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Due to the COVID-19 
outbreak, the University of 
Montevallo originally delayed 
commencement until Aug. 7, but 
announced recently it would be 
postponed again. 

A survey sent out to graduated 
seniors asked if they would prefer 
to have a recognition video or to 
postpone commencement and 
have an in-person ceremony. 


Many, like psychology gradu- 


ate Carrie Wells, felt strongly 
about holding the official celebra- 
tion. 

“I would absolutely attend 
commencement at a later date, 
even if it takes a year!” said Wells. 
“T am looking forward to starting 
my new job and will celebrate 
officially whenever I can wear 
my cap and gown and be recog- 
nized as a graduate in person, not 
virtually!” 

Waid Jones, a graduate with 


a degree in political science and 
the former editor-in-chief of The 
Alabamian stated it more strongly. 
“T don’t know how to empha- 
size that there are few things I 
want less in my life than a video 
tribute to the class of 2020. ?'d 
rather come back and graduate 
in 2021,” said Jones in a tweet on 
July 13. 
“T think walking across Flower 
Hill is such an iconic moment 
in the life of a UM student, and 
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2020 Spring graduates on cancelled graduation 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor of content 


Id feel disappointed if I never 
got that opportunity,” said Zoe 
Scott, a double major in political 
science and environmental studies 
graduate, and the former SGA 
senate clerk. 

For some, attending com- 
mencement might be difficult. 
Madison Hollon, a graduate with 
a BS in political science and the 
former SGA vice president, has 
moved to Maryland to earn a 
master’s in public policy. 


“Tm unaware if I would be 
able to not only afford a flight 
back, but if it would be feasible 
given the potential for a second 
wave of this virus,” said Hollon. 

Most graduates support hold- 
ing an in-person commencement, 
but some expressed weariness 
over the continued delay. 

“The excitement is kind of 
gone to be honest,” said Makay- 
la Wright, a graduate with a 
BFA in art concentrating on 
graphic design, and the former 
editor-in-chief of Montage. “Pm 
assuming that we're not going 
to have graduation until around 
summer of 2021. I feel that the 
University should have went 
ahead and had some sort of video 
tribute in May, even if they still 
planned on having commence- 
ment later.” 

Justin Williams, former senior 
class president and accounting 


* major, also expressed feelings that 


perhaps a video would be a good 
decision. 

“Td love the idea of still hav- 
ing an in-person commencement, 
but times are very uncertain right 
now and I think that a com- 
memorative video would serve us 
well,” said Williams. 

Both Williams and Wright 
said they would still attend an 
in-person commencement if able. 

The University has now 
announced that it intends to 
postpone commencement and 
hold it at a later date. No date has 
been chosen yet. 

“We'd love to do it on campus, 
but we don’t know when it will 
be,” said the UM president Dr. 
John W. Stewart III. 


Meet the Montevallo mayoral candidates 


By BRI BALASKY, News reporter 


One of the most import- 
ant aspects of a community 
is leadership that makes sure 
the voices of its people are 
accurately represented. 

Whether it’s making 
headway in handling a 
crisis or simply making the 
environment feel more like 
home, the title of mayor is 
not a position to be taken 
lightly. 

Current mayor and UM 
professor, Dr. Hollie Cost, 
has decided not to run for 
re-election, leaving two can- 
didates on the ballot: Joyce 
Jones and Rusty Nix. 

After two successful terms 
as mayor, Cost found the de- 
cision not to run for reelec- 
tion very difficult. 

“Tm incredibly proud 
of the work that our team 
has done for the city over 
the last eight years that I’ve 
served as mayor.” 

Just a few of those accom- 
plishments included build- 
ing a new city hall, paving 
the streets in Montevallo in 
need of repair, installing a 
historic marker commem- 
orating the lives lost due to 
lynching’s on Main Street. 

Although Cost completed 
most of her goals as mayor, 
she has many more still lie 
ahead. For example, she and 
her team have adopted a 
comprehensive plan approv- 
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ing ADA plans for a local 
park, and submitted a grant 
to install sidewalks along 
Highway 25. 

“T realized that just setting 
these wheels in motion was 
incredibly beneficial to the 
city and it would be ap- 
propriate to pass the baton 
on these projects to a new 
administration. I realized 
there are so many more goals 
I would like to accomplish 
and that there are many 
other pathways to accom- 
plishing those that do not 
necessarily involve politics,” 
said Cost. 

Although her time in 
office is coming to a close, 
her desire to help the city re- 
mains strong and has chosen 
to endorse Jones. 

“T believe she is absolutely 
the best candidate for the 
job. She has a record of ser- 
vice to Montevallo and the 
broader community through 
her employment at the Uni- 
versity, her church involve- 
ment, school volunteering 
and city boards. Joyce has a 
vision and passion for Mon- 
tevallo that is unmatched.” 

Cost described Jones 
as incredibly intelligent, 
compassionate and having a 
huge heart for service. 

She said that while she 
has worked and gotten along 
with candidate Nix as well 
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in the past, they differ on 
many critical issues. 

“As examples, he has 
opposed raises for our 
employees, the non-dis- 
crimination ordinance, our 
annual audit, mandating 
masks in the city, funding 
our junior city council and 
the installation of the his- 
toric marker,” said Cost. 

Both candidates did an 
interview with the Shelby 
County Reporter in which 
they described their values 
as well as what their main 
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focus would be as mayor. 

Candidate Nix stressed 
the importance of making 
Montevallo a safer environ- 
ment by focusing on proper 
funding and training for 
public servants. 

“The first step towards 
supporting our local pub- 
lic servants is to fully fund 
them in the upcoming new 
budget. This year’s police, 
fire and rescue budget 
was recently cut due to 
budget shortfalls due to 
COVID-19,” said Nix. 
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In addition, he hopes 
to see that two recent- 
ly opened patrol officer 
positions are filled quickly 
as well as the installation of 
surveillance cameras in the 
city. 

Candidate Jones empha- 
sized her focus on inclusivi- 
ty and equality. 

“T have a passion for 
helping people, so my goal 
is to make sure that we first 
understand the needs of all 
citizens,” said Jones. 


Continued on pg. 3 
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LETTER From THE 


Dear Reader, 


Since March, we 
have faced personal and 
professional challenges 
that we never would have 
expected. The last several 
months have really left us all 
with certain uneasiness. For 
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college students, nervousness 
about our future is nothing 
new, but recent events have 
brought us into a completely 
new territory. 

With that, I would like 
to share some advice my 
former editor-in-chief Waid 
once shared: go beyond your 


comfort zone. 

This is not at all how 
I thought my junior year 
would begin. How I came 
to be editor-in-chief is 
very different from those 
who came before me, and 
though I feel like I have 
some big shoes to fill, I look 


to my past editors-in-chief 
for guidance and comfort. 
‘They encouraged me and 
pushed me as a journalist 
and I am so grateful for their 
friendship. 

The Alabamian has been 
my home since I got on 
campus; it’s where I’ve found 
my people and a passion 
for a job I love. Making the 
connections I have so far has 
brought me so much joy. 

I encourage you to 
make those connections at 
Montevallo because you 
never know what it might 
bring you. It might bring 
you what it brought me. 

I never knew how much 
I would miss the people I 
pass on the bricks every day 
until I didn’t pass them. 
My roommate and dearest 
friend, the people I’ve 
cheered on at intramurals 
and I eat lunch with in the 
dining hall continue be a 
gift to my experience at 
Montevallo. 

Though it is very hard to 


Letter from the SGA President 


By THOMAS DILLARD, SGA President 


Dear Montevallo Falcons, 


I am so excited to have 
you all back this fall semes- 
ter! My name is Thomas 
Dillard, and I am a junior 
business major here at 
Montevallo. I am current- 
ly serving as the Student 
Government Association 
President. 

That being said, my job 
is to ensure every student is 
getting the most out of their 
college experience. If there 
is anything academic, social 
or extracurricular that I can 
help you with, please let me 
know. 

The Student Government 
Association wants every 
student’s voice to be heard. 
Only together can we make 
Montevallo grow and make 
it better for all students. I 
know this year may look 
different from past years, but 
I know that we can make it 
another great school year. 

In order to prepare for 
this upcoming fall, I encour- 
age you all to do your part 
in preventing the spread 
of COVID-19. Through 
social distancing and wear- 
ing a mask, we can limit 
the spread while getting the 
college experience. 

Numerous resources can 


be found online, on social 
media and around campus. 

There will also be sev- 
eral emails sent out by the 
University to provide you 
information, so be sure to 
check your student email 
daily. All of us need to fol- 
low the University guidelines 
to protect one another and 
prevent the spread of cases. 
While we protect each other 
following social distancing 
guidelines, I encourage you 
to find a way to get connect- 
ed to campus. 

It’s important to be con- 
nected with others in col- 
lege, and that’s why several 
organizations are moving to 
virtual events throughout 
this semester. Whether it’s 
Greek formal recruitment, 
SGA events, UPC events 
or any other organization, | 
hope you will find a way to 
stay involved and have fun. 

You can stay up to date 
on upcoming events through 
Falconlink and the numer- 
ous student organization 
social media pages. I would 
also like to encourage you to 
use campus resources to help 
you navigate college life. 

There is a lot of stress 
when it comes to being a 
college student, but there are 
resources on campus to help 
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you. If you need academic, 
mental health, or post-grad- 
uate help, there are resources 
on campus that will be hap- 
py to help. With resources 
like the Learning Enrich- 
ment Center, the Grainger 
Family Center for Personal 
Development, the Career 
Development Center and 
several others, every student 
has access to these tools to 
help them succeed. 


Just do the right thing 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor of content 


On July 15, Alabama 
Governor Kay Ivey an- 
nounced a state wide mask 
order set to last through July 
31, which she later extended 
to last through August 31. 
The order for mask wearing 
came as COVID-19 cases in 
Alabama reached a total of 
58, 225 and 1,183 deaths. 

In her announcement to 
the public, Ivey said “person- 
al responsibility is everyone’s 
responsibility,” and that we 
all need to “do the right 
thing and wear a mask.” 

I agree 100% with Ivey’s 
statement. We should all “do 
the right thing and wear a 
mask.” 


So what took her so long? 

As governor of this state, 
Ivey was elected to care for 
the interest of all of the peo- 
ple who elected her, but only 
now, after weeks of watching 
the people whose personal 
safety she is tasked with suf- 
fer, has she finally decided it 
was time to do something. 

Well good for her, but it’s 
too late. 

Don’t misunderstand me. 
This mask order is definitely 
a good thing, and I have 
high hopes that it will drive 
down our rate of increase. 
This should have happened 
weeks ago. We should have 


been wearing mask as soon 


as we got out of the shut- 
down. 

Let me boil it down for 
you. There is no way that 
Ivey didn’t look at the rising 
number of cases and know 
that she was going to is- 
sue a mask order at some 
point. Ivey herself as much 
as admitted that we were 
probably going to have to 
implement a mask order. 

“If we continue going in 
the wrong direction and our 
hospitals aren't able to han- 
dle the capacity, then we're 
going to reserve the right 
to come back and reverse 
course,” said Ivey on June 


a0. 


I know there may be 
many questions and con- 
cerns, but I am sure we will 
make the most out of this 
upcoming semester. As long 
as we can do our part, we 
will have a great year. I can’t 
wait to see everyone back on 
the bricks, and I encourage 
you all to be safe and have 
fun! 

Sincerely, 


Thomas Dillard 


There was no reason to 
think that we wouldn't keep 
going the direction we were 
headed. Ivey held off for so 
long, and tried to convince 
Alabamians to “do the right 


thing” on their own, because 
she was worried about politi- 


cal backlash. 

Because at the end of the 
day, Ivey doesn’t care about 
the lives of the people she’s 
governing as much she cares 
about trying to convince 
those same people to reelect 
her. 

So do the right thing Ala- 
bama. You really need to. 

Because your governor 
sure wont. 


Page 2 


wrap my head around the 
changes that are to come, I 
refuse to let fear and anxiety 
weigh me down. Ultimately, 
I am so excited to see 

what we do here on The 
Alabamian in the coming 
year because even under 
these circumstances, these 
writers and my staff have the 
moxie and a drive to find the 
truth. 

In this issue, you'll see 
evidence of this; the wide 
range of stories we cover 
offer the opportunities for 
people to see themselves in 
our publication. I encourage 
you to continue to follow us 
on social media and pick up 
an issue whenever you see it. 

Looking ahead at the 
semester, I am optimistic 
because I believe in myself 
and my team. No matter 
what happens, I know that 
things will turn out. 


Zoe Hall, editor-in-chief 
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Mayoral Candidates (cont.) 


“That is why I plan to 
continue building relation- 
ships between the communi- 
ty and the city leadership.” 

“This would include 
events like the community 
conversation event that was 
held in Scott’s Village a few 
weeks ago,” said Jones. 

She also hopes to see more 
events that include presenta- 
tions from partners outside 
the community who have 
already created inclusive and 
equitable opportunities in 
other parts of the state and 
country. 

“We are on the right path, 
but we need to continue to 
be intentional about seeking 
ways to make sure all com- 
munities have representation 
in our city government and 
leadership.” 

“We have to be honest 


enough to say that represen- 
tation matters, and it is up 
to that leadership to make 
changes,” said Jones. “It is 
going to be a long journey, 
but we must remain com- 
mitted to seeing it through 
to the end.” 

With the recent spike in 
COVID-19 cases, under- 
standing how our commu- 
nity leaders will handle the 
general health and well-be- 
ing of the public is another 
very important issue. 

When asked what pre- 
cautions and/or procedures 
will be put in place to better 
handle this pandemic, Nix 
responded, “The city will 
need to continue to follow 
state guidelines in regards 
to procedures to curtail the 
spread of COVID-19.” 


With small businesses 


across the nation being 
hard hit by the virus, the 
the question of what can 
be done to help keep them 
afloat arises. 

Nix responded saying, 
“Due to the city’s current 
budget deficit, monetary 
assistance cannot be offered 
to our local businesses. The 
best way to help our local 
businesses during this diffi- 
cult time is to promote and 
support. The Montevallo 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Main Street Program do a 
fantastic job of advertising 
and spotlighting these busi- 
nesses through outreach on 
social media.” 

When the question of 
what she planned to do to 
better handle the virus, Jones 
responded, “Thanks to the 


leadership of our current 


mayor, our city was already 
ahead of the state with a 
mask ordinance in place to 
help promote the best prac- 
tice to slow progression of 
the virus. However, I would 
like to see more public san- 
itation stations throughout 
the city in local businesses.” 

She acknowledged that 
the installation and upkeep 
of these stations would 
burden financial resources 
already at a critical state, 
but plans to look for more 
manageable options. 

Jones also wants to 
reconsider the reopening of 
schools and the return to 
extracurricular activities in 
the fall. 

Her plan to help local 
business includes apply- 
ing for financial help and 


resources through the state 


Changes to Title IX Explained 


By ZOE HALL, Editor in chief 


This past May, Secretary 
of Education Betsy DeVos 
issued regulations on Title 
IX, which affects how 
schools are required to 
approach cases of sexual 
assault and harassment. 

Title IX, passed in 
1972, is a federal civil 
rights law that prohibits 
sex discrimination at 
educational institutions that 
receive federal funding. 

This includes harassment, 
sexual assault, stalking and 
domestic violence. 

According to the US 
Department of Education, 
the provisions of the new 
Title IX regulation does the 
following: 

° Provides a legally sound 

framework. 

¢ Requires schools to offer 

clear, accessible options 
for any person to report 
sexual harassment. 


Requires the school 
to offer survivors 
supportive measures, 
such as class or dorm 
reassignments or no- 
contact orders. 


Holds colleges 
responsible for 
off-campus sexual 
harassment at houses 
owned or under the 
control of school- 
sanctioned fraternities 
and sororities. 


Requires schools to offer 
an equal right of appeal 
for both parties to a Title 
IX proceeding. 

Provides “rape shield” 


protections and ensures 
survivors are not 
required to divulge 
similar privileged 
records. 

Protects students and 
faculty by prohibiting 


schools from using 
Title IX in a manner 
that deprives students 
and faculty of rights 
guaranteed by the First 
Amendment. 
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¢ Requires schools to 
select one of two 
standards of evidence, 
the preponderance of 
the evidence standard or 
the clear and convincing 
evidence standard — and 
to apply the selected 
standard evenly to 
proceedings for all 
students and employees, 
including faculty. 

Some are in support of 
the changes as they feel 
that the Obama-era federal 
guidelines didn’t offer due 
process for the accused, but 
DeVos met backlash. 

Victim advocates 
especially feel that 
the changes are 
counterproductive and 
dissuade survivors to come 
forward. 

With the new regulations, 
colleges can raise the bar 
for what constitutes as a 
violation of policy; under 
the Obama administration, 
a letter was issued amongst 
reports of prevalence 
of sexual misconduct 
instructing that schools use a 
“preponderance of evidence,” 
which is defined as a greater 
than a 50% chance that 
the claim is true. DeVos 
rescinded this letter in 2017, 
criticizing the letter for 
causing over-enforcement. 

In terms of how the 
new regulation affects 
investigations, colleges can 
no longer use the single- 
investigator model, which 
means a case is investigated 
and reported but no hearing 
takes place. Colleges must 
also investigate off-campus 
sexual misconduct and while 
the changes include college- 
owned buildings and trips, it 
does not include off-campus 
housing or study abroad. 

In addition to this, 
colleges no longer have to 
designate most employees as 
mandatory reporters. 


With the effects going into 


place on Aug. 14, several 
attorneys general have filed 
a lawsuit against DeVos on 
the heels of a suit filed by 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union. The lawsuit argues 
that because the provisions 
require colleges to meet a 
higher stander of proof than 
other civil rights complaints, 
it creates a double standard 
for survivors, who are 
primarily women. 

Within the University of 
Montevallo, all students, 
employees and volunteers are 
protected under Title IX. 


FALCON 


“My role as the Title IX 
Coordinator for Students is 
to make sure that students 
can pursue their academic 
pursuits, extracurricular 
activities, and other 
university-related activities 
free from any form of 
discrimination based on 
their sex,” said Tony Miller, 
the Title IX Coordinator for 
students. 

“Tt is also my 
responsibility to ensure 
students know what to 
do if they or their friends 
are survivors of sexual 
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and outside entities to help 
offset the loss of revenue. 

“T think one of the best 
ways to help our local busi- 
nesses is by helping them 
make the best use of all the 
resources that are already in 
place,” said Jones. 

“We have a wonderful 
network within our city de- 
partments and the Chamber 
of Commerce who are more 
than willing to assist busi- 
ness owners with making 
sure they get the help they 
need. As mayor, I would 
make facilitating that process 
a priority.” 

‘The election for mayor of 
Montevallo will take place 
on Aug. 25. 


misconduct. I assist in 
providing a timely, fair, 
thorough, and equitable 
process for all parties 
involved, so a determination 
can be made on if there was 
a violation of our sexual 
misconduct policy,” said 
Miller. 

Miller also stated that 
the University is working 
diligently to meet new 
requirements by the August 
deadline. 
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COVID-19 halts fall sports 


By XANDER SWAIN, Sports reporter 
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Sports are some of the 
most cherished activities in 
America. As COVID-19 
continues to spread through- 
out the United States, we are 
consistently reminded of the 
possibility of sports being 


suspended. 

With the potential sus- 
pension of sports, organi- 
zations like the National 
Collegiate Athletic Associa- 
tion (NCAA), the National 
Strength and Conditioning 
Association (NSCA), the 
National Football League 
(NFL) and countless others 
are aiming to make a tran- 
sition to sports while main- 
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taining the health and safety 
of all athletes. 

Although some profes- 
sional an iitemeollegtar 
leagues have already can- 
celed sports for the fall, this 
elt has been a slow 
one with pages upon pages 
of euidelinee heckling end 
general information regard- 
ing COVID-19. The NCAA 
and CDC have been the 
leading sources of informa- 
tion and guidance for the 
decisions multiple leagues 
have been making. The Uni- 
versity of Montevallo is no 
exception. 

All athletics are currently 
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delayed until Sept. 3, but 
this is subject to change. 
This delay includes fall 
sports as well as pre-sea- 
son practices and work- 
outs. Once athletics do 
return, there will be many 
guidelines put in place by 
the athletics department. 
Some of these guidelines 
have been taken from the 
NCAA, federal, state, and 
local authorities. 
Regarding the Student 
Athletic Center (SAC), the 
weight rooms have been re- 
stricted to 50% capacity, or 
60 students, with no more 
than five students in each 


room. In the cardio room, 
every other machine will be 
shut down to mitigate con- 
tact between students. There 
will also be an additional 
staff member to ensure 
guidelines are followed. 

Another use of the SAC 
for student-athletes is the 
numerous trainers who 
help maintain the health 
of the athletes. Various 
guidelines have been put in 
place to ensure the safety of 
the students and trainers. 
All student-athletes must 
schedule appointments 
with trainers for any form 
of treatment before compe- 
tition and practices. There 
will also be a reduction of 
tables in the training room 
to ensure social distancing is 
followed, with a decrease to 
50% capacity. An effort to 
isolate treatments will also 
be put into place, including 
curtain partitions or the use 
of plexiglass. 

‘lhe entirety of the 
SAC will also follow new 
guidelines, riper an 
requirements of masks when 
possible, implementation of 
plexiglass and other barri- 
ers, temperature checks on 
student-athletes and work- 
ers and rigorous cleaning 

rocedures. There has not 

on any confirmed priori- 
tization of outdoor facilities 
when available. The NCAA 
has recommended outdoor 
training be prioritized over 
indoor training, and the 
most effective ventilation for 
indoor training is recom- 
mended. 

There has not been a full 


decision on the use of locker 
rooms but they will be inac- 
cessible to the public. 

Another point of concern 
is competition between 
other teams and the spread 
of COVID-19 between ath- 
letes. When possible, UM 
teams will travel the day of 
competitions to limit hotel 
stays. All personnel will be 
required to wear masks on 
buses, etc. 

It is not confirmed if 
UM athletes will have to go 
through screening before 
and after a competition 
though the NCAA has rec- 
ommended screening occur 
for all personnel before and 
after a competition. 

However, all students 
will receive free testing and 
be asked to download the 
Falcon Healthcheck app. 
Through the app, students 
will be able to do daily 
health checks and log poten- 
tial exposure. 

If an outbreak amon 
athletes does occur, students 
will be responsible for all 
personal healthcare expens- 
es, unlike previously, when 
UM provided healthcare for 
all injuries and treatments 
during practice or competi- 
tion. 

If a student is at high-risk 
or wishes to abstain from 
athletics, they can do so 
without repercussions. They 
will continue to receive fi- 
nancial aid. Student-athletes 
will also continue to receive 
financial aid if athletics are 
suspended for the year. 


The influence of art on Black Lives Matter 


By BRI BALASKY, News reporter 


In the midst of large-scale 
societal shifts, many great 
works of art were born. The 
intense emotions that come 
with revolutionary changes 
to our everyday lives are 
often the driving force 
behind many works of art 
we admire today. 

“Guernica” by Pablo 
Picasso is a powerful anti- 
war painting shown in 
classrooms all over the 
world. “Liberty Leading 
the People” by Eugene De 
La Croix commemorated 
the masses of people who 
sought to dethrone a 
corrupt king. These and 
countless others not only 
offer a glimpse into the past 
through the perspective 
of the people but also 
solidified those sentiments 
and ways of thinking in the 
pages of our history books. 

Today, the nationwide 
protests demanding justice 
for Black Americans who 
have lost their lives to police 
brutality have opened up a 
conversation about race in 
America and what it means, 
specifically, to be Black in 
America. 

‘The video of George 
Floyd’s murder on May 
25, 2020, sparked rage in 
people of all ethnicities, 
backgrounds and cultures. 
From chanting in the 
streets, to spreading 
information via social 
media, to creating petitions 


el 


Illustration by Derrick Thomas. 


and fundraisers, people 
from all walks of life banded 
together to fight racial 
injustice. 

‘The artists of today play a 
critical role in the movement 
by creating pieces that not 
only commemorate lives 





lost but embody the heart of 
the movement itself. With 
more light being shed on 

the experiences of Black 
artists often overshadowed 
by white counterparts, there 
has been a collective effort 
by artist to better recognize 





and eliminate racial bias 
that has developed in the art 
community. 

For Derrick Thomas, an 
art major at UM, “All of the 
events going on are inspiring 
me to make more Black 
art and pro Black content. 


Whereas usually I would 
only make Black art every so 
often. As far as what I plan 
to do for the movement, I 
want to have conversations 
and make Black issues 
known.” 

His art is often digital, 
finding the overlap between 
celebrity controversy, 
political talking points and 
prominent issues in the 
Black community. 

Elle Brown, another art 
major at UM, said that at 
least half of the profit they 
make from selling stickers 
out of their online art store 
goes directly to bail funds 
for protestors. 

“With my work I’ve tried 
to be conscious about being 
inclusive with the body types 
and skin tones I draw. I’ve 
noticed that the majority of 
references online are white. 
It’s something that I didn’t 
notice before, so majority 
of my work is centered 
around white people and 
white bodies, which just isn’t 
acceptable. I’m definitely 
more aware of my online 
presence and I want to have 
a positive impact on the 
movement, not hinder it.” 

Art and those who 
create it are essential to any 
movement, to truly reflect 
the shift in thinking of the 
people and continue to open 
up the conversation. 
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Beginner’s guide to wearing a mask 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Lifestyles reporter 





Dr. Tiffany Wang (top left), Carson Reed (top right), Carmen Avens (bottom left), Dr. Cynthia 
Mwenja (bottom right, Katy Barnes (far right) showing off their masks. 


With mask now a required 
part of many of our wardrobe 
for the day, it is helpful to have 
an understanding of why mask 
are being required, the best 
type of mask to wear, the ad- 
vantages of wearing the mask 
and the limitations upon what 
they can accomplish. 

Why wear a mask? 

According to the World 
Health Organization, the 
virus is “primarily transmitted 
between people via respiratory 
droplets and contact routes.” 


In other words, it is spread 
through droplets from “cough- 
ing, sneezing” and “persona 
contact.” 

The “transmissibility” or 
likelihood of the virus’s spread 
is dependent on “whether or 
not they are coughing and 
spreading more droplets” and 
“the type of contact” with the 
infected individual. 

According to a study autho- 
rized by Guangzhou Center for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion, “aerosolized droplets can 


remain in the air and travel 
long distances.” During this 
study they even found that it 
might be possible for droplets 
to spread further due to the 
flow and direction of air con- 
ditioning. 

This is why it is vital that 
individuals play their part 
in this pandemic and wear 
masks. Masks are not solely for 
protecting you but also pro- 
tecting those around you by 
shielding them from infectious 
droplets. 


What kind of mask 
should I wear? 

According to the World 
Health Organization “dispos- 
able surgical masks or reusable 
12 to 16-layer cotton masks 
were associated with protec- 
tion of healthy individuals 
within households and among 
contacts of cases.” 

The World Health Organi- 
zation especially recommends 
masks to individuals over 60 
and people with “underlying 
comorbidities, such as cardio- 
vascular disease or diabetes 
mellitus, chronic lung disease, 
cancer, cerebrovascular disease, 
immunosuppression.” 

‘They are also recommend- 
ed to “general population in 
public settings, such as grocery 
stores, at work, social gath- 
erings and mass gatherings,” 
which is essentially any type of 
“closed” setting. 

It is important that you 
pick a type of mask that is 
comfortable and breathable 
for you. Some people prefer 
cloth whilst others prefer the 
breathability of the paper 
disposable kind. 

Advantages of wearing a 
mask 

The obvious and most im- 
portant advantage of wearing 
a mask is that it will reduce 
potential exposure to people 
who are infected with the virus 
while also protecting others. 

At times it can be easy to 
forget about the dangers of the 
pandemic and the constant 
presence of masks around can 
serve as a reminder to keep 
proper hygiene and distance. 
‘They serve to reduce public 
stigma and provide a sense of 


Crossword: Wonders of the World 


By THE ALABAMIAN STAFF 


[=| 


ACROSS 


3. The Piano Guys recorded 
a music video on top of this 
wonder. 


7. Big nose holiday island. 
8. Supposedly, this landmark 


was created by Paul Bunyan 


dragging his ax behind him. 
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10. This bridge is known as 
the gateway to its city. 


11. Thanks to its unstable 
foundation, this tower is 
famous around the world. 


12. Historical tombs for the 
rulers of a powerful African 
nation. 


DOWN 


1. This is the smallest inde- 
pendent state in the world. 


2. A large tower originally 
constructed for a world’s 
fair. 


4. A 98-foot-tall statue that 
overlooks Rio Brazil. 


5. Think bread and circuses. 


6. A famous city carved out 
of sandstone. 


9. A location whose name 
has become synonymous 
with opulence and beauty, 
this impressive structure was 
actually built to be a mauso- 
leum for an emperotr’s wife. 


public duty and contribution. 

‘The consistent need for 
masks can provide an eco- 
nomic boost and even allow 
individuals to provide service 
by distributing or creating 
masks to sell to others. Masks 
can also be quite fashionable 
and allow for extended cultural 
expression. 

Masks are not enough 
The World Health Orga- 
nization warns that the “virus 
can occur directly by contact” 
or “indirectly by contact with 

surfaces in the immediate 
environment.” You can even 
come in contact with the virus 
from “objects used on or by the 
infected person.” 

They make it clear that “the 
use of a mask alone is insuffhi- 
cient to provide an adequate 
level of protection.” Physical 
distancing and proper hygiene 
are also “critical to prevent 
human-to human transmission 
of COVID-19.” 

Remember when wearing a 
mask to avoid touching your 
face and even the mask when 
possible. This will help to 
prevent self-contamination. 
Self-contamination can also 
occur when masks are not 
properly cleaned. 

Always remember to change 
disposable masks instead of 
continuously wearing the 
same one. Be sure to properly 
dispose of disposable masks in 
a trash receptacle so as to not 
endanger others. 

Encourage others to follow 
the rules and regulations and 
be safe. This virus will be beat- 
en due to proactive communi- 
ties and responsible citizens. 
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excent fof cre disquised assasin, Yo. Know? 


By ALEX WARREN 


Aries @ You may have 
been very driven in your 
personal goals lately, but 
now is the time to step 
back and breathe. Don’t get 
overzealous; you may make 
a mistake along the way if 
you do. 


Taurus Ei Don't fear being 
alone. You are being con- 
stantly supported. Take this 
support and run with to 
further your goals. 


Gemini ff You have the 
chance to deepen your 
connection to your spiritual- 
ity. Be mindful of everything 
you encounter and think 
before you act. 


Cancer & lf you are 
feeling inspired lately, do 
something about it! Great 
accomplishments are in your 
future, but only if you put in 
the work. 


Leo You may feel very 
back and forth this 
month. Instead of trying 
to fight it, embrace it! 
Take what you imagine 
and make it a reality. 


Virgo @ Use your energy 
wisely and rely on your 
intellect. With school 
beginning take in every 
ounce of information that 
you can! 


The New Age of Thrifting 


By KATY BARNES, Social media manager 


I love thrift shopping. 
Ever since I can remember, 
the majority of my clothes 
have come to me second- 
hand. I grew up learning 
the tricks of the trade at 
America’s Thrift, and I enjoy 
the process of hunting until 
I find a truly unique piece. 

Recently thrifting has 
become a huge trend in 
America, because, as they 
say, “what's old is new 
again”. Many members of 
Gen Z have found thrift 
shopping not only to be 
an effective answer to 
fast fashion but also an 
alternative to the “clean- 
cut” American image that 
many Gen Z’s try to distance 
themselves from. 

Where some Gen Z’s have 
begun to use this power for 
good, others have harnessed 
the power of the thrift store 
to perpetuate the capitalist 
idea of “buy low, sell high.” 
How do they do this? 
Through sites like Depop. 

Depop is a second-hand 
clothing site designed to be a 
mix of eBay and Instagram. 
Users can create accounts 
and then with nothing 
but their camera and their 
product, they’re set to sell 
their product. 

Similar to Instagram, 
there are trending hashtags, 
a personalized explore page 
and the ability to follow 
creators you like to see. 

All this combined has led 

to a highly competitive 
marketplace where creators 
constantly have to have a 
product to stay on top of the 
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Photo by Anna Grace Askelson. 


feeds. 

Many sellers run to places 
like local thrift stores and 
buy name brand products 
for under ten dollars and 
turn around to sell them for 
$40 and up. This puts strain 
not only on thrift stores, 
but on the people who rely 
on them for more than just 
fashion. 

It’s a combination of 
privileges that lead to the 
infamous Depop seller. 

Usually the seller is 
already rich enough to buy 
large quantities of clothes 
in the first place and they 
have enough free time to 
not only shop immediately 
after restocking happens 
but to sort through a whole 
thrift store to find the “good 





stuff’ as well. Many __ thrifting is facing a very 


who rely on thrift stores similar tide. Prices have 
been steadily rising at places 
like Goodwill, and even 
America’s Thrift has fewer 
bargain tags than it had in 


the past. Thrifting is falling 


as their primary clothing 
source don’t have the time 
to dedicate to getting these 
items due to their work 
schedules. 
into a trap that capitalism 
laid — rich people will do 
anything to make sure 
they’re trendy and poor 
people aren't. 

It also plays into the 
idea that name brands 


‘The new upcycling trends 
also exclude plus-sized 
people when smaller people 
buy plus-sized items and 
alter them to fit skinnier 
body types. Statistically, 
people with lower incomes 
are a luxury that poor 
people don’t deserve, and 
it gatekeeps the fashion 
industry even further. 

The first time I felt uncool 
for the way I dressed was 


are also more likely to be 
plus-sized and these trends 
are actively depleting an 
already scarce source. 

Rich people love 


discovering something poor 


people already knew and in fifth grade, when I was 
making it expensive. Like told in no uncertain terms 
lobsters and Raybands, that I was not allowed to 





Libra & Much like Aries, 
you need to take a moment 
to relax. It’s okay to be 
driven butbeing too aggres- 
sive can be more taxing on 
your than necessary. 


Scorpio if Be creative 
and do what you want this 
month. There is no limit to 
your creativity. Be mindful of 
those around you, however. 


Sagittarius 9 Try not 
to fall into doubt this 
month. You may face 
challenges that force you to 
work harder without seeing 
a clear result but keep your 
head up! 


Capricorn & Donot 
fall into the habit of getting 
tunnel vision. If you focus 
too much on one task or 
project, you may have 
consequences from the 
ones you neglected. 


Aquarius £ Your mind 
may be full of thoughts this 
month. Try your hardest to 
steer them in a positive 
direction, you don't want to 
be weighed down but feel- 
ings of worry or guilt. 
Pisces ™ You may be 
feeling uncomfortable in your 
current situation, but contin- 
ue to work just as hard! You 


will eventually find the bal- 
ance you've been looking for. 


14 
WANT 
YOu! 


(Yes, you!) 


Ul olaalimycelels 
(oxo) aa] (eo mxe) 

Fife] ey-laalt=lale)) 
aate)aie=\\f-11eK=16 16) 
ike) r- met at-]alex-mne) 
be featured in 
olUl mal) ame (=1 





Viewpoints 








[hertecell, Al asus 


LETTER From THE 


Dear Reader, 


Since March, we 
have faced personal and 
professional challenges 
that we never would have 
expected. The last several 
months have really left us all 
with certain uneasiness. For 
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college students, nervousness 
about our future is nothing 
new, but recent events have 
brought us into a completely 
new territory. 

With that, I would like 
to share some advice my 
former editor-in-chief Waid 
once shared: go beyond your 


comfort zone. 

This is not at all how 
I thought my junior year 
would begin. How I came 
to be editor-in-chief is 
very different from those 
who came before me, and 
though I feel like I have 
some big shoes to fill, I look 


to my past editors-in-chief 
for guidance and comfort. 
‘They encouraged me and 
pushed me as a journalist 
and I am so grateful for their 
friendship. 

The Alabamian has been 
my home since I got on 
campus; it’s where I’ve found 
my people and a passion 
for a job I love. Making the 
connections I have so far has 
brought me so much joy. 

I encourage you to 
make those connections at 
Montevallo because you 
never know what it might 
bring you. It might bring 
you what it brought me. 

I never knew how much 
I would miss the people I 
pass on the bricks every day 
until I didn’t pass them. 
My roommate and dearest 
friend, the people I’ve 
cheered on at intramurals 
and I eat lunch with in the 
dining hall continue be a 
gift to my experience at 
Montevallo. 

Though it is very hard to 


Letter from the SGA President 


By THOMAS DILLARD, SGA President 


Dear Montevallo Falcons, 


I am so excited to have 
you all back this fall semes- 
ter! My name is Thomas 
Dillard, and I am a junior 
business major here at 
Montevallo. I am current- 
ly serving as the Student 
Government Association 
President. 

That being said, my job 
is to ensure every student is 
getting the most out of their 
college experience. If there 
is anything academic, social 
or extracurricular that I can 
help you with, please let me 
know. 

The Student Government 
Association wants every 
student’s voice to be heard. 
Only together can we make 
Montevallo grow and make 
it better for all students. I 
know this year may look 
different from past years, but 
I know that we can make it 
another great school year. 

In order to prepare for 
this upcoming fall, I encour- 
age you all to do your part 
in preventing the spread 
of COVID-19. Through 
social distancing and wear- 
ing a mask, we can limit 
the spread while getting the 
college experience. 

Numerous resources can 


be found online, on social 
media and around campus. 

There will also be sev- 
eral emails sent out by the 
University to provide you 
information, so be sure to 
check your student email 
daily. All of us need to fol- 
low the University guidelines 
to protect one another and 
prevent the spread of cases. 
While we protect each other 
following social distancing 
guidelines, I encourage you 
to find a way to get connect- 
ed to campus. 

It’s important to be con- 
nected with others in col- 
lege, and that’s why several 
organizations are moving to 
virtual events throughout 
this semester. Whether it’s 
Greek formal recruitment, 
SGA events, UPC events 
or any other organization, | 
hope you will find a way to 
stay involved and have fun. 

You can stay up to date 
on upcoming events through 
Falconlink and the numer- 
ous student organization 
social media pages. I would 
also like to encourage you to 
use campus resources to help 
you navigate college life. 

There is a lot of stress 
when it comes to being a 
college student, but there are 
resources on campus to help 





SGA President Thomas Dillard. Photo by Katie Rosato. 


you. If you need academic, 
mental health, or post-grad- 
uate help, there are resources 
on campus that will be hap- 
py to help. With resources 
like the Learning Enrich- 
ment Center, the Grainger 
Family Center for Personal 
Development, the Career 
Development Center and 
several others, every student 
has access to these tools to 
help them succeed. 


Just do the right thing 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor of content 


On July 15, Alabama 
Governor Kay Ivey an- 
nounced a state wide mask 
order set to last through July 
31, which she later extended 
to last through August 31. 
The order for mask wearing 
came as COVID-19 cases in 
Alabama reached a total of 
58, 225 and 1,183 deaths. 

In her announcement to 
the public, Ivey said “person- 
al responsibility is everyone’s 
responsibility,” and that we 
all need to “do the right 
thing and wear a mask.” 

I agree 100% with Ivey’s 
statement. We should all “do 
the right thing and wear a 
mask.” 


So what took her so long? 

As governor of this state, 
Ivey was elected to care for 
the interest of all of the peo- 
ple who elected her, but only 
now, after weeks of watching 
the people whose personal 
safety she is tasked with suf- 
fer, has she finally decided it 
was time to do something. 

Well good for her, but it’s 
too late. 

Don’t misunderstand me. 
This mask order is definitely 
a good thing, and I have 
high hopes that it will drive 
down our rate of increase. 
This should have happened 
weeks ago. We should have 


been wearing mask as soon 


as we got out of the shut- 
down. 

Let me boil it down for 
you. There is no way that 
Ivey didn’t look at the rising 
number of cases and know 
that she was going to is- 
sue a mask order at some 
point. Ivey herself as much 
as admitted that we were 
probably going to have to 
implement a mask order. 

“If we continue going in 
the wrong direction and our 
hospitals aren't able to han- 
dle the capacity, then we're 
going to reserve the right 
to come back and reverse 
course,” said Ivey on June 


a0. 


I know there may be 
many questions and con- 
cerns, but I am sure we will 
make the most out of this 
upcoming semester. As long 
as we can do our part, we 
will have a great year. I can’t 
wait to see everyone back on 
the bricks, and I encourage 
you all to be safe and have 
fun! 

Sincerely, 


Thomas Dillard 


There was no reason to 
think that we wouldn't keep 
going the direction we were 
headed. Ivey held off for so 
long, and tried to convince 
Alabamians to “do the right 


thing” on their own, because 
she was worried about politi- 


cal backlash. 

Because at the end of the 
day, Ivey doesn’t care about 
the lives of the people she’s 
governing as much she cares 
about trying to convince 
those same people to reelect 
her. 

So do the right thing Ala- 
bama. You really need to. 

Because your governor 
sure wont. 
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wrap my head around the 
changes that are to come, I 
refuse to let fear and anxiety 
weigh me down. Ultimately, 
I am so excited to see 

what we do here on The 
Alabamian in the coming 
year because even under 
these circumstances, these 
writers and my staff have the 
moxie and a drive to find the 
truth. 

In this issue, you'll see 
evidence of this; the wide 
range of stories we cover 
offer the opportunities for 
people to see themselves in 
our publication. I encourage 
you to continue to follow us 
on social media and pick up 
an issue whenever you see it. 

Looking ahead at the 
semester, I am optimistic 
because I believe in myself 
and my team. No matter 
what happens, I know that 
things will turn out. 


Zoe Hall, editor-in-chief 
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Mayoral Candidates (cont.) 


“That is why I plan to 
continue building relation- 
ships between the communi- 
ty and the city leadership.” 

“This would include 
events like the community 
conversation event that was 
held in Scott’s Village a few 
weeks ago,” said Jones. 

She also hopes to see more 
events that include presenta- 
tions from partners outside 
the community who have 
already created inclusive and 
equitable opportunities in 
other parts of the state and 
country. 

“We are on the right path, 
but we need to continue to 
be intentional about seeking 
ways to make sure all com- 
munities have representation 
in our city government and 
leadership.” 

“We have to be honest 


enough to say that represen- 
tation matters, and it is up 
to that leadership to make 
changes,” said Jones. “It is 
going to be a long journey, 
but we must remain com- 
mitted to seeing it through 
to the end.” 

With the recent spike in 
COVID-19 cases, under- 
standing how our commu- 
nity leaders will handle the 
general health and well-be- 
ing of the public is another 
very important issue. 

When asked what pre- 
cautions and/or procedures 
will be put in place to better 
handle this pandemic, Nix 
responded, “The city will 
need to continue to follow 
state guidelines in regards 
to procedures to curtail the 
spread of COVID-19.” 


With small businesses 


across the nation being 
hard hit by the virus, the 
the question of what can 
be done to help keep them 
afloat arises. 

Nix responded saying, 
“Due to the city’s current 
budget deficit, monetary 
assistance cannot be offered 
to our local businesses. The 
best way to help our local 
businesses during this diffi- 
cult time is to promote and 
support. The Montevallo 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Main Street Program do a 
fantastic job of advertising 
and spotlighting these busi- 
nesses through outreach on 
social media.” 

When the question of 
what she planned to do to 
better handle the virus, Jones 
responded, “Thanks to the 


leadership of our current 


mayor, our city was already 
ahead of the state with a 
mask ordinance in place to 
help promote the best prac- 
tice to slow progression of 
the virus. However, I would 
like to see more public san- 
itation stations throughout 
the city in local businesses.” 

She acknowledged that 
the installation and upkeep 
of these stations would 
burden financial resources 
already at a critical state, 
but plans to look for more 
manageable options. 

Jones also wants to 
reconsider the reopening of 
schools and the return to 
extracurricular activities in 
the fall. 

Her plan to help local 
business includes apply- 
ing for financial help and 


resources through the state 


Changes to Title IX Explained 


By ZOE HALL, Editor in chief 


This past May, Secretary 
of Education Betsy DeVos 
issued regulations on Title 
IX, which affects how 
schools are required to 
approach cases of sexual 
assault and harassment. 

Title IX, passed in 
1972, is a federal civil 
rights law that prohibits 
sex discrimination at 
educational institutions that 
receive federal funding. 

This includes harassment, 
sexual assault, stalking and 
domestic violence. 

According to the US 
Department of Education, 
the provisions of the new 
Title IX regulation does the 
following: 

° Provides a legally sound 

framework. 

¢ Requires schools to offer 

clear, accessible options 
for any person to report 
sexual harassment. 


Requires the school 
to offer survivors 
supportive measures, 
such as class or dorm 
reassignments or no- 
contact orders. 


Holds colleges 
responsible for 
off-campus sexual 
harassment at houses 
owned or under the 
control of school- 
sanctioned fraternities 
and sororities. 


Requires schools to offer 
an equal right of appeal 
for both parties to a Title 
IX proceeding. 

Provides “rape shield” 


protections and ensures 
survivors are not 
required to divulge 
similar privileged 
records. 

Protects students and 
faculty by prohibiting 


schools from using 
Title IX in a manner 
that deprives students 
and faculty of rights 
guaranteed by the First 
Amendment. 
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¢ Requires schools to 
select one of two 
standards of evidence, 
the preponderance of 
the evidence standard or 
the clear and convincing 
evidence standard — and 
to apply the selected 
standard evenly to 
proceedings for all 
students and employees, 
including faculty. 

Some are in support of 
the changes as they feel 
that the Obama-era federal 
guidelines didn’t offer due 
process for the accused, but 
DeVos met backlash. 

Victim advocates 
especially feel that 
the changes are 
counterproductive and 
dissuade survivors to come 
forward. 

With the new regulations, 
colleges can raise the bar 
for what constitutes as a 
violation of policy; under 
the Obama administration, 
a letter was issued amongst 
reports of prevalence 
of sexual misconduct 
instructing that schools use a 
“preponderance of evidence,” 
which is defined as a greater 
than a 50% chance that 
the claim is true. DeVos 
rescinded this letter in 2017, 
criticizing the letter for 
causing over-enforcement. 

In terms of how the 
new regulation affects 
investigations, colleges can 
no longer use the single- 
investigator model, which 
means a case is investigated 
and reported but no hearing 
takes place. Colleges must 
also investigate off-campus 
sexual misconduct and while 
the changes include college- 
owned buildings and trips, it 
does not include off-campus 
housing or study abroad. 

In addition to this, 
colleges no longer have to 
designate most employees as 
mandatory reporters. 


With the effects going into 


place on Aug. 14, several 
attorneys general have filed 
a lawsuit against DeVos on 
the heels of a suit filed by 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union. The lawsuit argues 
that because the provisions 
require colleges to meet a 
higher stander of proof than 
other civil rights complaints, 
it creates a double standard 
for survivors, who are 
primarily women. 

Within the University of 
Montevallo, all students, 
employees and volunteers are 
protected under Title IX. 


FALCON 


“My role as the Title IX 
Coordinator for Students is 
to make sure that students 
can pursue their academic 
pursuits, extracurricular 
activities, and other 
university-related activities 
free from any form of 
discrimination based on 
their sex,” said Tony Miller, 
the Title IX Coordinator for 
students. 

“Tt is also my 
responsibility to ensure 
students know what to 
do if they or their friends 
are survivors of sexual 
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and outside entities to help 
offset the loss of revenue. 

“T think one of the best 
ways to help our local busi- 
nesses is by helping them 
make the best use of all the 
resources that are already in 
place,” said Jones. 

“We have a wonderful 
network within our city de- 
partments and the Chamber 
of Commerce who are more 
than willing to assist busi- 
ness owners with making 
sure they get the help they 
need. As mayor, I would 
make facilitating that process 
a priority.” 

‘The election for mayor of 
Montevallo will take place 
on Aug. 25. 


misconduct. I assist in 
providing a timely, fair, 
thorough, and equitable 
process for all parties 
involved, so a determination 
can be made on if there was 
a violation of our sexual 
misconduct policy,” said 
Miller. 

Miller also stated that 
the University is working 
diligently to meet new 
requirements by the August 
deadline. 
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COVID-19 halts fall sports 


By XANDER SWAIN, Sports reporter 





Photo by Zoe Hall. 


Sports are some of the 
most cherished activities in 
America. As COVID-19 
continues to spread through- 
out the United States, we are 
consistently reminded of the 
possibility of sports being 


suspended. 

With the potential sus- 
pension of sports, organi- 
zations like the National 
Collegiate Athletic Associa- 
tion (NCAA), the National 
Strength and Conditioning 
Association (NSCA), the 
National Football League 
(NFL) and countless others 
are aiming to make a tran- 
sition to sports while main- 
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taining the health and safety 
of all athletes. 

Although some profes- 
sional an iitemeollegtar 
leagues have already can- 
celed sports for the fall, this 
elt has been a slow 
one with pages upon pages 
of euidelinee heckling end 
general information regard- 
ing COVID-19. The NCAA 
and CDC have been the 
leading sources of informa- 
tion and guidance for the 
decisions multiple leagues 
have been making. The Uni- 
versity of Montevallo is no 
exception. 

All athletics are currently 
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delayed until Sept. 3, but 
this is subject to change. 
This delay includes fall 
sports as well as pre-sea- 
son practices and work- 
outs. Once athletics do 
return, there will be many 
guidelines put in place by 
the athletics department. 
Some of these guidelines 
have been taken from the 
NCAA, federal, state, and 
local authorities. 
Regarding the Student 
Athletic Center (SAC), the 
weight rooms have been re- 
stricted to 50% capacity, or 
60 students, with no more 
than five students in each 


room. In the cardio room, 
every other machine will be 
shut down to mitigate con- 
tact between students. There 
will also be an additional 
staff member to ensure 
guidelines are followed. 

Another use of the SAC 
for student-athletes is the 
numerous trainers who 
help maintain the health 
of the athletes. Various 
guidelines have been put in 
place to ensure the safety of 
the students and trainers. 
All student-athletes must 
schedule appointments 
with trainers for any form 
of treatment before compe- 
tition and practices. There 
will also be a reduction of 
tables in the training room 
to ensure social distancing is 
followed, with a decrease to 
50% capacity. An effort to 
isolate treatments will also 
be put into place, including 
curtain partitions or the use 
of plexiglass. 

‘lhe entirety of the 
SAC will also follow new 
guidelines, riper an 
requirements of masks when 
possible, implementation of 
plexiglass and other barri- 
ers, temperature checks on 
student-athletes and work- 
ers and rigorous cleaning 

rocedures. There has not 

on any confirmed priori- 
tization of outdoor facilities 
when available. The NCAA 
has recommended outdoor 
training be prioritized over 
indoor training, and the 
most effective ventilation for 
indoor training is recom- 
mended. 

There has not been a full 


decision on the use of locker 
rooms but they will be inac- 
cessible to the public. 

Another point of concern 
is competition between 
other teams and the spread 
of COVID-19 between ath- 
letes. When possible, UM 
teams will travel the day of 
competitions to limit hotel 
stays. All personnel will be 
required to wear masks on 
buses, etc. 

It is not confirmed if 
UM athletes will have to go 
through screening before 
and after a competition 
though the NCAA has rec- 
ommended screening occur 
for all personnel before and 
after a competition. 

However, all students 
will receive free testing and 
be asked to download the 
Falcon Healthcheck app. 
Through the app, students 
will be able to do daily 
health checks and log poten- 
tial exposure. 

If an outbreak amon 
athletes does occur, students 
will be responsible for all 
personal healthcare expens- 
es, unlike previously, when 
UM provided healthcare for 
all injuries and treatments 
during practice or competi- 
tion. 

If a student is at high-risk 
or wishes to abstain from 
athletics, they can do so 
without repercussions. They 
will continue to receive fi- 
nancial aid. Student-athletes 
will also continue to receive 
financial aid if athletics are 
suspended for the year. 


The influence of art on Black Lives Matter 


By BRI BALASKY, News reporter 


In the midst of large-scale 
societal shifts, many great 
works of art were born. The 
intense emotions that come 
with revolutionary changes 
to our everyday lives are 
often the driving force 
behind many works of art 
we admire today. 

“Guernica” by Pablo 
Picasso is a powerful anti- 
war painting shown in 
classrooms all over the 
world. “Liberty Leading 
the People” by Eugene De 
La Croix commemorated 
the masses of people who 
sought to dethrone a 
corrupt king. These and 
countless others not only 
offer a glimpse into the past 
through the perspective 
of the people but also 
solidified those sentiments 
and ways of thinking in the 
pages of our history books. 

Today, the nationwide 
protests demanding justice 
for Black Americans who 
have lost their lives to police 
brutality have opened up a 
conversation about race in 
America and what it means, 
specifically, to be Black in 
America. 

‘The video of George 
Floyd’s murder on May 
25, 2020, sparked rage in 
people of all ethnicities, 
backgrounds and cultures. 
From chanting in the 
streets, to spreading 
information via social 
media, to creating petitions 
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Illustration by Derrick Thomas. 


and fundraisers, people 
from all walks of life banded 
together to fight racial 
injustice. 

‘The artists of today play a 
critical role in the movement 
by creating pieces that not 
only commemorate lives 





lost but embody the heart of 
the movement itself. With 
more light being shed on 

the experiences of Black 
artists often overshadowed 
by white counterparts, there 
has been a collective effort 
by artist to better recognize 





and eliminate racial bias 
that has developed in the art 
community. 

For Derrick Thomas, an 
art major at UM, “All of the 
events going on are inspiring 
me to make more Black 
art and pro Black content. 


Whereas usually I would 
only make Black art every so 
often. As far as what I plan 
to do for the movement, I 
want to have conversations 
and make Black issues 
known.” 

His art is often digital, 
finding the overlap between 
celebrity controversy, 
political talking points and 
prominent issues in the 
Black community. 

Elle Brown, another art 
major at UM, said that at 
least half of the profit they 
make from selling stickers 
out of their online art store 
goes directly to bail funds 
for protestors. 

“With my work I’ve tried 
to be conscious about being 
inclusive with the body types 
and skin tones I draw. I’ve 
noticed that the majority of 
references online are white. 
It’s something that I didn’t 
notice before, so majority 
of my work is centered 
around white people and 
white bodies, which just isn’t 
acceptable. I’m definitely 
more aware of my online 
presence and I want to have 
a positive impact on the 
movement, not hinder it.” 

Art and those who 
create it are essential to any 
movement, to truly reflect 
the shift in thinking of the 
people and continue to open 
up the conversation. 


Submit your news tips to alabamian@montevallo.edu 
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Beginner’s guide to wearing a mask 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Lifestyles reporter 





Dr. Tiffany Wang (top left), Carson Reed (top right), Carmen Avens (bottom left), Dr. Cynthia 
Mwenja (bottom right, Katy Barnes (far right) showing off their masks. 


With mask now a required 
part of many of our wardrobe 
for the day, it is helpful to have 
an understanding of why mask 
are being required, the best 
type of mask to wear, the ad- 
vantages of wearing the mask 
and the limitations upon what 
they can accomplish. 

Why wear a mask? 

According to the World 
Health Organization, the 
virus is “primarily transmitted 
between people via respiratory 
droplets and contact routes.” 


In other words, it is spread 
through droplets from “cough- 
ing, sneezing” and “persona 
contact.” 

The “transmissibility” or 
likelihood of the virus’s spread 
is dependent on “whether or 
not they are coughing and 
spreading more droplets” and 
“the type of contact” with the 
infected individual. 

According to a study autho- 
rized by Guangzhou Center for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion, “aerosolized droplets can 


remain in the air and travel 
long distances.” During this 
study they even found that it 
might be possible for droplets 
to spread further due to the 
flow and direction of air con- 
ditioning. 

This is why it is vital that 
individuals play their part 
in this pandemic and wear 
masks. Masks are not solely for 
protecting you but also pro- 
tecting those around you by 
shielding them from infectious 
droplets. 


What kind of mask 
should I wear? 

According to the World 
Health Organization “dispos- 
able surgical masks or reusable 
12 to 16-layer cotton masks 
were associated with protec- 
tion of healthy individuals 
within households and among 
contacts of cases.” 

The World Health Organi- 
zation especially recommends 
masks to individuals over 60 
and people with “underlying 
comorbidities, such as cardio- 
vascular disease or diabetes 
mellitus, chronic lung disease, 
cancer, cerebrovascular disease, 
immunosuppression.” 

‘They are also recommend- 
ed to “general population in 
public settings, such as grocery 
stores, at work, social gath- 
erings and mass gatherings,” 
which is essentially any type of 
“closed” setting. 

It is important that you 
pick a type of mask that is 
comfortable and breathable 
for you. Some people prefer 
cloth whilst others prefer the 
breathability of the paper 
disposable kind. 

Advantages of wearing a 
mask 

The obvious and most im- 
portant advantage of wearing 
a mask is that it will reduce 
potential exposure to people 
who are infected with the virus 
while also protecting others. 

At times it can be easy to 
forget about the dangers of the 
pandemic and the constant 
presence of masks around can 
serve as a reminder to keep 
proper hygiene and distance. 
‘They serve to reduce public 
stigma and provide a sense of 


Crossword: Wonders of the World 


By THE ALABAMIAN STAFF 
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ACROSS 


3. The Piano Guys recorded 
a music video on top of this 
wonder. 


7. Big nose holiday island. 
8. Supposedly, this landmark 


was created by Paul Bunyan 


dragging his ax behind him. 
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10. This bridge is known as 
the gateway to its city. 


11. Thanks to its unstable 
foundation, this tower is 
famous around the world. 


12. Historical tombs for the 
rulers of a powerful African 
nation. 


DOWN 


1. This is the smallest inde- 
pendent state in the world. 


2. A large tower originally 
constructed for a world’s 
fair. 


4. A 98-foot-tall statue that 
overlooks Rio Brazil. 


5. Think bread and circuses. 


6. A famous city carved out 
of sandstone. 


9. A location whose name 
has become synonymous 
with opulence and beauty, 
this impressive structure was 
actually built to be a mauso- 
leum for an emperotr’s wife. 


public duty and contribution. 

‘The consistent need for 
masks can provide an eco- 
nomic boost and even allow 
individuals to provide service 
by distributing or creating 
masks to sell to others. Masks 
can also be quite fashionable 
and allow for extended cultural 
expression. 

Masks are not enough 
The World Health Orga- 
nization warns that the “virus 
can occur directly by contact” 
or “indirectly by contact with 

surfaces in the immediate 
environment.” You can even 
come in contact with the virus 
from “objects used on or by the 
infected person.” 

They make it clear that “the 
use of a mask alone is insuffhi- 
cient to provide an adequate 
level of protection.” Physical 
distancing and proper hygiene 
are also “critical to prevent 
human-to human transmission 
of COVID-19.” 

Remember when wearing a 
mask to avoid touching your 
face and even the mask when 
possible. This will help to 
prevent self-contamination. 
Self-contamination can also 
occur when masks are not 
properly cleaned. 

Always remember to change 
disposable masks instead of 
continuously wearing the 
same one. Be sure to properly 
dispose of disposable masks in 
a trash receptacle so as to not 
endanger others. 

Encourage others to follow 
the rules and regulations and 
be safe. This virus will be beat- 
en due to proactive communi- 
ties and responsible citizens. 
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By ALEX WARREN 


Aries @ You may have 
been very driven in your 
personal goals lately, but 
now is the time to step 
back and breathe. Don’t get 
overzealous; you may make 
a mistake along the way if 
you do. 


Taurus Ei Don't fear being 
alone. You are being con- 
stantly supported. Take this 
support and run with to 
further your goals. 


Gemini ff You have the 
chance to deepen your 
connection to your spiritual- 
ity. Be mindful of everything 
you encounter and think 
before you act. 


Cancer & lf you are 
feeling inspired lately, do 
something about it! Great 
accomplishments are in your 
future, but only if you put in 
the work. 


Leo You may feel very 
back and forth this 
month. Instead of trying 
to fight it, embrace it! 
Take what you imagine 
and make it a reality. 


Virgo @ Use your energy 
wisely and rely on your 
intellect. With school 
beginning take in every 
ounce of information that 
you can! 


The New Age of Thrifting 


By KATY BARNES, Social media manager 


I love thrift shopping. 
Ever since I can remember, 
the majority of my clothes 
have come to me second- 
hand. I grew up learning 
the tricks of the trade at 
America’s Thrift, and I enjoy 
the process of hunting until 
I find a truly unique piece. 

Recently thrifting has 
become a huge trend in 
America, because, as they 
say, “what's old is new 
again”. Many members of 
Gen Z have found thrift 
shopping not only to be 
an effective answer to 
fast fashion but also an 
alternative to the “clean- 
cut” American image that 
many Gen Z’s try to distance 
themselves from. 

Where some Gen Z’s have 
begun to use this power for 
good, others have harnessed 
the power of the thrift store 
to perpetuate the capitalist 
idea of “buy low, sell high.” 
How do they do this? 
Through sites like Depop. 

Depop is a second-hand 
clothing site designed to be a 
mix of eBay and Instagram. 
Users can create accounts 
and then with nothing 
but their camera and their 
product, they’re set to sell 
their product. 

Similar to Instagram, 
there are trending hashtags, 
a personalized explore page 
and the ability to follow 
creators you like to see. 

All this combined has led 

to a highly competitive 
marketplace where creators 
constantly have to have a 
product to stay on top of the 
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Photo by Anna Grace Askelson. 


feeds. 

Many sellers run to places 
like local thrift stores and 
buy name brand products 
for under ten dollars and 
turn around to sell them for 
$40 and up. This puts strain 
not only on thrift stores, 
but on the people who rely 
on them for more than just 
fashion. 

It’s a combination of 
privileges that lead to the 
infamous Depop seller. 

Usually the seller is 
already rich enough to buy 
large quantities of clothes 
in the first place and they 
have enough free time to 
not only shop immediately 
after restocking happens 
but to sort through a whole 
thrift store to find the “good 





stuff’ as well. Many __ thrifting is facing a very 


who rely on thrift stores similar tide. Prices have 
been steadily rising at places 
like Goodwill, and even 
America’s Thrift has fewer 
bargain tags than it had in 


the past. Thrifting is falling 


as their primary clothing 
source don’t have the time 
to dedicate to getting these 
items due to their work 
schedules. 
into a trap that capitalism 
laid — rich people will do 
anything to make sure 
they’re trendy and poor 
people aren't. 

It also plays into the 
idea that name brands 


‘The new upcycling trends 
also exclude plus-sized 
people when smaller people 
buy plus-sized items and 
alter them to fit skinnier 
body types. Statistically, 
people with lower incomes 
are a luxury that poor 
people don’t deserve, and 
it gatekeeps the fashion 
industry even further. 

The first time I felt uncool 
for the way I dressed was 


are also more likely to be 
plus-sized and these trends 
are actively depleting an 
already scarce source. 

Rich people love 


discovering something poor 


people already knew and in fifth grade, when I was 
making it expensive. Like told in no uncertain terms 
lobsters and Raybands, that I was not allowed to 





Libra & Much like Aries, 
you need to take a moment 
to relax. It’s okay to be 
driven butbeing too aggres- 
sive can be more taxing on 
your than necessary. 


Scorpio if Be creative 
and do what you want this 
month. There is no limit to 
your creativity. Be mindful of 
those around you, however. 


Sagittarius 9 Try not 
to fall into doubt this 
month. You may face 
challenges that force you to 
work harder without seeing 
a clear result but keep your 
head up! 


Capricorn & Donot 
fall into the habit of getting 
tunnel vision. If you focus 
too much on one task or 
project, you may have 
consequences from the 
ones you neglected. 


Aquarius £ Your mind 
may be full of thoughts this 
month. Try your hardest to 
steer them in a positive 
direction, you don't want to 
be weighed down but feel- 
ings of worry or guilt. 
Pisces ™ You may be 
feeling uncomfortable in your 
current situation, but contin- 
ue to work just as hard! You 


will eventually find the bal- 
ance you've been looking for. 
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Fall 2020 sports update 


By XANDER SWAIN, Sports reporter 


Photo by Anna Grace Askelson. 


Earlier this month, the Gulf 
South Conference Board of 
Directors made the decision 
to postpone the fall semester 
competition. The sports that will 
be postponed until at least Jan. 1 
are football, soccer, volleyball and 
basketball. 

Golf and cross country will 
continue to compete while 
following NCAA guidelines. The 
decision was made based on the 
priority of student-athletes’ health 
and safety and the protocols from 
the NCAA board of governors. 

Cross country and golf have 
been permitted to compete, as 
they are considered low to medi- 
um contact risk by the NCAA. 


“5 


Football, soccer, volleyball 

and basketball have all been 
identified as high-risk contact 
sports and are too high risk to 
maintain proper testing and man- 
agement. Whereas, the GSC has 
determined golf and cross-coun- 
try manageable sports to test and 
track any potential cases. 

With the postponing of most 
fall competition, the GSC will 
look into options for spring com- 
petition. Any spring competition 
will be ensured to be a meaning- 
ful season for athletes, but may 
not follow past formats of season 
play. 

The only sport with a non-con- 
crete decision is both men’s and 
women’s lacrosse. Lacrosse is 


recently a new member of the 
Peach Belt Conference, having 
left the GSC. There has been no 
final decision on spring play for 
lacrosse. 





being able to compete with my 
teammates means the world to 
me...seeing the cross-country 
team back on campus running 
feels just as good.” 


But how has For Batchelor and 
this affected “Ror Batchelor and _ his teammates, it was 
Montevallo his teammates, it was 2 Felief to finally know 
Athletics? a relief to finally know what’s happening. 

For most what’s happening.” ‘The GSC believes 
of the summer golf and cross coun- 
leading up to try to be manageable 


the fall semester, many athletes 
didn’t know what to feel about 
returning to campus. 

Brett Batchelor, a student-ath- 
lete for the Montevallo golf team, 
says, “Honestly, it just feels good 
to be back. While I know it is not 
the same situation for everyone, 


sports in following COVID-19 
guidelines. Both are outdoors and 
can follow social distancing. 
According to Batchelor, “Being 
outside on the golf course, there is 
SO much room to be more than 
six feet apart from each other. You 
can be hundreds of yards apart 
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from others.” 

Both sports aren’t seeing 
many changes, Batchelor said, 
“Approaching competition won't 
be much different when...we play 
and compete on the course, but it 
will be different by making sure 
we walk around correct parts of 
the clubhouse, wear our masks 
when inside, and making sure 
we are socially distanced from 
others.” 

For the athletes who don’t 
play golf and cross country, the 
postponing of fall athletics feels 
like just another cycle of the 
spring. Although there’s a chance 
of continuing in the spring, these 
athletes still have the same feeling 
that they did in the spring of 
what’s next? For most, however, 
practices are going to continue a 
little differently, following NCAA 
and GSC guidelines. 

If any athlete feels uncomfort- 
able with practicing, they have 
the option to opt-out, per NCAA 
rules. 

In the scenario that practices 
are also postponed, coaches will 
encourage their athletes to stay as 
sharp as they can on their own. 
Coaches have had meetings with 
the GSC and the athletic de- 
partment regarding all decisions 
made about COVID-19. 

The SAC weight room will 
continue to be open with the 
enforcement of social distancing 
and other mandatory guidelines, 
including masks. However, all 
locker rooms will be closed. 


“Animal Crossing” and political promotion 


By KATY BARNES, Social media manager 


As the year has progressed, 
more and more events have had 
to be held online due to the threat 
of COVID-19. Virtual meeting 
websites such as Zoom and Skype 
have been used to hold classes and 
workshops; conventions have been 
utilizing Twitch and YouTube 
to create experiences like Com- 
ic-Con@Home. 

Political campaigns have also 
been forced to move online, and 
while some are using YouTube 
and Zoom, others are using video 
games to target a younger demo- 
graphic. 

According to a YouGov poll, 
40% of millennials say they’ve 


been gaming more often during the 


pandemic, and in total 28% of US 


adults report a similar boost in time 


spent in virtual worlds. 

In March 2020, Nintendo 
released the fifth main game in the 
Animal Crossing franchise, “Ani- 
mal Crossing: New Horizon.” 

The game is simple — you play 
as a villager whose sole job is to 
run around and make sure all your 
nonplayable neighbors are happy. 
Its launch happened to coincide 
with the surge of COVID-19 cases 
in the states, resulting in it becom- 
ing the second-best selling Switch 
game to date. 

One of the important themes of 
the game is cooperation, and one 
of the most well-received features 
is the ability to visit others islands, 


no matter whether or not you know 


them in real life. Many politicians 
and political groups have been 
utilizing this feature to hold rallies 
and meet voters. 


NextGen America held an Earth 


Day rally across various islands the 
day before Earth Day, complete 
with political campaigning and 
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Writer Katy Barnes's digital persona poses next to her Biden yard sign in “Animal Crossing: New Horizons.” 


people who walked users through 
the process of voter registration. 
People for the Ethical Treat- 

ment of Animals, who have been 
known to parody Nintendo games 
in the past, staged a virtual pro- 
test about capturing animals for 
aquariums, a feature included in 
all main Animal Crossing titles. 

On May 7, Alexandria Oca- 
sio-Cortez opened her Twitter 
inbox for constituents to share 
their Dodo Codes — short pass- 
words the game uses to allow 
specific people to visit your town 
at certain times. 

In a tweet, Ocasio-Cortez 
wrote, “I would like to visit 
random people’s islands and leave 
a doodle or note on their bulletin 
board.” 

Later that night she had al- 
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ready visited one family, and she 
used their time playing to talk to 
the family and even made sure 
to write them a message on their 
town bulletin board, a feature 
where guests can leave a perma- 
nent message in the town center. 

Another important feature in 
Animal Crossing games is the 
ability to make designs that you 
can place on clothing, make into 
paths outdoors, decorate sign- 
posts and even customize your 
town flag. These designs can be 
shared with other players via QR 
code or an online feature within 
the game. 

Many fans have utilized this 
feature to decorate their island 
with their political beliefs, such 
as using the feature to create 
in-game Black Lives Matter flags 
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and personalized Pride flags. 

On Sept. 1, the Biden-Harris 
campaign released four original 
Biden-themed designs for players 
to decorate their islands with. 
These designs include his official 
campaign logo, his Pride logo, a 
Biden-Harris sign and a sign dec- 
orated with red, white and blue 
aviator glasses. 

The campaign also plans to 
work with various famous stream- 
ers to have them feature the 
signs in their gameplay footage 
in hopes that the streamers help 
encourage young people to vote. 

Christian Tom, Biden’s direc- 
tor of Digital Partnerships, says 
this is a good way to “meet the 
voters where they are.” 

As November comes closer — 
bringing the election date with 
it - Tom hopes that this will help 


Scan the 
QR code to 
Find us 
online! 


to “engage and connect with 
Biden-Harris supporters.” 

As many Animal Crossing 
players use their islands to express 
interests such as other video 
games, real life products and oth- 
er forms of media, it only makes 
sense to add politics into the mix. 
Whether you prefer the home- 
made logos or you intend to put 
a Biden-Harris yard sign in front 
of your virtual house, the use of a 
video game to reach wider audi- 
ences is an interesting method of 
communication. 
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Dear Reader, 


With the chaos of this year, I have 
found that it can be easy to lose 
yourself. I have been struggling 
with this lately, especially in the 
midst of the pandemic. Some 
days I can feel myself falling 
down a hole of headlines covering 
wildfires, protests and so much 
more. This can be especially 
draining since it’s my job to keep 
up-to-date. 

There was even one point in the 
last few months that I debated 
changing my major and switching 


careers; it seems almost 
laughable now because there’s no 
other job in the world I would 
rather do. 
Looking at this year’s first issue of 
The Alabamian, all I can see are 
the glaring flaws, some in editing 
and design, some in the writing. 
However, rarely do you step into 
a new role and know everything 
there is to know. 
There are certain aspects of 
this job that I didn’t anticipate 
or planned for differently and 
setting a bar as high as I did 
was only going to lead me to 
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disappointment. Though, I am 
still very proud of my staff, 
especially my managing editors, 
who are trying to figure things 
out as we go, just as | am. 

I'm sure people have opinions on 
what our first issue contained, 
and I didn’t expect to hit the 
bullseye on the first try, but with 
the good and the bad, it presents 
my staff and I the opportunity to 
grow. “Student” journalists have 
to take that extra step because 
accepting that you've made a 
mistake isn’t enough. We have to 
grow from the mistakes and do 


Game review: Iron Harvest 


By HARRISON NEVILLE Managing editor of content 


Graphic by Bell Jackson 


When I was about six years 
old, my father decided that it was 
far past time he taught me and 
my sister, who was eight, how to 
play strategic board games. He sat 
the two of us down and placed 
a well-used copy of “Lord of the 
Rings Risk” on the table. Over 
the next few hours, I fell in love 
with “Risk.” 

“Risk” is a game that gets a 
bad reputation among hobby 
gamers for its reliance upon 
dice instead of a less random 
system for combat, but for me it 
has always been the core of my 
gaming background. 

“Risk” was a gateway into 
other complex strategic war 
games, like “Ikusa” and “Axis and 
Allies.” 

This eventually led me to PC 
strategic games. I have been a big 
fan of the “Total War” franchise 
for several years. 

Recently, I have discovered a 
new strategic game to occupy my 
oh-so-limited free time. It’s an 
excellent real time strategy game 


called “Iron Harvest.” For those 
who haven't played them, real- 
time strategy games are games 
which don’t have turn-based 
combat, and happen in real time. 

For anyone who is interested 
in this type of game, “Iron 
Harvest” is an excellent purchase. 
The game is based in the “World 
of 1920,” which is an alternate 
world created by Polish artist 
Jakub Rézalski. Paintings done by 
Rézalski to depict this world show 
images of advanced societies, 
where mechanized war suits have 
crept up in the place of tanks. 

The “World of 1920” is the 
same world that is represented in 
the popular board game “Scythe,” 
which is part of what drew me to 
the game. 

“Tron Harvest” was not set to 
come out until Sep. 1, but the 
developers released a free beta 
version in advance to help iron 
out any wrinkles in the game. 

I, along with my roommate, 
devoted hours of our time to 
playing the beta in both the single 


player mode and in multiplayer. 

The single player has options 
for custom skirmish matches 
against an Al opponent, 
challenges where the odds are 
stacked against you and an 
enjoyable campaign with a rich 
story. The skirmishes were fun, 
and the easily adjustable options 
allowed for a wide variety of ways 
to test oneself against the Al 
opponents. The challenges were 
also fun and really helped me 
develop a stronger understanding 
of the three different factions’ 
playstyles. 

‘The three factions currently in 
the game are Polonia, Saxony and 
Rusviet. My personal favorite is 
Polonia, because I enjoy the way 
the faster moving mechanized 
units open up opportunities for 
a good flanking maneuver on 
slower-moving opponents. Each 
faction is well developed and 
has a unique playstyle developed 
through their unique mechs. 

Polonia is the only faction 
in the beta that had part of its 
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better next time. 

With that, I present to you the 
second issue of The Alabamian. 
This is a new beginning for me, 
for the paper and for so many 
others as we move into a new 
normal, but The Alabamian 
remains to be a source for 
information and community. 


Zoe Hall, editor-in-chief 





campaign unlocked. This might 
be why I am so fond of it, because 
the story of Anna, a young girl 
dubbed the Polonian Joan of Arc 
by the men she leads into battle, is 
very compelling. 

And, if you ever get tired of 
playing the campaign and beating 
up on the Al, you can always 
team up with some friends and 
beat up the AI together. Better 
yet, beat up some of your other 
friends. The game has modes to 
allow for lvl, 2v2 and 3v3. This 
can be in any combination of 
actual players and Al’s so you 
don’t need an exact number of 
players for a match. 

This game is amazing whether 
you are playing it solo or online, 
and as soon as I get my hands 
on the full version, I have every 
intention of once more spending 
far more time than I should 
playing this wonderful game. 

If you have not yet experienced 
the absolute horror that comes 
with the realization that your 
friend somehow managed to 
sneak a terrifying, several story 
high killing machine onto your 
left flank, then you have not yet 
experienced strategy games to the 
fullest. 
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How UM’s caf is handling COVID-19 


By Wesley Hyde 


Photo by Caleb Jones. 


One of the most important 
parts of a college campus is its 
cafeteria. Not only is it where 
students who live on campus go 
to eat, but the cafeteria is also a 
good place for the social interac- 
tion which is a major part of the 
college experience. 

A reopening task force was 
put together by the University’s 
President, Dr. John W. Stewart 
Il. 

According to a member 
of this task force, Director of 
Dining Services Jason Quarles, 
planning for the new system 
began back in April. 


“As a member of the Universi- 
ty’s COVID-19 task force, I’m in 
Zoom calls three times per week 
with others from campus con- 
stantly monitoring and making 
necessary adjustments to our 
operating plan, and we've been 
doing this all summer.” 

Quarles stated, “Budgets are 
written so far in advance, our 
budget was submitted and locked 
down before COVID hit campus 
last spring.” 

According to Quarles, masks 
for workers, hand sanitizer and 
cleaning supplies have all added 


News update 


By CADY INABINETT 


Hurricane Laura Aftermath 

Category 4 storm Hurricane 
Laura made landfall in south- 
western Louisiana early in the 
morning on Aug. 27. With winds 
peaking at 150 miles per hour 
and storm surge reaching 15 feet, 
the storm has become one of the 
most powerful to hit the state. 

As the remnants move 
through the south — the storm is 
predicted to move out into the 
Atlantic Ocean and restrengthen 
to tropical storm status — those 
left in its wake are reeling from 
its impact. 

In Louisiana, the aftermath 
is devastating. An estimated 
220,000 people were left without 
water, according to the Louisiana 
Department of Health. Resto- 
ration could take weeks or even 
months, with full rebuilding and 
restoration slated to take years. 

In Lake Charles, La., an 
industrial plant producing chlo- 
rine-based products caught fire, 
causing caustic smoke to spread 
throughout the area and result- 
ing in a shelter-in-place order. 

More than 400,000 people 
have been left without power 
as well, including 40 nursing 
homes that were forced to rely on 
generators. 

This is in addition to storm 
damage such as downed trees 
and power lines. 

The current U.S. death toll 
stands at 16, with half of those 
deaths being attributed to carbon 
monoxide poisoning from the 
unsafe use of power generators. 

However, in Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic nearly 
two dozen people are dead, as 
the storm passed over the island 
before making landfall in the 
United States. 





Protests in Mauritius Following 
Oil Spill 

Tens of thousands of people 
protested in Mauritius’s capital, 
Port Louis, Saturday following an 
oil spill. 

The spill is linked to a Japanese 
ship that was carrying 3,800 tons 
of oil and 200 tons of diesel when 
it struck a coral reef off the south- 
eastern coast of the island nation. 

The ship’s wreckage sat for two 
weeks, and Mauritius’s govern- 
ment reported that no spill was 
detected. 

Since the wreck, however, 
oil has been seen leaking from 
the ship and a reported 39 dead 
dolphins have washed onto 
Mauritius’s shores. Protestors are 
blaming the spill and its effects on 
the government’s slow response to 
the ship’s wreck, calling for top 
officials to resign. 

Prime Minister Pravind Jug- 
naut cites bad weather as slowing 
the governmental response to the 
wreck and consequential spill. 

However, two of the ship’s top 
officers have been arrested under 
charges of unsafe navigation. 

Civilian volunteers have been 
hard at work trying to minimize 
the effects of the spill. They've cre- 
ated oil barriers out of fabric bags 
stuffed with sugar cane leaves and 
empty plastic bottles. 

Wildlife and plant life have 
been transported from the spill 
site to shore. Experts are current- 
ly unsure of what the long term 
effects of the spill will look like, 
as this is the first time a low-sul- 
fur oil — a type of oil created to 
reduce air pollution, has been 
spilled. 

Another protest is planned 
for Sept. 12, in hard-hit coastal 
village Mahébourg. 


costs that were not accounted for 
in the budget. The COVID-19 
has also pushed back previous 
plans for a remodeling of the 
cafeteria that were supposed to 
happen over Christmas break. 
Quarles also said that staff 
has been quite accepting of the 
new changes meant to help them 
stay safe. Though more staff were 
hired than a typical year, some 
have decided not to return yet. 
“We had some staff members 
who felt it was in their best inter- 
est, because of age or underlying 
health issues to sit this semester 
out and I respect that, their jobs 





are safe for when they choose to 
return,” explained Quarles. 

Student interests were rep- 
resented by SGA president 
‘Thomas Dillard who acted as the 
SGA representative. “I was very 
involved and expressed student 
opinions regarding the policies, 
and I wanted what could keep 
students safe.” 

Dillard also stated that he felt 
the task force did well in keeping 
the concerns of students in mind 
while working out the plans over 
the summer. 

When asked about any feed- 
back SGA received from students, 


Dillard stated: “We haven't gotten 
very many concerns or recom- 
mendations to change over this 
first week of school.” 

He said that the hybrid system, 
which limits the amount of 
students on campus, has helped 
with this. 

“I genuinely believe the Falcon 
Forward plan that was created 
by the task force was an excellent 
move by the administration,” said 
Dillard. “The administration has 
given students the tools to be safe, 
so now it is our turn to follow the 
guidelines given to us so that we 
can protect ourselves and others.” 

Theatre major Sarah Clayton 
was another student who voiced 
confidence in the caf. “Personally 
I do feel safer just because there is 
no self-serve, so I feel more confi- 
dent someone isn’t going to cough 
on the food.” 

Clayton stated that she mostly 
gets take out. 

“Its different since you know 
it’s up front because they don’t 
want you walking around...it’s 
weird not making my own plate 
though.” 

According to Clayton, she 
considered it a mostly positive 
experience. “When I do eat in the 
caf, I pick places to social distance 
like the sun room or the nice 
room that used to not be open to 
students.” 

Quarles stated that so far 
things have gone according to 
plan and thanked every student 
who has responsibly followed the 
rules. He added that this is a con- 
stantly changing system and that 
it could end up changing again in 
the near future. 
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George Clanton & Nick Hexum review 


By NOAH WORTHAMN Lifestyles reporter 





Cover art from Under Your Window / Out of the Blue by George Clanton and Nick Hexum 
(Brian Blomerth/100% Electronica). 


Summer is almost over and 
there is no better way to close it 
out than by listening to “George 
Clanton & Nick Hexum.” 

Due to recent circumstances, 
the record feels like the summer 
we never had. If the title of the 
record was not evident, this is a 
self-titled collaboration between 
artists George Clanton of 100% 
Electronica and Nick Hexum of 
311. 

Clanton is known for his 
vaporwave flavored electronica 
and synthpop. George currently 
releases music under his real name 
despite his debut music appear- 
ance as the vaporwave artist 
ESPRIT. He has since started his 
own music label 100% Electron- 
ica and has gained a greater fol- 


lowing after releasing the excellent 
album “Slide” in 2018. 

Hexum is known for being 
the lead singer and guitarist of 
the 1990’s and 2000’s group 311. 
Their albums typically feature a 
blend of reggae, funk, hip-hop 
and metal. The group has released 
13 studio albums, and is still 
active, having released the album 
“Voyager” in 2019. 

The duo is a perfect combina- 
tion as Clanton produces synth- 
pop beats whilst Hexum provides 
the vocal delivery and a side of 
guitar. 

This collision of sounds and 
styles creates a stylish psychedel- 
ic sound with summer-flavored 
synths and distant guitar. 

Meanwhile the lyrics focus on 


summertime and reminiscing on 
past memories. 

In an interview with Anthony 
Fantano, Clanton remarked that 
he wished, “this was the summer 
that was appropriate for this 
record.” 

Given all the grief, turmoil, 
loss and stress due to the virus 
and other factors, this album is a 
nostalgic reprieve. It feels like the 
soundtrack to the best summers 
spent with friends or even the 
summer that could have been. 

Even the instrumentals them- 
selves feel like they were inter- 
twined with a nostalgic emotion. 

This is due to the excellent 
production and mixing by Clan- 
ton with consistent light synths 
and drum and bass beats. 


The album opens with the sin- 
gle “Aurora Summer.” This track 
sets the tone immediately with 
a light drum beat and cycling 
whirring acid-flavored synths. 
The track then layers on an 
resonant guitar riff before Hexum 
begins his verse. The lyrics focus 
on “summer” and the “heat... 
waving up in the air” while you 
“enjoy the view” and “make a 
splash.” 

His vocal delivery is relaxed 
and lingering but transitions to 
form a staccato rhythm as he 
delivers the chorus. The guitars 
continue to accent the beat as the 
track fades out into a drone with 
chimes. 

“Out of Blue” starts with a 
bassy drone, woozy guitar sounds 
and even seagulls in the far back- 
ground. Hexum begins singing 
with the lyrics “it happened 
out of the blue ... didn’t have a 
clue... never supposed the road I 
drove to would be closed.” 

The track then expands and 
explodes into a catchy vocal hook 
that reminds me of “Jeff The 
Brotherhood’s” song “Sixpack.” 

“Out of Blue” tells the story 
of a “rattling corolla” and a close 
call with the cops. The track has a 
fade at the end and then changes 
into a ringing synth reminiscent 
of “livin’ loose” the opening track 
of Clanton’s album “Slide.” 

“Under Your Window” is a 
standout on the album with a 
memorable lyrical hook. After 
some layering and the initial cho- 
rus, the drums get added to the 
mix with the synths for a groovy 
beat. 

The track has a romantic 
aspect as it explores an encounter 
of throwing a rock at a window 
presumably in order to get the 
attention of a crush. The line 
“you said I was insane that was 
your refrain” seems to hint that 
the affection was unrequited but 
“what do you know” at least he 
“gave ita go.” 

The fourth track, “Driving 
in my Car,” is the first real lull 
in the album. This track slows 
the momentum built by the first 
three tracks. Despite featuring a 
promising intro, the song does 
not seem to know where to go. 


Crossword: Old words and phrases 


By HARRISON NEVILLE Managing editor of content 
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While continuing the themes 
of the album the lyrics are 
repetitive and leave much to be 
desired. There is a changeup in 
the middle of the track where the 
beat subsides to focus on Hex- 
um’s lyrics, which get layered on 
top of each other before returning 
to arefrain. The track closes out 
with an awkward whirring synth 
that sounds like a siren. 

“King for a Day” is an excel- 
lent track that takes off right at 
the start. Hexum opens with the 
line “in the midst of it all” as 
dark whirling synths move about. 
Slowly lead synths join in the eu- 
phonious mix. A drum and bass 
beat gives the track a funky hip- 
hop feel. The layering of sounds 
by the end of track is perfect as 
you can pick apart each sound. 

“Shouldn’ta Done That” closes 
out the album. It is a melodic 
trancelike track and features a 
sample of Clanton’s voice echoing 
underneath the cycle of a synth. 
There are some heavy lyrics that 
make mention of “paltry price” 
he’d be “happy to pay twice” and 
“it’s too late to turn back now.” 

It is a quiet and thoughtful 
sendoff to an album that began 
with an upbeat banger. 

Altogether this record is an 
excellent collaboration that allows 
both artists to shine in their 
respective talents. 

I do miss the laidback and 
distant vocals Clanton typically 
delivers but Hexum’s style and 
delivery granted a new spin on an 
already great sound. 

The album is only 34 minutes 
long and they know not to waste 
your time by making it overly 
drawn out. 

There is a clean simplicity un- 
derneath much of what the album 
does but there is enough layering 
and sound scaping to explore 
so that the album does not feel 
amateur. It allows the talents of 
both artists to shine through and 
I hope that we hear more from 
the duo later down the road. 
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ACROSS 


2. An older word starting 
with a z, which is used as a 
form of exclamation. 


5. A word starting with “h” 
that means to go quickly. 


6. An old word for cat that 
often shows up in magical 
realism and fantasy novels. 


8. Archaic word similar to 
indeed. 


11 Old word used to ex- 
press 80. 


13. This is an old expression 
for cars. 


14. An individual who sells 
herbs and potions. 


DOWN 


1. An archaic word mean- 
ing frost. 


3. Another word for said, it 
is probably best known in 
reference to ravens. 


4. A dealer in books. 


7. You've probably seen this 
term for a train used in old 
western novels. 


9. Old fashioned word for 
legs. 


10. This term for a doctor 
also belongs to a certain 
bug. 


12. An archaic term for a 
disreputable person. You 
probably heard this in a 
movie based in 

the middle ages. 





By VALERIE FLYNN 


Aries @ Relish in the art 
of the process. Intentionali- 
ty is just as much a piece of 
the masterpiece as a 
singular brush stroke. 


Taurus Ei Sometimes 
you can have the tendency 
to fall deep into your own 
patterns - but take this time 
to try something new. A 
new hobby, a flourishing 
romantic encounter, or a 
new recipe. Surprise your- 
self. 


Gemini ii It is tempting 
to meet every person ata 
party, however, you will be 
delighted to find that the 
truth you seek in external 
communication is lying in 
the mirror. Show up for 
yourself. 


Cancer & Indulge in 
yourself. Flirt in the mirror 
to your favorite songs. You 
deserve the intimacy you 
give to others. 
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Leo & While your season 
may have recently ended, 
do not fret. You are needed 
in ways that may not be 
clear yet. Look around you 
- where you are is exactly 
where you need to be. 


Virgo ® The world is at 
your disposal right now. It 
may seem overwhelming, 
but you know what you 
need to focus on. One thing 
at a time, and you will 
receive what you yearn for. 


Libra & Carry a gift with 
you - a friendly encounter 
is on your horizon. It will 
lead to being something 
more than it seems. 


Scorpio If You may be 
feeling a polarized decision 
on your shoulders. Despite 
your sharpened nature, 
there may be an air of 
doubt to your own deci- 
sion-making skills. Trust 
the praise your closest 
loved ones have given you. 


WHAT IS 
BEETHOVEN S 
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Sagittarius 9 There is 
an opportunity on your 
horizon. Whatever you do, 
don’t hold back. You owe 
yourself the chance to run 
straight into victory. 


Capricorn B& Your 
ambitious nature inspires 
you to put your heart, soul 
and mind into every proj- 
ect you commit to. Howev- 
er, it might do you good to 
step outside your laborato- 
ry and invite a friend or 
two in. Second opinions 
will be valuable if you let 
them. 


Aquarius & There isa 
great shift in your con- 
science coming. You will feel 
deep parts of yourself 
reflected in the outer world. 
Get ready. It is time to put 
yourself into the world. 


Pisces & Your connec- 
tion to something larger 
than yourself is tugging at 
you. Don't let yourself 
float away - listen. 
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How to improve your sleeping habits 


By ANNA GRACE ASKELSON Managing editor of production 


Being a college student can be 
very tiring, particularly with all of 
the added stress of online classes 
and COVID-19 concerns. 

So, for many college students, 
the question of how to get more 
sleep is of fundamental impor- 
tance. 

I pride myself on crafting the 
perfect bedtime routine to give 
myself the best opportunity to 
sleep that I can. These are a few 
of my tips for giving yourself the 
best chance to sleep well. 

Cooling pillowcases 

If I said that I would die for a 
pillowcase, you would likely think 
me insane. That’s because you 
haven't tried a cooling pillowcase. 
These elysian beauties seem to be 
spun from the pure north wind, 
and the chilliness on my face 
means that my usually over-heat- 
ed body can sleep peacefully. 

If my roommate wants to 
turn the air to 90 degrees, they 
can. I will be resting soundly and 
unbothered with my face gen- 
tly laying on a silky sheet of icy 
goodness. If you sleep warm, do 
yourself a favor; go to Walmart 
and buy two of these pillowcases 
for less than $10. 


ARTIST SPOTLIGHT 


Warm lighting 

For me, a large part of my 
bed routine is to adjust the vibes 
from awake vibes to sleepy vibes. 
I accomplish this by changing my 
lighting from the harsh overheads 
to my warm Christmas lights - 
occasionally with the addition of 
my wax melter. 

Switching from lots of light, 
to a little warm glowy light, to no 
light at all truly helps me get in 
sleep mode. Perhaps this process 
mirrors the human body reacting 
to sunset, but I have no idea. Jam 
a fool and not a scientist. 

Sound machine 

I realized on a recent trip with 
my brother that if I sleep in the 
same room as another person, I 
become paralyzed with fear that 
I will wake them up by making 
noises as I try to settle in. I also 
realized during a recent night in 
my dormitory that if I don’t have 
white noise, I will hear teenage 
boys loudly swearing at two in the 
morning. 

These realizations led to a 
third: I needed a white noise gen- 
erator. Using a sound machine has 
improved my sleep incredibly! 

I no longer feel anxious about 
sleeping near another person, 
and I can blissfully block out my 


S.J. TUCKER 


neighbor’s late-night profanity. 

Paper before bed 

When I say paper, I mean any 
non-screen media. Books, comics, 
zines or your handy copy of The 
Alabamian will all suffice. Pur- 
posefully having a small amount 
of screen-free time before bed can 
help you center yourself while 
also establishing a routine. 

Saving time for reading on 
paper before you sleep can also 
help you find time in your busy 
schedule to investigate new books 
and The Alabamian issues. 

Routine 

The overarching theme of this 
article is essentially to establish 
a routine for yourself. Doing the 
same few things in a row before 
bed every night really helps your 
body get to know when it’s time 
to sleep. Whether it’s just doing a 
simple skin care routine and then 
reading a book, or showering and 
then journaling, doing a thing or 
two in a row every night will help 
you get into shut down mode. 

Good sleep is valuable for 
everyone, especially college 
students. By following my five 
tips, you can get better sleep for 
yourself, however unlikely that 
seems. 





Photo by JP Valery via Unsplash. 
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Poole Gallery’s inaugural show 


By ANNA GRACE ASKELSON Managing editor of production 
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A view of “Small Bites” within Poole Gallery (All photos on page by Anna Grace Askelson). 


The inaugural show for Poole 
Gallery, located in the newly built 
Center for the Arts, is Kenny 
Jensen’s “Small Bites.” 

Jensen’s work is also showing in 
The Gallery, located in the bottom 
floor of Bloch. Both parts of the 
shows will be open from 10am- 
4pm, Monday through Friday, 
until Oct. 16. 

Jensen, a native Floridian 
visiting from St. Petersburg, 
focuses on environmental art. 

In his artist statement found 
in both galleries and on his 
website, Jensen said, “I actively 


—-, 
a 


seek, collect, and recontextualize, 
overlooked, organic phenomena 
and man-made artifacts, which 
in turn serve as inspiration or raw 
materials for a wide range of cross- 
discipline investigations.” 
Viewers can clearly see this 
recontextualization of organic 
phenomena throughout “Small 
Bites.” 
One piece, “I and Thou” 
is a recreation of the cracks in 
the Sistine Chapel made from 
tree roots. Another, a rainbow 
amalgamation of branches 


Looking inside a trough filled with multi-colored findings. 


arranged in a circle sticking out 
from the wall in Poole Gallery, 

is made from a tree that fell on 

Jensen’s home. 

Many pieces in “Small Bites” 
are made in collaboration with 
insects. “Paths of Consumption,” 
the strikingly colored free-floating 
lines seen across both galleries, are 
traced from the paths that insects 
eat into wood. A trough in the 
middle of Poole Gallery is filled 
with objects including one of the 
sticks that he found the pattern 
for “Paths of Consumption” 
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in. Viewers can see further 
collaborations with insects on the 
planks leaning against the walls in 
Poole. 

“With my most recent works 
I am both contemplating and 
attempting to make space for 
dialogue around 
current, pressing 
social issues that act 
to separate us from 
ourselves, each other, 
and nature — like 
fundamentalism, 
tribalism, and climate 
collapse apathy/ 
denial,” Jensen said in 
his statement. 

The marriage 
between art and 
the environment is 
clearly shown in this 
very large body of work, while it 
also maintains a striking visual 
aesthetic. The very saturated and 
clearly man-made color scheme 
seen across the show interacts 
with the natural materials 
in a way which offers a great 
deal for viewers to take in and 
contemplate. 

The way the shows are set up is 
impressive. Viewers are sure to be 
struck by the expansiveness of this 
show, which fills two galleries to 
the brim. 

Furthermore, Jensen's 
career background in museum 
installation informed the unique 
way that the pieces cover and 


“Tam both 
contemplating and 
attempting to make 

space for dialogue 
around current, 
ressing social issues 
that act to separate us 
from ourselves, each 
other, and nature” 
-Kenny Jensen 


interact with the environment; in 
Bloch, gallery viewers can even see 
a piece of art stuck to the ceiling. 

The material in Bloch gallery 
holds more of Jensen’s work. 

Two troughs hold found material 
and process sketches, and several 
pedestals display 
carved wooden 
blocks. The walls 
are full of art in an 
array of mediums, 
including painting 
and photography. 

Jensen visited 
campus to help 
install each piece, 
but he has since 
returned to his 
wife Maggie and 
son Ceder in 
Florida. 

Because of COVID-19, no 
in-person gallery talk is scheduled. 
A virtual gallery talk from Jensen 
should be available at the end of 
October. 

For updates about future 
shows and the virtual gallery talk, 
visit The Gallery page on the 
Montevallo website. 

For more information about 
Jensen’s art, visit http://www. 
kennyjensen.com/. 





One of several collaborations with bugs. 


This piece is made of a tree that fell on Jensen's home. 





Another view of “Small Bites” within Poole Gallery. 
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By ZOE HALL, EIC 


Governor Ivey declares 
state of emergency 

On the morning of Sept. 
14, 2020, Gov. Ivey declared a 
state of emergency in prepara- 
tion for Tropical Storm Sally. 

“Bad weather is nothing 
to take lightly,” said Ivey. 

“We pray that Sally doesn’t 
do any harm, but we must 
be prepared just in case. As 
your governor, you have my 
assurance that every resource 
will be available if we need it. 
Be safe, Alabama.” 

According to the National 
Hurricane Center, the storm 
had sustained winds of 90 
miles per hour, making it a 
Category 2 hurricane. Sally is 
expected to strengthen before 
landfall, possibly as a Category 
3. 

By the time of the press 
release, Ivey had already issued 
an order to close Alabama 
beaches and encouraged 
evacuation of flood-prone 
areas. There has been increas- 
ing concerns for the potential 
for “dangerous and potential 
historic” inland flooding, 

Sally could possibly bring 
damaging winds, coastal 
flooding and heavy rain. On 
the coast, eight to 16 inches 
of rain is possible and flood 
watches have been issued as far 
inland as central Alabama. 


Wildfires intensify in 
western US 

Since the beginning of 
2020, over 3.2 million acres 
of land have been burned in 
California, which is the largest 


amount on record. 

At least 35 have died, 
including 24 in California, 10 
in Oregon and one in Wash- 
ington. Over 4,000 structures 
were destroyed and more 
than 60,000 people have been 
forced out. 

Authorities warned that 
weather is expected to worsen 
conditions; high winds may 
push smoke to surrounding 
states including Montana and 
Idaho. 

President Trump arrived 
in Northern California to 
be debriefed by officials on 
Monday, Sept. 14. While 
President Trump has pointed 
to poor land management 
for cause of the fires, both 
Goy. Gavin Newsom and Los 
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
have attributed it to climate 
change. 

Newsom specifically noted 
that a small portion of the 
forest land in California is 
controlled by the state, while 
over 70% is under presidential 
control. 

Trump has shifted ques- 
tions about climate change to 
Newsom who thanked Trump 
for the federal help, but point- 
ed that the temperatures and 
lack of rain has exacerbated 
conditions. Scientists have also 
since rejected the notion that 
negligent forest management 
is the central cause of many of 
the recent fires. 

Democratic presidential 
candidate Joe Biden respond- 
ed to Trump’s dismissive 
comments by calling him a 
“climate arsonist.” This is one 
of the most apparent contrasts 
between the two candidates, 
especially after recent backfire 
against Trump’s withdrawal of 
the Paris climate accord. 

There are currently over 
70 active fires in the United 
States, according to the Na- 
tional Interagency Fire Center. 
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Freshman perspectives on College Night 


By CADY INABINNETT 





Photo by Anna Grace Askelson, Managing editor of content. 


Part of the nature of attending 
college during a global pandemic 
is change. Nearly every aspect of 
campus life has had to be altered 
to conform with health and 
safety guidelines — from required 
mask-wearing to social-distancing 
within the classroom, and even 
adapting for remote learning. 

Nothing is immune to the 
effects of COVID-19, perhaps 
even the longstanding tradition of 
College Night. With every other 
part of campus life changing, it 
was inevitable that College Night 
will have to adapt to our pandem- 
ic-tinged reality. But how do these 
changes alter the perceptions 
some freshmen students have 
about College Night? 

“Naturally, this whole year has 
brought down morale,” said Rea- 
gan Baker, musical theatre major. 

Other freshmen shared a simi- 
lar sentiment as well. 


COVID-19 


By CADY INABINNETT 


As universities begin their fall 
semesters, many changes have been 
made in order to ensure the safety 
of students and faculty amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Colleges 
that have reopened for in-per- 
son learning have put into place 
policies requiring mask-wearing 
and encouraging social distancing, 
However, positive COVID-19 cas- 
es among students are still being 
reported at reopened institutions, 
including 35 reported cases here 
at Montevallo. This raises the ques- 
tion, how do UM’s precautions 
compare to colleges across the state 
and the country? 

Most colleges within the state 
followed a similar reopening 
plan — issuing guidelines on social 
distancing, lower class density in 
addition to hybrid and remote 
learning options and required 
mask wearing. However, what 
seems to set these schools apart is 
the enforcement of these guide- 
lines. 

For example, students are 
supposed to complete a daily 
Healthcheck at UAB, the Univer- 
sity of South Alabama and UM. 
Out of these three schools, UAB is 
strictest as students must complete 
a Healthcheck before being able 
to enter any building on campus. 
This has not been enforced at 
the same level by either USA or 
Montevallo. 

Additionally, the attitude of 
students differs between the three 
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Megan Davis, an undeclared 
major, stated that she believes 
fewer freshman will get involved 
this year, as most don’t already 
have connections with either Pur- 
ple or Gold side. Social distancing 
making it more difficult to meet 
people who would otherwise 
convince them to join a particular 
side. 

English major, Piper Holling- 
sworth, also worried that “a lot 
of the spirit” might be taken out 
of College Night and that “the 
true competition of College Night 
won't be there this year.” 

Laura Griffin, art major, 
shared a similar view as well, de- 
termining that any change will be 
hard due to the tradition of it all. 

While it is fair to say that some 
of the appeal and draw may be 
diminished for many freshmen, 
anticipation still remains. Even 
as they were apprehensive, these 


impacts campuses 


institutions as well. At UM, 
mask-wearing, for the most part, 
is complied with. However, social 
distancing measures are not as 
strictly followed. 

However, no other college in 
Alabama has been as affected by 
COVID-19 than UA. The number 
of cases at UA increased exponen- 
tially shortly after the start of the 
semester, and currently stands at 
2,342 positive cases, about 6% of 
the student population. 

This number is compared to 
203 positive cases (1.2%) at UAB; 
28 positive cases (0.3%) at UAH; 
588 positive cases (2.2%) at Au- 
burn; and 35 positive cases (1.5%) 
at UM. 

The number of positive cases 
at UA can be attributed to large 
off-campus gatherings, which 
prompted the city of Tuscaloosa 
to close all bars for two weeks, in 
addition to increased monitoring 
of off-campus residences, Greek 
housing and restaurants to ensure 
that social distancing guidelines 
are being followed. 

Outside UA, many colleges, 
such as the University of Cali- 
fornia system, did not return for 
in-person instruction for the fall 
semester. Other institutions that 
did return for in-person classes 
have been grappling with skyrock- 
eting numbers of cases, similar to 
UA. After having 130 students test 
positive for COVID-19 within the 


first week of classes, the University 
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freshmen still expressed excite- 
ment for their first College Night. 
Baker believes that changes 
could allow for more creativity 
throughout the process, allowing 
unique ideas and different points 
of view to be brought to the table, 
and could, ultimately, lead to a 
more interesting show, as well 
as “definitely bringing people 
together more.” 

Davis commented that, 
coming in as a freshman, College 
Night was going to be a new and 
unique experience in the first 
place, saying that, given the cir- 
cumstances of the year, “it would 
be weirder if it didn’t change.” 

She also added that she’s 
optimistic that having to alter the 
tradition might lead to positive 
changes, “because if you're forced 
to change you might come up 
with better things.” 

Hollingsworth seemed op- 


of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
pivoted from offering in-person 
classes to being fully remote. 
Overall, the return to college 
campuses across the country has 
been met with varying levels of 
success, even when many uni- 
versities have followed similar 
reopening and safety plans. There 
appears to be a correlation with 
the number of positive cases and 
how strictly enforced guidelines 
outlined in reopening plans are 


being followed. 


timistic as well and stated, “Of 
course I still think it'll be fun.” 

Both Baker and Davis also 
expressed sentiments that this 
College Night will feel more 
historic, with Baker stating it will, 
“feel special, in a way.” 

Davis agreed, adding the she 
feels as though it will, “mean 
more later, looking back at it.” 

But, perhaps, Baker best 
summed up the apprehensive op- 
timism of many freshmen student 
in her statement, “This whole year 
has been weird, so it’s fitting that 
College Night is weird too.” 


— REGAP—— 


‘The first SGA meeting was 
held on Sept. 2. During 
executive officer reports, SGA 
President Thomas Dillard 
brought up the state of the 
dining hall, noting lower 
turnout than usual. Then, the 
senators brought up possibly 
acquiring more room in the 
cafeteria and a stronger push 
for the to-go option. It was 
also announced that applica- 
tions for Mr. & Ms. Mon- 
tevallo opened on FalconLink. 
Another announcement was 
for an event called “Boom 
Boom Bingo,” which is set to 
take place on Sept 24. During 
the Sept. 9 meeting, it was 
announced that SGA appli- 
cations would be coming to 
FalconLink. 
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Graphic by Bell Jackson 
Dear readers, 


When it comes to knowing 
what to do next, I’m totally 
clueless. 

Right now, all I know I can do 
is take the first step and deal with 


whatever is in front of me. 

That means doing whatever 
I can to protect myself and 
others. Wearing my mask, 
social distancing and all the 
precautions that I’m having to 
take are difficult. There’s nothing 





I wouldn’t give to hug my best 
friend or simply visit her in her 
dorm room. 

I recognize how difficult 
these times have been. I went 
months stuck in my childhood 
bedroom, hundreds of miles from 
my friends. I won't be able to see 
my friends on Flower Hill for 
graduation. I still remain distant 
with some of my friends who are 
out of state. Joining class from the 
four walls of my apartment has 
become quite lonely. 

I have to have faith that my 
fellow students will do the right 
thing. We are only a few weeks 
into the semester and we have 
already reached a 1% positive rate. 

I’ve seen students go above my 
expectations of being safe, but 
I’ve also seen students disregard 
the precautions altogether. Just 


last week, I went to the library to 
catch up on some class reading 
and a group of about fifteen men 
came in, several of which were 
not wearing masks. I became so 
uncomfortable that I packed up 
and went home. 

I am begging the student 
body to do the right thing; I’ve 
seen people I know and care 
about become sick because of 
this pandemic. There are even 
a few I know who've lost loved 
ones. More than anything, I am 
begging you as a reader to not 
make me write an obituary. 

Young people often like to 
think they’re invincible, but I 
promise that we are much more 
vulnerable than we want to 
believe. 

There are things that ?d much 
rather be doing, hanging out with 


Preservation vs remastering of film 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Lifestyles reporter 





A film still from “Star Wars: a New Hope” featuring a digitally added Jabba the Hutt. 


During the 1980’s there was 
a significant backlash against 
the colorization of black and 
white films, a practice that was 
popularized by Ted Turner, who 
defended his company’s actions in 
1986 by stating, “I own the films 
we're in the process of colorizing.” 

This viewpoint was starkly 
rebuked in 1988 by director 
George Lucas who testified 
before Congress that “the public’s 
interest is ultimately dominant 
over all other interests” and 
“American law does not protect 
our painters, sculptors, recording 
artists, authors, or filmmakers 
from having their lifework 
distorted and their reputation 
ruined.” 

It is interesting to note that 
Lucas later went on to release 
special editions of his “Star Wars” 
films with significant changes that 
go even farther than colorization. 

I bring up colorization in order 
to add context to the modern act 
of restoration and remastering of 
film. 

Films are constantly being 
changed in various ways by 
directors and companies after 
they have been released to the 
public. 

The film “E.T.” had the guns 
in the film replaced with walkie 
talkies. The 2019 film “Cats” even 
had a few minor changes made 
while it was still in theaters. 

Disney has garnered negative 
attention due to its Blu-Ray 
restoration of “Cinderella,” 
along with other classic films. A 
popular change brought up by 


artist Stephen Duignan is that 
Cinderella’s dress appears blue 
and lacks linework in the Blu-Ray, 
whereas the original is silver and 
has detail on the skirt. 

Duignan explained that in 
an attempt to improve picture 
quality Disney’s artists removed 
film-grain and recomposited 
characters into backgrounds 
using rotoscoping, a technique 
which copies the animations of 
the character for digitally placing 
on a fresh background. Due to 
these changes, there is noticeable 
change in line quality and color. 

Although there are artists that 
work tirelessly and passionately 
on these restorations, I believe it 
would be better to preserve the 
original versions despite the low 
resolution so that the integrity 
and detail of the original work 
can be preserved. 

The “Star Wars” films are 
perhaps the most prominent 
examples of significant changes to 
film along with fan backlash. 

The original trilogy, under the 
supervision of Lucas, received 
numerous changes for the special 
edition released in 1997. Entire 
scenes were added into the 
film along with various images 
recomposited and digital zooms. 

Most famously, the smuggler 
character, Han Solo, had his 
blaster fire changed from the 
original so that he and his 
opponent, Greedo, fired at the 
same time. This small change 
angered many fans as it removed 
the darker nature of Han’s 
character. Another addition was 


the Jabba the Hutt character 
digitally composited into a deleted 
scene that was added to the first 
film. 

The greatest issue with these 
changes to the film is that the 
original theatrical version of the 
films is not accessible through 
legal means. Lucas purposefully 
released the original version for 
the last time in 1995 on VHS and 
even this release features a few 
minute changes including a name 
change for the first film. 

The issue I have with “Star 
Wars” and many other films is 
not that directors make changes 
and special versions but that the 
original versions are no longer 
supported or accessible. 

“Star Wars” is a highly 
influential film that shifted the 
direction of cinema and it is a 
shame to not have ready access 


to original version that impressed 
audiences. 

An excellent example of film 
preservation done correctly is 
Ridley Scott’s “Blade Runner.” 
The film was originally released 
in 1982 and the theatrical 
cut featured heavy studio 
interference. There was awful 
narration over the film and a 
newly filmed ending that was not 
the director’s intent. Due to this, 
there are numerous iterations of 
the film that have been released 
featuring cut scenes and additions 
by Scott. 

There are seven different 
versions of the film due to all 
these different cuts, with the final 
version aptly named “The Final 
Cut.” “Blade Runner” differs from 
“Star Wars” in that the theatrical 
version of the film has been 
included as a bonus feature along 
with other various versions of the 
film on Blu-Ray. Unlike “Star 
Wars,” the original film is still 
accessible to the public and prints 
of the film are preserved by the 
National Film Registry. 

It is important to support a 
director’s original vision and bring 
it to new audiences with higher 
quality but not at the cost of 
historical preservation. 

Some films can serve as a 
testament to the woes of studio 
interference while other film’s 
small mistakes or poor effects can 
give insight on production. They 
can also teach struggling directors 
who are working to make films 
today. The small flaws of a film 
give it context and character and 
to remove them is to remove some 
of that character. 





Disney’s “Cinderella” after being remastered. 


New lessons learned in a new age 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor of content 


The era of COVID-19 has 
brought new and inconvenient 
realities upon all our daily 
existences. I am very confident 
that I am not the only college 
student who is frustrated by the 
restrictions that the need for 
safety places upon my interactions 
with others. 

Like most, I miss the ability 
to spend times with my friends. 
I miss the meeting in person 
for student organizations and 
being able to just show up at 
the Montevallo Organization 
of Gaming and play unplanned 
boardgames or pick up games of 
Magic: the Gathering. 

I understand the need for the 
new safety precautions, but like 
most, I despise their necessity 
even while agreeing with them. 


Such is the world we live in now. 
It hardly needs to be stated 
that I eagerly look forward to the 
day when I can walk out into the 

hallway to refill my water bottle 
without putting on a mask first. 

Yet, despite this feeling of 
anticipation that possesses me 
when I look forward to the 
currently unfixed future, I must 
admit that there are several things 
that I do hope we retain after this 
current season has passed. 

Anyone who has lived on 
campus for a few semesters knows 
how easily everyone gets sick 
during flu season. The caf is the 
one location on campus where 
everyone mingles together, and as 
such, it is only natural that it is 
where a lot of people get sick. 

1 like living in the knowledge 


that thanks to some of the new 
precautions I am significantly 
less likely to get sick just from 
spending time in the caf. I see 
no reason for us to stop having 
hand sanitizer stations or to ease 
up on the intense cleaning that 
is now part of the caf due to the 
pandemic. 

Lalso feel that the hand 
sanitizer stations are a positive, 
and during flu season, it could 
be a great boon to campus in the 
future. 

An increase in general 
cleanliness is not the only positive 
to come out of this situation. I 
also believe that we should keep 
the looser rules on attendance 
after the pandemic is over. 

One of my greatest frustrations 
throughout my college career has 


been the insistence of some of my 
professors that I obtain a note 
from health services or a doctor to 
validate that I was actually sick. 

This practice is utterly 
ridiculous. If 1 am puking into 
my toilet bowl, I don’t need to 
pay a doctor to let me know that 
I should stay in bed. Also, there 
is the issue of money. I have a 
relatively low co-pay of $30, but 
for many, it is far more, and even 
$30 can be a lot depending on 
how much you have. 

This is why I feel that in our 
eagerness to return to a time 
free of the constant weight of 
the pandemic, we shouldn’t just 
throw away all of the changes 
we've made. 


my friends, preparing for the 
GRE, visiting my parents on the 
weekend, but I, like many other 
students, are too preoccupied 
with worrying about our safety to 
study. 

So, I encourage you to be safe 
and call on others. Lives depend 
on us doing the right thing. 


Zoe Hall, editor-in-chief 


The 
Alabamian 


Farmer Hall, 

Behind Post Office 
Station 6222 
Montevallo, AL 35115 


alabamian@montevallo.edu 


Editor-in-chief 
Zoe Hall 


Managing editor of 
content 


Harrison Neville 


Managing editor of 
production 


Anna Grace Askelson 


Copy editor 


Hannah Irvin 
Design director 
Bell Jackson 

News reporter 
Bri Balasky 


Sports reporter 
Xander Swain 


Lifestyles reporter 
Noah Wortham 


Social media manager 


Katy Barnes 


Contributing writers 


Wesley Hyde 

Cady Inabinett 
Annaprenzie Kocsis 
Rylee Holt 

Ryan Howard 


Adviser 


Tiffany Bunt 





News 


Page $ 








Esports continues under COVID-19 changes 


By XANDER SWAIN, Sports reporter 





Photo by Anna Grace Askelson, Managing editor of production. 


Amid the different responses 
made by the University of Mon- 
tevallo, student organizations 
have been taking extra measures 
in handling the pandemic while 
also trying to balance involve- 
ment on campus. The Esports 
team is no different. Being 
part of the athletic department 
and the Peach Belt Conference 
(PBC), they have made adjust- 
ments to respond to COVID-19 
appropriately. 

Emily Dickerson, League of 
Legends player for Esports, social 
media manager and head of 


Progress ona coronavirus vaccine 


public relations, and Dr. Brendan 
Beal, the team coach, were asked 
how the Esports team is address- 
ing COVID-19. Mask guide- 
lines, as well as social distancing 
guidelines, are to be followed and 
enforced as per UM rules. 

Their practice room has ten 
available computers, but in order 
to follow social distancing only 
five are being used; this is no issue 
because the players are encour- 
aged to practice remotely on their 
personal setups. The primary con- 
cern the team had was somehow 
fitting their now doubled team 


By BRI BALASKY, News Reporter 





Photo by Retha Ferguson via Pexels. 


Within the last six months, 
COVID-19 has had a drastic 
impact upon the lives of Amer- 
icans everywhere. With schools 
and businesses reopening and flu 
season just around the corner, the 
hope for a cure, or at least a vac- 
cine, is only growing stronger. 

The death toll in the Unit- 
ed States alone reached about 
195,000 as of Sept. 14, and 
Alabama makes up about 2,300 
of those deaths. 

Our state has the fifth highest 
infection rate per capita according 
to Statista.com, meaning that for 
every 100,000 people, 2,830 Ala- 
bamians contract COVID-19. 

Jefferson County in particular, 
has the highest infection rate of 
COVID-19 cases according to the 
Alabama Department of Public 
Health. This is not unlike other 
southern states like Georgia and 
Arkansas, which saw a spike much 
later than their northern counter- 
parts. 

With the recent reopening 
of schools, states nationwide are 
seeing a spike in COVID-19 cases 
in children. Many other countries 
reopened schools when the aver- 
age number of COVID-19 cases 
per 100,000 people was 1. 

By contrast, the United States 
had no such regulations for 
reopening and had 40, 60 or 75 
cases per 100,000 and infection 


rates higher than 5%, which 

the Centers for Disease Con- 

trol (CDC) and World Health 

Organization (WHO) strongly 

recommended against. 
According to the Washington 

Post, as of July 30, 338,982 cases 

of coronavirus were confirmed 

in children, and since there is no 

definitive way to track how many 

children get infected at school, 

this number 

has likely 


increased. 


into the small practice room. 

Nevertheless, the team worked 
together and created “an almost 
entirely inclusive schedule,” said 
Dickerson. They continue to 
meet in Bibb Graves for team 
meetings, but the practice room 
will only allow 12 people in at 
once. 

‘The team was sad to see their 
team captain, Jackson Kenne- 
dy, leave upon graduating, but 
they are excited about the new 
experiences new leadership brings. 
Instead of continuing to have an 
overall single captain, there will 
now be a leadership team. Carter 


navirus vaccine will take only 12 
to 18 months to develop before it 
becomes available to the public. 
Over 100 of the vaccine 
candidates are in the preclinical 
trials, where they are being tested 
on animals to see if it triggers an 
immune response. 29 are in phase 
one and have been given to a few 
people to determine whether it’s 
safe for humans and how their 
immune system 


‘As of Sept. 14, there are cur- will react. 18 
rently 170 candidate vaccines rec- are currently in 


According to ognized by WHO being developed phase two and 


WebMD, avac- 47d tested by teams of researchers have been given 
cine forces your 70m all over the world, according to hundreds 


body to create 
antibodies 
against a certain illness, usually 
created using a weakened or dead 
form of the germs. This immunity 
would not only increase chances 
of recovery, it could potentially 
save thousands of lives. 

As of Sept. 14, there are 
currently 170 candidate vaccines 
recognized by WHO being 
developed and tested by teams 
of researchers from all over the 
world, according to an article by 
The Guardian. 

Based upon information found 
on historyvaccines.org, the typical 
vaccine takes 10 to 15 years to 
undergo all the necessary stages to 
become a viable solution, but it’s 
estimated that a potential coro- 


to an article by The Guardian.” of people so 


researchers can 
learn more about safety and dos- 
age. Nine are in the third phase 
and have been given to thousands 
of people to confirm its safety, 
side effects and effectiveness. 

The trials in the third phase 
involve the addition of a placebo. 
All these numbers show prom- 
ise, although the WHO doesn’t 
believe an effective vaccine will be 
possible until mid 2021. 


Southworth will be the League 
of Legends, with Logan Hare 

as team captain for the B team. 
Ethan Baggett is the team’s Over- 
watch captain. J’son Kangethe is 
the Smash Ultimate captain and 
Graham Dickey is the Rocket 
League captain. 

It is believed that the new lead- 
ership team will be better suited 
to handle each individual game, 
and will bring better insight into 
future decisions. There are also 
two non-game related leadership 
positions. These are the Head of 
Recruitment, Linda Silva, and 
Head of Social Media and Public 
Relations, Emily Dickerson. 

There is no issue with remote 
players as the PBC and game pub- 
lishers allow remote students to 
continue to participate. Because 
competition is already virtual, 
there is little change. The only 
significant changes are to prac- 
tice, allowing smaller in-person 
practices and the scheduling to 
allow as much in-person training 
as possible. 

‘The team will continue to use 
Discord, a community-based 
communication platform that 
allows people to create servers 
where members can text or voice 
chat. The team uses Discord to 
communicate during competition 
and make important announce- 
ments. The PBC and the National 
Association of Collegiate Esports 
(NACE) have messaging systems 
for team communications. 

The Esports team is a part of 
the athletic department, wishing 
to be treated no differently from 
other sports on campus. Because 
of this, they have had to suspend 
practices until further notice. 
When practice resumes no one 


will be permitted in their practice 
room until further notice and all 
practices will be virtual. 

If a player does not wish to 
participate in competition or 
cannot, the team is willing to find 
a way for them to continue to be 
a part of the program. Accord- 
ing to Dickerson, one of their 
players who cannot participate in 
competition has been recruited 
to participate in the social media 
team. 

“He will assist us with stream- 
ing ideas and different online 
project ideas throughout the 
semester and then will come back 
next semester,” said Dickerson. 

Managing tryouts is currently 
being discussed, but should still 
take place. When the decision is 
made on how they will be held, 
the Esports team will be “highly 
advertising it online and across 
campus,” said Dickerson. 

If any student wishes to try- 
out but cannot do so remotely, 
there will be at least “5 socially 
distanced, in-person computers 
for those potential recruits that 
do not have the best equipment at 
home,” said Beal. 

If a student wishes to try-out 
for the Esports team, they can 
stay updated with the team’s 
social media. 

In all, the Esports team players 
appreciate everything that both 
the athletic department and Dr. 
Beal have done. The players be- 
lieve COVID-19 is being handled 
seriously not just within Esports 
but Montevallo as a whole. 


Student Emploment 


By ANNAPRENZIE KOCSIS 


Photo by Picjumbo via Pexels. 


Job hunting has gotten a whole 
lot different with COVID-19 
around. Many people have lost 
jobs due to new restrictions and 
have filed for unemployment. 

Mark Bolton, the manager 
of student employment at UM, 
provided statistics for the change 
in student employment between 
the 2019-2020 school year and 
the 2020-2021 school year. 

He said that from Sep. 3, 2019, 
there were approximately 259 
students on the payroll, compared 
to the recent payroll done on Sep. 
4, 2020 that had approximately 
198 students on the payroll. 

This means that there was a 
24% decrease in student employ- 
ees since the start of the school 
year. However, Bolton mentioned 
that since Aug. 30, there have 
been an additional 35 work au- 
thorizations sent out to students. 
Once these pay deposits have 
been made, there will only be a 
10% decrease since 2019. 

There were some positions that 
were not able to be re-filled due to 
the restrictions of COVID-19. 

But there is still hope for those 
still on the hunt for their work 
opportunities. Some departments 
did not lower the number of 
workers they can have, but in- 
stead have increased their hiring 
because of additional needs for 
COVID-19. 

“We currently have multiple 
openings for work study and job 
ship positions and students are 
encouraged to engage in the ap- 
plication process,” Bolton stated. 

Students can visit https://jobs. 
montevallo.edu to find the appli- 
cations and more information on 
these work opportunities. 

“T don’t think COVID-19 


makes students more hesitant to 


apply for jobs on campus,” said 
Bolton, “If anything, working on 
campus allows students to remain 
in a more restricted environment 
with less exposure to the general 
public compared to those working 
off-campus.” 

Anna Blanchard, a Tutwiler 
Hall RA, had some thoughts on 
the changes to her job due to 
COVID-19. 

“Tt has definitely made it 
different, because there is a lot 
more regulations within the halls. 
You can’t have outside visitation 
and you have to wear masks.” 
Blanchard said, “There is defi- 
nitely a lot more rule enforcement 
versus having programs and meet- 
ing your residents face-to-face.” 

While work experiences 
change, so does the environment 
of the campus. Sometimes the 
feeling of security can change as 
well. How safe do student workers 
feel with the regulations the uni- 
versity has put in place? 

According to Blanchard, she 
feels safe with how the Univer- 
sity is handling the pandemic; 
however, she feels that it is mostly 
up to everyone to follow those 
guidelines to help keep everyone 
on campus safe. 

Overall, student employment 
on campus has been affected by 
the pandemic in more ways than 
one. But the University is working 
to create a safe work enviornment 
for all student employees. 
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New MC professor on travel and van life 


By ZOE HALL, Editor in chief 


Born in Lake Charles, Louisi- 
ana, Dr. Stephanie Dean moved 
around with her nomadic parents 
over fifty times during her child- 
hood, primarily in the Pacific 
Northwest and later in the South 
as a teen. 

“Traveling and getting to 
know other people and other 
cultures really broadens your own 
perspective,” said Dean. “Get out 
there and experience everything.” 

She attended the University 
of Alabama where she began to 
study music. 

“T loved playing, but it’s not 
really what I wanted to do forev- 
er,” said Dean. “My mom is an 
elementary school teacher, and I 
loved the education part, but not 
so much the age group.” 

“I wanted to teach at an age 
group where I could have the 
more difficult discussions with, 
and so I did my undergrad in high 
school education,” she continued. 

After graduating, she and her 
ex-husband moved to Sweden, 


where they lived for fifteen years. 

“T had the opportunity to 
work in a really amazing digital 
humanities lab called HUMLab,” 
said Dean. “There I got into lin- 
guistics and computer mediated 
communications.” 

She got to look at how people 
were using the Internet and com- 
puters to communicate and form 
community. 

“This was when people were 
just getting online more regularly. 
Blogging and Facebook had just 
gone public and not just at the 
one school,” said Dean. “In that 
kind of early stages, I absolutely 
fell in love and knew that that’s 
what I wanted to do for the rest of 
my life.” 

While in Sweden, she earned 
her M.A and Ph.D. in computer 
mediated communications from 
HUMLab at Umea University. 

In her free time, Dean enjoys 
exploring the van life and RV life 
movements. 

Last summer, she and a group 


renovated an RV and travelled 
the Southwest. 

“We did it for a big project 
called Project Liberatas. We went 
from here to a Star Trek conven- 
tion in LA and back. We stopped 
in 12 different cities and asked 
people if they understood what 
their first amendment rights were, 
what did that mean to them. 
What did it mean to live here?” 

According to Dean, the trip 
also allowed them to do some 
360 capture using drones and 
special cameras. 

“We tried to capture a slice of 
American life across the US,” said 
Dean. 

Though it is difficult to 
travel right now because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Dean 
pointed out that RVs are a safe 
way to travel as you have your 
own bathroom and kitchen. She 
is currently on her second RV 
restoration. 

Dean also mentioned that she 
hoped to be able the explore the 


west coast during a future project 
since she was unable to this go 
around. 

A few of her favorite places 
she’s traveled to were Greece and 
Vienna. 

“They're nice in completely 
different ways,” she said. “When 
I was in Vienna though, I met up 
with a group of technologists, or 
they also call themselves futur- 
ists, which is the coolest job title 
ever.” 

She particularly enjoyed being 
able to travel with locals and go 
beyond tourist places. “I had the 
best wienerschnitzel and you 
could see the water outside.” 

Dean also mentioned that she 
had a couple of podcasts, one of 
which is called “Restoration RV.” 

Though she is newer to pod- 
casting, Dean has always been 
interested in new media. 

“T feel like it’s my job to stay as 
current as possible, but also really 
remind myself and my students 
that it’s about the story, not the 


Crossword: Quarantine things 


By RYLEE HOLT & RYAN HOWARD 


ACROSS: 


3. Making bank in your 
pajamas. 


5. Instant coffee, hot water 
and sugar, served over cold 
milk. 


7. The things that Chloro- 
filled your home with life 
and purpose. 


8. “Have you listened to this 
musical? WHAT!? OMG 
you HAVE to.” 


technology,” said Dean. “The 
technology can give us different 
ways of telling the story.” 

However, according to Dean, 
she started learning about audio 
as a necessity since she works with 
video. A producer friend who she 
co-created an immersive story- 
telling lab with helped her better 
understand audio. 

“T’ve always enjoyed listen- 
ing to podcasts. When I started 
learning audio, it was a natural 
transition to go from being a con- 
sumer of podcasting to becoming 
a producer.” 

She has been back in the States 
since 2014, but has been teaching 
since 2004 and has taught multi- 
ple subjects including English and 
drama. 

Dean is currently on her first 
year of teaching at UM as an 
assistant professor in Mass Com- 
munications. 








10. Do a little dance. Make 
a little meme. Get down 
tonight. 


11. DIY fashion trend, re- 
verse it with bleach. 


12. “Hey cool cats and 
kittens.” 


13. Preheat your oven to 
350 and pop in that sweet 
loaf. 


14. The government aid 
that made college students 
across the nation sad to be 
registered as a “dependent.” 


17. A Nintendo Switch 
game that showed us New 
Horizons. 


18 Start with the border, 
end with a missing piece. 


DOWN: 


1. The happiest streaming 
service on Earth. 


2. Be my friend, but only 
from six feet away. 


4. The rich get richer; the 
poor get 2-day shipping. 


6. The accessory you can't 
leave home without. 


9. Snapbacks do it on the 
field, but most people do it 
in the woods. 


10. The personal hygiene 
product that became as 
valuable as oil. 


15. A centuries old board 
game that saw a recent 
surge in popularity online. 


16. The hair cut that makes 
your friends ask if you are 
okay. 


19. Skype had a 17 year 
head start and still lost to 
this company. 
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The editor’s top seven cult classic movie picks 








By ZOE HALL, Editor in chief 





Graphic by Anna Grace Askelson, managing editor of production. 


We all have a movie — you 
know the one — that you can 
quote from beginning to end. 
Whether we like them or not, 
these are movies we've watched 
dozens of times and are cult clas- 
sics for a reason. 

They have a strange eccentric 
appeal that’s different from other 
films. They step out the box and 
though they are flawed, cult clas- 
sics are stylized in some way. Here 


are some cult classic films that 
everyone should watch. 


Rocky Horror Picture Show 

In this comedy horror musi- 
cal, sweethearts Brad and Janet 
stumble upon the mansion of Dr. 
Frank-N-Furter, played by Tim 
Curry. They meet an ensemble 
of eccentric characters through a 
collection of rock songs, including 
Meat Loaf, Riff Raff and more. 


“Pardon?” 


By ISABELLA ZIGLAR 


PARDON? 





BY: |Sabella 1igiar 


\ MuHaT dO you 
SBcauu a Musician 


Clue 

Based on the popular board 
game, this film follows a dinner 
party at Mr. Boddy’s home where 
he reveals to have been black- 
mailing all of his guests. When 
the host ends up murdered, these 
guests must team up to figure out 
the guilty party. 


Evil Dead 
With it almost being October, 


now is a great time to revisit this 


“Native,” new anti-racist book 


By ANNA GRACE ASKELSON, Managing editor of production 


“Native: Identity, Belonging, 
and Rediscovering God” by Kait- 
lin B. Curtice, released this May, 
is an approachable piece of reli- 
gious non-fiction that covers race, 
connection to nature, feminism, 
Christianity and Native American 
spirituality. 

Curtice is a Potawatomi 
woman who was raised in the 
Christian church. This back- 
ground includes the language and 
theological structure of evangeli- 
cal Christianity with the cultural 
beliefs and traditions of the 
Potawatomi nation. 

Because of this background, 
though written as a Christian 
book, “Native” is accessible to 
anyone. To Curtice, personal 
connection to what she calls 
“Mystery” is more important 
than aligning with any particular 
religion. This personal connec- 
tion is described as the author 
analyzes the intersections and 
differences between Christianity 
and Potawatomi spirituality. 

Beyond being a religious 
book, “Native” is a book analyz- 
ing race and culture in Amer- 
ica. As an indigenous woman, 
Curtice is deeply troubled by 
what she sees as a white su- 
premacist streak throughout the 
evangelical church. To her, some 
types of evangelism risk erasing 
non-Christian’s culture, beliefs 
and tradition. 

“The problem isn’t that we 
search for truth; the problem is 
that we become obsessed with 
our belief that we hold the truth, 
and we destroy entire cultures in 
the process,” says Curtice. 

Curtice seeks to “decolonize,” 
or fight against the erasure of 
non-white culture, within the 


evangelical church in America. 
The decolonization is essentially 

a search for justice for Black, 
indigenous, people of color within 
the Church. 

“Decolonization doesn't mean 
we go back to the beginning, but 
it means we fix what is broken 
now, for future generations,” Cur- 
tice says in her book. 

This theme of making things 
right and seeking justice goes 
throughout the entirety of the 
book. Curtice has a strong person- 
al focus on social justice, a focus 
that she believes the church is 
called to share. In a stark depar- 
ture from much of mainstream 
evangelical theology, Curtice 
believes that a Christian’s focus 
should be on seeking making 
things right within the greater 
picture of the world, rather than 
focusing on personal sin. 

“While we sit in pews singing 
songs about personal sins and 
salvation, we are ill equipped to 
go into the world to face systems 
of injustice, many of which we 
helped create,” Curtice states. 

In addition to her strong focus 
on anti-racism and colonialism, 
Curtice offers some beautifully 
lyrical thoughts on spirituality. 

A huge focus of “Native” is 
connection to humanity through- 
out time through the practice of 
interacting with the Divine. To 
her, this interaction creates “a 
sacred belonging that spans time 
and generations and is called by 
many names,” as she says in her 
book. Curtice writes poetically 
about this human connection in 
her book. 

Another place that “Native” 
waxes poetic is through descrip- 
tions of connection to nature. In 


an example of intersection be- 
tween Christian and Potawatomi 
ideals, safeguarding the land is 
hugely important to Curtice. She 
writes extensively about environ- 
mental spirituality and her feelings 
about connecting to the spirit of 
the Divine through Nature. 

For example, a Potawatomi 
spiritual practice that connects 
to the land specifically is that of 
praying while burning sage or lay- 
ing tobacco leaves down on water. 

“When I burn sage or lay 
tobacco down, I know that I 
am tethered to a love that has 
remained steady throughout the 
centuries and that always calls me 
back to its own sacredness. And 
that sacredness will always lead me 
back out to the world to do the 
work of love.” 

Altogether, the main focus of 
“Native” is intersectionality. Cur- 
tice is careful to include a diversity 
of people in her discussions of 
justice, talking directly to “wom- 
en, Indigenous peoples, Black 
people, other people of color, 
disabled people, immigrants, those 
who journey with depression or 
anxiety, those who grieve, and 
those who are gender nonbinary, 
transgender, or queer.” 

This intersectional focus makes 
“Native” stand out in the field of 
Christian literature, and it makes 
it an accessible read for people 
from a variety of backgrounds. 

This is her second book, the 
first being “Glory Happening: 
Finding the Divine in Everyday 
Places.” “Native: Identity, Belong- 
ing, and Rediscovering God” is 
available for purchase wherever 
books are sold. 


movie. This supernatural horror 
film is about five college stu- 
dents who unknowingly release 
flesh-eating demons while on va- 
cation. The friends try to survive 
until morning, but feel helpless to 
stop the evil dead as it takes them 
down one by one. 


Heathers 

Veronica (Winona Ryder) was 
just trying to survive high school 
among the popular clique, a 
group of girls all named Heather, 
when mysterious bad boy JD 
shows up. After a bout of unin- 
tentional murder, Veronica’s life 
starts to spiral after her sociopath 
boyfriend begins to exact revenge 
on her enemies, who are also her 
best friends. 


Fight Club 

The first rule of Fight Club 
is “don’t talk about Fight Club,” 
but it’s impossible to not men- 
tion this film. Starring Edward 
Norton as the unnamed narrator, 
he forms a fight club with soap 
salesman Tyler Durden, who he 
rivals in trying to capture Marla’s 
attention. 


The Breakfast Club 

John Hughes’ coming-of-age 
movie follows five teens at their 
Saturday detention. They have 
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little in common but as the day 
drags on, they realizes that they 
are more alike than they know 
and come to have a different 
opinion of themselves. 


Scott Pilgrim vs. The World: 
After some chatter among my 
friend group, I finally sat down 
and watched this movie and boy 
was I blown away. Not only does 
this comedy feature an incredible 
cast, the premise is hilarious. A 
mediocre bass player, Scott, must 
defeat an army of evil exes to 
earn the heart of the cool Ramo- 
na Flowers. 


TU] ola aTiMarcolels 
(ove) aa} (osm Ke) 
alabamian@ 
montevallo. 
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ic=t- 140] a-voMiamelels 
next issue! 





“Entanglement” 


By DERRICK THOMAS 
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By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor of content 


Aries @ Now is the time 
to seize the day. Be confi- 
dent as you strut across the 
quad in your Spiderman 
onesie. As long as you own 
your decisions you will rock 
this week. 


Taurus &i Make it your 
goal this week to catch 
everything that you are 
chasing; it may require a lot 
of work, but just remember 
that you are the Batman of 
your reality and you can do 
it. 


Gemini i Sometimes, 
you might find yourself 
overwhelmed by the 
pressures brought down 
upon you by present 
circumstances, but in this 
time of darkness, get in 
touch with the deep ro- 
mantic well that is your 
soul. 


Cancer S You just need 
to take a leap. It’s okay to 
be weird, it is just an 
expression of your creative 
spirit. 


Leo & You need to calm 
down. The world might end 
in a few weeks, but you 
should use those weeks to 
do some fun stuff; don’t 
worry about the bunker, 
we all know you prepped 
that years ago. Take a 
breath and play a game 
online with friends. 


Virgo © There is a very 
good chance that you have 
been playing it safe as of 
late. Take a night off and do 
something dumb. Be 
spontaneous. 


Libra & There is nothing 
more self-confident than 
wearing a lightsaber in pub- 
lic. Assert yourself and 
show the world that you 
are a Jedi to be reckoned 
with. The force is strong in 
you, and don't you forget it. 


Scorpio if It canbe 
hard, but sometimes it is 
better to take hold of your 
inner sidekick and let 
someone else be in charge 
for a while. Don't be afraid 
to step back and be the 
Sparky to your friend's 
Speed Racer. 


Sagittarius 9 It is 
time to hit the road and do 
some travelling. Grab your 
copy of “The Ultimate 
Hitchhiker's Guide to the 
Galaxy” and set forth upon 
your quest. Just remember 
to bring your own towel. 


Capricorn & Hoping 
for the best and planning 
for the worst is something 
you excel at, but some- 
times you need to spend 
some time with those that 
you love and remember to 
tell them just how special 
they are to you. 


Aquarius & Looking for 
a little excitement in your 
life? | advise that you buy 
some new hot sauce. Then 
get ready to sprinkle that 
stuff all over your life. 


Pisces [The worldisa 
cruel place my friends, 
but once you have finally 
achieved your plans for 
world domination, you - 
yes you - will have the 
power to make it so much 
better. Also, take a nap. 


Next generation Xbox information revealed 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Lifestyles reporter 





Graphic by Bell Jackson, Design director 


Fans have waited with 
anticipation for more information 
about the next generation of 
gaming consoles. The Xbox Series 
X was revealed during the Game 
Awards on Dec. 12, 2019, and the 
Playstation 5 was just revealed on 
June 11, 2020. For a long time 
after the reveals, many speculated 


PS238 is not your average 


that the two companies, Sony and 
Microsoft, were trying to undercut 
each other with their release and 
price information. 

Regardless of why they have 
waited so long to reveal release 
information, Microsoft has finally 
spoken up, but only because their 
hand was forced. 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor of content 





Aaron Williams, “PS238” Issue 19. 


In the cliché filled genre of 
capes and tights, Aaron Williams's 
“PS238” stands out as something 
unique in a sea full of well written 
tropes. 

While Williams's artwork 
shows the well-polished nature of 
an experienced writer, this is not 
what most noticeably sets his work 
apart. The thing about “PS238” 
that most noticeably sets it apart 
is the fact that its story revolves 
around a group of children 
attending Public School 238, the 
school for metaprodigy children. 

Metaprodigy, of course, is this 
universe’s slang for superpowered 
kid. While this might seem to fall 
into the same trope of superhero 
school that movies like “Sky 


High” have so famously defined, 
the universe of “PS238” is very 
different. 

“Sky High” was a super hero 
movie about high schoolers, and 
thus covered a lot of the tropes 
that you would expect to see in 
that particular genre. PS238 is 
a school for elementary school 
children and the differences that 
this produces is profound. 

“PS238” makes use of the 
superhero tropes, and even has 
characters that are clearly a wink 
and a nod toward some of the 
well-defined hero archetypes such 
as Batman, Superman and Green 
Lantern. 

By utilizing these familiar 
archetypes, Williams gives his 


On Sept. 7, an image of the 
Xbox Series S console leaked 
online along with the price tag 
of $299. The day was ripe with 
speculation and many people 
trusted the leak’s validity along 
with another rumor that the 
Xbox Series X would be $499. 
The following day, Sept. 8, Xbox 


readers something that they can 
recognize and builds off it. The 
characters grow in their own right, 
and since many of them have 
children or protégés that attend 
PS238, their actions also influence 
the mindsets of the children there 
in unexpected ways. 

On the surface, “PS238” seems 
to possess a level of innocence 
that would make it difficult for 
it to tackle more difficult topics, 
but in reality, handles very heavy 
subject matter. The vast majority 
of the arcs focus on the children 


who attend 

the school, “On the surface, “PS238” seems 
though to possess a level of innocence 
some do that would make it difficult for 


occasionally it to tackle more difficult topics, 


posted a tweet on their official 
Twitter page that read “Let’s Make 
it official! Xbox Series S Next-gen 
performance in the smallest Xbox 
ever. $299 (ERP) Looking forward 
to sharing more! Soon. Promise.” 
With the confirmation of the 
Xbox Series S, the rumors of the 
Xbox Series X price tag being 


$499 seemed more credible. 

On Sept. 9, Microsoft officially 
announced the price of the Xbox 
Series X console to be $499, 
confirming the rumors, and the 
release date for both consoles was 
set to be Nov. 10. The pre-orders 
open on Sept. 22. The Series S has 
a package for $24.99 per month 
that grants you a console and 
Xbox Game Pass and, likewise, the 
Series X has a package for $34.99 
that also comes with Xbox Game 
Pass. 

‘The Xbox Series S is a more 
compact budget model of the 
next generation series of Xbox. 

To cut back on cost, the Series S 
will be digital only and prioritizes 
performance, whereas the beefy 
Series X prioritizes 4k. 

According to Phil Spencer, Vice 
President of Microsoft and Head 
of the Xbox brand, both consoles 
will feature “faster load times and 
quick resume... frame rates up to 
120 fps... Directx Raytracing and 
Variable Rate Shading.” Like the 
Xbox One the following console 
will also be backwards compatible 
with previous systems. 

Now that Xbox has officially 
announced the information for 
their next generation of consoles, 
it is expected Sony will follow and 
attempt to compete with their 
release information. 


superhero story 


leaves him feeling frustrated and 
angry at the world. 

He shuts himself off from his 
friends and tries to fix himself 
by trying to maintain constant 
control on himself. This being a 
superhero story, a drastic event 
does occur which helps force Ron 
to open back up to his friends and 
begin the healing process, but it is 
presented in a believable manner 
that doesn’t cause the reader to feel 
that it is unrealistic. 

Ron is not the only child 
in the story to struggle with 
complex problems. 
Other children in 
the story have to 
being marginalized, 
misunderstood, 


touch upon but in reality, handles very heavy parental neglect and all 


the teachers. 
One of 
the more hard-hitting narratives 
covered is when one of the kids, 
Ron, who is essentially the son 
of this world’s Lois Lane and 
Superman, has to deal with his 
parents getting a divorce. The 
divorce arc itself covers a few 
issues, but the ramifications of the 
event dont stop after Ron moves 
out of the focus. It continues 
to affect him after the arc is 
finished and to influence all of his 
interactions with his friends. 
Unsurprisingly, Ron blames 
himself for his parents’ decision 
and Williams does an excellent 
job capturing the way that feeling 
changes the once shy boy and 


subject matter.” 


while dealing with the 
abnormal issues that 
crop up for children who possess 
powers far beyond those of mere 
mortals. 

It would be a mistake to 
assume that “PS238” does not 
include its fair share of fights 
between heroes and villains. The 
villains in the story are most likely 
environmental or impersonal, 
like an alien invasion. There are 
some instances of fights between 
the more villainous of the 
students and their more virtuous 
classmates, but these never get to 
the point where it becomes a fight 
between good and evil. 

Indeed, the two children who 
aspire to be villains are never 


portrayed as insidious. Instead, 
Williams depicts them as simply 
flawed in a different manner from 
their other classmates. What they 
may do in the future is up in the 
air, but ultimately, they are still 
just children — who occasionally 
create portals to alternate 
dimensions or make giant robots 
to terrorize cities. 

The series often puts forward 
the concept that children might 
lack the experience of adults, but 
often are far smarter and intuitive 
than adults give them credit for. 
Sometimes this leads to amusing 
shenanigans, like one of the 
non-meta characters becoming 
absolutely convinced that all of 
the meta kids — who still have to 
maintain their secret identities 
near their non-meta counterparts 
—are all secretly alien invaders. 

Other times it leads to more 
complex arcs, like one of the girls 
who has a really common power 
set and has non-meta powered 
parents, struggling to deal with 
the way she is perceived by her 
classmates and super-powered 
adults. 

The rather unusual incidents 
that frequent the school do put 
the teachers at the school to task, 
but they do their best to cope and 
continue to help the students. 
Ultimately, the thing that makes 
this such a unique comic is the 
level at which it allows its readers 
to relate to the superpowered 
protagonist. 
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The Purple and Gold in Black and White 


SGA appoints new Freshman Senators 


By CADY INABINNETT 





New freshman senators. From left to right: London Davis, Kaleigh Gable and Abigail Heu- 


With COVID-19 making the 
fall semester unpredictable and 
scattered, many freshmen are 
looking for ways to get involved 
on campus. Many turned to SGA 
freshman senator applications and 
on Sept. 23, our SGA President 
announced that the freshman 
class will be represented by 
London Davis, Kaleigh Gable and 
Abigail Heuton. 

‘To become senators, the three 
had to campaign and strategize 
to win the votes of their class. 
Representing the freshman class, 
these three representatives want 
the student body to know who 
they are and what they hope to 
accomplish. 

London Davis is a social work, 
pre-law major and is from Mobile, 
Alabama. Davis decided to join 
SGA because she felt it would be 
a good way to get connected on 
campus. 

As a senator, Davis said, “I re- 


ally hope to be a voice for my class 


because with COVID-19 there are 


so many struggles.” 
Communication and connec- 

tion is harder for the freshman 

class with 


‘T really hope to be a voice for 


people with disabilities and I 
strive towards an accessible future 
for all,” Gable said. 

Gable hopes to work towards 
a goal of becoming a disabili- 
ties civil rights 


a ren my class because with COVID-19 ara ag 
hopes to there are so many struggles.” her to widen 
bridge the -London Davis her ability to 
gap. become an active 
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I really want our community 
to be able to meet everyone. I 
hope to be able to plan events so 
our class can really get to know 
everyone,” stated Davis. 

Davis wants her peers to know 
that she is always open to hear 
comments and concerns about 
their ideas for the campus. 

Kaleigh Gable is an English 
major from Talladega, Alabama. 
For Gable, becoming an SGA 
senator allows her to hone in on 
advocacy skills. 

“T hope to give a better voice to 


change-maker for her peers. 

For Gable, SGA was the perfect 
opportunity for her own personal 
interest but also networking. 

Abigail Heuton is currently an 
undecided major from Mon- 
tevallo, Alabama. For Heuton, 
becoming an SGA senator is an 
opportunity for growth. 

“T am passionate about keeping 
the campus beautiful and safe for 
everyone,” said Heuton. 

By representing the freshman 
class, Heuton hopes to see growth 
in the community of the campus 


but also the campus itself. Like 
Davis, Heuton also plans to be a 
voice for her class. 

“There are so many different 
types of people who are a part 
of the University and I want to 
make sure everyone feels seen and 
heard,” states Heuton. 

Heuton has plans to connect 
the freshman class and make sure 
they feel involved on campus. 

All in all, Davis, Gable and 
Heuton won an accumulative of 
48 votes. The freshman senators 
all hope to make a positive change 
on campus and are prepared to 
be a voice for the many different 
members of the freshman class. 

As the year continues, these 
three will work alongside other 
SGA senators to better the com- 
munity and campus of Monteval- 
lo. 


By ZOE HALL, EIC 


Trump nominates RBG 
replacement 

Donald Trump has 
announced his nomination 
of Amy Coney Barrett to fill 
the seat of late Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. 

Barrett is a “constitutional 
originalist” and was a protege 
of Justice Scalia and shares 
many of his beliefs. 

However, Democrats argue 
that the seat on the Supreme 
Court should wait until after 
November. 

Majority leader Mitch 
McConnell has vowed that 
whoever received the nomina- 
tion will receive time on the 
Senate floor previous to the 
election. 

Republicans currently hold 
the majority in the Senate and 
only need 51 votes to confirm 
a new justice. Barrett may be 
confirmed before Nov. 3 if a 
speedy process occurs. 


Decision in Breonna Tay- 
lor case sparks outrage 

Police brutality protests 
have erupted since May 
following the death of George 
Floyd, but the decision in 
the Breonna Taylor case in 
Kentucky has sparked protests 
once again. 

Months after her death in 
March of this year, a grand 
jury on Wednesday indicted 
one of three officers involved 
on lesser felony charges. None 
were charged in killing Taylor. 

Attorney General Daniel 
Cameron revealed that the 
only charge he recommended 
was wanton endangerment, 
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Student organizations on adapting to COVID-19 


By BRI BALASKY, Top news reporter 


Meeting new people, exploring 
different interests and furthering 
your education are all integral 
aspects to the college experience. 
In a pre-COVID world, people 
would go out of their way to 
interact with one another through 
parties, games and club events. 

Six months into the pandemic, 
socializing has a whole new mean- 
ing that comes with a lot of new 
rules and restrictions including a 
social distancing requirement and 
a campus-wide mask mandate. 

These new rules affect every- 
one, especially those who often 
plan social events for sorori- 
ties, fraternities and clubs. The 
purpose of clubs at Montevallo, 
as with any student group, is to 
bring people together who share a 
common interest or goal. 

Doing so in an environment 
where students, quite literally, 
must stay apart has been challeng- 
ing not only for the student body 
as a whole, but also for the people 
trying to keep their organizations 
afloat. With most events and 
meetings being held virtually for 
the safety of the community, the 
transition comes with a new set of 
struggles. 

The Montevallo Organization 
of Gaming (MOG) is a club that 
is “dedicated to promoting a 
friendly atmosphere for all types 
of gaming activities.” Members 
are encouraged to play all kinds of 
video games, card games, board 
games and tabletop games. 


INSIDE 
THIS 
ISSUE 


It also maintains a large 
variety of games and supplies that 
students can use as they please. 
They are one of the many clubs at 
Montevallo that has had to adapt 
meetings and events to University 
guidelines. Ashton Craig, presi- 
dent of MOG, plans to play it safe 
this year while still hosting events 
on different online platforms. 

“We are planning to move 
MOG online this semester to 
eliminate the chances of catching 
and spreading COVID amongst 
our members and the community 
at large. After that, all our meet- 
ings will be held over Zoom and 
Discord, where students can come 
and join in tabletop RPG games 
and look for people wanting to 
play online multiplayer games 
such as Civilization,” said Craig. 

Crocs Club is an organization 
with the purpose to “unite a vi- 
brant community of students who 
proudly wear Croc shoes.” They 
encourage members to, “be bold, 
take risks, and come as you are.” 

Abigail Clark, president of 
Crocs Club, also expressed her 
concern about the upcoming 
school year and the risk it entails, 
also switching almost entirely to 
online. 

“We are planning on staying 
safe by having the vast majority 
of any and all meetings be over 
Zoom or a virtual platform. So 
far everything is going smoothly 
and we have added around 40 


new members to our roster since 
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the start of the year. Our club is 
fairly new so it should be an easy 
adjustment to doing online meet- 
ings, and I think we will have a 
great turn out!” 

Madelyn Alexander, a current 
sophomore and the Career and 
Personal Development chair for 
Chi Omega gave insight on how 
her sorority is handling the virus 
so far this year. 

“All events are happening over 
Zoom, and all members are held 
accountable for their actions by 
the entire chapter. What we do 
affects each other. The biggest 
change we have had to make for 
an event is our virtual Wish Week 
for our philanthropy, Make-A- 
Wish,” said Alexander. 

Chi Omega is just one of the 
many sororities that held recruit- 
ment virtually. Because Greek life 
is a personal commitment and 
a significant part of the college 
experience for so many people, 
having recruitment over Zoom 
definitely took quite a bit of plan- 
ning and adapting. 

“We had a very well prepared 
process for recruitment, including 
plans for any technical issues that 
did happen, though there weren’t 
many. Recruitment went well all 
things considered.” 

Jenny Bell, the director of 
student life at the University of 
Montevallo, also spoke broadly 
about how these organizations 
and so many others have been 
adapting to the new rules and reg- 
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Photo by MADELYN ALEXANDER, Photo editor. 


ulations, as well as how she plans 
to respond to new challenges 
over time. 

“As far as student leaders go, 
they have all been receptive and 
understanding of the guidelines 
that have been put into place for 
student organizations this semes- 
ter. Organizations have mostly 
been planning to have meetings 
and events virtually, and the 
few that have been approved for 
in-person events have submitted 
comprehensive social distancing 
plans,” said Bell. 

“Things change quickly with 
COVID, and it’s hard to predict 
whether or not future restrictions 
or guidelines will be needed to 
keep our campus community 
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safe. We have to just take it day 
by day right now and do what’s 
best for the safety of our students, 
faculty and staff.” 
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“The more things change, the more they stay the same” 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor of content 





Protestor holds up sign reading “We are Breonna Taylor.” Photo by Anna Grace Askelson, Man- 


aging editor of production. 


There is a well-known 
expression first coined by French 
writer Jean-Baptiste Alphonse 
Karr, “plus ¢a change, plus cest 
la méme chose.” In English, we 
generally translate this to mean 
“the more things change, the 
more they still stay the same.” 

This often-depressing 
expression is one that seems ever 
present in my thoughts of late as 
I consider the current situation in 
America, particularly the murder 
of Breonna Taylor. 

Because the truth of the 
matter is that Taylor’s death was 
not something unheard of or 
isolated. It was not something 
that had not occurred in the 
past. It was not a surprise. 

On Oct. 26, 2018, several 
officers who would later be 
involved in the raid on Taylor's 
residence were involved in a raid 
on the home of Mario Daugherty 
and his family in Louisville. 

The raid was conducted on the 
premise that there had been 
reports of them illegally growing 
marijuana in their backyard. 
According to Vice News, this 
claim predated the family’s 
move into the house, and in fact, 
the claim was centered around 
completely different people 
entirely. 

Despite this, officers of the 
law broke into their house and 
threatened them with armed 
weapons. Body cams from 
the scene show armed officers 
shouting at a 14-year-old girl 
who had panicked and was 
reportedly trying to run to her 
grandmother's. 

No charges were levied 
against the family, and they later 





sued the city. The charges were 
eventually dismissed. 

It should come as no 
surprise that those same officers 
were involved in such a clear 
case of poor casework and 
misconstruction of justice. 

The situation with Daugherty 
would have been avoided without 
any need for any police action 
whatsoever if they had simply 
taken the time to check and find 
out who currently lived in the 
house, but they didn’t bother. 

The truth is the raid on 
Daugherty and his family could 
have ended with a similar result 
as the raid on Taylor’s residence. 
Such a severely harmful raid 
should have resulted in some 
form of disciplinary action, but 
instead there does not appear 
to have been any sort of action 
taken against the officers. This 
is not abnormal; most citizens’ 
complaints against police officers 
go unaddressed. 

According to the Citizens 
Police Data Project or CPDP, 
the Chicago Police Department, 
which is the second largest police 
department in the United States, 
has disciplined officers for only 
7% of the complaints filed against 
them. 

So, why would it surprise 
anyone that police in Louisville 
did not have a problem with 
obtaining a no-knock warrant 
based upon shaky evidence to 
break down Taylor’s door? 

Of course, what makes all of 
this so much worse is that it has 
all been declared legal. A judge 
signed the warrant which gave the 
officers the right to commit their 
raid. In the eyes of the law, there 
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was no crime committed. 

Do not misunderstand me. 
I am not saying that anything 
about the actions of those officers 
was excusable. Nothing could 
possibly justify what they did as 
anything other than murder. 

Nothing except the law, and 
there lies the problem. 

As Samuel Marcosson, a law 
professor at the University of 


included a considerable — albeit 
hypothetical — risk of danger to 
officers or destruction of evidence, 
the knock-and-announce element 
of the Fourth Amendment’s 
reasonableness requirement would 
be meaningless.” 

“Thus, the fact that felony 
drug investigations may 
frequently present circumstances 
warranting a no-knock entry 
cannot remove from the neutral 
scrutiny of a reviewing court 
the reasonableness of the police 
decision not to knock and 
announce ina particular case. 
Instead, in each case, it is the duty 
of a court confronted with the 
question to determine whether 
the facts and circumstances of 
the particular entry justified 
dispensing with the knock-and- 
announce requirement.” 

“In order to justify a “no- 
knock” entry, the police must 
have a reasonable suspicion 
that knocking and announcing 
their presence, under the 
particular circumstances, would 
be dangerous or futile, or that 
it would inhibit the effective 
investigation of the crime by, for 
example, allowing the destruction 
of evidence.” 

In violation of this, circuit 
Judge Mary Shaw signed the 
order even though the Joshua 
Jaynes, the detective who filed the 
warrant, provided no evidence 


for why Taylor specifically 


Louisville, should justify such a 
told NBC “Nothing could possibly warrant. 

news, “They justify what they did as “These drug 

have the legal anything other than murder. traffickers have a 
authority, if Nothing except the law, _ history of attempting 
they have a and there lies the problem.” * destroy evidence, 
warrant, to ave cameras on 


go into your 

home. So even when somebody is 
lawfully using self-defense, which 
I think Kenneth Walker was, the 
police can still assert self-defense 
in response when they shoot back. 
You or I couldn’t do that.” 

So, while the officers 
undoubtedly have responsibility 
for the death of Taylor on their 
shoulders, the law has absolved 
them of punishment, which is 
why the blame doesn’t stop with 
them. 

The stated purpose of a 
no-knock warrant is to prevent 
suspects from destroying or 
disposing of evidence before 
officers can catch them. As a 
result of a Supreme Court ruling 
in 1997, Richards v. Wisconsin, 
officers must provide a reason 
in each case why the specific 
individuals involved in the raid 
justify a no-knock warrant. 

According to Justice John Paul 
Stevens: “Ifa per se exception 
were allowed for each category 
of criminal investigation that 
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Dear readers, 

The last several months have 
been difficult, especially on my 
mental health, and I know I’m 
not alone in it. 

Recently, I have realized that 
I need to prioritize myself; my 
physical, mental and spiritual 
health are vital to success. 

Previous to making health 
a priority, I couldn’t function; 
focusing on class or work felt 
impossible and I couldn’t even 
do the little things. Eating and 
sleeping well, exercising and 
being mindful has made such a 
big difference in my daily life. 

Personally, I was either 
choosing mental health over 
physical health or vice versa. I 


would either sit at home all day, 
feeling guilty for not doing as 
much, but whenever I went out, 
I felt good about my productivity 
but was risking physical health. 
There are some other students 
who I’m sure are doing the same. 

The only response I have to 
this is that productivity doesn’t 
determine your worth and 
sometimes, the most productive 
thing you can do is take care of 
yourself. 

We cannot sustain a routine 
of getting up and working for 18 
hours a day. Resting or taking 
a day to go do something fun 
youve been putting offis still a 
form of productivity; even though 
it may not appear to be pushing 


the location that 
compromise detectives once an 
approach to the dwelling is made, 
and a have history of fleeing from 
law enforcement,” said Jaynes in 
his request. 

Taylor was not herself 
considered a drug dealer, and the 
investigation was centered around 
her ex-boyfriend, who police 
arrested later that night. 

There was no logical 
justification for obtaining a 
no-knock warrant for Taylor’s 
residence; she was not a criminal, 
nor was there any evidence of her 
committing criminal activities, so 
she should not have been treated 
like a criminal. 

With the outbreak of the 
protest in Taylor’s name, 
Louisville’s metro council has 
banned the issuing of no-knock 
warrants, which would seem a 
step in the right direction. 

Still, I find myself wondering 
if it will amount to anything 
more than a ceremonial gesture. 


The raid on Daugherty’s home 





you in work or school, it makes 
all the difference in this marathon 
we call life. 

Things area little fuzzy right 
now with the uncertainty that 
surrounds our daily lives, but 
such small things like calling my 
mom or eating a healthy dinner, 
has given me so much clarity. 

So, I would like to remind you 
to write, take a walk, call a loved 
one, do whatever makes you 
happy. 

The difference between a 
good day and a bad day can be as 
simple as that. 


Zoe Hall, editor-in-chief 


was completed with a normal 
knock warrant. As you can see 

in the video, they took time to 
shout “police” right as they began 
breaking down the door. 

To me, this does not seem 
much different. 

‘The gestures of Congress by 
and large seem to me just that; 
gestures, made in the effort to 
placate an angry populace. Things 
may change on the surface, 
but this country has a knack 
for making superficial changes 
while keeping things the same in 
practice. 

If there is to be real lasting 
change, then it is up to the people 
to continue to demand justice 
for all people, no matter their 
background or the color of their 
skin. If we continue to nourish 
this spark of change, then perhaps 
the deaths of Breonna Taylor, 
George Floyd and so many others 
will not have been in vain. 
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No one should be denied their right to vote 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 


In the ratification of the Con- 
stitution, the control of elections 
was left to the states to decide. 

It led to unfair voting practices 
across the country; states only 
allowed white men who owned 
property to vote. With the 15th 
and 19th Amendments, Black 
men and American women 

were granted suffrage. The 24th 
amendment eliminated poll tax- 
es, a form of voter suppression. 
And in 1971, the 26th amend- 
ment was passed, lowering the 
voting age of all elections to 18. 
The Voting Rights Act of 1965 
prohibited racial discrimination 
in voting. Native Americans were 
granted full U.S. citizenship giv- 
ing them the right to vote with 
the Snyder Act of 1924. 

Our country has had a long 
history of voting amendments 
and acts to make this privilege 
more accessible to all citizens. 
Yet, as a democratic nation, we 
continue to see voter suppression 
and a lack of access to voting 
in almost every community. 
According to the United States 
Elections Project, only 60% of 
the voter-eligible population, or 
VEP, voted in the 2016 election; 
out of the 232 million registered 
voters, 132 million voted. 

‘These numbers sound 
impressive, but it’s only due to 
the increase in population in 
the United States. According 
to Business Insider, voter turnout 
has stagnated in the last century. 
According to the U.S. Census 


Bureau, midterm elections have 
seen even lower voter turnouts, 
with only 122 million people 
voting, only slightly above 50% 
of VEP. 

One can attribute different 
reasons to low voter turnout, but 
in general, it comes down to two 
factors: voter suppression through 
institutional barriers and low 
motivation. 

Many Americans feel as 
though their voices do not matter, 
that their vote doesn’t count. 

‘The surge in nonvoters could be 
attributed to the 2016 election be- 
ing lost to Trump despite Clinton 
winning the popular vote. A few 
thousand votes were the deciding 
factor for most states. 

Voter apathy can also be at- 
tributed to people not believing in 
the system itself, being too busy 
to vote or not knowing enough 
information on each candidate to 
make the decision. Voter educa- 
tion across the country should be 
a significant concern. Some don’t 
know that you have to be regis- 
tered, what to do when you get 
to the polling location, find the 
site or just general information 
needed to vote. 

Institutional barriers are an- 
other cause of low voter turnout. 
Because the electoral process 
varies state to state, there are few 
federal regulations to what consti- 
tutes voter suppression. 

In general, however, voter 
suppression can be considered any 
form of barriers or unnecessary 


New Phineas 
and Ferb movie 


By KATY BARNES, Social media manager 


KKKKS 


When Disney + originally 
launched in 2019, one of the 
bigger titles the streaming service 
promised was another “Phineas 
and Ferb” movie. Ending in 
2015, “Phineas and Ferb” has 
been one of the more successful 
Disney Cartoons of the 2000's, 
and a return to the silver screen 
was something to be excited 
about. Aside from an hour-long 
crossover with “Milo Murphy’s 
Law,” there has been a lack of 
“Phineas and Ferb” content. But 
was it worth bringing it back? 

“Phineas and Ferb: Can- 
dace Against the Universe” is a 
strange addition to the Phineas 
and Ferb canon. For one, it’s 
about Candace — the boys and 
their friends are rarely the focus 
of the film. 

Instead, we follow Candace 
and her discovery as to why 
she is the way she is. It sets up 
the plot to be a buddy comedy 
between Vanessa and Candace, 
but Vanessa is quickly sidelined 
and Candace has been declared 
the “Chosen One” — leading 
Candace on the road to discover- 
ing why she feels the need to be 
special in the first place. 

It’s supposed to serve as a look 
into Candace’s mentality, but it 
makes me think about the other 
times the show explored these 
exact themes. Episodes such as 
“Phineas and Ferb’s Quantum 
Boogaloo,” “Phineas and Ferb 
Get Busted!” and even “Phin- 
eas and Ferb Across the Second 
Dimension” all explore variations 
of this theme, even if due to the 
return of status quo, the lesson 
becomes unlearned. 

In “Candace Against the 
Universe,” she finally gets to 
retain the lessons learned, but to 
the audience, it feels very much 
like the same story told again. 
Candance’s character has a lot of 
potential, so it was disappointing 
to see it wasted on a plot that 
we'd seen before. 

Another thing I found 
disappointing was the timing. 
“Candace Against the Universe” 
clocks in at just shy of an hour 
and thirty minutes and the plot 
seems to drag on. Many scenes 
feel long for the sake of filling 
time, which is something unique 
to this movie that “Phineas and 


Ferb” usually overcomes. Part of 
the perfection of the television 
show is how neatly they pack the 
story; rarely do I feel an episode 
is too long, even the hour-long 
specials. Yet in this movie, many 
jokes are dragged out until they 
pass back into unfunny territory. 

However, there were some new 
aspects to the story that I really 
appreciated. It felt more adult in 
a way where the creators seemed 
to be trying to meet the audience 
where they are — in this case, 
closer to Candace than the other 
kids. Even though the humor has 
always been smart, now they’re 
trying to add a more complex 
message than just “be nice” and 
“make the most of the day,” which 
is an interesting direction to move 
the story in. 

The music in this movie is, 
as always in “Phineas and Ferb,” 
incredible. Where most of the 
songs in the movie do fall victim 
to the strange editing that is prev- 
alent throughout, the soundtrack 
itself is charming and perfect for 
the movie. There’s a wide range 
— from a ballad about Perry the 
Platypus, to a musical theatre 
style number about recapping the 
status quo. 

My personal favorite song is 
titled “Adulting” and it’s sung by 
Dr. Doofinshmirtz and Isabella, 
a duo I would have liked to see 
more from throughout the movie. 
In the number, they sing and 
fight about which of the two are 
more competent, leading Doof- 
inshmirtz to tell Isabella she can 
be in charge when she’s older. It’s 
a funny, charming number that 
made me wish the movie focused 
more on the kids and Doof, rather 
than Candace. 

The movie ends the way most 
“Phineas and Ferb” specials end, 
with a group number which was 
very cute and it made me very 
sentimental. Like the thesis on a 
paper, it wraps up the movie very 
well. 

Overall, it’s a sweet movie, 
and for a long-time fan it’s a good 
watch. It definitely would not 
be where I started, however, and 
hopefully this won’t be where 
Disney decides to end it either. 





burdens to voters. 

According to the ACLU, 
“Since 2008, states across the 
country have passed measures 
to make it harder for Americans 
... to exercise their fundamental 
right to cast a ballot. These mea- 
sures include cuts to early voting, 
voter ID laws, and purges of voter 
rolls.” 

Overall, 36 states have laws 
requesting voters to show ID to 
vote. Voter ID generally can be a 
driver’s license, student ID, U.S. 
passport or another form of iden- 
tification based off of your state. 
Supporters of voter ID claim that 
it is to fight against voter fraud. 
Yet, multiple studies done on 
this subject have found that voter 
fraud is nearly non-existent. 

The Brennan Center’s seminal 
report noted that an American 
is more likely to “be struck by 
lightning than that he will imper- 
sonate another voter at the polls.” 
Another study published in The 
Washington Post found that out 
of more than 1 billion ballots 
cast, only 31 credible accounts of 
fraud were found. 

Voter ID requirements aren't 
made into law to fight against vot- 
er fraud because the fraud rarely 
occurs. Voter ID laws are passed 
to burden the voter. Nearly 11% 
of Americans lack the required 
ID and would be required to go 
under the long, arduous journey 
of obtaining one according to 
the ACLU. 


Other contested forms of voter 


suppression include voter purg- 
ing, in which millions of voters 
are taken off of voter rolls to keep 
records up to date. States choose 
to take voters off of their rolls 
when they believe that they have 
died, moved or are ineligible to 
vote. However, many people who 
are purged off these lists are done 
so in error, and have little idea 
that it has happened. 

Voter suppression also comes 
to light through the act of ger- 
rymandering, the redrawing of 
districts to create predetermined 
elections, normally done by differ- 
ing political parties. Currently, it 
is challenging to determine gerry- 
mandering, which was reinforced 
by the Supreme Court ruling in 
Rucho v. Common Cause and 
Lamone v. Benisek. In the 5-4 
dual decision, the Court ruled 
that federal courts do not have 
the power to determine partisan 
gerrymandering. 

Currently, in 2020, the 
primary concern is mail-in votes 
during the pandemic. According 
to Pew Research Center, 65% of 
Americans believe that the option 
to vote early and through absentee 
ballots should be available with- 
out a reason. The increased access 
to voting would allow a more 
open general election among con- 
cerns over COVID-19. Most di- 
vides in views stem from partisan 
beliefs. The majority of Republi- 
cans (59%) believe that changes 
to election rules would make the 
election less secure, while 21% of 


Democrats believe the same. 

While voter turnout and 
voter suppression seem to create a 
bleak future for first-time voters, 
there is plenty that can be done. 
Grassroots organizations are at 
the forefront of advocating for 
voters’ rights. Organizations like 
ValloVotes help people to become 
educated on their vote, hold 
registration drives, and in general, 
help students and communities to 
become more active in politics. 

John Latner, a sophomore at 
the University of Montevallo and 
Campus Organizer for ValloVotes, 
believes that “this election is the 
most important election we've 
ever faced.” 

According to Latner, reforms 
in the voting process, like making 
Election Day a federal holiday, a 
nationwide voter registration pro- 
gram, the repeal of voter ID laws 
anda non-partisan commission to 
draw voting districts, would cre- 
ate the necessary progress towards 
voting rights in our country. 

“Voting is the most important 
thing that we as citizens can do,” 
states Latner. 

Latner says that if a student 
at Montevallo wishes to get 
involved, “they can message our 
Instagram account, @ValloVotes, 
or they can reach out to me per- 
sonally.” His contact information 
is @john_latner on Instagram, 
and his email is johnlatner51@ 
gmail.com. 

With Latner’s words, “If you 
do one thing this semester, vote.” 


Why do we call it unlucky? 


By SARAH CLAYTON 
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With Halloween season, 
spooky season, coming up I 
thought it would be appropriate 
to talk about something that has 
always fascinated me: supersti- 
tions. 

Not too long ago, I was zon- 
ing out and the thought popped 
up “Where do superstitions come 
from and why do we believe in 
them?” I have always believed in 
the basics: knocking on wood, 
lucky pennies, breaking mirrors 
and lucky items like clothing, 
but what made me believe in 
those things that led to me still 
believing in them? 

First, we must ask the ques- 
tion: What is a superstition? 

According to the Oxford 
Dictionary superstitions are 
“excessively credulous beliefs in 
and reverence for supernatural 
beings.” They are both cultural 
or personal beliefs that make 
connections between unrelat- 
ed items or events that people 
believe to affect real life events. 
Some superstitions come from 
religious beliefs such as the num- 
ber thirteen. 

According to some beliefs, 
the number thirteen is associat- 
ed with when Jesus dined with 
his twelve disciples before being 
arrested and crucified. The result 
of that event created the idea 
that having thirteen people at a 
table was deemed unlucky, which 
then lead to the number thirteen 
being unlucky in general. 

In Egyptian mythology, 
umbrellas were used to protect 
themselves from Ra, the sun god, 
while outside. However, if an 
umbrella is opened inside that is 
considered an insult to Ra and 
that’s where opening umbrellas 
inside comes from. 


Most superstitions have a 
connection to the belief of the su- 
pernatural or a fear of the super- 
natural. A superstition that I use 
just about every day knocking on 
wood comes from the Indo-Eu- 
ropean belief that spirits reside in 
trees. According to Stuart Vyse 
ona TED-Ed lesson, when you 
knock on the wood, it invokes a 
blessing from the spirit. 

Mirrors are objects that are 
believed to trap spirits within 
them. Not only is it bad luck to 
break a mirror but it can also be 
considered a bad omen in South 
America if you don’t cover the 
mirrors within a household when 
a loved one dies because it is be- 
lieved that spirits can be trapped 
in the mirrors. 

In Japan “tucking in your 
thumbs” when walking through a 
graveyard is considered a supersti- 
tion because thumb translated in 
Japanese means “parent finger.” 
When you tuck your thumbs 
through a graveyard, you are pro- 
tecting your parents from death. 
I find this superstition similar to 
holding your breath when driving 
by a graveyard because you will 
get possessed that way. 

A lot of superstitions are based 
off unfortunate coincidences and 
associations. One that I believe in 
is saying “Macbeth” in a theatre. 
This superstition comes from the 
Scottish play, which was cursed 
by witches who were offended by 
Shakespeare’s take on spells, and 
from that moment the show was 
cursed. 

Another theatre superstition 
that is whistling during a show 
within a theatre because during 
the 17 and 18 centuries stage- 
hands would lower and raise the 


backdrops for shows. The stage- 


hands would whistle back and 
forth to each other to communi- 
cate so if someone in the audience 
were to whistle it could cause a 
miscommunication which could 
led to accidents on stage or death. 
Even today no one is supposed to 
whistle in a theatre because of the 
misfortunes that would happen 
from it. 

Most superstitions are devel- 
oped from experience, witness 
or from culture/media. Most 
superstitions I believe in I have 
learned from my family or from 
watching TV. 

What I found interesting is 
that when I’ve asked others about 
superstitions, most first heard 
that superstition from was from 
family and friends. They did not 
question it, they just believed it 
from that one source, and it stuck 
with them. 

So why is it that they still hold 
on to those superstitions? 

Well, superstitions are cultural 
habits that support conscious 
belief, which means that we make 
a judgement on what we perceive 
to believe based on what we hear 
from those close to us. They are 
learned beliefs like religion, rou- 
tines or practices. 

From a psychological stand- 
point, superstitions are an illusion 
for us to have greater control 
over events and ourselves. Why 
else would you have a lucky pair 
of socks? You believe that those 
socks hold some sort of value 
to you that have helped you get 
through games, test or any other 
obstacle you had to face. 

There is nothing wrong with 
having some sort of control over 
our lives even if we believe in 
silly things like lucky charms or 
knocking on our wooden desk. 
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Microsoft acquires ZeniMax Media 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 


On Sept. 21 Phil Spencer, head 
of Xbox, announced that “Micro- 
soft has entered into an agreement 
to acquire ZeniMax Media, 
parent company of Bethesda 
Softworks.” 

The company was acquired for 
the large sum of $7.5 billion. This 
is the second largest acquisition 
in the game industry’s history 
following Tencent’s buyout of 
Supercell in 2016. 

In his announcement, Phil 
Spencer writes that “Bethesda 
games have always had a special 
place on Xbox and in the hearts 
of millions of gamers around the 
world. Our teams have a close and 
storied history working together.” 
There has been a mutual relation- 
ship between the two companies 
ever since the release of “The 
Elder Scrolls III: Morrowind” on 
the original Xbox. 

It seems that Xbox is pushing 
for its Xbox Game Pass service 
with this new acquisition. Xbox 
Game pass is a subscription-based 
service in which a monthly or 
yearly fee grants access to a pleth- 
ora of titles and Xbox exclusives. 
The service has over 15 million 
subscribers and is available on 
Xbox consoles, PC and mobile 
devices. Their new xCloud service 
will also offer game streaming to 
mobile devices. 

The Bethesda title “Fallout 76” 
is already available on Xbox Game 
Pass and it has been announced 
that “Doom Eternal” from earlier 
this year will be hitting the ser- 
vice on Oct. 1 and will arrive on 
other platforms later this year. 

Many people are speculat- 
ing that the announced games 
“Starfield” and “The Elder Scrolls 
VI” will not only come to Game 
Pass but be Microsoft exclusives. 
“Starfield” is new IP for Bethesda 
game studios and is a space role 
playing game that was announced 
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back in 2018. The release date has 
not been announced yet but 2021 
is a safe prediction. 

The long-awaited sequel to 
“The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim” was 
announced in 2018 as well and 
is currently in development. The 
franchise has a history of being 
multi-platform despite originating 
on PC. If “The Elder Scrolls VI” 
is a Microsoft exclusive, it will be 
a major blow against Sony in this 
upcoming console cycle. By 2016, 
“The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim” sold 
at least 30 million copies. 

In 2018, Microsoft acquired 
Obsidian Entertainment, a studio 
famous for “Fallout: New Vegas” 
and “The Outer Worlds.” Now 
that Microsoft has both Obsidian 
Entertainment and Bethesda Soft- 
works, there is much discussion 


Mental Health Town Hall 


By CADY INABINETT 


The University Program 
Council hosted a Mental Health 
Town Hall Tuesday, Sept. 22 
via Zoom. The program brought 
in four guest presenters, Elena 
Butler, Reese Butler and Sama 
Bellomo from imalive.org — an 
online crisis prevention net- 
work — and Bee Smith from the 
American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention to speak on the mis- 
conceptions surrounding mental 
health issues. 

The program focused large- 
ly on educating participants 
on how to handle discussing 
mental health, especially suicidal 
thoughts, in an empathetic and 
helpful manner, as well as ad- 
dressing and fighting the stigma 
surrounding these issues. This 
presentation has been presented as 
a live show on college campuses 
since 2010, but has been adapted 
to a remote format in order to 
comply with social distancing 
protocols. 

The program started with par- 
ticipants answering a poll ranking 
their stress on a level of one to ten 
— with one being the least stressed 
and ten being the most stressed. 
Majority of student participants 
ranked their stress levels at six. 

A large portion of the presen- 
tation then proceeded to focus on 
addressing myths about mental 
health. A game called “Fact or 
Fiction,” in which participants 
had to determine if a presented 
statement was true or false, was 
hosted. 

For example, there is a com- 
monly held misconception that 
suicides peak during the winter 
holidays — due to factors such as 
Seasonal Affective Disorder and 
increased stress. This, however, is 
untrue; they actually peak during 
the spring. 

Combatting misconceptions 
about mental health issues helps 
people understand these issues 
more accurately and, therefore, 
reduces the stigma surrounding 
them, according to the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness. 

This focus on combatting and 
reducing the stigma surrounding 
mental health issues continued on 
throughout the presentation. The 


hosts went on to highlight some 
celebrities who have been outspo- 
ken out about their own mental 
health issues and can serve as role 
models to those struggling with 
the same conditions. Celebrities 
such as Ariana Grande and Oprah 
Winfrey, who have both been out- 
spoken about their own struggles 
with mental health issues—PTSD 
and anxiety issues, respectively. 

The presentation went on to 
address what one should and 
shouldn’t say in response to some- 
one who has confessed to them 
they are experiencing suicidal 
feelings. The hosts stressed that 
the main thing someone in this 
situation shouldn’t do is invalidate 
that person’s feelings. 

Someone who is contemplating 
suicide is already feeling extremely 
isolated emotionally and saying 
things that will invalidate their 
feelings will only make them feel 
even more alienated from those 
around them. Additionally, saying 
things along the lines of “I know 
how you feel,” often works to turn 
attention away from them and 
onto you; once again belittling 
that person’s emotions. 

The presentation emphasized 
that the best thing you could do 
for a person who speaks to you 
about their suicidal feelings is 
listen to them. What they need 
more than anything is someone 
who will provide them support 
and empathy without judgement. 

The presentation then provided 
a few of the resources available to 
those who may be struggling with 
mental health issues. If you or 
someone you know is struggling 
with mental health issues, espe- 
cially suicidal thoughts or feelings, 
you can call the National Suicide 
Prevention Hotline at 1-800-SUI- 
CIDE (784-2433) or the Birming- 
ham Crisis Center 205-323-7777. 

The organization that pre- 
sented this program, imalive.org, 
also offers online chat-based crisis 
prevention services. Additionally, 
University Counseling Services 
offers free counseling for students, 
and can be contacted at counsel- 
ing@montevallo.edu. 
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Fallout 


and fan excitement over the idea 
of Obsidian working on another 
“Fallout” title. 2010’s “Fallout: 
New Vegas” is a fan favorite of the 
series and has gained a massive 
cult following since its release. 
Bethesda has updated the fran- 
chise with the releases of “Fallout 
4 and “Fallout 76” since then, 
but many fans still prefer Obsidi- 
ans take on the franchise. 
“Fallout” and “The Elder 
Scrolls” are not the only franchis- 
es that were obtained from this 
acquisition. Microsoft will now 
have the following studios: Ar- 
kane, Alpha Dog, Bethesda game 
Studios, Id Software, Machine 
Games, Roundhouse Studios and 
Tango Gameworks. Consequent- 
ly, they now own the following 
Ips as well: “Doom,” “Dishon- 


ored,” “Fallout,” “Prey,” “Star- 
field,” “The Elder Scrolls,” “The 
Evil Within” and “Wolfenstein.” 

If upcoming titles from 
Bethesda Softworks hit Game 
Pass on launch day, it be likely 
be a massive success for Xbox. 
Some Consumers are attracted to 
the cheap monthly price point of 
Game Pass’s $15 rather than pay 
$60 for most new titles. This is 
especially competitive of Micro- 
soft when you consider that many 
next-generation titles will push 
the price to $70. 

Since the company spent 
$7.5 billion on the purchase of 
ZeniMax, they will most likely 
monetize their investment in 
some way other than Game Pass. 
The exclusivity of future titles to 
Xbox and PC only is very likely. 


Update: Founder’s Day, Life 


By ZOE HALL, Editor in chief 


Palmer Hall. Photo by Madelyn Alexander, Photo editor. 


Founder’s Day is on the sec- 
ond Thursday of every October 
to commemorate the founding 
of the Alabama Girls’ Industrial 
School and is when seniors don 
their robes for the first time. 

While some events like class 
of 2020's spring graduation were 
cancelled indefinitely, some 
moved to online platforms due to 
the remaining presence of coro- 
navirus in the state and country, 
including Founder’s Day. 

On Thursday, Oct. 8, at 11 
a.m., the University will hold 
the virtual ceremony on UM’s 
YouTube channel. 


In the annual tradition, the 
seniors march across Main Quad 
into Palmer Auditorium; however, 
this year, a photo frame will be 
installed in front of Palmer where 
students are to adhere to mask 
and social distancing guidelines. 

“Tm sad we don’t get to be in 
person, but still excited that we 
get to have a form of Founder’s 
Day,” said exercise and nutrition 
science senior Jill Sharpe. 

Also held on Founder’s Day 
is the Life Raft Debate, a newer 
tradition to campus. Sponsored 
by the Philosophy Club, each 


professor has to argue that his or 





This deal between Microsoft 
and ZeniMax is a game-chang- 
er for the industry and a real 
challenge to Sony. Many fans 
have speculated as to whether or 
not Sony will follow up this event 
with an acquisition of their own. 
Perhaps Square Enix, the devel- 
opers of “Final Fantasy” or From 
Software the developers of the 
“Dark Souls” series. Both devel- 
opers have a history with Sony as 
exclusives. 

Regardless this is a big win for 
Microsoft and an opportunity 
to bolster the pre-orders for their 
next-generation consoles, which 
launch on Nov. 10. 


Raft Debate 





her discipline is needed to help 
society flourish and therefore, 
they deserved the last seat in 

a hypothetical life raft after a 
nuclear war. 

According to Dr. Aimee Mel- 
lon, the committee that worked 
on the Debate last year has opted 
to “pause” this year. 

“Given the added weight many 
faculty and students have felt this 
semester (in regards to prepping 
and managing courses, etc.), the 
feeling was to take a break this 
year and come back fresh and re- 
vitalized next time,” said Mellon. 
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Obituary: Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s life and impact 








By HANNAH IRVIN, Copy editor 
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Ruth Bader Ginsburg was born 
in 1933 in Brooklyn, New York 
and went on to graduate at the 
top of her Cornell University class 
in 1954. 

Later that year, she married 
her husband, Martin, and had 
their first child a year later. After 
Martin served two years in the 
military, both he and Ginsburg 
attended Harvard University. 

When her husband was di- 
agnosed with cancer, she helped 
him keep up with his studies 


while simultaneously maintain- 
ing her own classwork. Ginsburg 
transferred to Columbia Univer- 
sity for her last year of school and 
graduated in 1959. 

Ginsburg often faced gender 
discrimination - from being chas- 
tised for “taking a man’s spot” at 
Harvard to being overlooked for 
clerking positions until a Colum- 
bia professor stood up for her and 
recommended her and only her, 


to U.S. District Judge Edmund L. 


Palmieri. 


After spending two years clerk- 
ing for Judge Palmieri, Ginsburg 
taught at Rutgers University Law 
School, where she was the second 
female law professor, and then at 
Columbia University, where she 
became the school’s first female 
tenured professor. 

When teaching at Rutgers 
University, she was not paid the 
same amount as the male pro- 
fessors, so she and other female 
colleagues filed an Equal Pay Act 
complaint and won. She later won 
five of the six cases she argued 
before the Supreme Court. 

In 1993, she was appointed 
to the U.S. Supreme Court by 
President Bill Clinton where she 
served the next 27 years, until her 
death at the age of 87, on Sept. 
18, 2020. 

She was the first Jewish judge 
and second female judge to ever 
preside over the highest court in 
the land. She is best known for 
her work towards gender equality 
and earning the unofficial title 
“Notorious RBG.” 

Ginsburg founded the 
Women’s Rights Project when 
she joined the ACLU in 1972. 
The WRP made strides towards 
equality by taking cases that 
affected social security provisions, 
inheritance law, and more. 

Ginsburg’s accomplishments 
included, but are not limited to: 
fighting for equal treatment in 
insurance for men and women, 
creating legislation to prevent 
employers from firing pregnant 
employees, championing the right 
to equal education access and 
ending sex-segregated schools and 
working towards ending discrim- 
ination towards men, along with 


her well-known fight for women’s 
equality in the workplace. 

She also fought for equal 
protection for LGBTQ+ individ- 
uals, immigrants and people with 
disabilities, as well as expanding 
voting rights. 

However, perhaps her most 
notable case was concerning the 
right to choose an abortion. For 
Ginsburg, abortion was not an 
argument about when life begins 
or the ethics of terminating a 
pregnancy. Instead, she focused 
on bodily autonomy and argued 
this point vehemently until she 
was successful. She continued to 
uphold her beliefs and defense of 
autonomy until her death. 

Ginsburg’s work for equality 
and women’s rights remains to 
have a lasting impact. 

In addition to helping legalize 
gay marriage, Ginsburg officiated 
the wedding of a gay couple in 
2013. It was one the first wed- 
dings she officiated and the first 
gay wedding in the Supreme 
Court. Ginsburg considered it a 
high honor to officiate. 

In 2002, Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
was inducted into the National 
Women’s Hall of Fame for her 
work on the Supreme Court and 
the advances she made towards 
breaking down gender barriers. 

Senator Elizabeth Warren cites 
Ginsburg as one of her biggest 
inspirations. 

“As a young mom heading 
off to Rutgers law school,” says 
Warren, “I saw so few examples of 
female lawyers or law professors. 
But Ruthie blazed the trail. ?’m 
forever grateful for her example - 
to me, and to millions of young 
women who saw her as a role 
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tor for Resident Life, Candler 
Brown. In the Sept. 16 meeting, 
Bill: 2021 B-001 B-030, which 
was titled 2020-2021 Budget 
and Finance Committee Budget 
Proposal, was proposed. This bill, 
like the title implied, reviewed 
the requested budgets and fund- 
ing for the student organizations 
and allocated the funds among 
the organizations accordingly. 

The bill passed with no 
opposition during the Sept. 23 
meeting. It was also announced 
by SGA President Thomas Dil- 
lard that he and Student Trustee 
Anakate Andrasko would be 
attending a Board of Trustees 
meeting on Sept. 29 about the re- 
naming of some of the buildings 
on campus whose names hold 
racist historical backgrounds. 

Upon asking for opinions 
from those present, all supported 
the renaming of these buildings 
and a common sentiment was 
that plaques should also be added 
to the buildings to give context 
for the new names. 

A blood drive was also an- 
nounced and will be held Oct. 
22, 
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model.” 

Ginsburg was deeply invested 
in the lives of her colleagues and 
clerks, encouraging them to pur- 
sue high standards and big goals. 
Her actions backed the words 
of her famous saying, “Women 
belong in all the places decisions 
are being made.” 


Continued from page 1 


which Officer Brett Hankison 
has been indicted with. 

An attorney for Taylor’s 
family is currently pushing 
that the complete grand jury 
record be released. 

Protests occurred in Lou- 
isville, New York, Portland, 
Seattle and other cities. In 
Louisville alone, over 20 
people were arrested on Sat- 
urday, Sept. 26 on a variety of 
charges including rioting and 
curfew violations. State Rep. 
and black activist Attica Scott 
was among those arrested. 


Trump’s tax information 
show loss and avoidance 

Based on two decades of 
the President's tax years, The 
New York Times reported that 
Donald Trump paid just $750 
in federal income tax when he 
entered the White House. 

11 out of the 18 years that 
the Times’ report reviewed 
showed no income tax at all, 
raising doubt about Trump’s 
image as a successful business- 
man. 

Notably, Trump has also 
refused to release his tax 
returns and actually fought 
to keep them hidden, which 
goes against the precedent set 
before him. 

Trump has responded by 
stating at a press conference, 
“First of all, I paid a lot and 
I paid a lot of state income 
taxes, too.” 


COVID-19 cases rise 
among US school children 

With schools beginning 
to reopen, authorities say 
that coronavirus is seeing an 
increase in infected children 
and teens. 

Children now make up 
10% of US cases, according 
to the American Academy 
of Pediatrics. The CDC said 
that the rise began in early 
September. 

While children’s cases are 
often much milder, the bigger 
concern the researchers have is 
“how easily they can transmit 
to others,” said Dr. Sally Goza, 
president of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. 

Mississippi is among the 
states with several outbreaks, 
despite mask requirements 
and temperature checks. The 
CDC say that the sick may 
not be getting infected in 
classrooms, but may be con- 
tracting the virus at playdates, 
sports and other activities. 

Overall, 7 million Amer- 
icans have been confirmed 
infected and over 200,000 
have died. 


NEL’ first COVID-19 
outbreak 

After positive COVID-19 
tests from three players and 
five personnel, the Tennessee 
Titans won't be back until in 
their building until Saturday, 
Oct. 3. 

They have suspended 
in-person activities through 
Friday. 

Tennessee is currently 
scheduled to host Pittsburgh 
on Sunday, Oct. 4. 

“All decisions will be made 
with health and safety as our 
primary consideration,” the 
NEL said. 

This is the first outbreak to 
hit the NFL, but it still plans 
to play a full schedule. 
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Breonna Taylor protest in Montevallo 


BY HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor of content 







Photos by Anna Grace Askelson, Managing editor of production 


On March 13, Breonna Taylor 
was fatally shot in her Louisville 
residence by police officers using 
a no-knock warrant. The death of 
Taylor sparked protest in Louis- 
ville and across the nation, adding 
to the current level of civil unrest 
revolving around civil rights. 

On Sept. 23, former Louis- 
ville Metro Police officer Brett 
Hankison was indicted with three 
charges of wanton endangerment 
due to the shots he fired during 
the raid that struck a neighboring 
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residence with three people inside. 


He has pleaded not guilty. 

On Sept. 27, a small protest 
against Taylor’s death and subse- 
quent lack of charges brought to 
bear against Taylor’s police killers 
was organized by Courtney Mc- 
Coy through the Facebook group 
Marching for Montevallo. 

The group of protestors 
numbered around 15 people, and 
congregated outside of the Barnes 
and Noble on Main Street. 

McCoy brought a portable 


microphone and led the group 

in several chants including some 
about the “power of the people” 
and “vote him [President Donald 
Trump] out.” 

Several cars going by honked 
and many people waved at the 
protestors in what appeared to be 
a supportive manner. The protes- 
tors appeared to be a mixed group 
of local residents and college 
students, but they all had similar 
reasons for being there and all 
strongly believed that there had 


Montevallo City Council 


By CADY INABINETT 





Graphic by Bell Jackson, Design director. 


The Montevallo City Council 
met Monday, Sept. 14, for their 
regularly scheduled, biweekly 
meeting. The council met to dis- 
cuss the set agenda topic as well 
as field the concerns of citizens 
who chose to attend the meeting. 
The council met in person and via 
Zoom, with the meeting lives- 
treamed on the city’s Facebook 
page. 

Several citizens brought 
forward concerns regarding the 
financial health of the city, citing 
a letter addressed to the mayor, 


Dr. Hollie Cost, and the members 
of the City Council. Neither Cost 
nor any member of the city coun- 
cil had actually received the letter 
prior to this meeting. 


This letter warned of a “bleak 


and declining” state of financial 
affairs within the city, blaming 
these issues on the “the failure of 
meaningful financial controls in 
place and appropriately followed.” 


The letter also cast aspersions 


onto the Montevallo Devel- 
opment Cooperative District 
(MDCD), saying that it is respon- 


sible for borrowing and spending 
large amounts of money and is 
“used as a vehicle for city officials 
to move funds conveniently from 
one place to another.” 

These claims come in response 
to prior deliberation by the 
council to fund the building ofa 
hotel and brewery in town, which 
the author of this letter and the 
citizens that endorse it believe will 
“recklessly endanger the city of 
Montevallo’s survival.” 

Cost expressed her disdain for 
the views expressed in this letter 
and emphasized by the citizens in 
attendance of the meeting, claim- 
ing that there were “gross errors 
within the letter,” and that “the 
city is in the best financial shape 
[it has] ever been in.” 

Cost went on to call the views 
expressed within the letter, “short 
sighted and wholly inaccurate,” 
as well as say that, “when the city 
is being attacked in this way, [she 
does] take it personally because 
[she and the City Council] have 
all put in a lot of blood, sweat and 
tears.” 

Earlier in the meeting, the 





been no justice for the death of 
Breonna Taylor. 

“T think it’s a disgrace,” said 
University of Montevallo sopho- 
more history major John Latner. 
“She was murdered while sleeping 
in her apartment.” 

According Taylor’s boyfriend, 
Kenneth Walker, both were awake 
at the time of the raid, but were 
in bed. 

Another protestor, Candice 
Cumming, had strong feelings 
about the no-knock warrants, 


recap 


City Council proclaimed Sept. 
28, 2020 as Family Day and 

the week of Sept. 27, 2020 as 
Family Week in Montevallo. The 
observance of Family Day and 
Week is meant to emphasize the 
idea that committed families help 
equip children with the ability to 
overcome obstacles throughout 
their lives. 

The event is also meant to 
encourage two parents to be in- 
volved in raising a child, claiming 
that, “children who spend signifi- 
cant time with both parents show 
lower risk of suicide, dropout, 
teen pregnancy, incarceration 
and drug use.” Cost encourages 
citizens to participate in Family 
Week by spending more time with 
their families. 

The next City Council meeting 
will be held Monday, Sept. 28, 
at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be 
livestreamed on the city’s Face- 
book page. Citizens may also 
attend the meeting in person at 
City Hall, however there will be 
limited seating and social distanc- 
ing protocols put in place. 





whose issuance have since been 
banned in Louisville. 

“T don’t know why they needed 
those in the first place,” said 
Cumming. “They are endangering 
their own lives.” 

Cumming went on to say that 
since Americans have the right to 
defend themselves, then any law 
enforcement officer breaking into 
a residence without warning was 
putting themselves at the risk of 
being shot. 

Bart Pitchford, a theatre 
professor at UM, agreed that with 
Cumming’s sentiment that it was 
good that the no-knock warrant 
had been banned in Louisville 
and hoped to see it removed 
everywhere. 

“Good first step, but at the 
end of the day, no one was held 
culpable,” said Pitchford. 

According to Pitchford, a lot 
of the responsibility for police 
reforms would have to come from 
individual departments and not 
from the federal government, 
though he did believe the federal 
government had a role to play. 

“Federal government could 
stop selling weapons to police 
that mimic weapons of war,” said 
Pitchford. 

Around 1:45 p.m., the local 
McDonalds across the street sent 
over employees with two trays of 
water for the protestors. 

At one point a white man in 
a truck rolled down his window 
while waiting at the light and 
shouted “all lives matter” to the 
protestors. 

They responded by chanting 
“All lives can’t matter until Black 
lives matter” at him. 

This continued in a back and 
forth pattern until the man drove 
away. He returned a few minutes 
later, appearing to have circled the 
block and shouted “all lives mat- 
ter” while waving what looked to 
be a Trump 2020 bumper sticker. 
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By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor of content 


Aries Today, you may 
long to hear the anguished 
cries of your enemies as 
you crush them beneath 
your heel, but in the times 
of strife, it is important to 
remember to take a deep 
breath, and not do that. We 
all get angry sometimes, 
but revenge rarely brings 
about a satisfactory conclu- 
sion. Look to the example 
of Marvel's “Avengers: Civil 
War” and do not allow re- 
venge to consume you. 


Taurus You often feel 
like the world is a merry-go- 
round of chaos and you are 
only just barely managing 
to keep yourself centered. 
You are considered stable, 
and while you might feel 
like you are all over the 
place you are still seen as 
reliable by your friends. 
Sometimes though, you 
need to just let go. Hop in 
your DeLorean and forget 
tomorrow - just don’t erase 
today along the way. 


Upcoming must see movies 


Gemini Sometimes you 
feel concerned or nervous 
about what the future may 
bring. You worry that you 
are not decisive enough. 
These are hard things 

to handle, but there is a 
solution. Go watch “The 
Princess Bride.” Note the 
swashbuckling decisive- 
ness of the characters, and 
let their experience inspire 
you. 


Capricorn [if you 
haven't played Minecraft, 
you should. You have the 
ability to be a master level 
builder. The elegance and 
logic of your structures 
reflects the same elegance 
and logic that rules your 
mind. It also shows that 
you have a bit of a tenden- 
cy to develop tunnel vision 
when you're working on 

a project. Remember to 
come up for air sometimes 
and do something fun with 
your friends. 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top ifestyles reporter 


MARVEL STUDIOS 


RIACK widow 





Posters sourced from IMDb 


Black Widow 

‘The first film in Phase Four of 
the Marvel Cinematic Universe, 
“Black Widow,” will be released 
on May 7 in IMAX. The movie 
takes place in-between the events 
of “Captain America: Civil War” 
and “Avengers: Infinity War” and 
will follow the character Natasha 
Romanov, also known as Black 


Widow. 


Coming 2 America 

“Coming 2 America” is a sequel 
to the 1988 comedy “Coming 
to America.” Eddie Murphy will 
reprise his role as Akeem along 
with Arsenio Hall as Semmi. In 
this film, Akeem must return 
to America after he hears about 
a long-lost son and heir to the 
throne of Zamunda. The movie 
will be released on Dec. 18. 
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Death on the Nile 

This murder mystery stars 
Kenneth Branagh as Hercule 
Poirot as he investigates a murder 
on the Nile. It also stars Gal 
Gadot and will be released on 
Dec. 18. 


Dune 

“Dune” is an adaptation of the 
famous science fiction novel by 
Frank Herbert. It stars Timothée 
Chalamet as Paul Atreides and 
Zendaya as Chani. It tells the 
story of Paul and his family who 
protects the most important 
resource in the galaxy known as 
“spice.” The film will be released 
on Dec. 18 in IMAX and 3D by 
Warner Bros. Pictures. 


No Time to Die 
“No Time to Die” is the next 
James Bond film and it stars 


Price 


Leo Perhaps you have 
been feeling as though you 
are trapped between Scylla 
and Charybdis. You have 

a tendency to get ina rut; 
try and think outside of the 
box. You are very smart, 
very capable and probably 
actually read the directions 
immediately after opening. 
Sometimes, you just need 
to try coloring outside the 
lines. 


Cancer Take a breath. 
It's true that life can get 
you down and that some- 
times you feel that things 
are hopeless. There is 
more to your life than sad- 
ness though, and despite 
whatever pain you may 


Virgo Despite all of 
your best efforts, the world 
around you seems very 
nonsensical. You often see 
the writing on the wall, but 
no one listens when you try 
and warn them. This can 

be very disheartening, but 
don't let it get to you. What 
you need is to let off some 


Libra Giving forgiveness 
is a hard thing to do. You 
are a generous person, but 
when someone hurts you, 
it is unlikely that you will 
forget. Still, you should try 
to forgive those who have 
hurt you. Holding a grudge 
will do nothing for you, and 
if Star Wars has taught this 
culture anything, it is that 
no one is too far gone. 


Scorpio Youarean 
individual of action. Much 
like a G.I. Joe action figure, 
you crave to burst into 
motion, accomplishing 
task and defeating evil 
villain characters in really 
cool costumes. Slow down, 
Snake Eyes. Take a breath; 
better yet, go take a nap. 
If sleep is too much relax- 


have been feeling, know 
that your existence has 
meaning and purpose. 
Now, get out there and 
pose dramatically on top of 
park benches. You too can 
be someone's hero. 


Aquarius You are like 
a potted plant. Your roots 
have stretched out as far as 
they can, and now you need 
to be grounded. Grow tall 
and fast, but not like Robin 
Williams in “Hook.” Your 
roots are still important 
and you need to make sure 
that you don't forget them. 
If you do, you might get 
eaten by a giant crocodile 
or something. 


Daniel Craig as Bond and Rami 
Malek as the villainous Safin. 

In the film, Bond hunts down a 
mysterious villain after Felix Leiter 
(Jeffrey Wright) asks for help. 
After a long delay, “No Time to 
Die” will release on Nov. 20. 


Soul 

“Soul” is the next film by the 
acclaimed animation studio Pixar. 
It tells the story of a musician who 
has lost his passion when through 
an accident he loses his body. Now 
through the help of an infant soul, 
he must find his way back and 
perhaps regain his love for life. 
Jamie Fox plays Joe the musician 
and Tina Fey plays the character 
22. The film will release on Nov. 
20 in theaters. 


The Trial of the Chicago 7 


Based on a true story, this film 
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tension. Dress in the most 
utterly ridiculous way pos- 
sible and start screaming 
your favorite movie quotes 
out a window. 


ation for you to handle, 
then put on some comfort- 
able clothes and spend a 
few hours watching your 
favorite show. 


Pisces Life can feel 
like you are lying ona 
bed made out of the 
disappointing reality 
that was the Michael 
Bay version of “Ninja 
Turtles.” It’s important 
that you don’t let this 
get you down. Be loyal 
to your friends and they 
will help you weather 
the storm almost as 
well as that time you 
won “The Game of Life.” 


Sagittarius Who says 
you shouldn't laugh at your 
own jokes? Face it, you're 
hilarious, and if the rest 

of the world can’t get on 
board with that then the 
problem is clearly with 
them not you. Try to be 
understanding of everyone 
else’s complete lack of ap- 
preciation of your excellent 
humor. It's not their fault 
they aren't as funny as you. 


relates the tale of seven people 
who faced criminal charges 

after an uprising at the 1968 
Democratic National convention 
in Chicago, Illinois. The film will 
come to Netflix on Oct. 16. 


Wonder Woman 1984 

The next film in the DC 
cinematic universe, “Wonder 
Woman 1984,” was set to release 
back in December of last year. The 
film will be released by Warner 
Bros. Pictures on Dec. 25 in 
IMAX. This film will tell the story 
of Wonder Woman's adventures, 
set in the 1980's, where she 
reunites with a familiar face and 
confronts Max Lord and The 
Cheetah. 
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ACROSS for cars. 
1. “What’s done cannot be —_—‘17. The Capulet Romeo is 2. “The beast with many 9. “O thou invisible spirit 15. “No legacy is as rich as 
undone.” in love with at the begin- heads butts me away.’ of wine, if thou hast no —— 
ning of Romeo and Juliet. name to be known by, let eon. 
4. “Who is it that can tell 3 « deeds are dou- us call thee devil” 16. “His flight was mad- 
me who I am?” 18. What is the question? bled with an evil word” ness: when our actions do 
10. In order to make the not, our fears do make us 
8. “Eye of newt and toe 19. “He that dies pays all 5. “How bitter a thing it prophecy a reality, Mac- » 
of frog, of bat and debts.” - to pe tice beth kills this person. 
° through another man’s « 
oe ene ant 12. “A horse! A horse! My i. Ads new aes Weats, 
11. “The nature of bad news _____ for a horse!” oe Oye HOL Mab wemlay 
infects the 6. “Wishers were ever be. 





13. “Blow, blow thou winter 14. “How sharper than a 
wind! Thou art not so un- 7. “The valiant never taste tooth it is to have 





kind as man’s i of death but once” a thankless child!” 
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By HARRISON NEVILLE 
and WESLEY HYDE 


The Sept. 30 SGA Senate 
meeting started off at 4: 32 
p-m. with executive announce- 
ments. 

SGA President, Thomas 
Dillard and Student Trustee 
Annakate Andrasko reported 
to the Senate on the results of 
the Board of Trustees meet- 
ing to consider buildings for 
renaming. They relayed to the 
rest of the senate the decision 
to rename Bibb Graves and 
Comer, and that Wallace was 
recommended to be renamed, 
but required state approval. 

There was a typo on the 
budget passed the previous 
meeting, which left off the 
Montevallo Organization 
of Gaming and there total 
funding of $1,100. The overall 
amount of funds on the bill 
was correct, so the necessary 
change was merely cosmetic. 

The Senate passed an 
amendment which added 
MOG to the previously passed 
bill. 

In other business, the Sen- 
ate swore in four new senators: 
Alexis Martinez, London 
Davis, Kaleigh Gable, and 
Abigail Heuton. 

‘There was no new business 
brought to the floor at the 
Senates next meeting on Oct. 
7, but there were several execu- 
tive and committee reports. 

For executive reports, Dil- 
lard explained that he intend- 
ed to send out a survey for all 
students to fill out for SGA to 
gather general feedback from 
the student body. 

For University committee 
reports, Andrasko explained 
to the senate the current plan 


Continued on page 3 
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124th Founders’ Day goes virtual 


By ZOE HALL, Editor in chief 





Graphic by Bell Jackson, Design director. 


Each year, on the second 
Thursday of October, the Uni- 
versity of Montevallo celebrates 
Founders’ Day. This day recog- 
nizes the founding of our higher 
education institution and also 
allows seniors to don their robes 
for the first time. 

This year’s event was not held 
in Palmer Hall as usual, but 
was virtual and available on the 
University’s YouTube channel 
beginning Oct. 8 at 11 a.m. 

The theme for Founders’ Day 
was “Building for the Future: 
Strong and Resilient,” and 
focused on the challenges that 
the University has faced in the 
last several months while “lay- 
ing a strong foundation for the 
University’s future,” according to 
University’s YouTube channel. 

The theme was inspired by his- 
torian and former professor, Dr. 
Lucille Griffith, who wrote “as 
institutions serve, they change. 
Adaptation becomes the key to 
life and to growth.” 

The video opens with a display 
of several different parts of life 


on campus, from athletics to 
Greek life to College Night, while 
alumna DeLee Benton sang the 
alma mater. 

President Dr. John Stewart III 
then welcomed students, faculty 
and staff. 

“Today, our convocation is 
like no other before it. Absent 
is the rainbow of faculty rega- 
lia. No seniors processing with 
robes draped over their arms. 

No concert choir looking back 

at me from the balcony. But it is 
not quiet. Although we are not 
together today, we are bound 
together by this very special insti- 
tution,” said Stewart. 

Stewart then cited the reason 
for the occasion. 

“Tn her lifetime, Montevallo 
has risen to meet each of these 
difficult moments, often find- 
ing opportunity rising from the 
adversity,” said Stewart. 

“She has endured economic 
challenges of world wars, the 
Spanish flu, the Great Depression, 
the social unrest of the 60s and 
70s, the rise of ever-changing 


technologies and now we face our 
current contender, strong and 
more resilient than ever.” 

He closed his speech by offer- 
ing congratulations to the year’s 
award winners. 

Instead of a keynote speaker, 
the video then featured video 
for several buildings on campus 
including the Center for the Arts, 
the addition to Morgan Hall and 
the Grainger Center. 

Following, Dr. Mary Beth 
Armstrong, provost and vice pres- 
ident of academic affairs, gave the 
investiture of the senior class. 

Seniors were asked to robe fol- 
lowing reciting the oath and the 
robing of senior class president, 
Solomon Balaam-Reed. 

Numerous awards were also 
given out: 

Adjunct Music Professor Dr. 
Joe Ortiguera received the Ad- 
junct Faculty Teaching Award. 

Associate Communication 
Studies Professor Dr. Raymond 
Ozley received the Faculty Service 
Award. 


Associate Communication 


Studies Professor Dr. Tiffany Wang 
was named University Scholar. 

Mr. Coty Jones, Director of 
the Physical Plant, was presented 
the UMNAA’s Outstanding Staff 
Service Award. 

Professor of Art Mr. Collin 
Williams received UMNAA’s Out- 
standing Teaching Award. 

Dr. Jo Ann Rayfield received 
UMNAA’s Alumna Loyalty Award. 

Current SGA President Thomas 
Dillard then closed out the virtual 
ceremony. 

“All these changes and time of 
growth has made Montevallo even 
better than what it has been,” said 
Dillard. 

The final portion of the video 
featured clips from campus and 
classrooms, showing how campus 
has been strong and resilient in the 
past months according to Dillard. 

This year’s Founders’ Day com- 
mittee was chaired by Director of 
University Events, Marion Brown. 
The committee also included 
Tiffany Bunt, Russell Alicea, Scott 
Dillard, Andrew Fancher, Carolyn 
Jones and Kira Thomas. 


Covid-19 complicates Greek life philanthropies 


By SARAH CLAYTON 


There have been many chal- 
lenges amongst all campus life 
this semester, but Greek life on 
campus has been affected heavily. 

It has been a challenge for 
both fraternities and sororities for 
recruitment, as well as philanthro- 
py season, which is primarily in 
October. 

Usually all the organizations 
are able to hold in person events, 
but since that was not a possibility 
this semester, they had to move 
the events online, which has im- 
pacted the number of attendees. 

As an alternative, several 
organizations are hosting virtual 
week events. 

For example, Chi Omega did 
a virtual Wish Week for their 
philanthropy Make-A-Wish where 
there would be a different activity 
online to raise money, like a bingo 
sheet where people can adopt stars 
and Venmo the amount of money 
they wanted to raise. 

Phi Mu is also hosting a week 
dedicated to their philanthropy 
Children’s Miracle Hospital. It is 
called Miracle Week with a dif 
ferent online activity to do each 
day to raise money, like a TikTok 
dance off, as explained by COMS 
senior Abby Jo Askins of Phi Mu. 

“Tt changes the game for soror- 
ities,” said Askins, in reference to 
the movement online. 

According to junior musical 
theatre major, Meredith Vaughn, 
Alpha Delta Pi has also gone 
virtual by hosting online obstacle 
courses to raise money by linking 
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videos of members running 
through their homemade courses 
designed by their chapter. A like 
would equal one vote that and 
then contribute to the philanthro- 


y. 

Zeta Phi Delta is working on 
collaborating with other sororities 
to host live streams in order to 
raise awareness and money for 
mothers and children in need 
within the community, accord- 
ing to President of Zeta Phi Beta 
Adriel Vinson. 
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- News in Brief 


Caleb Jones is the president 
of UM chapter of the National 
Pan-Hellenic Council, or NPHC, 
which is a collection of nine 
historically Black sororities and 
fraternities. 

For the NPHC it has just been 
as difficult for them as the white 
sororities on campus, and in many 
ways harder. 

“As the University of Mon- 
tevallo is a predominantly white 
campus so the NPHC has a small 


number of members within their 
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sororities and fraternities, as well 
as, getting the name out about 
all the sororities and fraternities 
they have to offer to the African 
American students, especially the 
freshman,” said Jones. 

The NPHC focuses on pro- 
grams to ensure a better com- 
munity, taking part in national 
programs involved with voter 
registration and helping high 
school students go to college. 
While he move online is challeng- 
ing for NPHC to figure out how 
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to achieve their goals in raising 
money for their philanthropies, 
but they have hope. 

When looking into the future 
of philanthropy season for Greek 
life at Montevallo it depends on 
the future of the outcomes of 
COVID-19. 

“It depends on how much we 
shift to pre-COVID life back 
whenever it gets back under 
control,” said Riley Hickman, a 
junior Chi Omega. 

Multiple students agreed that 
there would still be a shift to 
more virtual events regardless 
if social distancing guidelines 
change. 

Regardless of what comes in 
their way, Greek organizations 
are still working towards their 
philanthropic goals. 

“Tt ties back to community 
service,” said Jones. “It is the 
knowledge that a student has 
knowing that they did something 
to help someone.” 
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Candidates flop initial debate, Biden pulls ahead 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 
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The first presidential debate 
took place Tuesday, Sept 29. 
Millions of voters were finally 
able to see Donald Trump in his 
first debate since taking office 
and compare the two nominees’ 
policies and personalities. 

The debate was 90 minutes 
and allowed for 15-minute 
segments for each topic. Both 
nominees were allowed 2 
minutes to respond to the initial 
question followed by open 
discussion. 

Moderated by Chris Wallace, 
Fox News anchor, the debate 
focused on topics chosen by 
Wallace. Topics included Trump 
and Biden records, the Supreme 
Court, COVID-19, the economy 
race and violence in our cities 
and the integrity of the election. 

The first question of the 
debate was about the Supreme 
Court, and the surrounding 
controversy of rushing a nominee 
through the Senate with such 
little time left in Trump’s term. 
Trump said, “We won the 
(2016) election... Elections have 
consequences.” Biden responded 
with “The American people have 
a right to say,” in regard to the 
Supreme Court nominee, Amy 
Coney Barrett. 

Biden believes that America 
should wait until the results of 
the election to nominate in a 
new justice. The controversy 
comes because of the Republican 
led Senate denying numerous 
Supreme Court nominees 
from Obama, because his term 
was months from ending. The 
now Republican lead Senate is 
showing complete hypocrisy 
in their efforts to rush their 
nominee to the Court. 

The next segment was 
COVID-19, and the first 
question by Wallace wasn’t 
even finished before Trump 
interrupted. The question was 
in regard to Trump’s specific 
policy plan for healthcare if he 
were re-elected. All he had to 
say was that he would cut drug 
prices, and already has, which 
he has not. After some crossfire 
between the three men on 
television, Wallace asked Biden 
ifa public option would end 
private healthcare. Biden simply 
responded, “No it will not...” 
Trump immediately interjected 


and once again started the 
bickering. 

Wallace continued the 
segment with Trump’s response 
to COVID-19 and the 200,000 
deaths due to the virus. Biden 
claimed that the Trump 
Administration only began to 
seriously respond to the pandemic 
when it started to hit the stock 
market. 

Biden asked in reference to the 
American public, “Do you believe 
for a moment what he’s telling 
you in light of all the lies he’s told 
you about the whole issue relating 
to COVID:?...He still hasn’t even 
acknowledged that he knew this 
was happening — knew how 
dangerous it would be back in 
February — and he didn’t even 
tell you.” 

The entire segment on 
COVID-19 revolved around the 
claims from both nominees of 
their qualifications to lead the 
public and economy through the 
pandemic. Trump continued to 
claim that if Biden were president 
America would have been worse 
off, not what he would continue 
to do. His only accomplishment 
he boasted about was “I got 
football back.” 

American football is pointless 
when 200,000 Americans have 
needlessly died. While Biden 
tried to state what we should have 
done, and what we should be 
doing, Trump interrupted him 
continuously. 

At one-point Trump tried to 
play a gotcha moment at Biden 
by stating, “Every time you see 
him, he’s got a mask. He could 
be speaking 200 feet away from 
them and he shows up with the 
biggest mask I’ve ever seen.” 

A president who only “wears 
a mask when [he] needs to,” is 
despicable. The head of the CDC 
himself said that if we were to just 
wear masks, we could save up to 
100,000 people. Masks should be 
mandatory. Trump in general has 
put the American public at risk 
with large rallies. He claimed “we 
have had no problem whatsoever” 
in regard to the rallies. 

On the contrary, Herman 
Cain contracted and died 
from COVID-19 shortly after 
attending a Trump rally in Tulsa, 
Okla. Oklahoma has seen a recent 
surge in COVID cases following 


several large events, including the 
Trump rally, according to Bruce 
Dart, the executive director of 
the Tulsa Health Department. 
The rally continued even after 

the state’s former epidemiologist 
warned it could cause as many as 
nine deaths and 228 new COVID 
cases. 

The next segment, the 
economy, followed suit from the 
rest of the debate: continuous 
interruptions, false claims, 
gibberish and half-truths. The hot 
topic of the economy right now 
is the effects that COVID-19 has 
had on it. Biden couldn’t go 13 
seconds without being interrupted 
by Trump in his position on 
reopening businesses. 

Trump would only say that 
America’s businesses should be 
completely open. Biden, despite 
Trump’s claim of wanting to 
shut down business, has stated 
that he would follow the science; 
if a shutdown was necessary, he 
would close businesses, but if 
not, he would continue to follow 
COVID guidelines. 

Following the economy, 
Wallace moved the debate to 
the topic of “race and violence 
in our cities.” Biden began with 
referencing Trump’s statement 
of calling those involved in the 
white supremacist march of 
Charlottesville “very fine people.” 
He then also referenced the 
secret service and various law 
enforcement agencies using tear 
gas on peaceful protestors to clear 
an area so that Trump could walk 
to a nearby church for a photo op. 

Trump fired back with Biden’s 
support of the Crime Bill, and 
how he called African Americans, 
“super-predators.” Biden did not 
call anyone “super-predators,” 
it was Hillary Clinton. Trump 
continued to claim he had the 
support of every law enforcement 
group, even citing the sheriff of 
Portland. 

The sheriff, Mike Reese, came 
out publicly to say, “I have never 
supported Donald Trump and 
will never support him.” 

The segment of race and 
violence seemed to continue 
forever, but possibly the most 
distinct takeaway from it was 
Trump’s refusal to condemn 
white supremacy. In reference 
to the Proud Boys, a nationally 


Letter from the editor 


Dear readers, 


Whenever people learn that 
I’m the editor in chief of the 
newspaper here at UM, Pm 
usually met with a statement 
about how impressive this is. 

However, the last several 
issues, I haven’t been pulling my 
weight enough and I recognize 
that. I’m working to do better 
and be more collaborative with 
my team, but I have to give credit 
where credit is due. 

My managing editors have 
worked harder than I can even 
describe to put together a paper 
worth picking up, and while 
I may have signed off on the 
decisions that had to be made, 
they were the ones who did the 
heavy lifting. 

I was going through a really 
hard time mentally, and they 
totally covered for me, no 
questions asked. They welcomed 
me back and are genuinely glad 
to see me doing better. Iam so 
grateful to be able to call these 


two my friends. 

But it wasn’t just them that 
have worked tirelessly; the 
people we’ve had join us, mostly 
freshman, have done incredible 
work in the time they’ve been a 
part of The Alabamian, and I am 
so excited to see where they go. 

I thought that being busy was 
the solution to finding myself in 
college, but truthfully, all I did 
was burn out. 

College has been such a period 
of growth for me; I’ve made great 
decisions, and some really poor 
ones too and I’m lucky that it 
turned out the way my life has. 

I have to credit to what this 
luck is: the people who support 
me. My professors, my peers, my 
family, my coworkers, my friends, 
constantly push me to be a better 
person and do better every day. 

I used to think that I’ve 
sacrificed a lot for my job, but 
talking to others made me realize 
that I’m not the only one. 

This is a job that mostly goes 
unnoticed; the people who pick 


up our paper don’t realize how 
hard we all work. 

We give up sleep, we travel, we 
write an article with 40 minutes 
to spare, we go out of our way to 
do what needs to be done and we 
are constantly stepping outside of 
our comfort zone. 

I’ve lost quite a bit of sleep over 
my job, but what I’ve gotten in 
return was worth the exchange. 

I’ve made some of my best 
friends on the paper, and I’m so 
proud of what we’ve accomplished 
in just a few months. 

Almost all of us are new to our 
role in some way or another. It’s 
all a learning process, but we're 
learning together. 

This issue in particular is a 
favorite of mine. We cover the 
political debates, the newest of 
music, the best of the spooky 
season and even a review about 
“Devil All the Time,” a movie 
that was partially filmed right 
here in town. 

So, I invite you all to partake 
in this one. It has a lot to offer 


known white supremacist 
organization, Trump said, “stand 
back and stand by.” 

Following the shocking refusal 
to condemn white supremacy, was 
the “Trump and Biden records.” 
The biggest outcome from this 
segment was each nominee’s 
approach to climate change. 
Trump was hesitant to address the 
effects of climate change, stating 
in reference to the California 
wildfires that we only need better 
forest management. 

On the contrary, climate 
scientist Daniel Swain stated 
that climate change “...is acting 
as a pervasive force across the 
landscape and is increasing the 
severity of wildfire across a wide 
range of vegetation types.” 

‘The last segment of the debate 
was the concern over the integrity 
of the election. Two important 
takeaways being election fraud, 
and Trump’s refusal to promise a 
peaceful transition if he were to 
lose. 

Trump’s obsession of election 
fraud and mail-in ballots is 
based little to no evidence. He 
used anecdotes to support his 
argument and did not state any 
reliable statistics or proof. In 
general, voter fraud is limited to 
allegations and is hardly found. 
In the past, mail-in ballots 
haven’t led to voter fraud, but 
ballots being thrown out and not 
counted, according to multiple 
sources. 

Trump, instead of urging 
his supporters to wait until the 
election to wait for the results of 
the election to be verified, urged 
them to go to the polls and watch 
for fraud. He refused to wait 
for the election results before 
declaring victory, citing election 
fraud and a “fraudulent process.” 

Biden stated, “I will accept 
it.” He said he will support the 
election results and trusts the 
process. Referencing the process 
of mail-in votes, he stated, “No 
one has established at all that 
there is fraud related to mail-in 
ballots.” Biden encouraged the 
American public to go out and 
vote, and that if he is president 
he will “...be president for both 
Democrats and Republicans.” 

In the first presidential 
debate, the American public 
witnessed an hour and a half full 
of interruptions and a disrespect 
for the democratic process of this 
country. The American public 
saw a clear difference between 
the way the two nominees held 
themselves, Trump being abrasive 
and intolerant while Biden at 
times seemed to drift from the 
discussion, maintained the 
appearance to be knowledgeable, 
assertive and well put together. 

The entire debate showcased 
how much Trump lacks in 
policy and makes up for with 
weak anecdotes, and repeated 
allegations. Biden demonstrated 
his ability to persevere through 
ridicule and overcome the 
interruptions thrown at him, 
while proving to the American 
public he is ready, and has a plan. 
The next presidential debate will 
be scheduled for October 22. 
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in its pages. We only have a few 
issues left to print this semester, 
and I hope they continue to 
inform and entertain you as the 
last ones have. 


Sincerely, 
Zoe Hall 
Editor-in-chief 





The 
Alabamian 


Farmer Hall, 

Behind Post Office 

Station 6222 

Montevallo, AL 35115 
alabamian@montevallo.edu 


Editor-in-chief 


Zoe Hall 


Managing editor of 
content 


Harrison Neville 


Managing editor of 
production 


Anna Grace Askelson 
Copy editor 


Hannah Irvin 
Design director 
Bell Jackson 

Photo editor 


Madelyn Alexander 


Top sports reporter 


Xander Swain 


Top lifestyles reporter 
Noah Wortham 


SGA beat reporter 


Wesley Hyde 


Social media manager 


Katy Barnes 


Contributing writers 


Cady Inabinett 
Annaprenzie Kocsis 
Aubrie Chastain 
Sarah Clayton 


Brianna Bramlett 


Contributing artists 
Lindsey Upchurch 


Adviser 


Tiffany Bunt 


DISCLAIMER 


These editorials are the opinion 
of The Alabamian staff and 
represent the views of their 
individual authors. 

‘These opinions do not necces- 
sarily reflect the University of 
Montevallo student body, fac- 
ulty, administration or Board 
of Trustees. 








By CADY INABINETT 


13 Men Charged in 
Plot to Kidnap Michigan 
Governor 

Thirteen men have been 
charged in a series of plots 
to kidnap Michigan's gover- 
nor, Gretchen Whitmer, and 
allegedly storm the Michi- 
gan capitol in order to start a 
“civil war.” 

Six men were charged in 
federal court for conspiring 
to kidnap Whitmer before 
the Nov. 3 election. The sev- 
en other men were charged 
in state court on state terror- 
ism charges. 

Those involved with the 
plots believed that Whitmer 
had “uncontrolled power” 
and disregarded checks 
and balances systems. This 
sentiment stems largely from 
Michigan’s strict response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including a stay-at-home 
order. Several of the men 
arrested were present at 
protests against the stay- 
at-home order at the state 
capitol on April 30, in which 
many protestors carried guns 
into the capitol building. 

The Wolverine Watchmen 
are an anti-government mili- 
tia group founded by two of 
the arrested men, Pete Mu- 
sico and Joseph Morrison. 
‘The group had been meeting 
periodically for firearm and 
tactical training in order “to 
prepare for the “boogaloo,” 

a term used by the group 

to reference a violent polit- 
ical uprising and civil war, 
according to Michigan state 
Detective Sgt. Michael Fink. 

Whitmer responded by 
placing some of the blame 
for this plot on President 
Donald Trump, following 
his lack of condemnation to- 
wards white supremacy and 
alt-right movements during 
the presidential debate on 
Sept. 29. Whitmer claimed 
that hate groups heard this 


as “a call to action.” Trump 





responded by saying he does 
not tolerate violence, while 
also tweeting that Whitmer 
“has done a terrible job” as 
governor. 

Fighting Outbreaks 
Between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan 

Hundreds are dead in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region as 
fighting between Armenian 
and Azerbaijani forces esca- 
lates. This latest outburst of 
fighting, beginning on Sept. 
27, is the biggest escalation 
in conflict between Arme- 
nia and Azerbaijan since a 
separatist war ended in the 
region in 1994. 

The Nagorno-Karabakh 
region has been long dis- 
puted between the two 
countries, as the region lies 
within Azerbaijan’s borders, 
but is under the control 
of ethnic Armenian forces 
and is backed by Armenia's 
government. Four hundred 
and four members of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh mili- 
tary have been killed in this 
outbreak. Azerbaijani has 
not provided any details on 
their losses and the num- 
ber of civilian deaths is also 
unknown. 

As of Oct. 10, a Rus- 
sian-brokered ceasefire has 
been in place. However, 
both Armenia and Azerbai- 
jan have claimed that their 
opponent has broken cease- 
fire. 

Additionally, Turkey has 
become involved in the 
conflict for the first time, 
backing Azerbaijani troops. 
Turkey’s new role in the con- 
flict raises painful memories 
for Armenians, reminding 
many of the 1915 massacre 
of 1.5 million Armenians 
carried out by the Turkish 
as an act of ethnic cleans- 
ing. This event is viewed by 
historians as a genocide but 
is still denied by Turkish 


officials. 


SGA Continued 


for College Night this year. Both 
Purple and Gold will work togeth- 
er to create a show, and arrange- 
ments are being made with the 
University of Montevallo Esports 
team for virtual sports. 

SGA Vice President, Natalie 
Seavers, also took time to relay 


the plan to replace Moe’s and 
Smooth Sailing in Farmer Hall 
with Pita Pit. 

The meeting concluded with 
announcements. 

SGA will be hosting a blood 
drive on Oct. 22. 
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Vice President debate recap 


By AUBRIE CHASTAIN 





The vice presidential debate, candidates California senator Kamala Harris and Vice President 
Mike Pence. Photo by Lawrence Jackson / Biden for President. 


On Wednesday, Oct. 7 at 
8:00 p.m., the debate between 
the two vice president candi- 
dates, California Sen. Kamala 
Harris and Vice President Mike 
Pence took place. This hour 
and half long debate featured 
a wide variety of topics about 
COVID-19, the economy, 
climate change and the Supreme 
Court. The debate was moderat- 
ed by Susan Page of USA Today. 

In the first round of ques- 
tions, Page asked Harris what 
Biden plans to do differently 
from Trump’s administration 
regarding COVID-19. 

Harris responded by dis- 
cussing how the Trump Ad- 
ministration knew beforehand 
about COVID-19, yet didn’t 
do anything about it. She also 
said Biden plans to make the 
COVID-19 vaccine accessible 
for all. 

When Pence was asked about 
why the U.S. death toll was high- 
er than any other wealthy coun- 
tries, he responded by saying the 
Trump task force did everything 
necessary to keep the American 
people well. The task force put in 
place a travel ban to China. 

Harris later responded that 
the administration did not do 
what was best for the American 
people. Harris even called the 
Trump administration the great- 
est failure out of any presidential 
administrations. When asked 
why they hadn’t done anything 
sooner, Pence stated Trump 
wanted citizens to remain calm. 

Pence took Harris’ comment 


as an insult to the American 
people who have fought hard to 
keep Americans alive and Harris 
had not acknowledged the efforts 
of the nurses and doctors. 

In another round, the mod- 
erator discussed concerns about 
whether the American people had 
the right to know health informa- 
tion about candidates running for 
election. Page also mentioned how 
regardless of election turnout, 
either of them serving the oldest 
President in the country. 

Pence responded that the 
American people did in fact 
have the right to know about the 
health of the President and as 
Trump faces COVID-19, they 
will continue to keep people in- 
formed. He also thanked Ameri- 
cans for their countless thoughts 
and prayers. 

Harris also felt it was im- 
portant for the American people 
to know the health records of 
candidates. She also mentioned 
how Biden has been transparent 
throughout his life even with his 
tax records. 

The next question was whether 
raising taxes would put economic 
recovery at risk. 

Harris says that Biden mea- 
sures the rate of economic success 
to how the American worker is 
doing. She also mentioned that 
Biden would not raise taxes for all 
but only to those who make more 
than $400,000 a year. 

Further discussing economy, 
Pence noted how the Trump 
administration has brought back 
jobs and has fixed the econom- 


ic state that was left with the 
Obama administration. Pence 
says that economic growth will 
continue with them and Biden 
wants to get rid of Trump tax 
cuts. 

Although, Pence notes that the 
Trump administration brought 
back jobs after the pandemic. The 
massive regain in jobs wasn’t due 
to Trump’s policies but people 
who were temporarily shut down 
were able to come back to work. 

The moderator discussed con- 
cerns of climate change. 

Pence explained how Trump 
made the Outdoor Act that is the 
largest reservation of land and 
national parks in one hundred 
years. He also mentions how their 
administration has done a lot for 
reservation. 

Harris discusses how Biden 
understands the impacts of 
climate change and believes in 
science. Harris also discussed 
their plan for reentering the Paris 
Climate Agreement. 

One of the last topics dis- 
cussed is the Supreme Court seat. 
Pence discusses how they are 
making ventures to fill the seat 
as fast as possible. Harris on the 
other hand believes the people 
should fill the seat of the White 
House and then see who takes the 
seat of the Supreme Court. 

Through the debate, the two 
candidates discussed important 
topics in this year’s election and 
what to look for in the two ad- 
ministrations. 


BSU/AASC voting forum 


By AUBRIE CHASTAIN 


On Sep. 30, from 4 p.m. to 
5 p.m., the African American 
Studies Club and the Black 
Student Union hosted a voter 
forum to address questions and 
concerns regarding voting in the 
upcoming election. 

Along with these 
organizations, Assistant Political 
Science Professor Dr. Andrea 
Eckelmanlp answer questions 
and provide guidance for students 
participating. 

This voting forum was also one 
of the first Community Building 
Series put on by the African 
American Studies Club and hopes 
to continue similar programs like 
this for Montevallo. Dr. Sierra 
Turner, advisor of the African 
American Studies Club, has even 
started to build a website for the 
series. 

Dr. Eckelman began the 
conversation by explaining why 
it’s important to vote. “We live 
in a democracy,” said Eckelman. 
By living in a democracy, citizens 
have a way to make their voices 
heard. Eckelman even explained 
how students can use their vote to 
voice their opinions. 

2020 is an important year for 
women because it marks the one 
hundredth year that women get 
the right to vote. Eckelman also 
stated, “If your right to vote isn’t 
important than people wouldn't 
be trying to take it away.” 

The conversation then 
moved into absentee voting and 
the process of how it works. 
Eckelman explained who 
qualified for absentee ballots and 


how to apply by mail. With mail- 
in ballots, they are trustworthy 
but speed may be an issue. If 
you are voting absentee via 
mail-in, Eckelman explained the 
importance of getting your ballot 
as soon as possible so your vote 
will be counted. 

She then discussed how voting 
in person works. Here, in Shelby 
county, polls are open from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Nov. 7, election day. 
She also listed helpful websites 
that have information regarding 
poll locations, sample ballots, and 
checking voter registration. All 
of the sites provided could help 
the participants in the forum be 
prepared on election day at the 
polling locations. 


“When voting, Eckelman 
explained the significance of 
doing your research. It’s im- 
portant to look at the candi- 
dates and not just the party.” 


When voting, Eckelman 
discussed the significance of doing 
your research. It’s important to 
look at the candidates and not just 
the party explained Eckelman. 
Some ways to do your research on 
the candidates is to look at groups 
that lobby for candidates and talk 
to you friends and family. 

Eckelman later specified the 
importance of knowing your 
voter rights. One of those rights 
includes the right to not be 
harassed when casting your ballot. 
Voter intimidation at polling 
locations is illegal and there are 


hotlines with the NAACP if 


voter intimidation occurs. It’s 
also important to know that you 
always have the right to vote. 

‘Towards the end of the 
conversation, Dr. Sierra Turner 
emphasized that African 
Americans were denied votes for 
the longest time and voting rights 
are still suppressed, particularly 
towards people of color. With 
this in mind, she explained the 
importance for people of color 
and minorities to vote. 

Dr. Eckelman also went back 
towards the main idea of why 
voting is important. She explained 
how in the United States there 
is an incumbency rate of 91%. 
This means that many times 
candidates run for office without 
any competition enabling them 
to get the position without effort. 
Even if a scandal occurs or if 
they’re doing a bad job, they’re 
still able to get the position. 
Eckelman explained that in local 
elections, it’s important to be 
looking at people who you think 
are fit for the job, or maybe even 
yourself. 

This voter forum put on by 
the two organizations gave the 
fifteen participants the chance to 
have their questions and concerns 
answered about this year’s 
upcoming election. Eckelman 
and Turner also gave insight as to 
why voting in the 2020 election 
matters and how to vote during 
these crazy times. 








By CADY INABINETT 


The Montevallo City Council 
met Monday, Sept. 28, for their 
regularly scheduled, biweekly 
meeting. The Council met to 
discuss the set agenda topic as 
well as field the concerns of 
citizens who chose to attend the 
meeting. The Council met both 
in person and via Zoom, with the 
meeting livestreamed on the city’s 
Facebook page. 

One of the main topics of 
discussion was the acceptance of a 
capital project financing bid. This 
capital project was also a topic of 
discussion in the previous council 
meeting on Sept. 14, with several 
citizens bringing forward con- 
cerns about the impacts financing 
such a project would have on the 
city’s economic situation. This 
project would include the devel- 
opment of a hotel and brewery 
in town. The council’s discussion 
focused on approving funding for 
this project by agreeing to a loan 
with United Bank $2.05 million. 

Disagreement arose between 
current mayor, Dr. Hollie Cost, 
and mayor-elect, Rusty Nix. Nix 
brought forward concerns over 
the location slated to be devel- 
oped into the brewery, an old 
building in the Montevallo His- 
toric District that would require 
significant renovations, instead 
proposing that a new structure is 
built instead of trying to renovate 
an old building that could poten- 
tially present structural problems 
later. 

Nix also suggested using the 
building to house some other 
project saying, “I think a brewery 
would be great here in town, but 
it just doesn’t fit that building as 
far as square footage and the price 
that we're paying for the amount 
of sales revenue that you'd get 
back.” 

Nix also expressed concern 
over the transition of the project 
between administrations, saying 
that it’s “a big project to take on 
right at the end of one admin- 
istration going out and a new 
administration coming,” and that 
it’s not, “fair to saddle the new 
administration with that right off 


the bat.” 

Cost responded to these 
statements by pointing out that 
this project has been worked on 
“collaboratively for several years 
now.” 

Cost also claimed that if the 
council were to vote against the 
funding for this project, it would 
be difficult to get on track with 
a similar development project 
quickly. 

“Tt has taken us this long to 
get this far, and, if we were to 
walk away from this, then I have 
every confidence that it will take 
equally as long to get another 
hotel developer on the line and to 
convince another hotel developer 
and another brewery to invest in 
our city,” said Cost. 

The council passed the motion 
approving the financing for the 
project, with Nix being the only 
member to vote against it. Cost 
called the motion, “something 
to celebrate,” and hopes “this 
is received in the spirit it was 
intended.” 

The council also discussed pur- 
chasing security camera systems 
to be installed in Shoal Creek 
Park and Orr Park, as well as at 
the city’s recycling center. The 
purchase of the camera system 
would cost $14,069—with these 
funds being drawn from the AL- 
DOT project account. However, 
the installation of the cameras 
could work to deter vandals at the 
parks and illegal dumping at the 
recycling center. There have been 
previous troubles with these two 
issues—with restrooms at Shoal 
Creek Park and Orr Park being 
vandalized several times, costing 
a total of $14,000 in repairs. The 
motion to install these camera 
systems passed unanimously. 

The next City Council meeting 
will be held Monday, Oct. 12, at 
6 p.m. The meeting will be lives- 
treamed on the city’s Facebook 
page. Citizens may also attend the 
meeting in person at City Hall, 
however there will be limited 
seating and social distancing 
protocols put in place. 


Faculty discusses 
spring semester 


By BRIANNA BRAMLETT 


In a meeting of the entire Uni- 
versity faculty, held on Wednes- 
day, Oct. 7, many plans were 
discussed to ease the struggles of 
students and professors because of 
the pandemic. 

University President Dr. John 
Stewart III began the meeting 
with strong praise for his faculty. 

“Thank you all for your 
resilience over the summer,” said 
Stewart. 

He marked how grateful he is 
for professors advising their stu- 
dents more intensely than ever. 

One of the greatest difficulties 
facing the students of Montevallo 
is the accessibility to effectively 
tune in to online classes due to 
unstable internet connection on 
campus. 

Most college students can 
relate to the continuous tally of 
how many times they have been 
dropped from a Zoom meeting 
due to poor connection, or trying 
to find the best signal they can to 
submit an assignment on time. 

With the on-campus stu- 
dent population trying to access 
lectures and exams online all 
at once, the bandwidth just 
doesn’t hold up. Because of this, 
University leadership has made 
plans to replace the Wi-Fi in all 
of the campus residence halls. 
This upgrade will take place after 
Thanksgiving break, and will be 
up and ready for whatever the 
spring semester brings. 


The plans for incoming new 
students were also discussed. Due 
to the pandemic, many college 
seniors are finding it exceedingly 
difficult to take the ACT and 
improve their scores. Because of 
this, the University of Montevallo 
has made the motion to take oth- 
er academic achievements, such 
as GPA, into account regarding 
admissions and scholarships. 

Furthermore, Vice President 
of Advancement and Exter- 
nal Affairs, Mr. Scott Dillard 
announced that relief funds for 
students will be “heavily focused 
on due to COVID-19.” 

Funding has supplied 1.6 mil- 
lion dollars that will be distribut- 
ed in the areas of student aid, tech 
upgrades, COVID testing, and 
cleaning supplies. 

This faculty meeting was 
hosted by Dr. Mary Armstrong, 
who gave a message to the student 
body. 

“T have been here almost 
25 years and our students are 
amazing: caring, appreciative 
and eager to do the best they can 
even in difficult situations,” said 
Armstrong. “They have shown 
resilience and flexibility in this 
pandemic and we look forward to 
supporting you all in any way we 
can. UM strong!” 
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“Shore” album review |Freshman Spotlight: 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 


“Shore” is the new album 
by indie folk band Fleet Foxes. 
The Seattle-based project has 
been around since 2006 and is 
currently comprised of members 
Robin Pecknold, Skyler Skjelset, 
Casey Wescott, Christian Wargo 
and Morgan Henderson. It is 
their first release since their 2017 
album “Crack-up” and the second 
album since their three-year 
hiatus. 

The album was purposefully 
released on Sept. 22 right on the 
autumnal equinox. Recording for 
the album began back in Septem- 
ber of last year which shows that a 
majority of the record was record- 
ed during the pandemic this year; 
a situation that helped to inspire 
the album. 

The album is opened with 
the vocals of guest artist Uwade 
Akhere rather than the usual 
lead Robin Pecknold. Pecknold 
told Apple Music that “a friend 
of mine sent me a clip of Uwade 
Akhere covering “Mykonos” on 
Instagram and I was just in love 
with the texture of her voice.” He 
continues, “That was a signal that 
this was going to be a different 
kind of album in some ways.” 

A statement that especially 
proves true upon the first hearing 
the album’s opening “Wading in 
Waist-High Water.” Despite the 
usual acoustic guitars and ac- 
companiment expected on a Fleet 
Foxes album, the vocals help to 
establish a more melancholic tone 
than usual. Much of the instru- 
mentation takes a back seat to the 
acoustic guitar and vocals. They 
help to provide a subtle back- 
ground that leads to a crescendo 
of trumpets and drums. The track 
then closes out with humming 
and trumpets that fade into the 
next track. 


“Sunblind” begins with a few 
gentle chords as Pecknold opens 
with an ode to artists of the past. 
The guitars follow his vocals as 
it builds into a pre-chorus that 
crescendos into the main chorus 
where he talks about going swim- 
ming in “warm American water 
with dear friends.” The track 
focuses on remembering those in 
the past. In an article by exclaim 
Pecknold describes it as “keeping 
people alive in memory.” 

Despite the mournful under- 
tones there is a sense of joy in the 
vocal delivery. In the last verse 
Pecknold sings that “Pm looking 
up at you there, high in my mind, 
only way that I made it for a long 
time.” The memory of these artists 
gives him comfort and allows him 
to carry on. 

The following track, “Can I 
believe You,” is perhaps the catch- 
iest track of the album. According 
to an Apple Music interview 
with Pecknold, the hook is made 
through the combination of the 
choral voices of “400-500 people 
from Instagram.” An example of 
artist interaction that allows the 
fans to be a part of the music. 
The song focuses on themes of 
“trust or believability.” Despite its 
catchy hook and chord progres- 
sion it is very repetitive and can 
get old fast. The song “Feather- 
weight” marks a return to a more 
melancholic tone similar to the 
first track. Its progression is in a 
minor-key. Its vocal hook is soft 
and stagnated. The lyrics focus 
on the theme of acknowledging 
self-made problems. While much 
of the instrumentation is under- 
stated, especially the guitar, the 
keys manage to come to the front 
with arpeggiated loops. There is a 
lack of any real drum-beat in the 
track. 


The instrumentals of “Mae- 
stranza” set it apart from the 
other tracks in the album. The 
cycling piano at the beginning 
of the track is reminiscent of 
Radiohead’s “A Moon Shape 
Pool” but it quickly turns into a 
groovy, disco inspired beat. The 
light acoustic instrumentation 
carries the verses into the chorus 
which is accented by licks from 
electric guitars. The music flows 
and mimics Pecknold’s delivery of 
the bridge. 

Pecknold’s delivery on “I’m 
Not My Season” feels like a 
callback to Fleet Foxes 2011 
album, “Helplessness Blues.” The 
folk music influence is stronger 
in this track than most on the 
album. The vocals feel nostalgic 
and introspective. Pecknold told 
Apple Music, the song hones in 
on the idea that “you're not what’s 
happening to you.” 

The final track of the album, 
“Shore,” returns to the melan- 
cholic sound of the first track. 
Uwade Akhere returns and joins 
Pecknold in duet. A piano plays 
along with gentle snare taps and 
trumpets join in to match the 
chorus “while I see it all.” The 
lyrics fade into the background 
as they are sampled and loop 
over each other. The track turns 
into the sound of a march before 
gently fading away with the piano 
closing out the album. 

“Shore” is a soft and more 
subtle release when compared to 
their earlier work, most notably 
“Helplessness Blues.” The music is 
much more understated the lyrics 
than and it takes time to sink in. 
However, after a few listens, the 
album grows on you. The relaxed 
and introspective tone is wel- 
come, especially in a time of such 
uncertainty. 


Campus ghosts stories 


BY ANNAPRENZIE KOCSIS 





Photo by Madelyn Alexander, Photo editor. 


Everyone knows that the 
campus is haunted, but do you 
know just how haunted it really 
is? According to College Consen- 
sus, the University of Montevallo 
is the eighth most haunted college 
in America. But what ghosts give 
Montevallo its haunted nature? 

What is now known as Reyn- 
olds Hall was being used as a 
hospital for Confederate soldiers 
during the Civil War. Captain 
Henry Reynolds, who the hall 
would later be named after, over- 
saw the hospital. 

Reynolds had to leave his post 
at the hospital and assist soldiers 
at Brierfield Iron Works where 
the Union was attacking. When 
he returned to the hospital, it had 
been attacked and all the wound- 
ed soldiers had been killed. Over- 
come with guilt, Reynolds’ spirit 
still watches over the building and 
its occupants even after all these 
years. To this day, maintenance 
staff has reported that the portrait 
of the captain moves around the 
hall without being touched. 

Our next ghost is also from the 
Civil War. Edmund King had the 
King House built in 1823 after 
moving down to Montevallo from 
Virginia. During the war, King 
buried gold in his orchard, hiding 
it from Union soldiers. Unfortu- 
nately for King, he died before the 
end of the war. 

The house was sold to the 
University in the year of 1908. 


It was rumored that King’s spirit 
still roams the grounds of King 
House. Sometimes in the dark- 
ness of the night, people could 
see an old man holding a lantern 
and shovel roaming the orchard, 
which is now the quad. This old 
man is King, searching for his 
buried gold. He has also been 
seen visiting his wife and son at 
the King family cemetery, located 
behind Hill House. 

The University, at the time, 
was known as the Alabama Girls 
Industrial School and the next 
ghost was one of the students 
and permanent residents of Main 
Hall. 

It was the night of Feb. 4, 
1908, Condie Cunningham and 
her roommate were making hot 
chocolate using a chafing dish and 
alcohol as fuel. When the curfew 
signal rang out, the two girls 
rushed to put their items away, 
knocking over the bottle of alco- 
hol onto Condie’s nightgown. 

The gown caught fire and 
Condie ran out of her fourth-floor 
dorm screaming for help. When 
the flames were finally put out, 
Condie had suffered many burns 
and was sent to the hospital where 
she would die from her injuries 
two days later on Feb. 6. 

After she died, her face was 
burned into the door of her dorm 
room. According to local legend, 
no matter how many times the 
door was replaced, her face would 
return. Eventually, the door was 


replaced with a locked metal door 
and no one has been assigned 

the room ever since. Residents 

of Main Hall say they still hear 
Condie periodically running 
down the hall screaming to this 
day. 

Our last ghost is the prank- 
ster of the campus, Dr. William 
Trumbauer found in Palmer Hall. 
So, if you have ever felt the hairs 
on the back of your neck stand up 
while you pay your student bill, 
that’s him. Because he is jealous 
that the building was not named 
after him, he resides in the build- 
ing playfully pestering people that 
come in. 

His favorite place in Palm- 
er Hall is the auditorium. It is 
said that during the final dress 
rehearsal for College Night, Dr. 
Trumbauer will sway banners of 
the Purple or Gold side to show 
whose performance he preferred. 
It is also said that whichever team 
he liked more will be the team to 
win College Night. 

Some people say these tales 
are folklore. Some people believe 
these tales truly happened. What 
you believe is up to you. While 
there is no Ghost Walk this year, 
it cannot be denied that the 
University of Montevallo has its 
fair share of stories to tell. Next 
time you feel like you are being 
watched on campus, then perhaps 
you should keep an eye out for 
the ghosts of the University of 
Montevallo. 


Drew Roberts 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 





Photo by Madelyn Alexander, Photo editor. 


Drew Roberts started running 
cross country and track when 
he was in fifth grade. His dad 
introduced him to running, and 
he hasn’t slowed down yet. 

According to Roberts, cross 
country taught him how to main- 
tain a life of self-discipline. 

“When I’m lying comfortably 
in bed at 5:30 in the morning, 
there’s nothing I want to do less 
than go run for an hour, but I 
know it’s beneficial for me,” said 
Roberts. 

In his “small battle every 
morning,” Roberts is prepared for 
his day. His philosophy of life is 
to get the most of your day. Rob- 
erts said, “If I spend a day doing 
nothing, I feel like it was wasted. 
XC [cross country] and track 
gives me an opportunity to start 
my day off meaningfully through 
exercise.” 

“Frankly, running was the only 
sport I was good at. Anything 
with a ball didn’t work out well 
for me.” 

In high school, Roberts liked 
to stick to longer distances. He 
would run the 1600 meter, and 
the 3200 meter runs, but he’s ex- 
cited for the events he’ll be doing 
for Montevallo. 

‘The transition to college from 
high school is different for every 
new freshman. For Roberts, “Col- 
lege was definitely a big change.” 

“T found myself with plenty 
of time on my hands, but not 
much of an idea of how to use it.” 
Roberts continued, “It took some 
time, but I’ve been getting the 
hang of it and have worked out 
a schedule for myself to get my 
assignments done efficiently.” 

The most significant change he 
found was athletically. “P’m doing 
much more mileage than I did in 
high school.” 

However, he’s grateful for his 
teammates, “Cross country is, at 
its heart, a team sport, and it’s 
been nice to run with people of a 
similar pace instead of doing all 
my training alone.” 

Roberts enjoys spending 
valuable time with his teammates. 
“They're really fun to both run 
and hang out with.” He said that 
because of preseason training and 
being the only ones on campus, it 
was really easy to get to know his 
teammates. 

In going to Montevallo, he 
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was looking for a smaller school. 
“Montevallo was the perfect 
choice for me because of the size 
and welcoming atmosphere I felt 
when touring the campus.” 

Roberts believes that “Mon- 
tevallo [has] a really open envi- 
ronment where someone with my 
interests could really be comfort- 
able.” 

Majoring in mass communica- 
tions, he wants “to do something 
involving advertising so mass 
comm seemed like the way to go.” 

Whenever Roberts isn’t run- 
ning, he likes to watch movies, 
read books and write short stories. 

“Creative writing is something 
I’m pretty interested in, so that’s 
something Id like to pursue.” 

Roberts has always been a big 
movie fan, and the pandemic has 
found plenty of time to watch as 
many movies as he’s wanted. “For 
a couple of months, I watched 
a different movie every day, 
sometimes squeezing in two in 
one day.” 

In general, Roberts has this 
to say about movies, “If you're 
scrolling through, look for movies 
that you wouldn’t have previously 
considered watching. You may 
find a new favorite director or just 
a favorite movie in general.” 

His top three movies 
are “Pulp Fiction,” “Boogie 
Nights,” and “Heathers.” The film 
with the most impact on his life, 
is “Lady Bird.” 

Roberts believes that “It 
[“Lady Bird”] should be required 
viewing for any high school 
senior.” To him, the film “paints 
a perfect picture of the entirety 
of senior year. It takes you on an 
emotional ride and leaves you 
with the message that, in the end, 
everything turns out okay.” 

He said that in “Lady Bird” 
and in life the transition to, “col- 
lege is just another stepping stone 
in life and by watching the film 
you can deduce that things will 
turn out ok for Christine, [the 
main protagonist] and they’ ll turn 
out ok for you as well.” 

Roberts advice to other fresh- 
man is to, “Check Canvas and 
your email every day.” For him, 
“Putting all of your assignments 
in a calendar after you get your 
syllabus is the best way to stay on 
top of your work.” 
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“Devil All the Time” 


By CADY INABINNETT 





View of Main Street that was featured in “The Devil All the 
Time.” Photo by Madelyn Alexander, photo editor. 
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Antonio Campos’ “The 
Devil All the Time” injects a 
star-studded cast into a dark 
Appalachian gothic narrative. 
The film follows Arvin Russell, 
portrayed by Tom Holland, 
as he combats the malevolent 
characters that are intertwined 
with his family, examining the 
connections between religion, 
evil and violence. However, the 
narrative feels largely directionless 
for majority of the film’s runtime, 
losing much of its direction and 
conviction to its own ambition. 

“The Devil All the Time” is 
not a bad movie by any means. 

It does southern gothic well, 
intertwining religion and family 
with horror and terror. The setting 
lends itself really well to the movie 
— quiet, rural West Virginia and 
Ohio juxtaposes the horrible acts 
of violence committed throughout 
the film. 

There are plenty of strong 
performances too. Tom Holland 
proves his abilities outside of the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe in 
a decidedly darker and grittier 
role than his previous niche as 
Peter Parker. Bill Skarsgard is 
very convincing in his role of 
Willard Russell, a troubled World 
War II veteran trying to lead a 
normal life in the wake of extreme 
trauma; nailing every outburst of 
emotion in a startlingly brilliant 
way. Riley Keough brings one of 
the strongest performances in the 
film as Sandy Henderson, drop- 
dead gorgeous and charming, 
but trapped in an abusive 
relationship she can’t escape. And, 
if you can look past the poorly 
executed Southern accent, Robert 
Pattinson does a phenomenal 
job as hotshot Reverend Preston 
Teagardin. 

However, the film definitely 
falters in several places. The main 
problem is that it is too ambitious 
of a project. 

There are too many different 
plotlines going on at once. The 
first forty-five minutes of the film 
are spent establishing characters 
and storylines only to have 
majority of them killed off fairly 
quickly after being introduced 
in order to provide a little bit of 
context to the storyline later on in 
the movie. 

Once you get past the 
unnecessarily long prologue, there 
are two different storylines—one 
plot following Arvin’s family and 
another following serial killer 
couple Sandy and Carl Henderson 
(Carl being played by Jason 
Clarke). 

Obviously, there’s no problem 
with having an a-plot and a 
b-plot. However, it’s generally a 
good idea to have these two plots 
connected to each other in some 
way. Both plots have subplots 
as well, not really allowing the 
audience any time to engage with 
any of the storylines well. The 
two main plotlines don’t even 


intersect with each other until 
the last thirty minutes of the 
movie, in what feels like a sloppy 
attempt to tie the two together. 
Both main plotlines here could 
have functioned as a-plots for 
two different movies. And they 
should’ve been two separate 
movies! They’re both interesting 
stories by themselves, but trying 
to marry them just left the whole 
narrative feeling muddled. 

Additionally, there wasn’t 
any discernable message that the 
film was trying to convey outside 
of evil people are everywhere 
and bad things happen to good 
people. Sometimes it’s fine for 
movies to not necessarily have a 
big deep message. “The Devil All 
the Time” wasn’t meant to just be 
those things. 

It spent too much time 
focusing on characterization 
to just be those things. And, at 
many points, it felt like it was on 
the cusp of examining a deeper 
message — examining why bad 
things happen to good people 
or why some people do terrible 
things, but it never got past a very 
surface level examination of these 
ideas. Again, that can be chalked 
up to the fact that it was trying 
to focus on too many different 
storylines at once, not leaving 
the filmmakers room to really 
examine the themes present in 
any of them. 

This is a film that does not 
shy away from showing women 
suffering, but it only does so 
to further develop the men in 
the movie. Female characters 
throughout the film were 
continually used only to either 
highlight how terrible and evil 
a male character is or create a 
revenge arc plotline for a male 
character. 

In doing this, it sacrifices what 
could’ve been really compelling 
and interesting character arcs 
for its female characters. As 
mentioned above, Keough’s 
performance as Sandy was one 
of the strongest in the film and 
followed the most interesting 
storyline too. However, they 
ultimately ended up sacrificing 
what could’ve been a really 
satisfying storyline of escaping an 
abusive relationship and regaining 
her autonomy to advance 
Arvin’s storyline, leaving Sandy’s 
character to ultimately fall flat. 

Overall, “The Devil All the 
Time” definitely has its moments. 
The acting is solid, and the dark 
storyline is, at least initially, 
really engaging for the audience. 
Unfortunately, it does end up 
flopping in a lot of ways, mostly 
by dividing its focus between 
too many differing plotlines and 
not investing enough time in 
advancing the arcs of all its main 
characters, leaving the audience 
feeling largely unsatisfied with the 
story as a whole. 
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“Tenet”: Nolan film is a 2020 highlight 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 


“Tenet” movie poster via IMDB. 


“Tenet” is the new film by 
acclaimed director Christopher 
Nolan who is famous for the films 
“The Dark Knight,” “Interstellar” 
and “Inception.” 

“Tenet” stars John David 
Washington, Robert Pattinson 
and Elizabeth Debicki. 

The movie has an abrupt and 
sudden opening. It is fast paced 
and can be difficult to follow. This 
pacing is consistent throughout 
the film until around the third 
act when things are explained 
more plainly. It’s important to pay 
attention for clues and callbacks. 

Characterization is primarily 
reserved for the main cast and it 
is mostly limited to motivation. 
Washington and Pattinson’s char- 
acters have an enjoyable chemistry 
between them that I believe is due 
to Pattinson’s playful performance 
complimenting the stoic nature of 
Washington’s character. 

Debicki puts forth a strong 
performance and is a stand out 
in the film, despite the character 








feeling archetypal. Similarly, the 
villain feels stereotypically evil 
and his motivations are question- 
able at best. 

The alluring plot helps to 
hide the flaws in the writing of 
the characters as you focus on 
the story and action. The films 
story takes a direction that I did 
not expect and the element of 
inversion was a great concept that 
provided opportunity for engag- 
ing action scenes. Not only due to 
the effects, but also because of the 
well-executed choreography. 

One of the biggest flaws in 
regard to the plot is a lack of 
logical character motivation. The 
villain’s motivations are not fully 
fleshed out and the stakes of the 
film are hard to grasp. The threat 
is tenuous and the characters are 
not certain of the outcome of 
their actions. 





‘The protagonists are struggling 
to save reality, but there are no 
personal stakes. The motivations 
are limited to what is necessary to 
further the plot. 

The score added drama to the 
action sequences in a way reminis- 
cent of Nolan’s film “Inception.” 
The arrangement is filled with 
synths and accompanied at times 
by strings. The synths have a 
warped and reverberating sound 
similar to the score for “Blade 
Runner 2049.” 

This is a fair comparison 
considering Hans Zimmer did 
the score for both “Blade runner 
2049” and “Inception.” In fact, 
he was chosen to do the score for 
Tenet” but he chose to do “Dune” 
instead, after having worked 
with Denis Villeneuve on “Blade 
Runner 2049.” 

Tenet’s score is composed 
by Swedish composer Ludwig 
Géransson, best known for his 
work on “Black Panther,” “Creed,” 
“Venom” and “The Mandalorian.” 
The score has an excellent pace 
and matches the tone of the film 
well. However, this is harmed by 
the film’s poor mixing. The score 
often overpowers the dialogue 
and adds to the confusion in an 
already convoluted film. 

The shot composition is fairly 
consistent. Characters are typical- 
ly focused and in frame in order 
to draw attention to the action. 
The most inventive shots hap- 
pen during actions scenes, more 
specifically, ones that involve 
inversion. 

‘The action scenes are typically 
where Nolan thrives, especially 
in a particular scene involving a 
hand-to-hand struggle between 
Washington’s character and a 
masked man. The only moment 
I found distracting in the film 
involved many successive cuts 
during one sequence that took me 
out of the film for a moment. 

“Tenet” is a great film and 
definitely one of the highlights of 
the year. On a story and character 
driven level the film suffers. How- 
ever, the film’s action sequences 
and originality help save it. While 
some will get lost in the physics 
of the film, I believe this movie is 
another testament to Nolan’s abil- 
ity to make interesting films while 
still maintaining general audience 
accessibility. 
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Celebrating Halloween in quarantine 


By SARAH CLAYTON 
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Spooky season is a time where 
the season truly shifts. The time 
where three major holidays hit 
back to back every month that 
makes this semester even more 
fun, starting off with Halloween. 
Of course, this year Halloween is 
looking a little different because 
of COVID-19. 

According to NPR, the CDC 
has posted regulations and safety 
guidelines for this Halloween 
season by categorizing activities 
from low risk to high risk. The 
high-risk activities being trick or 
treating and both indoor and out- 
door haunted houses. Moderate 
risk is going to pumpkin patches 
and outdoor scary movie nights 
which can be done with social 
distancing. Low risk activities in- 
clude social distancing pumpkin 


craving at home both indoor or 
outdoor and an outdoor scavenger 
hunt. 

There are still activities to do 
this Halloween that are still safe, 
perfect for college students at any 
age. 

There is something special this 
Halloween that has not happened 
in seventy-six years. A blue moon 
on Halloween! Just go star gazing 
and watch the blue moon, which 
is amazing opportunity since the 
last one that appeared on Hallow- 
een was in 1944. 

If astrology is not your thin, 
have a sheet ghost photo shoot or 
a costume photo shoot. Pumpkin 
craving is approved by the CDC 
so carve all the pumpkins you 
want indoors or outdoors with 
a small group of friends while 


You either die a 


By KATY BARNES, Social media manager 


Have you ever found yourself 
watching a television show finale 
and wondering, “Why does it 
have to end?” 

Maybe there are loose ends still 
waiting to be tied up, maybe the 
cast is magical, and the chemistry 
is too good to lose, maybe it just 
makes you happy. Either way, 
this thing is perfect, and you wish 
it could exist forever. 

On the other hand, there 
are some television shows just 
begging to be cancelled. They’ve 
overstayed their welcome, they’ve 
“jumped the shark” when it 
comes to plots and even people 
who would once classify them- 
selves as fans have begun to hate 
the show just because it’s become 
unsatisfying to watch. 

When people or networks 
demand that shows continue, they 
run a serious risk of ruining the 
success. 

“Supernatural” started its final 
season in 2019, and the finale 
airs on November 19, 2020. First 
airing in 2005, showrunner Eric 
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Kripke had originally intended 
the show to run for three years, 
conceding to extend that run to 
five due to the show’s popular- 
ity at the time. He, along with 
leads Jensen Ackles and Jared 
Padalecki, created an arc for the 
characters to follow that would 
reach a satisfying conclusion. 
Even though Kripke doesn’t mind 
that the show continued past that 
mark, he left the show as a head 
writer after the fifth season finale. 
Now, ten years after the 
projected ending, many long-time 
fans find themselves under- 
whelmed by the show, feeling as if 
it’s been on its last legs for a while 
now. The show feels distinctly 
early 2000s and in 2010 the CW 
didn’t have the lineup it does now. 
The need for a show like “Super- 
natural” has long passed, and yet 
it still exists, because it’s human 
nature to not want to let go. 
Another show that faced a 
similar demand for continuation 
was “The Good Place,” created by 
Michael Schur in 2016. It was a 


keeping your distance. 

Having a bake night is also a 
fun indoor idea. There are all sorts 
of pumpkin flavored and spooky 
theme treats to make. Just go on 
good old Pinterest, look up some 
treats and get baking! 

There are so many opportu- 
nities to have movie marathons. 
You can have a classic scary movie 
marathon, a marathon for your 
favorite franchise, a Stephen King 
movie marathon. But if you are 
not into horror you can have 
spooky themed movie marathons 
like a Simpson’s Tree House 
of Horror marathon which is 
available on Disney+ or you can 
binge watch Buzzfeed Unsolved, 
available on Hulu or YouTube. 
‘There entire the horror side of 





YouTube too. 

October is also a great time to 
stream a spooky playlist or listen 
to spooky musicals like “Sweeny 
Todd: The Demon Barber on 
Fleet Street,” “Beetlejuice,” “Little 
Shop of Horror” or “The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show.” There are 
also plenty of spooky podcast you 
can stream as well on Spotify like 
“My Favorite Murder,” “Let’s Get 
Haunted,” “Unexplained” and 
more. Reading is a great alter- 
native for listening; Read some 
Edgar Allen Poe, ghost stories or 
writers like Stephen King. 

There are plenty of things to 
do this Halloween, but the most 
important thing is to stay safe, so 
wash your hands and stay spooky! 
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hero or have 9 seasons 


fan favorite and a critical phe- 
nomenon, so when Michael Schur 
announced it was ending after 
four years, fans were shocked. 

In a tweet, Schur explained 
that he had planned out the plot 
of the show after being greenlit 
for a second season, and the plot 
seemed to naturally wrap up in 50 
episodes. 

He went on to say, “at the end 
of the day, we don’t want to tread 
water just because the water is so 
warm and pleasant,” a rare senti- 
ment in television these days. A 
sentiment that has led “The Good 
Place” to three Hugo Awards, a 
Peabody and a nomination for 
Outstanding Comedy Series in its 
final two seasons. 

By acknowledging that the 
show would have to end, as all 
things do, he was able to end it on 
his terms instead of forcing the 
show into the ground. NBC also 
aided Schur, due to the fact they 
let him end the project instead 
of insisting they would carry on 
without him. 


Feeling Festive: 


For me, when a show I love is 
ending it makes me evaluate how 
far I’ve come as a person. This is 
often a daunting feeling. It’s very 
much a look into a mirror as you 
realize this constant will no lon- 
ger be with you, there’s no more 
canon to explore. It’s valid to not 
want something you love to end. 

Even now, despite the fact that 
it’s been years since I’ve watched 
“Supernatural,” it’s strange to 
know that in a month we'll be 
in a post “Supernatural” world. 
With all the changes going on in 
the world it makes sense that this 
could be one thing that you don’t 
want to change, but for creators 
to keep creating content that reso- 
nates so deeply, they have to move 
on to other projects. 

At the heart of television is 
a sense of artistry that becomes 
compromised when people begin 
to value quantity over quality. 

It’s better to have a little of a 
good thing rather than a lot of 
something that slowly becomes 
average, or even terrible. 


Lindsey Updwrds 





In an age of internet, new 
content is coming faster than 
we could ever imagine. There’s 
plenty of fan created content but 
there are also reunions happening 
all the time online. Streamed 
table reads, creator AMA’s that 
share extra lore and even actors 
going on TikTok in character. 

Recently streaming sites have 
been using reunions as ways to 
promote their sites, such as the 
“Parks and Recreation” Special 
that aired earlier this year. Hav- 
ing teams come back together for 
these special episodes makes the 
content fresh again, reviving the 
energy that might have dwindled 
if the show had survived to this 
point. 

No matter how good a televi- 
sion show might be, it needs time 
to breathe and be. Then we can 
let it return to us as something 
fresh and exciting. 
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By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor of content 


Aries: You might be feel- 
ing like a cat that just got 
dunked in bucket full of salt 
water, but keep your head. 
Resist the urge to turn your 
enemies into charcoal with 
your hand flamer, and just 
go take acat napinasun 
beam. 


Taurus: Your mission, 
should you choose to 
accept it, is to go do some- 
thing crafty. Build a raft, 
make clay bowl, draw a 
picture or build a really 
cool pillow fort. This will 
be good for you, since 

you have probably been 
stressed lately. 


Lifestyles 


Gemini: As many a ge- 
neric villain has said, “you 
can’t make an omelet with- 
out breaking some eggs.” 
You might be kicking your- 
self for something you did 
this week, but remember 
mistakes are a part of life. 
How we learn from them is 
what defines us. 


Cancers Maybe you have 
been feeling like everything 
is out of your control and 
the whole world is plotting 
against you. Maybe they 
are, but that is exactly why 
we have tin foil hats. Keep 
that bad boy on and you 
will be perfectly safe. 


Leo: Life is like a danger- 
ous game of jousting, and 
you are constantly afraid 
that if you look away for 
even an instant than you 
will get knocked into the 
dirt. Maybe the situation 
feels hopeless, but keep 
your chin up. No matter 
how bleak things get, hope 
should never die. 


Virgo: So, perhaps this 
whole week has been one 
ill-conceived plot for world 
domination after another. 
Sometimes you need to 
take a step back and recon- 
sider your plans. Perhaps 
you will never get a hold of 
those nuclear launch codes, 
but that might be for the 
best. 


Libras The world is a giant 
seesaw and no one is as 
good at balancing than 
you. Still, even you start 

to teeter sometimes, and 
when this happens, it is 
very important to take a 
break. Go challenge some 
squirrels to a battle of wits. 
If you survive, you will be 
able to handle anything. 


Scorpio: Some days you 
feel like you are the only 
Autobot left in the constant 
war against the Decepti- 
cons. Hang in there Opti- 
mus Prime, the world might 
get tough, but you are an 
even tougher cookie. Just 
pretend you're a robot in 
disguise and keep going. 


Sagittarius: You might 
have been feeling cooped 
up of late, so now would be 
a perfect time to go run- 
ning through the woods in 
your flannel, exploring the 
wild places in a desperate 
race against time before 
Cthulhu rises from the 
depths. 
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Capricorn: The world 
is made up of rocks, and 
sometimes you just need 
to walk along those rocks 
until you get to a conve- 
nient body of water and 
start skipping those rocks 


downstream. 


Aquarius: Strap into the 
Batmobile and put your 
foot all the way down. It’s 
time to start zooming full 
throttle for the future. You 
are often a very stable in- 
dividual, so now more than 
ever is the time to go crazy 
and live a little. 


Pisces: In the cosmic 
sense of things, you are 
little more than a Famous 
Amos Cookie to the giant 
glass of milk that is reality. 
When you get dunked, you 
might get a little soggy, but 
at least you come out new 
and improved. 


Crossword: The works of Edgar Allan Poe 


By ANNAPRENZIE KOCSIS 
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1. “Quoth the Raven” 


1. “But evil things, in robes _ 6. “Fall of the House of 
of sorrow, assailed the mon- m 
arch’s high estate.” 


ACROSS 


6. “The shadow of the 
____ gasped in unutter- 
able horror at finding 
the grave-cerements and 
corpse like mask...” 


8. “Villians! I shrieked, 
Dissemble no more! I 
admit the deed! Tear up the 
planks! Here, here! It is the 
beating of his hideous __!” 


2. “Once upon a midnight 
dreary, while I pondered, 


of the Dead” weak and weary...” 


7. ‘<9 
2. “The tall___ sank into 
nothingness; their flames 


went out utterly...” 


8. “The in the Belfry” 7. “There are few persons, 


even among the calmest 
thinkers, who have not 
occassionally been startled 
into a vague yet thrilling 
half-credence in the ____ 


3.“ Annabel Lee” 9.“The _ in the Rue 


‘ Morgue” 
9. Never Bet the Devil Your 4 “gicihe mummer had 
gone so far as to assume the 


» 


type of the : 


3.“____ of the Red Death” 


» 


4. “Thad walled the___ up 
within the tomb!” 


5. “And darkness and ___ 
and the Red Death held 
illimitable dominion over 
all” 


5. Some Words with a 
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By HARRISON NEVILLE, 
Managing editor of content 


Unmarked graves may be 
from Tulsa Race Massacre 

On October 2, 10 human 
remains were exhumed from 
what is believed to be a possible 
mass grave dating back to the 
race massacre in Tulsa, Okla. 
Researchers say that it is too 
early to say for certain whether 
the bodies date back to the 
time of the massacre or are 
victims of it. 

“Those skeletal remains are 
not in great condition,” said 
Oklahoma’s state archeologist, 
Kary Stackelbeck, according 
to AP News. “They’re not the 
worst condition we have seen ... 
but they’re not the best.” 

Because of the condition of 
the bodies, archeologists say 
that families must be patient as 
they work to identify who they 
were. 

The Tulsa Race Massacre 
took place on May 31 to June 
1, 1921, when a teenage black 
man was accused of sexually as- 
saulting a young white woman. 
He was locked up and escalat- 
ing tensions led to a white mob 
forming, looting and burning 
what many had called “Black 
Wall Street.” 

Officially, 36 people were 
declared killed in the massa- 
cre, but historians have long 
suspected that there were 
hundreds of victims. 


Protests in Poland over 
abortion court ruling 

According to CNN, courts 
in Poland ruled on Oct. 22 that 
abortions due to fetal defects 
were unconstitutional, which 
led to large protests in the 
country’s capital of Warsaw. 
‘This means that abortion is 
now only legal in Poland in 
cases of rape, incest or when 
the mother’s life is in danger. 

Poland already had some 
of the strictest abortion laws 
in Europe, and according to 
CNN, 98% percent of the 
country’s abortions were be- 
cause of fetal defects. 

Opponents of this ruling 
say that it will force mothers to 
carry children they know will 
be stillborn. 

According to the Washing- 
ton Post, a group of about 200 
retired generals from Poland’s 
armed forces, border patrol 
agency and other security bod- 
ies expressed “deep anxiety” 
over some of the government's 
recent decisions and advo- 
cated for everyone involved 
to demonstrate calmness and 
wisdom. 

According to the Post, the 
generals said that “further esca- 
lation of actions and irresponsi- 
ble behavior by politicians will 
lead to tragic and irreversible 
consequences,” and listed 
“bloodshed” as one of those 
possibilities. 

While the large scale 
protests were initially sparked 
by the abortion ruling, the pro- 
testors are now calling for the 
resignation of the ruling Law 
and Justice party government. 
According to the Post, some 
protests were already occur- 
ring due to recent government 
moves to control the judicial 
system, a new animal rights law 
and remarks against LGBT+ 
individuals made by officials. 

According to CNN, the 
Warsaw police tweeted that 
they were responding to an 
“increasingly aggressive” crowd, 
which attempted to “deliberate- 
ly provoke a confrontation.” 
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The Purple and Gold in Black and White 


Gold Side partners with 
CFA for Smile-A-Mile 


By AUBRIE CHASTAIN 


Graphic by Bell Jackson, Design director. 


On Tuesday, Oct. 20 from 5 
p-m. to 8 p.m., Gold Side part- 
nered with Chick-fil-A to raise 
money for Smile-A-Mile, a local 
organization that helps children 
impacted by childhood cancer. 

Smile-A-Mile is partnered with 
Children’s of Alabama. Through 
partnerships, Smile-A-Mile 
provides funding each year for 
Pediatric Hematology/Oncology 
as well as training with the UAB 
Division of Pediatric Hematology/ 
Oncology. 

Smile-A-Mile even hosts 
camps at Children’s Harbor on 
Lake Marin in Alexander City, 
Ala. These camps for kids battling 
cancer allows them to experi- 
ence camp while under medical 
supervision. Here, the kids can 
have the opportunity to have fun, 
make friends and spend time in 
nature. With part of Smile-A- 
Mile’s mission being to provide 
kids with hope and the spirit of 


love, the camping experience 
embodies this. 

Meghan Hilley, head of public 
relationsfor Gold Side, explained 
how important this spirit night 
was for Gold Side. 

“With Gold Side’s philanthro- 
py focus being on childhood can- 
cer awareness and one of our PR 
cabinet members being a child- 
hood cancer survivor, we knew we 
had to do something special.” 

Gold Side decided to partner 
with Chick-fil-A because they felt 
it would be the best way to raise 
money for Smile-A-Mile. 

To coordinate with Chick- 
fil-A, Gold Side contacted UM 
alumna and former Gold Side 
leader Catherine Renda, now 


Calera Chick-fil-A’s marketing 


fundraiser, students and support- 
ers had to mention Gold Side or 
Smile-A-Mile and 15% of their 
order sale would go to their cause. 

Hilley said that spirit night 
was a success and that, “It was 
so simple to set up and we would 
definitely do it again.” 

After spirit night ended, Gold 
Side was able to raise $150 for 
Smile-A-Mile. 

Gold Side has already host- 
ed two fundraisers before spirit 
night, selling buttons and a live 
auction. Through these fundrais- 
ers, Gold Side has been able to 
raise $600 for Smile-A-Mile. 

“We could not be more 
grateful to everyone who has 
been a part of this philanthropy 
journey,” said Hilley on behalf of 
director, to plan the event. Gold Side. “We are so excited to 

That night, Montevallo give back to kids who really need 
students or Gold Side supporters it.” 
were able to help Gold Side in 


raising money. To be a part of the 


Alabama election results 


By ZOE HALL, Editor in chief 


I’m an outsider that believes in 
conservative values,” said Tuber- 
ville. 

Tuberville also encouraged 
young people who wanted to help 
their community or their govern- 
ment, to “stick their necks out. 
Run for office, put their name on a 
ballot and be a leader.” 

In response to Tuberville’s 
victory, several University of Mon- 
tevallo students have stated their 
disappointment in the results. 


After the record of over 100 
million early votes, millions more 
showed up to the polls on Tuesday, 
Nov. 2. 

Former Auburn coach Tommy 
Tuberville won election to the US 
Senate the night of Tuesday, Nov. 
3 


night. As of Wednesday, Nov. 4., 
Tuberville has won 61% of the 
vote. 

The new politician’s campaign 
focused on loyalty to President 
Trump. He also highlighted his 
opposition to abortion and sup- 
port for gun rights, both of which 
are winning issues for Alabama 
Republicans. 

In his acceptance speech, 
Tuberville thanked his supporters 
and even spoke with Vice Presi- 
dent Mike Pence on the phone. 

“Tm not a career politician. 


Tuberville defeated Democratic 
incumbent Doug Jones who won 
office following a special election 
in 2017 against Roy Moore. 

The Associate Press called the 
race shortly after 9 p.m. Tuesday 
Continued on page 3. 


Coney Barrett Confirmed 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor of content 
On Monday, Oct. 26, the 


Senate voted to confirm Amy 
Coney Barrett as the 115th justice 
appointed to the Supreme Court, 
and the fifth woman on the court. 
The vote was 52 to 48, with Sen. 
Susan Collins of Maine being the 
only Republican not to vote in 
favor of confirming Barrett. 

Barrett is the only Justice who 
did not graduate from Harvard or 
Yale law school, as she is a gradu- 
ate of Notre Dame Law. 

Barrett’s nomination gener- 
ated a lot of contention from the 
Democratic party with many 
of its members arguing that the 
nomination should wait until af 
ter the election. These arguments 
were similar to the same argu- 
ments made by Republicans when 
former President Barack Obama 
tried to appoint a justice as his 
term was coming to an end. 

The confirmation of Barrett 
marks a shift in the makeup of 
the Supreme Court and tilts it to 


“Remember that Republicans 
have lost 6 of the last 7 popular 
votes, but have appointed 6 of the 
last 9 justices. By expanding the 
court, we fix this broken system 
and have the court better repre- 
sent the values of the American 
people,” said Rep. Omar ina 
tweet. 

‘The issue of packing the court 
has come up several times this 
month, and thus far, presidential 
candidate Biden has remained 
non-committal on the issue. 

In an interview on PBS “60 
Minutes,” Biden did say “there’s a 
number of other things that our 
constitutional scholars have de- 
bated and I’ve looked to see what 
recommendations that commis- 
sion might make.” 

According to the New York 
Times, Barrett’s confirmation was 
the first time in 151 years that a 
Supreme Court nominee wasn’t 
confirmed by any members of the 
minority party. 


the right, with six conservative 
justices to three liberal justices. 
Many Democrats reacted 
negatively to the news, and both 
Reps. Ilhan Omar and Alexan- 
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dria Ocasio-Cortez tweeted their 
beliefs that Biden should pack the 
Supreme Court to fix what they 
viewed as a problem. 
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By ZOE HALL, EIC 


The last days of October this 
year were overtaken by Hurri- 
cane Zeta, which made landfall 
with winds of nearly 100 mph. 

After making landfall in 
the Caribbean on Oct. 24, it 
strengthened into a tropical 
storm and later into a Category 
2 hurricane on Oct. 26. 

According to FEMA, 
because Zeta affected areas 
already impacted by other hur- 
ricanes, it increased the threat 
of flooding. 

While coastal areas like 
New Orleans faced flooding 
around 10 ft., father inland 
surrounding states saw gusts of 
wind at more than 60 mph. 

Damaged and downed trees 
were reported throughout the 
south. Chilton and Shelby 
County were hit the hardest in 
central Alabama. 

High winds from Zeta felled 
several trees around the city of 
Montevallo, including two trees 
in Tinglewood in Orr Park, 
which are set to be preserved. 

Nearly one-third of Alabama 
Power customers lost service. 

In Montevallo, power was not 
fully restored until Monday 
evening following the storm, 
according to Scott Moore, 
Alabama power senior vice 
president of Power Delivery. 

In response to the storm, 
the University of Montevallo 
delayed opening on Thursday 
until 11 a.m. and later decided 
to close altogether. Later Thurs- 
day evening, an email was sent 
to students to relay that the 
University would remain closed 
until Monday, Nov. 2. 

Several people in the city 
also received property damage. 

Oak Park apartments, 
located on Mitchell Street, had 
a tree fall through one of their 
buildings. 

Breyanna Hamblin, a senior 
social major at UM, is one of 
the residents at Oak Park and 
was there when the tree fell. 

According to Hamblin, the 
“fairly large tree went through 
our catty-corner upstairs neigh- 
bor’s apartment.” 

“T remember the girls 
[roommates Harleigh Roberts 
and Hayley Roberts] waking up 
confused because the ground 
shook,” said Hamblin. “We 
heard our neighbors screaming 
in panic, there were piles of 
brick everywhere.” 

No one was injured, but 
everyone was asked to evac- 
uate that night due to safety 
concerns. 

While power has been re- 
stored around the south, cities 
are still working to recover 
from the damage. 
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The future of COVID-19 policies 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 


Despite record numbers 
of cases and a second wave of 
infections, people continue to 
disregard the importance of 
COVID-19 safety precautions. 
With the virus spreading more 
quickly than at the beginning 
of the pandemic, it’s a strange 
thing to see people suggesting 
that we should lift any forms of 
COVID-19 guidelines. Instead, 
additional safety measures 
should be put in place, like 
more aggressive contact-tracing, 
universal mask-wearing and 
limiting social gatherings. 

COVID-19 hasn't gone away, 
no matter how much anyone tries 
to convince themselves. Instead, 
the pandemic is worsening and it 
isn’t stopping. 

America has now reached 
over 9.3 million cases and has 
surpassed 230,000 deaths. For 
the fifth time since Oct. 22, a 
new record of daily cases was set, 
with almost 100,000 cases on 
Oct. 30. America now has the 
record for the most cases recorded 
in a single day out of any other 
country. Those 100,000 cases will 
directly translate into the number 
of deaths we see in the upcoming 
weeks of November. 

It’s not just in America that 
we see increasingly worrisome 
COVID-19 numbers. Europe is 
currently facing a second wave 
of the virus. Countries across 
Europe, including Belgium, 
the Czech Republic, France, 
Germany, the U.K., among 
others, have reported their highest 
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Dear readers, 


With this being the last 
printed issue of the calendar year, 
I find myself nostalgic for the 
next few months, even though 
it’s not technically over. 

We've made it through in- 
person classes, despite people’s 
doubts. I know so many people 
that thought we'd be sent home 
in two weeks or four weeks. I 
personally didn’t know if we 
would make it to Thanksgiving 
break, but I’m so grateful we 
have. 

‘The time I have spent here 
during my junior year has been 
memorable. I’ve spent too much 
time in the library, picnicked on 
the quad and made new friends, 
even with COVID-19. 

Recently, during my advising 
session, I found out that ’m 
actually set to graduate a 
semester early, which has given 
me a weird clarity about my 
college experience. 

With everything that’s 
happened in the last year, I 
just want to enjoy whatever 
opportunity lands in front of me. 

Alumni often tell me to enjoy 
my time at Montevallo while I 
can because I'll miss it later on. I 
think that we as college students 
can get so caught up in trying to 
get the degree that we don’t stop 
to smell the roses. 

I feel like I’m beating a dead 
horse by encouraging other 
people to seize the day, but it’s 
become a mantra of sorts for me. 
At the beginning of the semester, 
I was struggling just to make 
it through the day and today 
I had an interview for a great 
internship. 

You can’t answer the door 
when opportunity knocks if 
youre locking the door. 


Sincerley, 
Zoe Hall 
Editor-in-Chief 


daily cases since the pandemic has 
started. 

Some have claimed the 
increased numbers of cases can 
be attributed to increased testing, 
but it’s not entirely true. The 
rate at which tests come back 
positive in some countries has 
also increased. In Belgium, the 
positivity rate rose from 2% in 
September to 18% in October. 

The increase of COVID-19 
cases can be directly linked to 
the lack of government response. 
The American government’s lack 
of a response is what allowed the 
230,000 deaths we now have. 

A House of Representatives 
subcommittee released a report 
on Oct. 30 that collected 
information since April on the 
Trump Administration’s response 
to the pandemic. The report made 
a series of statements on how the 
virus continues to be a global 
issue and outlines the complete 
failure that the government has 
had in adequately responding to 
the virus. 

Rep. James Clyburn, the 
subcommittee’s chair, stated, 
“While we cannot bring back the 
more than 225,000 Americans 
we have lost to this disease, I 
hope that this report will serve 
as a wake-up call to make the 
improvements needed to prevent 
further unnecessary deaths and 
deprivation that will occur if the 
response continues on its current 
course.” 

The COVID-19 response from 
the University of Montevallo has 


been one of the better responses 
in the state. With schools like 
the University of Alabama 

and Auburn University having 
more than 2,000 cases, UM is 
doing alright. However, the 105 
reported cases could drastically 
rise if the University changes its 
current policies on COVID-19. 

Currently, UM follows the 
Falcon Forward plan, which 
outlines a clear response to the 
pandemic. Before the spring 
semester, self-administer tests will 
be distributed to all students who 
plan to attend in-person classes or 
use on-campus facilities. 

Additionally, UM has 
implemented mandatory masks 
in all public areas on campus, 
mandatory social distancing and 
a mandatory education course 
through Canvas. Students who 
come into close contact with 
someone who has tested positive 
will be quarantined for 14 days. 
Other policies are outlined in the 
Falcon Forward plan. 

Among the policies stated 
above, one approach that has been 
frequently talked about among 
students is a residence hall rule. 
Visitors are currently not allowed 
in residence halls, but a petition 
to reduce restrictions for visitation 
in residence halls has been 
signed by over 250 people. The 
petition claims that there is little 
evidence that current residence 
hall policies mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19. 

However, plainly put, less 
exposure will always mean 


fewer cases. Mental health and 
the ability to see your friends is 
obviously important, particularly 
now in the middle of a global 
pandemic. But when it comes 

to the actual lives of students, 

we have to have our priorities 
straight. Students are still able 

to see each other outside of their 
dorms. 

Not allowing visitors in 
residence halls protects the 
students who hardly leave their 
rooms. If the University allows 
visitors in the dorms, there will 
be an increase in exposure, 
and there will be an increase 
in cases. Instead of trying to 
monitor students on campus, the 
University should focus on the 
students who break the current 
COVID-19 protocols, on-campus 
or not. 

The pandemic has proved 
challenging for everyone, but 
if people continue to ignore 
the current guidelines, we will 
continue to see a rise in cases, 

a rise in deaths, and it will get 
worse. 

It may seem like a good idea 
to allow students into residence 
halls so that they are properly 
monitored, but it’s not going to 
stop them from continuing to be 
exposed outside of those dorms. 

I want this pandemic to be 
over as much as anyone else, but 
that means continuing to follow 
rules that we do not like. It means 
sacrificing our comfort to ensure 
the lives of others. 


Are superheroes 
encouraging fascism? 


By KATY BARNES, Social media manager 





1949 book cover of Superman distributed by the Institute for 


American Democracy, Inc. 


In a world of ultra- 
nationalism and intense political 
divisiveness, is there still room 
for the standard American 
superhero? According to Eric 
Kripke, showrunner of Amazon’s 
“The Boys,” there may not be. 

In a recent interview with The 
Hollywood Reporter, Kripke 
discussed his understanding of 
superheroes, and the way that 
he believes they are responsible 
for the rise in alt-right politics. 
In fact, Kripke outright tells The 
Hollywood Reporter that when it 
comes to classic superhero stories 
that, “there’s these undeniable 
fascist underpinnings to it. 
They’re there to protect white, 
patriotic America.” But is this 
true? 

Though their creation stories 
are filled with the pro-American 
rhetoric of the 1930’s and 1940’s, 
they still were created to protect 
people, not ideals. After all, 
superheroes were created by 
marginalized people, to defend 
the marginalized. 

Iconic creators such as Stan 
Lee, Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster 
created characters to tear down 
rising Anti-Semitic notions. 
When they wrote characters to 
“uphold American Ideals,” they 
didn’t mean the ideals the nation 
has, but rather the ideals the 
nation was built upon and the 
ideals the nation should follow. 
As other issues began to become 
more prevalent in America, 


such as racism and misogyny, 
superheroes began to take on 
these issues as well. 

An iconic image of Superman 
created in 1949 states, “If YOU 
hear anybody talk against a 
schoolmate or anyone else because 
of his religion, race or national 
origin—don’t wait: tell him 
THAT KIND OF TALK IS UN- 
AMERICAN?” as a way to unify 
the country against the incoming 
wave of white supremacist ideals. 
X-Men comics are written about 
characters who represent many 
minorities, such as LGBTQ+. 

At one moment Kripke directly 
states “They’re protecting the 
status quo.” This is fundamentally 
untrue when it comes to comics. 
With more and more characters 
either becoming legacy titles — 
such as America Chavez’ Captain 
America — or re-envisioned, like 
New 52’s Wally West, comics 
have been more representative 
of the variety of American 
experiences. To reach that 
conclusion it would stem from a 
fundamental misunderstanding of 
the intended message. 

This misunderstanding is 
prevalent in the superhero fandom 
however, which is the basis of 
Kripke’s opinion. It doesn’t matter 
if someone’s understanding of the 
material is wrong, it still informs 
their dangerous opinions. 

In a recent segment on “The 
Tonight Show with Noah Trevor,” 


Jordan Klepper interviews a man 


that compares Donald Trump 
to Tony Stark’s Iron Man, even 
going so far as to refer to him as 
the first “superhero” president. 
Klepper responds to this claim 
by pointing out that Tony Stark 
believes in science - something 
Trump has been accused of not 
doing. 

Another example is with the 
character The Punisher, American 
War Vet Frank Castle. The 
Punisher is a violent, gun-toting 
anti-hero and icon to both the alt- 
right and many members of the 
American Army and Police Force, 
most notably “American Sniper” 
Chris Kyle. 

In Kyle’s autobiography he 
wrote, “We all thought what the 
Punisher did was cool: He righted 
wrongs. He killed bad guys. He 
made wrongdoers fear him... We 
wanted people to know, we’re here 
and we want to fuck with you.” 

‘The Punisher is an “anti-hero” 
as described by Creator Gerry 
Conway, and not meant to be 
an idol to anyone, much less 
simultaneously a hero to the US 
Military, the police and alt-right 
nationalists. But that means he’s 
not a superhero either. To imply 
that characters like Spiderman, 

a poor orphan from Queens, is 
on the same level as a character 
created to be one of his rogues is 
disingenuous to the genre. 

The idea that superheroes 
are inherently fascist is a 
problem, because it divorces real 
people from the choices they’re 
making. By choosing to idolize 
problematic characters they 
neglect the positive influence 
these characters are supposed 
to have, even going so far as to 
bastardize certain characters to 
fit their mold of what superheroes 
should be. 

The idea behind “The Boys” 
is that if real people had these 
mythical powers, they would be 
corrupt. I find that untrue. If 
corrupt people had powers, they 
would use them in corrupt ways, 
much like a corrupt cop uses his 
power every day. Superheroes 
aren't supposed to be cops 
though. They’re the people on 
the ground fighting for a better 
future. 
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By WESLEY HYDE, 
Digital media manager 


During the Oct. 14 
meeting, SGA president 
Thomas Dillard announced 
the current placeholder names 
for the buildings on campus 
with problematic names. 
Comer will temporarily be 
called Humanities Hall and 
Bibb Graves will be referred 
to as the “old gym” until new 
names have been selected. 
Then Dillard brought up the 
survey’s SGA stating that 
many of the surveys brought 
back results suggesting that 
“Zoom Burnout” is com- 
mon among students, many 
attending agreed with the sen- 
timent and stated they would 
look into it. Senate committee 
reports were also discussed. 
Academic Affairs announced 
they were looking for better 
online resources both in 
current use and possible new 
ones. Student Residence 
declared they were looking 
into attaining better lighting 
around the tower. 

During the Oct. 21 meet- 
ing, Student Surveys were 
given to the schools admin- 
istration and COVID-19 
task force by the SGA stating 
many students still feel rela- 
tively safe on campus despite 
the Zoom burnout comments 
from the week prior. Residen- 
tial concerns over visitation 
were then brought up; Thom- 
as Dillard stated that at the 
moment visitation rules are 
currently remaining the same 
despite rising case numbers 
in Alabama. In some of the 
surveys it was also noted that 
many students are witnessing 
more violations of COVID-19 
procedures, which was backed 
up when it was announced 
that the University is seeing 
the largest number of conduct 
cases in years. 











Is a vaccine possible by end of 2020? 


By AUBRIE CHASTAIN 


As COVID-19 cases still rise, 
many are questioning how far 
along the vaccine has come or 
when distribution will be avail- 
able. While many vaccines have 
made it to phase three of the 
vaccination approval process, Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, the director of 
the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, has said 
that a vaccine will not be ready 
for distribution until January. 

Currently, there are 170 teams 
of researchers racing to develop a 
vaccine. 154 of these teams are in 
the pre-clinical phase. 36 are in 
phase one, 16 in phase two, and 
11 in phase three. 

All but one of these vaccines 
in stage three require a two-dose 
process except for one vaccine. 

These phases that vaccines go 
through are to ensure safety of 
the vaccine. 

Before vaccines enter the 
phases, they must go through 
pre-clinical testing. This is where 
researchers give the vaccine to 
animals to see what responses 
occur. 

The first phase involves 
clinical trials of the vaccines in a 
small scale. Phase two allows an 
expansion in these trials. Phase 
three is another expansion of the 
vaccine trials. Lastly is phase four 
where the vaccine is approved 
for use. 


Alabama 


Bailey Glasgow, junior musical 
theatre major at UM, said that 
she was “disappointed, but not 
surprised.” 

Jones was considered the most 
vulnerable Senate Democrat. 

In his concession speech, Jones 
stated that “we are in the process 
of going through changes. At the 
end of the day, Alabama is still a 
work in progress We still rank low 
in education. We still ran high in 
unhealthy outcome.” 

Tuberville will take office in 


Usually these four phases 
take years or even decades to 
assure that a vaccine is safe, but 
due to the spread of COVID-19, 
Operation Warp Speed has been 
implemented to speed the time on 
a vaccine. 

With Operation Warp Speed, 
scientists expect and hope that 
they will be able to develop a vac- 
cine within 12 to 18 months. 

Moderna, a front-runner in 
the COVID-19 vaccine race, is 
already prepping for the launch of 
its potential coronavirus vaccine. 
Moderna has already taken $1.1 
billion in deposits from the gov- 
ernments awaiting to launch the 
vaccine. 

This company has had contin- 
ued discussions with the World 
Health Organization and already 
has supply agreements in many 
regions of the world including 
North America. 

Moderna’s vaccine has been 
made with the help of the Na- 
tional Institute of Health. Their 
vaccine uses messenger RNA, 
in hopes that it will provoke 
the immune system to fight off 
COVID-19. 

Moderna has already had 
26,650 participants receive the 
second round of the two-dose vac- 
cine. Within these participants, 
37% were from diverse communi- 
ties and 42% were at high risk of 


severe disease. 

One of the eleven in phase 
three of the vaccination process, 
Pfizer has said that it plans to ask 
the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion for emergency-use authoriza- 
tion in November, once testing is 
complete. 

Pfizer is already in its fi- 
nal-stage trial with nearly 44,000 
participants of the vaccine 
worldwide. Nearly 36,000 have 
received the second shot of the 
vaccine. 

Yet, Pfizer has not reached 
their safety milestone yet, they 
expect to soon. 

Another company in the 
race for a vaccine, Johnson and 
Johnson, plan to begin testing a 
COVID-19 vaccine in children 
12 to 18. In hopes of testing 
youth, Johnson and Johnson 
hopes they can help move the 
vaccine faster. 

Currently Johnson and 
Johnson are in discussion with 
regulators and partners on includ- 
ing pediatric populations in these 
trials. 

Although the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration has said it 
is important for vaccines to be 
tested in children, many doctors 
have raised their concerns. Many 
worrying that the vaccine itself 
could trigger a condition called 
Multisystem Inflammatory Syn- 


drome in children. 

In the vaccine race, Johnson 
and Johnson have already started 
testing 60,000 volunteers in phase 
three of the process to get the 
vaccine approved. While testing 
occurred in late September, John- 
son and Johnson had to suspend 
testing due to a serious medical 
event in one participant. 

Johnson and Johnson are cur- 
rently able to continue the study 
again as of the week of Oct. 18. 

Even though many companies 
have made major progressions 
in vaccines, the World Health 
Organization has said it does not 
expect widespread vaccination 
until the middle of next year. This 
is due to ensuring the safety of the 
vaccine approved. 

Fauci has also stated that a vac- 
cine will not be ready for distri- 
bution until sometime next year. 
He has also stated that around 
December, we will start to see 
companies with enough events 
and recommend a company to 
move the vaccine forward. He 
also explained how this process 
will move it forward to applying 
for emergency use authorization 
from the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration. 

With the vaccines moving 
forward in their clinical trials at a 
rapid pace, hopes for a vaccine are 
expected in early January. 


election results (cont.) 


January. 

Presidential results fell to the 
Republican candidate as well. 
Trump, who won Alabama by 
27.7 points in 2016, won the state 
with 62.2% of the vote in this 
election. 

In the US House, Republican 
candidates won in all districts ex- 
cept District 7 where Terri Sewell 
ran uncontested. This now leaves 
the Alabama representatives with 
six GOP seats and one Democrat 
seat. 

Several ballot measures also 
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passed. 

‘The first amendment, which 
requires citizenship to vote, passed 
with 77% of the votes. Amend- 
ment 3 passed with 64.7% of 
votes, amendment 4 with 66.9% 
of votes and amendment 6 passed 
with 71.6% of votes. 

Nationally, there were several 
notable Congressional wins. 

There were a number of firsts, 
including the first black openly 
LGBTQ+ people ever elected 
to Congress and the first openly 
transgender state senator. 


One Republican candidate 
won a Congressional seat despite 
previously promoting QAnon 
conspiracy. 

Nationally, there were sever- 
al notable Congressional wins, 
including the first black openly 
LGBTQ+ people ever elected 
to Congress and the first openly 
transgender state senator. 

To stay updated on the election 
results, follow The Alabamian’s 


‘Twitter @the UDMAlabamian. 
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By CADY INABINETT 


The Montevallo City Council 
met Monday, Oct. 26, for their 
regularly scheduled, biweekly 
meeting. The council met to 
discuss the set agenda as well as 
field the concerns of citizens who 
chose to attend the meeting. The 
council met in person both in 
person and via Zoom, with the 
meeting livestreamed on the city’s 
Facebook page. 

‘This meeting was the last 
meeting of the current city 
council and with Dr. Hollie Cost 
serving as mayor. The members 
of the council that will not be 
returning for another term, Rusty 
Nix, Jason Peterson, Tiffany 
Bunt, Arthur Herbert and Willie 
Goldsmith, were recognized by 
the council. 

‘The new members of the coun- 
cil, including Mayor-Elect Rusty 
Nix, will be inducted on Nov. 2. 

Additionally, the council 
chamber was renamed to the Wil- 
lie C. Goldsmith Council Cham- 
ber in honor of Willie Goldsmith, 
who has served on Montevallo’s 
City Council for 30 years. 

Additionally, the 2018-2019 
audit review was presented. The 
audit, which was conducted by 
the firm DeLoach, Barber & 
Caspers, P.C., reported that the 
city is worth $16.9 million; with 
$13 million in fixed assets—in- 


frastructure within the city, and 
$1,516,715 in cash. Over the past 
year, the city has made $784,431 
in profits and $668,000 in taxes. 
This is a $50,000 increase in tax 
revenue from the year before, 
which is a “very good indication 
that [the city] is growing.” 

Additionally, the city currently 
holds $1.475 million in restricted 
cash, which is used as a reserve 
system for emergencies, essential- 
ly. This is also a $50,000 increase 
from the previous year. 

Currently, the city is about 
$3 million in debt. This debt can 
be linked back to joint venture 
problems, such as projects with 
the Montevallo Development 
Cooperative District. 

Ultimately, the auditor present 
at the meeting, said that he be- 
lieves the city is “really safe,” but 
does believe that the city should 
focus on saving more in emergen- 
cy reserves. 

The next City Council meeting 
will be held Monday, Nov. 2, at 
6 p.m. The meeting will be the 
induction of new members and 
will be livestreamed on the city’s 
Facebook page. Citizens may also 
attend the meeting in person at 
City Hall. However, there will be 
limited seating and social distanc- 
ing protocols put in place. 


ESC holds 
Zoom workout 


By SARAH CLAYTON 


With many of the events being 
moved online, a lot of the campus 
clubs have taken part in moving 
their events online. One of them 
is the Exercise Science Club 
who started online High Inter- 
val Intensity Training workouts 
through Zoom. It is a great op- 
portunity for students who want 
to stay healthy and workout while 
in the comfort of there home. 

‘The online class was led by Mi- 
chaela Harris and Davia Palmer. 
Both are exercise and nutrition 
science students, Palmer is a 
senior and Harris is a recent grad- 
uate, now pursuing her masters. 

They have both been working 
with Greater Level Training, a 
wellness company created by the 
University’s own Dr. Jermaine 
Mitchell, a professor of exercise 
and nutrition. 

Greater Level Training is a 
program geared towards people 
with and without disabilities that 
is all geared towards a virtual 
outlet. Their mission is to improve 
life through wellness of all ability 
levels. 

They have partnered with the 
University of Montevallo’s Exer- 
cise Science club to allow interns 
the opportunity to provide virtual 
Functional High Intensity Train- 
ing for its members to improve 
fitness and community. 

The reason Dr. Jermaine 
Mitchell partnered with The Ex- 
ercise Science Clue to create this 
online workout was to promote 
group fitness while promoting 
social distance, “group fitness 
allows expert guidance with no 
guesswork, accountability to 
create a workout routine, social 
support, exploration of movement 
in a new way and fitness and fun 
rolled into me.” 





uy 


Kari Shea via Unsplash 


The workout was created by 
Dr. Jermaine Mitchell and Dr. 
Curtis Fennel have created with a 
few adjustments to it. It is a high 
intensity interval training, also 
known as HIIT, workout so in- 
tense exercises are done at a faster 
amount of time. 

If you want to do a quick and 
intense workout without having 
to leave your dorm room or your 
house or apartment, then this is 
the workout for you. 

It is important to stay healthy 
especially during this time when 
there is a pandemic going on. It 
is also important to keep one safe 
by following social distance and 
wanting to stay safe, but also un- 
derstandable if one wants to go to 
a gym and workout with others. 

The next Zoom session will be 
on Noy. 5. 
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Lights still dark on Broadway 


By SARAH CLAYTON 


Graphic by Bell Jackson, Design director. 


In early October, the Broad- 
way League has announced that 
Broadway would remain closed 
until June 2021. Before this 
announcement, Broadway was 
supposed to reopen in January 
2021, but due to the rising cases 
of COVID-19 within the state of 
New York, as well as throughout 
the country, the date has been 
moved once again but how does 
that affect Broadway? 

Broadway has been closed 
since March 12, 2020, which 
mean seven months without 
productions running. Performers, 
technicians, designers and theatre 
employees have been out of work 
and producers are losing profit. 

Broadway is part of New York 
city’s reopening plan. This phase 
also includes higher education, 
Pre-K to Grade 12 schools and 
malls, to name a few. Phase four 
coexists with the policies created 
by Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo and 
Mayor Bill de Blasio, which bans 
most gatherings of more than 500 
people and require smaller venues 
to cut capacities in half. 

Broadway is one of the main 
economic gold mines for New 
York City. Last season, Broad- 
way contributed nearly $14.7 
billion worth to New York City’s 
economy. It is also a magnet for 
tourism, which is the city’s top 
contributions to profit. 

During the 2018-2019 season, 
international tourists purchased 
65% of the tickets sold on Broad- 
way with shows like “Hamilton,” 
“The Lion King” and “Phantom 
of the Opera” on the top of many 
people’s buckets list. However, 
due to Broadway closing, tourism 
has dropped, but more important- 
ly people have lost their jobs. 

About 98,000 people who 


work on Broadway are unem- 
ployed and for a lot of these 
people the future is uncertain. 

“Tam in a very fortunate 
situation where I have a job and 
health insurance and I am able 
to practice my craft and still be 
okay,” said theatre professor, 
Michael Walker. “My friend does 
not have job, a place to go, no 
auditions. He can’t go play gigs. 
There’s nothing, so my friend is 
trying to find outlets and trying 
to stay positive.” 

Like Walker’s friend, many 
performers, designers, technicians 
and industry employees working 
have left the city permanently 
because they have to provide for 
their families. 

The extended closure is dis- 
heartening for those out of a job, 
but it also means that some might 
be out of a job even longer with 
shows not reopening COVID-19, 
shows like “Frozen,” “Beetlejuice” 
and “Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf.” just to name a few. 

This will inevitably cost mil- 
lions of dollars for investors, artist 
and associate businesses alike 
and will likely trigger a collapse 
of some of the shows that will be 
unable to survive the delays and 
losses. 

In early October, the West End 
started to experiment with ways 
to ensure the safety of theatre 
goers and workers alike. 

The Society of London Theatre 
(SOLT) created the “See It Safely” 
campaign that will help theatre 
goers know what theatres are 
safe to go to. In order to get that 
campaign mark, venues have to 
sign up to a code for contact that 
demonstrates the safety steps to 
reopen. There have been experi- 
ments with spaced out seating and 





drive-in performances that were 
soon cancelled. 

In contrast, Broadway runs on 
a commercial theatre model where 
the theatre is entirely running by 
profit and ticket sales. 

Broadway theatres could run 
a show at half capacity, but they 
would not be making enough 
profit out it to give to the produc- 
ers who then distribute the money 
for paychecks and savings. 

Another issue are the spaces 
themselves since many theatres on 
Broadway are historically marked 
theatres. 

“Everybody is just on top of 
each other in a Broadway house,” 
said theatre professor Dr. David 
Callaghan. 

Another issue that is more 
personal is the future of theatre 
majors. During a time when 
graduates are entering a world 
where there is no work, there may 
still be other venues and theatre 
companies reopening this coming 
summer, which gives an oppor- 
tunity for graduates and other 
students to step into the profes- 
sional world. 

“Hustle, if you don’t hustle 
and you don’t like hustle don’t go 
into theatre, reach out now,” said 
Walker. 

‘Theatre professors at UM 
maintain hope for the future of 
Broadway. 

“Theatre has been around you 
know for thousands of years. It 
has literally survived extended 
plagues and government censored 
shifts and shutdowns for fifteen 
to twenty years,” said Callaghan. 
“We overcome obstacles, so there 
is no doubt in my mind that 
theatre is going to be back in the 
future.” 


COVID-19 limits events 


By AUBRIE CHASTAIN 


With COVID-19 still on the 
rise, a multitude of organizations 
on and off campus have struggled 
with planning and how to make 
events happen. 

‘The Center for Disease 
Control has listed many 
guidelines for event planners to 
help keep their events safe. Some 
of the suggestions made are to 
limit attendance and capacity at 
events to allow social distancing, 
use multiple entrances and 
exits to discourage crowds and 
prioritize outdoor events. 

For events on Montevallo’s 
campus, the administration 
has suggested online meetings 
as much as possible and in- 
person events must follow social 
distancing guidelines. When 
events are in- person, students 
at Montevallo must submit 
their social distancing plan 
for meetings and events to the 
Director of Student Life, Jenny 
Bell, two weeks prior to the event 
date. 

Nowadays, most events for 
Montevallo students are online. 
This year has looked different 
for Greek organizations, sports 
teams, and other organizations. 
For Greek life, recruitment was 
moved online, something new 
for all students. SGA and UPC 
events have also taken an online 
format, utilizing Zoom as much 
as possible. 


For sports teams, the Gulf 
South Conference has cancelled 
athletic competition and off- 
campus recruiting has been 
suspended until normal activities 
may resume. Practice for teams in 
the Gulf South Conference have 
also been limited. 

Orientation for incoming 
university freshman was also 
adjusted for safety purposes. This 
year there was a multitude of 
online events to join. When there 
were events in-person such as a 
movie night and live music, social 
distancing protocols were required 
and followed. 

For the town of Montevallo, 
ValloCycle is a city-wide bike 
share that was developed to 
promote a healthier lifestyle 
through biking. Through 
ValloCycle, citizens of Montevallo 
can rent bikes and even go on 
monthly bike rides put on by 
ValloCycle. 

COVID-19 has made putting 
on events harder for ValloCycle. 
Restrictions on groups and mask 
regulations, can cause these events 
to be cancelled. Even ongoing 
fears of the pandemic have 
prevented ValloCycle from having 
high participation rates. 

A recent Halloween themed 
bike ride only had around eight 
participants. 

Another effect of COVID-19 is 
the toll on people’s mental health. 


For some, it can be stressful and 
hard to handle being separated 
from others. COVID-19 can 
lead to stressors causing fear and 
anxiety about the potential threat 
of the virus. 

Throughout the pandemic, 
some have experienced higher 
stress levels and the hardships 
of dealing with isolation. Even 
through times of increased 
social distancing, people can 
still maintain connections and 
relationships. 

For those struggling with 
isolation, the CDC recommends 
checking in on others through 
phone calls and video calls, which 
can help those around you feel 
connected and less lonely or 
isolated. 

Another thing the CDC 
recommends to reduce the 
stress of life in a pandemic is 
to stay updated on the facts. 
Online research and fact- 
checking is believed to help 
people understand what is 
happening during these times. 
Understanding the dangers and 
risk of COVID-19 can make 
things less stressful. 

Even though clubs and 
organizations are resorting to 
online options, organizations 
are discovering new ways to stay 
connected. Through Zoom calls, 
organizations can continue to 
meet and hold events. 
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“Song Machine, Season One: Strange Timez.” 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 





“Strange Timez” album cover by Jamie Hewlett 


The multi-instrumental, 
genre-defying group Gorillaz are 
back with a new album. This one 
is titled “Song Machine, Season 
One: Strange Timez.” It is the 
seventh studio album by the 
virtual British band and the fol- 
low-up to 2018’s “The Now Now.” 

On this project, the band 
decided to shake things up and 
stray away from the typical album 
and single release cycle. Instead, 
according to an official state- 
ment, the band chose to break 
“convention in their own round 
the door back fashion with the 
spontaneous delivery of episodes 
throughout the year.” 

This release strategy started 
back on Jan. 30 with the release of 
episode one “Momentary Bliss.” 
Subsequent episodes were released 


on an almost monthly basis. 

The album is comprised of 11 
tracks along with a deluxe version 
that adds six extra tracks. Every 
track on the album contains at 
least one feature. Due to the 
inclusion of numerous features, 
there is a lot of variety in genre 
and style. 

The opening track of the 
project is titled “Strange Timez” 
and features the vocals of Cure 
member, Robert Smith. This song 
addresses the very “strange” time 
we are living in politically and 
socially. The track begins with a 
siren and distorted chimes that 
build up to the chorus by Robert 
Smith. 

He delivers the vocals in an 
eerie fashion that give the track a 
dark and fittingly strange person- 
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ality. This chorus is followed by a 
verse from virtual band member, 
2-D. The lyrics mention “presi- 
dents,” a “surgical glove world” 
and even the state of “Belarus.” It 
is an ominous introduction to a 
somewhat reflective and some- 
times upbeat album. 

The second track is “The Valley 
of The Pagans,” featuring Beck. A 
track that is immediately differ- 
ent tonally from the former. The 
beat is funky and the song has a 
pop feel. The song opens with a 
groovy bassline on top of a steady 
drumbeat. Beck opens the lyrical 
portion of the track with an 
overstated sarcastic delivery. The 
hook, delivered by 2-D and Beck, 
is about “how good” it “feels” to 
have a “perfect soul” and be in 
“total control.” 

“The Lost Chord” is an excel- 
lent change of pace from the first 
two tracks, as this one is more 
understated and relaxed. The beat 
is groovy and has a cymbal tap 
alongside whirling synths. The 
chorus lyrics of the phrase “The 
Lost Chord” is cool and ghostly. 
2-D’s lyrics meld well with Leee 
John’s voice. The track is sonically 
reminiscent of Gorillaz’s 2010 
album “Plastic Beach,” especially 
due to the fade out at the end 
with the sounds of seagulls and 
the ocean. 

“Chalk Tablet Towers” features 
the talents of Annie Clarke, also 
known as St. Vincent. The track 
has a simple, wonky beat with 
a click. 2-D leads the first verse 
into the chorus which both him 
and St. Vincent sing. The songs 
namesake, “chalk tablet towers” 
are described as a “chemical 
distraction” which is why both 
parties sing about wanting to “get 
drunk” and “stoned” on the cho- 
rus. Despite being clear references 
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to drug use, it seems that they are 
also a metaphor for relationships 
and addictive lovers. Unfortunate- 
ly, St. Vincent’s contributions to 
the track are less pronounced than 
other features and the track could 
have benefitted by granting her a 
stand-alone verse. 

“The Pink Phantom” is a 
definite highlight of the album. 
The track features both 6LACK 
and Elton John, a bizarre com- 
bination that works surprisingly 
well. GLACK’s vocals are strongly 
autotuned and jarring at first, but 
with repeated listens they become 
one of catchiest aspects of the 
song. Elton John’s performance 
is reserved for the hook and he 
delivers an emotional climax that 
is a mix of sorrow and optimism. 
The instrumental portion of the 
track is a mix of elegant piano, a 
bassy beat and wacky synths. The 


“Song Machine has 
been a constant good in 


a very inconsistent year.” 


vocals of both features and 2-D 
coalesce by the end of the song 
beautifully. 

The following track, “Aries,” 
builds off the previous track’s 
momentum but takes it in a new 
direction. Featuring Peter Hook 
of New Order, the song goes for 
a mellow and sonorous feeling. 
The track also features UK pop 
talent Georgia who contributed 
to the drumbeat. 2-D’s relaxed 
vocals add to the dream-like vibe 
of the track. The song crescendos 
into the chorus of the lyric ‘High 
Tide” which features the vocals 
of both 2-D and Peter Hook. 
However, despite the rise in tone 
the track does not lose its hazy 
quality. 

“Désolé” was the second track 


to be released in the song ma- 
chine lineup and has an extended 
version on the final album. Guest 
performer, Fatoumata Diawara, 
provided a memorable vocal per- 
formance. Her singing is jovial, 
and the French provides the song 
with a unique feeling in the track 
list. The instrumental comprises 
of a prominent mix of acoustic 
guitar and a cabasa. 2-D’s lyrics 
are sorrowful, especially the lyrics 
“Tm trying to hold on to you.” 

The closing track of the album 
is “Momentary Bliss” which was, 
ironically, the first release in the 
song machine individual releases. 
It features the talents of British 
punk-rock band “Slaves” and the 
British rapper Slowthai. Guitars 
open the track with a warped surf 
rock progression in tandem with 
a drum-kick. Slowthai’s lyrical 
delivery is aggressive and con- 
demning. The chorus consists of 
the lyrics “we could do so much 
better than this emotionally in 
fences and momentary bliss.” It is 
one of the catchiest tunes on the 
whole project. 

Despite being filled with 
constant features, similarly to 
the disappointing 2016 album 
“Humanz,” most of the tracks are 
given room to breathe and can 
display the talents of the artists 
without sacrificing the recogniz- 
able Gorillaz style. The variety 
of artists and sounds creates that 
blend of genre Gorillaz have been 
known for. 

Song Machine has been a con- 
stant good in a very inconsistent 
year. “Song Machine, Season one: 
Strange Timez” demonstrates a 
return to form for the group and 
hopefully there will be a second 
season in the near future. 





New generation of gaming: PS5 vs X-Box 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 


PlayStation 

‘The next generation of gaming 
consoles is just around the corner 
and it is a good time to start con- 
sidering which side you want to 
invest in. PlayStation is releasing 
two versions of their next console 
the PlayStation 5. Meanwhile 
Microsoft is releasing their new 
Xbox series line. 

This generation, the companies 
have widely different views on 
how to approach the market and 
appeal to consumers. Due to this, 
both of these upcoming consoles 
have major strengths and weak- 
nesses. 

After a successful generation 
with the PS4, it seems that Sony 
intends to try and continue that 
success by focusing on games and 
exclusives. This is demonstrated 
within their launch lineup with 
the hard-hitting titles “Demon’s 
Souls” and “Marvel’s Spiderman: 
Miles Morales.” 

Despite these two rather strong 
exclusive titles, the rest of the PS5 
launch lineup is rather thin. The 
lineup includes “Sackboy: A Big 
Adventure,” “Bugsnax” and the 
free pack-in title “Astro’s Play- 
room.” 

The PS5 will also sport back- 
ward compatibility with almost 
every PS4 title. Unfortunately, 
there are 10 games that did not 
make the cut but luckily, they are 
rather obscure. The many titles 
that are backwards compatible 
titles can benefit from the PS5’s 


boost mode and select titles may 
receive enhanced versions. Note 
that if you own digital PS4 games 
they will also transfer and be 
backwards compatible. 

Sony also will launch their new 
upgrade to the PS Plus service 
called the “PlayStation Plus 
Collection.” This service will offer 
classic PS4 titles to download to 
subscribers such as “God of War,” 
“Bloodborne,” “Until Dawn,” 
“Persona 5,” “Infamous: Second 
Son” and many more, which is 
an excellent way for new PlaySta- 
tion owners to experience games 
they might have missed this past 
generation. 

When it comes to new tech, 
the PS5 will proudly display 
games in 4K. There is also the 
possibility of higher frame rates 
up to 120. Most likely, there will 
be an option within games for 
players to choose between a per- 
formance or resolution mode for 
their preferred experience. 

The new controller releas- 
ing for the PSS is called the 
“Dualsense.” It includes sports 
new technology such as haptic 
feedback and adaptive triggers. 

In a blog post, Sony explained 
that haptic feedback is incorpo- 
rated to create a more immersive 
experience by adding “a variety 
of powerful sensations you'll feel 
when you play, such as the slow 
grittiness of driving a car through 
mud.” 

Sony is offering two versions of 


the PS5. The regular PS5 is priced 
at $499 and has a disc drive for 
physical games and it can play 4K 
Blu rays. The PlayStation 5 Dig- 
ital Edition priced at a cheaper 
$399 does not have a disc drive. 
This means all games must be 
bought digitally through Sony’s 
built-in PlayStation Store. Both 
PS5 consoles are equally power- 
ful — the only difference is the 
presence of a disc drive. 


Xbox 

Microsoft is going to build off 
the successes of the last generation 
Xbox One with the new Xbox 
Series consoles. Rather than focus 
purely on exclusives, Microsoft 
intends to deliver on player and 
consumer choice. 

Unlike the two versions of the 
PS5, the Xbox Series X and Series 
S are dramatically different in 
price and power. The Xbox Series 
X is the more powerful of the two 
consoles and is priced at $499. 
The Series X is built to deliver 
4K gaming, high frame rates and 
Microsoft has mentioned that a 
few games might even push 8K 
resolution. 

Meanwhile, the Xbox Series 
S is the more consumer friendly 
option priced at $299. The Series 
S will focus solely on performance 
and will have downgraded ver- 
sions of the same next-generation 
Xbox games. The Xbox Series X 
will have a 4K disc drive whilst 
the Series S will not. This means 


that you must purchase games for 
your Series S through the Xbox 
Game Store or Xbox Game Pass. 

Xbox Game Pass is the prima- 
ry tool in Xbox’s marketing tac- 
tics for this upcoming generation. 
Game Pass is a subscription-based 
gaming service that grants access 
to over a hundred titles including 
Xbox exclusive titles on day one. 
It is a way for gamers to try out 
titles they might not ordinarily 
play or a way to save money on 
the latest game releases. The game 
pass is priced at $9.99 per month 
and for consoles with a $14.99 per 
month Ultimate version. 

It is clear, however, that the 
new Xbox Series consoles are not 
Microsoft’s focus. Game pass is 
available on PC and the service 
recently arrived on mobile. The 
service and subscription models 
seem to be the future for Xbox. 

‘The new controller for the 
Xbox Series of consoles features 
a reduction in size and improve- 
ments to the triggers. The new 
D-pad is more contoured. Except 
for compatibility with other de- 
vices, the new controller does not 
boast any new features. 

The weakest aspect of the new 
Xbox consoles is definitely its 
launch lineup. There are no defin- 
itive exclusive titles for its launch. 
The big hitter “Halo Infinite” got 
delayed until 2021. Many other 
titles are either cross-gen or on 
PG; 


However, that may not be for 


long. Over time, Microsoft has 
acquired many studios and re- 
cently acquired ZeniMax Media. 
Due to this, it is likely that the 
famous developers of “The Elder 
Scrolls” and “Fallout”, Bethesda 
Game Studios, will have an exclu- 
sive upcoming game 

With that said, any future 
titles by Microsoft will most likely 
be on PC, making it the more 
optimal place to experience these 
titles if you can afford it. 

Despite these shortcomings, 
the Xbox Series X/S outmatches 
PlayStation 5 when it comes to 
backward compatibility. The 
Xbox Series X/S features “full” 
Xbox compatibility. This means 
that many games from the origi- 
nal Xbox, the Xbox 360 and Xbox 
One will be compatible with the 
next series of consoles. In fact, 
many games will benefit from 
the console’s performance boost 
and decreased loading times. It is 
important to note, however, that 
not every game will be backwards 
compatible. 

When it comes to the launch 
of the systems, PlayStation has 
Xbox outmatched in features and 
exclusives. With many titles still 
in development for Xbox, it seems 
we must wait to see what they 
have to offer farther along in this 
generation. The Xbox Series X 
and Series S consoles launch on 
Noy. 10. The PlayStation 5 and 
PlayStation 5 Digital Edition will 
launch on Noy. 12. 
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By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor of content 


Aries: If you see an in- 
dividual wearing dark 
sunglasses and duck 
socks, then you are in 
luck. Go up to them 
and thank them for 
their continued protec- 
tion of the multiverse. 


Taurus: You are the 
type of person who is 
often worried about 
taking care of your 
friends, but some- 
times, you just need 
to accept that there is 
nothing you can do to 
prevent conflict. Give 
those fools some pies, 
and tell them to take it 
to the parking lot. 


Crossword: Board Games 


By ANNAPRENZIE KOCSIS 


PEP Pe Pe EE) 


Gemini: Recently, the 


big brain plays just ha- 


ven't carried through. 


Don't sweat it though, 
sometimes that is just 
how the cookie crum- 
bles. Take this as a 

chance to prepare for 


the next big idea. 


Cancer: Of late, you 


might have had some 


trouble focusing. While 
this is sometimes a 


problem, you should 
recognize that there 
are days when you 


just need to relax and 


day dream of fighting 
dragons. 
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2. Board game with a 
rainbow numbered spinner 
built in the board. 


4. Transport products 
across our country to earn 
points. 


6. Game from Canada 
win by answering general 
knowledge questions. 


8. Officers, soldiers, flags, 
bombs. 


9. A race between players to 
move all their pawn pieces 
around the board and finish 
at home in the center. 


10. 24 contraption parts, 
rubber band and marble. 


11. When you have five in a 
row it’s a... 


12. Each player moves their 
12 pieces diagonally across 
the board, reach the other 
side to become a king. 


Leo: It’s a brand-new 
day, and you need to 
take advantage of it. 
Whatever has been go- 
ing on this week, don't 
forget that today is a 
new day, and anything 
can happen. Take a 
deep breath and cel- 
ebrate by running 
through a meadow. 


Virgo: Beware strange 
women running with 
chainsaws. This is a 
good general rule of 
thumb, but in case you 
need a reminder, there 
it is. 


Libra: Today is the day 
you have been waiting 
for, so go do that thing 
that you have been 
debating for months. 
Grab that twister Pe- 
cos Bill style and just 
go for it. 


Scorpio: Perhaps 
you have been a wee 
bit stressed of late. 


There is nothing wrong 
with hard work, but 
sometimes, you really 
need to take a break. 
Challenge yourself to 
spend the day imper- 
sonating your favorite 
ninja turtle as a means 
of relaxation. 


Sagittarius: Amidst 
the turmoil of social 
media, try to keep 
your footing. Things 
might seem to spi- 
raling, but find your 
ground and hold it. 
Don't let the craziness 
of the digital world 
mess up your actual 
life. Take a break and 
do something stupid 
outside. 


Capricorn: The way 
to someone's heart is 
always food. If there is 
a certain someone that 
you have been pining 
for, then make your 
move by giving them 
food. If you're already 
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in arelationship, then 
celebrate by throwing 
french fries at them. 


Aquarius: You've 
had to be serious for 
far too long. Now is 
the time to grab your 
wooden sword and 
run outside to fend off 
the invading horde of 
monsters from anoth- 
er dimension. Ignore 
any strange looks you 
receive; it is worth it. 


Pisces: Drama is 
overrated, so don't 
bother with it. lf your 
friends start to get 

all dramatic, then the 
best solution is to tell 
them to settle this 

like gentlefolk, and 
fire nerf guns at twen- 
ty paces. After a few 
rounds of missing each 
other completely, they 
should be too irritated 
at nerf to stay mad at 
each other. 
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16. George, Charles and 
Edward created what game 
company? 


17. Apologetic game made 
by Hasbro. 


18. A game of global 
domination. 


15 


DOWN 


1. Major maker of board 
games responsible for 
Battleship. 


3. Checkmate! 


5. What game has a 
peppermint forest? 


7. Street names in 
Monopoly are from this 
city. 


11. Seven tiles, various 
letters. 
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13. Ms. Scarlet in the 
billiard room with the 
revolver. 


14. In the original game 
of Chutes and Ladders the 
chutes were... 


15. “The Landlord’s Game” 
was the early version of... 
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Joe Biden sworn in as 46th President 


By ZOE HALL, Editor in chief 
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Wednesday, January 20, Joe 
Biden took the oath of office and 
was sworn into presidency. 

Supreme Court Chief Justice 
John Roberts conducted the cer- 
emony, which took place on the 
West Front of the U.S. Capitol, on 
the same stage that was stormed 
by pro-Trump riots just two weeks 
prior. 

His hand on his family Bible, 
Biden took officially took office at 
11:49 a.m. 

“This is America’s day,” said 
Biden in his inaugural address. 
“This is democracy’s day, a day of 
history and hope, of renewal and 
resolve through a crucible for the 
ages.” 

Biden’s inauguration was like 
no other before it, between the 
security measures and the corona- 
virus precautions. 

Due to limited in-person atten- 
dance, there was a field of flags on 
the National Mall to represent the 
people who could not attend. 


Men’s lacrosse team 


Several high-profile guests were 
in attendance including former 
Presidents Barack Obama, George 
W. Bush and Bill Clinton; former 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton; 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi; and Biden’s 
challengers in Democratic nomi- 
nation, Senators Bernie Sanders of 
Vermont and Elizabeth Warren of 
Massachusetts. 

Additionally, traditionally 
presidents use their inaugural ad- 
dress to thank their predecessors 
for a peaceful transfer of power, 
Biden did not because President 
Trump did not attend, breaking 
tradition of almost every depart- 
ing president, and attempted to 
delegitimize Biden’s victory. 

Biden continued in his address, 
“Few people in our nation’s histo- 
ry have been more challenged or 
found the time more challenging 
or difficult than the time we're 
in now,” referencing spikes in 
coronavirus cases and spiking 
death rates. 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 


With spring athletics coming 
around the corner, the Montevallo 
Men’s Lacrosse team is as ready 
as ever to prove themselves on the 
field. 

Their previous season cut off 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and ended 3-4. 

Now the team is headed into 
not only a new season but a new 
conference. Among other sports 
at Montevallo, the Men’s Lacrosse 
team transitioned into the Peace 
Belt Conference (PBC). 

“We are very excited to be a 
part of this new conference,” said 
head coach, Jason Lange. “It fits 
our geographic footprint, our 
student-athletes will be spending 
less time on a bus, and we are able 
to develop new relationships and 
rivalries with closer out of confer- 
ence games.” 

“Conference play will look a 
little different this season with 
only four teams competing in 
the PBC this year,” he continued. 
“Next year [spring of 2022], we 
will grow to six teams, with the 
addition of Flagler and Young 
Harris.” 

With the abrupt ending of 
last year’s season, many teams at 
Montevallo had to make quick 
goodbyes to their senior class. 

However, the men’s lacrosse 
team was fortunate enough to 
have zero graduating seniors and 
was able to look towards the next 
season while maintaining their 
roster. 

Having the largest senior class 
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Men’s lacrosse team practice. Photo by Madelyn Alexander, Photo editor. 


combined with the events of last 
season, Lange said, “Our players 
realize the importance of taking 
things for granted and know they 
need to make the most out of 
every day.” 

Lange continues, “All of our 
older guys have done a great job 
this year. From helping the new 
guys adjust to life away from 
home, as well as navigating 
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+ Scalping in the free 
market 

- New Year's resolutions 
and COVID 


A sentiment during campaign- 
ing also reappeared in his address. 

“T [Biden]pledge this to you, I 
will be a president for all Ameri- 
cans. All Americans.” 

President Biden repeatedly 
called for unity during his address 
and called on the American 
people. 

“Uniting to fight the foes we 
face: anger, resentment, hatred, 
extremism, lawlessness, violence, 
disease, joblessness and hopeless- 
ness. With unity, we can do great 
things, important things,” he said. 

Also, notably, both Biden 
and Harris attended a national 
COVID-19 memorial in remeber- 
ence of the 400,000 Americans 
who have died in the pandemic. 

He highlighted this loss several 
times in his address and even 
included a moment of silence for 
those people. 

Many Republican lawmakers 
praised Biden’s speech. 

Former Republican presidental 


nominee Mitt Romney stated that 
Biden’s speech was “very powerful.” 
Romney was the only Republican 
that voted to impeach Trump in 
early 2020. 

Following Biden’s address, his 
running mate, former California 
senator Kamala Harris was also 
sworn into office as the 49th Vice 
President of the United States. 

Supreme Court Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor conducted the swear- 
ing- in using two Bibles, one that 
belonged to Thurgood Marshall, 
Supreme Court justice and civil 
rights advocate. 

Harris is now the first woman, 
South Asian person and Black per- 
son to serve as Vice President. 

Policy matters including the 
coronavirus, economy and climate 
change are high on Biden’s agenda 
in his first days in office, and Harris 
may cast a decisive vote in crucial 
moment with a split Senate. 

One of Harris’s first acts will be 
to swear in three senators, includ- 
ing Alex Padilla, her replacement 
as senator from California and first 
Latino to hold the position. 

Following the conclusion of the 
swearing in ceremonies, Harris 
took to Twitter where she tweeted, 
“For the people—always.” 

Several world leaders also 
congratulated Biden and Harris, 
including Pope Francis, Mexico’s 
President Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador and Pakistan Prime Min- 
ister Imran Kahn. 

After the inauguration was the 
presidential escort to the White 
House and an inaugural parade, 
though mmostly virtual. 

In the evening, a program 
washosted by Tom Hanks. Perfor- 
mances included John Legend, Jon 
Bon Jovi and more, to celebrate the 
inauguration. 


By CADY INABINETT, 
City beat reporter 


The Montevallo City 
Council met Monday, Jan. 

11, for their regularly sched- 
uled, bi-weekly meeting. The 
Council met to discuss the set 
agenda topics, as well as field 
the concerns of citizens who 
chose to attend the meeting. 
The Council met both in per- 
son and via Zoom, with the 
meeting livestreamed on the 
city’s Facebook page. 

A new fire prevention and 
protection ordinance was in- 
troduced to the council during 
the meeting. This ordinance 
would establish noncompli- 
ance with the municipal fire 
prevention code as a misde- 
meanor. Those in violation 
with the code will be notified 
by the fire chief and be given a 
thirty-day period in which to 
fix the violation. Each further 
thirty-day period violation re- 
mains unfixed will result in a 
separate misdemeanor offense. 

The ordinance also estab- 
lished punishments for those 
found guilty of this misde- 
meanor offense. For a first 
violation, the violator will be 
penalized with a $100 fine 
in addition to any applica- 
ble costs of court. A second 
violation would result in a 
$250 fine in addition to any 
applicable costs of court. A 
third violation would result 
in a $500 fine in addition to 
any applicable costs of court. 
A fourth or any subsequent 
violation would result in a 
fine and/or jail sentence at the 
discretion of the municipal 
judge. 

Additionally, in the event 
of any subsequent offense, the 
city will host a hearing on the 
matter of revoking or refusing 
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readies for upcoming season 


COVID. I’m expecting their 
leadership to help us have our best 
season to date.” 

The new season not only brings 
the excitement of a new confer- 
ence but a new Assistant Coach 
as well. The program has brought 
in Sam Horning to act as the new 
assistant coach. 

He previously spent time 
at Colorado College, where he 
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- Brierfield prison 


- Pita Pit replaces Moe’s 


News in Brief 


“Tm thankful for our older 
guys for setting a standard and 
accepting Coach Horning with 
open arms...He and I have very 
similar viewpoints on philosophy 
and how the game should be 
played. I’m excited to see us play 
against someone else,” Lange said. 

He has proved to be a vital ad- 
dition to the program by helping 
navigate the pre-season and the 
numerous challenges of COVID. 

From limiting recruitment 
to spending less time in the 
weight room, the team has had to 
overcome many challenges while 
trying to stay safe during the 
pandemic. 

“We are always talking to [the 
‘ team] about the importance of 

; - being careful of what you're doing 
outside of practice. Making sure 
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helped coach the offense. During 
his time as a student-athlete, he 
played lacrosse for Wheeling 
Jesuit University. He transferred 
and continued to play at the Uni- 
versity of Indianapolis, where he 
helped the school win their first 
conference championship. 

The players have taken well to 
Horning, according to the head 
coach. 
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Dear readers, 
Welcome back to another 


semester at Montevallo. 
I’m sure I’m not alone in 


thinking that last semester was 
rocky. 

2020 was one of the worst 
years of my life, from financial 
problems to both of my parents 
getting COVID-19. I didn’t 
get to enjoy the last semester of 
my junior year or go to my best 
friend’s graduation or celebrate 
my birthday. I didn’t know what I 
was missing out on until I didn’t 
have it anymore. The bricks of 
Montevallo have been a home 
for me for three years, and it was 
yanked from under me, and for 
so many others on this campus, 
situations were just as bad or even 
worse. 

However, I came into 2021 
the happiest I’ve ever been. 2020 
kicked me when I was down, but 
if it taught me anything, it was to 
smell the roses. 

This pandemic is unbelievably 
frustrating, and it’s still not 
over. We're almost a year into 


The free market: scalpers 


By NOAH WORTHAN,, Top lifestyles reporter 


Scalpers are an unfortunate 
byproduct of the free market, 
and the introduction of sites like 
eBay has made the practice easier. 
Scalping is buying a product, 
typically in bulk, and reselling it 
for prices higher than the initial 
retail price. If enough individuals 
do this, it creates scarcity and 
any consumer interested in the 
product could now be paying 
much more than necessary while 
the scalper makes a profit. This 
practice is awful for consumers 
and unfortunately not enough has 
been done to stop it. 

Perhaps the most common 
practice you may be familiar with 
is ticket scalping, in which people 
buy up tickets to an in-demand 
concert or ballgame and sell 
them at higher prices to desperate 
fans. Fortunately, in 2016, the 
federal government passed the 
Better Online Ticket Sales Act, 
which made ticket scalping with 
bots illegal. Despite the positive 
precedent, this only regulates a 
specific instance of scalping. 

The pandemic intensified 
things further by encouraging a 
transition to an online market. 
This made things much easier for 
scalpers to use bots to purchase 
large quantities of products 
quickly. These bots are automated 
programs some scalpers use in 
order to purchase products in the 
fraction of the time it would take 
your average consumer to make 
a purchase. A prime example of 
this recently was the scalping of 
gaming consoles and PC parts. 

Back on Dec. 2, Michael 
Driscoll, an Oracle Data Engineer 
at USG Corp., analyzed the 
scalping market on eBay and 
posted his findings on Dev.to. He 
found that “scalpers have made 
$82 million in sales, $39 million 
in profit since September” off a 
list of 14 products. When it came 
to the PlayStation 5 for instance, 
he found that the “Disc version is 
going for 300% MSRP, and the 
Digital for 200%.” 

In an interview with PCWorld 
Driscoll said, “I don’t personally 
mind the person who flipped their 
consoles because they had one.” 

He believes that’s the nature of 
the secondhand market. However, 
where he has a problem is when 


someone is “buying out Best 
Buy’s entire stock or has a bot 
just buying them right away to 
flip hundreds or dozens online.” 

Personally, I share his 
sentiment. The scale is what 
really affects things. What he 
said also brings up the issue of 
distinguishing scalping from the 
secondhand market. You want 
to try and prevent these sorts of 
things from happening without 
regulating the secondhand 
market too much, which would 
also harm consumers. Therefore, 
I believe a way currently to 
handle this issue is with public 
awareness and pushing for 
companies to self-regulate. 

In order to limit online 
scalping, companies could 
limit the amount of product 
you can purchase when it is in 
stock. This could help prevent 
the bulk purchases scalpers use 
for scarcity. It would also help 
tremendously if companies 
would set up countermeasures 
to try and prevent bots from 
making purchases. 

This is a strategy Walmart 
has already attempted, with 
some success. On Nov. 25, 
they reportedly blocked 20 
million bot attempts within 
30 minutes that were trying to 
purchase PlayStation 5 systems. 
Although, according to Walmart 
information security officer 
Jerry Geisler it was “a fraction 
of what our systems deal with 
continually.” 

You might wonder, what 
can I do about the issue? Well, 
awareness is an important 
component to fighting back 
scalpers since it can be used 
to alert companies to the issue 
and to persuade consumers to 
stop purchasing from scalpers. 
Scalpers exist due to the high 
demand for products. So, if 
consumers exercise self-control 
and are patient for restocks it 
will diminish the amount of 
scalping. 

If these strategies do not 
work, then hopefully the 
government will eventually 
intervene now that the BOTS 
Act of 2016 has set a precedent 
against scalping involving bots. 
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it, and I am hoping for the best, 
but I realized I should be more 
appreciative of everything I have. 
The opportunity I have to be at 
this institution, to study what I 
do, to have this job and to have 
such amazing people in my life 
is something I should recognize 
more often. 

So, while I’m hitting the books 
this semester and staying up late 
doing my homework after a day of 
work, or stressing out about grad 
school, I'll still be just a little bit 
happy about being able to study at 
all this year. 

It’s definitely not ideal 
circumstances, but just thinking 
about the joy I'll have after 
the pandemic is over and life 
slowly becomes normal is so 
overwhelming. 

For those of you who are brand 
new to campus or a graduating 
senior, I encourage you to try 
your best this semester. 


2021 Resolutions 


By BRIANNA BRAMLETT 





In the meantime, I implore 
you readers see what The 
Alabamian has to offer. Sports, 
news, entertainment — we have 
it all. 

Want a show recommendation? 
Want to see what your fellow 
students are up to? Want to know 
what’s going on in Montevallo or 
on-campus? The world? We've got 
articles for that. 

The Alabamian has 
opportunities students to shine, so 
I will of course tell you to join our 
meetings on Tuesdays at 5 p.m. 

If you want to keep up with us, 
follow us on social media, check 
out or website update and watch 
out for our new podcast in the 
coming weeks! 

Best of luck this semester. 


Sincerely, 
Zoe Hall 
Editor in chief 


Graphic by Bell Jackson, Design director. 


Creating resolutions is a staple 
tradition to ring in the new year. 
It’s a time when everything seems 
possible, like all of your past 
inhibitors will melt away when 
the clock strikes twelve. Nothing 
seals the deal like posting these 
ambitions in a clever social media 
caption. 

But are New Year’s resolutions 


actually a good way to keep goals? 


Some of the most common 
resolutions for 2020 were to 
travel more, lose weight and to 
improve financial stability in 
the new year. The lockdown due 
to COVID-19 in March of last 
year stopped many of these goals 
in their tracks. Suddenly, there 
was nowhere to travel, binge 
eating passed the time and online 
shopping became its own form of 
coping. 

Though these events were out 
of everyone’s control, it begs the 
question of whether the future 
is too uncertain to be making 
unrealistic goals for ourselves. 

Even when the world is not in 
the middle of a pandemic, New 
Year’s resolutions are a rare thing 
to maintain. 

Studies conducted by UAB 
Medicine found that less than 
8% of people actually achieve the 
goals they set for themselves for 
the new year. If these targets are 


not met time and time again, why 


do people still continue to force 
the idea? 

For some people, the idea 
of change is just too daunting 
to take on in the middle of the 
year. For others, these goals are 
simply forgotten until it later 
comes up how they were not 
met. Either way, the guilt of not 
accomplishing what you set a 
whole year to do hits like a truck 
come December. 

The simple solution to 
avoiding this end-of-the-year 
disappointment? Limit the New 
Year’s resolutions. 

People are drawn to setting 
challenges for themselves that 
aren't realistic to achieve. 

These high ideals are especially 
unattainable when limited by a 
global pandemic. After a year of 


constant uncertainty, the best 
thing to do in 2021 is to limit 
potential discouragement. 

This doesn’t mean that the 
drive to better ourselves in the 
new year should stop entirely. 

If you do feel the need to make 
some type of change in your life, 
there are ways to do so without 
vague and intimidating end 
results. 

Small steps and 
improvements that can be taken 
to improve your overall well- 
being should be of the utmost 
importance, especially this 
year. Start by taking the time 
to identify what it is in your life 
that you would want to improve. 
Is it an overwhelming goal? 
That’s okay. Break it down into 
small, attainable victories that 
will make you feel accomplished 
without the fear of failure. 

Much more than concrete 
ideals like weight loss or 
financial stability, mental goals 
should be of highest priority 
this year. If you forgo a New 
Year’s resolution entirely for 
2021, take the opportunity to 
practice positive affirmations 
and encouragements to yourself. 
With the turmoil of the last 
year, it would be more beneficial 
to your mental and emotional 
wellness to practice positive 
self-talk in preparation for, and 
throughout, the new year. 

Overall, New Year’s 
resolutions are not a necessity. 
Changes to our lives do not 
have to be made on a grand, 
public scale for them to matter. 
If 2020 taught us anything, 
it’s that life can change in a 
moment and those goals that we 
once thought to be the end-all- 
be-all of our years shouldn’t be 
anything remotely close. The 
success of your year shouldn’t 
be determined by reaching one 
implausible goal. Rather, we 
should find fulfillment in the 
little victories that do more to 
make us better each day of the 
year. 
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Students join protest against private state prisons 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor 


Ina historic move, in July of 
2020, the United States De- 
partment of Justice declared the 
Alabama men’s prison system 
unconstitutional. 

According to Alabama Ap- 
pleseed, this marked “the first 
time in the 39-year history of the 
Civil Rights of Institutionalized 
Persons Act (CRIPA), the U.S. 
Department of Justice found 
an entire state prison system for 
men operating in violation of the 
U.S. Constitution.” 

As part of a proposed plan to 
address this, Governor Kay Ivey 
announced on Feb. 12, 2019 that 
the state would be building three 
new prisons. It was later con- 
firmed that these prisons would 
be built and owned by private 
companies and would be leased 
to the state. 

This decision by Ivey was met 
by significant backlash by many 
activist groups, such as Alabami- 
ans for Fair Justice. Much of the 
discontent was due to the lack of 
warning for local residents, who 
found out through local newspa- 
pers and friends they would have 
a prison constructed nearby. 

Residents of Brierfield, Ala. 
reacted to this with extreme op- 
position and formed a Facebook 
group called “Block the Brier- 
field Prison” to coordinate their 
efforts. 

The Alabamian reached out 
again to ADOC regarding some 
of the concerns of Brierfield resi- 
dents but received no response. 

Ivey has insisted this plan 
is the best for the state and has 
made every indication that she 
will continue forward it, despite 
the DOJ’s decision to file a law- 
suit for failure to come up with 
“a settlement that would correct 
the deficiencies identified by the 
department's investigation.” 

According to the press release 
on the DOJ website, “For over 
20 months the department has 
engaged in negotiations with 


the state without achieving a 
settlement that would correct 
the deficiencies identified by the 
department's investigation.” 

The argument over Alabama’s 
prisons has aided in the forma- 
tion of other groups, such as 
the Alabama Students Against 
Prisons, a coalition of students 
from a variety of campus’s whose 
mission statement is “organizing 
tomorrow’s leaders to combat the 
racialized systems that perpetuate 
Alabama’s prison crisis.” 

While ASAP has a wide range 
of volunteers and associates, it has 
five board members that lead the 
group: Morgan Duckett, a senior 
industrial design major at Auburn 
University, Hannah Krawcyzk, a 
senior public administration ma- 
jor at AU, Solomon Balaam-Reed, 
a senior political science major 
at the University of Montevallo, 
David Zell, a junior political 
science major at the University of 
Alabama and Isabel Coleman, a 
junior philosophy major at Yale 
University. 

‘The group had originally been 
planning a march in Montgomery 
on Saturday, Jan. 9 but moved 
the event online due to safety 
concerns after the riots in D.C. on 
Jan. 6. 

“For something that — like, 
the virtual side of it — expanded 
in less than 48 hours, I think it 
went fantastic, all things consid- 
ered,” said Krawcyzk. “Folks were 
engaged and excited and I mean, 
you can look on social media and 
see the opposition to this...we did 
have a phone banking portion 
of this to elected officials where 
we all kind of just hang out and 
made calls that we disagreed with 
this prison construction plan 
strongly, as students and as people 
who live in Alabama. I think it 
went fantastic and it was only 
the first step, as we're going to 
hopefully continue doing events 
like that.” 

Going forward, the group 


Men’s lacrosse cont. 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 


that they are wearing their masks 
and practicing social distancing,” 
said Lange. 

The COVID pandemic poses 
challenges not only off the field, 
but on it as well. 

The exhibition match planned 
for Jan. 30 at Birmingham-South- 
ern will be a unique challenge, 
due to COVID. All four schools 
and administrations are trying to 
ensure that the teams maintain 
proper testing guidelines to keep 
the match on schedule. 

For the upcoming season itself, 
however, the Montevallo players 
to keep an eye on are Thomas 
Vaesen, Dylan Witt and Kyle 
Little. 

The three athletes are leaders 
in the program, with Vaesen lead- 


ing the program with 126 goals, 
32 assists for 158 points through 
2.5 seasons. Witt is the current 
program leader in turnovers, and 
Little leads the program in all 
goalie categories. Little is also 

a two-time Great Lakes Valley 
Conference (GLVC) goalkeeper 
of the year for his freshman and 
sophomore seasons. 

“We're very excited for the 
upcoming season. We hope that 
everyone on campus can stay safe 
and healthy and that athletics at 
UM can bring back a sense of 
normalcy to campus,” said Lange. 
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Students gather outside Regions to protest private prisons. Photo courtesy of ASAP. 


plans to partner with some other 
groups focused on criminal justice 
in the state. 

Duckett explained that ASAP 
has plans to join with a coali- 
tion called “Alabamians for Fair 
Justice.” 

“We're in talks with all of 
these people because this issue is 
so unilaterally invested, like al- 
most every person in Alabama has 
a reason to speak up with this,” 
said Duckett. 

While Ivey has largely re- 
mained unresponsive to the con- 
cerns voiced by various groups, 
several legislators have responded. 
According to Duckett, ASAP 
has made progress speaking with 
both Democrat and Republican 
lawmakers, many of whom do 
not like Ivey’s executive overreach 
regarding the prisons. 

“They've been kept so in the 
dark by the governor that often 
they don’t know as much as our 
investigations have revealed... 
it’s understandable and it is also 





shocking because you want your 
representatives to know this and 
be aligned with you. But we’ve 
had a pretty good experience 
talking with legislators at the state 
level,” said Duckett. 

In addition to stopping the 
construction of the new prisons, 
they are demanding the removal 
of the Habitual Felony Offender 
Act, among other changes they 
believe will help improve the con- 
ditions in the Alabama prisons. 

For Balaam-Reed, there was 
a more personal note to some of 
these demands. He stated that 
he had family members who had 
been in the prison system for over 
20 years for marijuana. 

“This is [a] state that has a 
well-known history of bigotry and 
racism, both in prisons and out 
of them...Being a Black student 
from Alabama who goes to school 
in Alabama — I think it is such 
a unique position and one that I 
get to use my privilege that I have 
gained with being in college to 
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y know try and do the best good 
that I can...I think that one thing 
we've all tried to do with our pro- 
test is centering Black voices and 
having Black empowerment and 
activist speaking on issues that 
affect them, because it does affect 
us more than other people,” said 
Balaam Reed. 

When asked if they had a mes- 
sage for students in Alabama, Zell 
said, “We all want to have a state 
we can be proud to call home. 
Don’t feel like this isn’t your 
fight. ..it is going to take everyone 
in this state coming together to 
oppose this plan.” 

Speaking directly about 
Montevallo, Balaam-Reed said 
“even though we are a small 
campus, and we are a blue dot in 
a red wave in Alabama. We’re not 
alone.” 
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Pita Pit replaces Moe’s over winter break 


By AUBRIE CHASTAIN 


As the spring semester begins 
at Montevallo, students with set 
meal plans now have a new option 
with the opening of Pita Pit. Even 
though Pita Pit has only been 
open for a week, students have 
tried and tasted what Pita Pit has 
to offer and experience what the 
company is all about. 

Pita Pit is a well-known 
restaurant for its pita sandwiches 
that come with a variety of fresh 
vegetables and meats. Since the 
addition of Pita Pit, long lines of 
students occupy the area waiting 
to try their sandwiches. 

Here, students can customize 
sandwiches, as well as rice and 
quinoa bowls. Pita Pit also has a 
variety of specialty pitas such as 
chicken pesto, Thai chicken and 
many more. 

Pita Pit also offers smoothie 
options such as Banana Very Ber- 
ry, Berry Go Round, Blue Bayou 
and Mango Tango, a popular 
choice here at Montevallo. There 
are also cookies offered for those 
looking for something sweet. 

Students are allotted a certain 
number of swipes on their meal 
plan to use at Pita Pit. Even if 
students do not use their swipes 
there, they can still be used at 
the cafeteria. For those swipes 
allotted to Pita Pit, there are two 
combos that can be used for the 
student’s meal plan. 

Jason Quarles, the director of 
dining services, said, “After we’ve 
been open a few weeks and know 
what pitas the students like, we 
can make one of those two a set 
meal and swap the other one each 
week but right now we've been 
swapping both until the franchise 
is open and running and has a 
sales history.” 

For the first week back at 
school, students could choose 
between the two meals, Chicken 
Souvlaki and Vegetarian Black 
Bean Patty. For these meals, 
students also receive chips and a 
drink along with the sandwich. 

For the second week, the two 
meals was Thai Chicken and 


Continued... 


the city will host a hearing 
on the matter of revoking or 
refusing to renew a business 
license for failure to comply 
with the municipal fire code. 

The council also approved 
a resolution to allow Mayor 
Rusty Nix to partner with 
engineering company Garver 
USA to install sidewalk along 
State Road 25. 

Council member Leila 
Mitchell expressed concerns 
about the project due to the 
lack of streetlights in the 
area; believing this would 
produce hazardous condi- 
tions for pedestrians. Howev- 
er, Nix reassured “that could 
be another project that we're 
working on,” and encouraged 
Mitchell to create another 
project to remedy that issue 
in conjunction with the 
Montevallo Development 
Cooperative District. 

The next City Council 
meeting will be held Mon- 
day, Jan. 25, at 6:00 p.m. The 
meeting will be livestreamed 
on the city’s Facebook page. 
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Vegetarian Falafel. 

Quarles said, “Watch social 
media for posts about the specials 
each week.” 

Because students have differ- 
ent meal plans, certain plans are 
allotted different amounts of meal 
exchanges for Pita Pit. The meal 
exchanges are as follows: 

Weekly Plans: 

Residential Unlimited plans 
have 5 meal exchanges per week 

Residential 15 plans have 5 per 
week 

Residential 10 have 3 per week 


Block plans: 

Residential 200 Block plan has 
18 per semester 

Commuter 300 plan has 25 


By CADY INABINETT 


Ugandan Presidential Elec- 
tion 

Ugandans voted this past 
Thursday, Jan. 14, in a presiden- 
tial election between current 
president Yoweri Museveni—an 
authoritarian leader who has held 
power since 1986, and opposi- 
tion leader Bobi Wine. However, 
Wine and other opposition leaders 
allege that the election is being 
rigged. 

Wednesday night, on the eve 
of the election, internet access was 
cut off for the entire country. The 
opposition party alleges that this 
was a move to prevent citizens 
from monitoring the outcome of 
the election. Museveni’s ad- 
ministration instead claims that 
internet blackouts prevent foreign 
bias from influencing the election 
process—following Facebook’s re- 
moval of several Uganda accounts 
with links to Museveni due to 


exchanges per semester 

Commuter 150 has 15 per 
semester 

Commuter 85 has 7 per 
semester 

Commuter 40 has 3 per 


semester 


So far, students seem to be 
pleased with the change from 
Moe’s to Pita Pit. 

Delaney Eaves, sophomore 
musical theatre and communi- 
cations studies major, said, “You 
wouldn’t expect it but the Pita Pit 
doesn’t just have good food, the 
smoothies are also amazing.” 

Another sophomore, Sabri- 
na Smith, history major, had a 
delightful experience at Pita Pit. 





coordinated inauthentic behavior. 
On Friday, Wine reported via 
Twitter that the Ugandan military 
had entered his home and “taken 
control”—saying “we are in 
serious trouble.” This came hours 
after Wine tweeted allegations 
that the election was rigged and 
encouraged his supporters to par- 
ticipate in peaceful protests. 
However, a Ugandan military 
spokeswoman, Brigadier General 
Flavia Byekwaso has said that 
Wine’s reports are “not true.” In- 
stead, she said there is a military 
presence in Magere, the village 
where Wine lives, and that Wine 
should “appreciate” the efforts 
being made to protect him. 
These actions come amidst 
an already tumultuous election 
season. Wine was arrested several 
times during his campaign but 
was never charged. However, 49 
of Wine’s supporters have been 


Smith tried a Buffalo Chicken 
bowl because it was popular and 
said that her food was good. 

“The employees were so nice, 
gave me recommendations, you 
could tell that they were happy to 
be there and it put me in a better 
mood,” noted Smith noted. 

Smith additionally said that it 
felt like the Pita Pit had more va- 
riety to offer than the Moe’s did. 

Janie Taylor, a freshman 
graphic design major, bought a 
gyro at Pita Pit. 

“Tt was nice to try it because 
the place is new and I felt com- 
fortable asking the employees 
questions and recommendations,” 
said Taylor. 

Taylor mentioned that the 


arrested and criminally charged. 
Additionally, 54 people were 
killed in November following 
riots over Wine’s arrest. 

On Wednesday, the U.S. am- 
bassador to Uganda announced 
that the embassy will not be 
observing the election due to a de- 
cision made by Ugandan election 
authorities to deny accreditation 
to majority of members on the ob- 
servation team. More than 75% of 
accreditations requested had been 
denied. Election authorities had 
also denied the European Union’s 
offer to “deploy a small team 
of electoral experts” to observe 
election proceedings. However, 
observation missions have been 
deployed by the African Union 
and the East African bloc. 

Historically, there hasn’t been 
a peaceful transfer of power in 
Uganda since 1962—when the 
country gained independence 
from Britain. Elections are often 
fraught with accusations of fraud 
and abuses of power by the ruling 


body. 


Final Federal Execution Un- 
der Trump Administration 

Dustin Higgs, the last federal 
inmate scheduled to be executed 
under Trump’s administration, 
was executed Jan. 16. This follows 
thirteen other executions of 
federal inmates after the Trump 
administration decided to begin 
federal executions in July 2020 
after a seventeen-year hiatus. 

Higgs, who was convicted for 
killing three women on a Mary- 





portion sizes were perfect for her 
as well. 

Another freshman, Eric Davis, 
Jr., theatre major, noted that the 
food was good but felt that Pita 
Pit was a little too costly. Davis 
said, “I tried a steak, egg, cheddar 
and spinach sandwich, but nine 
dollars for it was too much.” 

Anna Brasfield, freshman 
communications major, tried 
the southwest fajita from Pita 
Pit. Brasfield expressed, “The 
sandwich was super good and the 
chicken and vegetables were all 
fresh.” 

Overall, students have taken 
a liking to the opening of Pita 
Pit and the options they have 
available. 


land wildlife refuge in 1996, was 
not proven to have shot the wom- 
en, and was instead an accomplice 
in the crime. William Haynes, 
the man who did fatally shoot the 
women, was spared the death sen- 
tence. Higgs’s lawyers argue that 
it is inappropriate for Higgs to be 
executed when Haynes was not. 

Additionally, Higgs’s petition 
for clemency argued that he has 
been a model prisoner and an ex- 
cellent father to his son, who was 
born shortly after his arrest. The 
petition also claimed that Higgs’s 
traumatic childhood was not 
“meaningfully presented to the 
jury at trial,” as Higgs’s mother 
died of cancer when he was ten 
years old. 

Defense attorneys did win 
temporary stays of executions 
this past week for Higgs and 
another inmate, Corey Johnson, 
after arguing that their recent 
COVID-19 infections would put 
them at a higher risk of unnec- 
essary suffering during lethal 
injection. However, this decision 
went on to be overruled by higher 
courts. Johnson was executed on 
Thursday night. 

One of Higgs’s attorneys, 
Shawn Nolan, said the sudden in- 
flux in federal executions is politi- 
cally motivated, as President-Elect 
Joe Biden has said he will seek an 
end to the death penalty. How- 
ever, the Trump administration 
insists that the justice department 
is simply upholding existing laws. 
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Review: Marvel’s new “WandaVision” 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 


“WandaVision” is the first 
Marvel original series released 
on Disney’s streaming service 
Disney+. Its release cycle began on 
Jan. 15 with the release of the first 
two episodes and will continue 
with weekly releases until Mar. 9 
with a total of 9 episodes. Each 
episode runtime is roughly over 
half an hour. 

So far, the premiere has re- 
vealed the show to be an eccen- 
tric but competent sitcom that 
celebrates television’s past. 

The series follows Wanda Max- 
imoff and Vision as they attempt 
to fit in a suburban community. 
As they continue in this endeavor, 
they are hit with situations that 
point toward the fact that things 
are not as they seem. 

Despite the atypical scenario, 
this show is a continuation of the 
events of “Avengers: Endgame” 
and the first Disney+ series that is 
part of Phase Four of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe. There are 
the inner-workings of establish- 
ing a broader connection to the 
MCU as this series is supposed 
to connect with the film “Doc- 
tor Strange in the Multiverse of 
Madness.” 

‘The show itself is presented in 
an old-school sitcom format. It is 
initially in black and white and 
sections were even filmed in front 
of a live studio audience. These 
creative choices grant the show 
a unique aesthetic to set it apart 


from the rest of the MCU. 

In a press conference, cre- 
ator of the series, Jac Schaeffer 
commented on the research that 
was done in order to capture 
the aesthetic of old sitcoms. She 
explained that “it really was 
almost like doing an accent or 
period piece. Especially with the 
“50s and ‘60s, we would compile 
these big lists of sayings of the 
era... there were adjustments and 
improvements for all those little 
textual things... And then, as we 
move forward, the sitcoms of the 
“90s are burned into my actual 
DNA, so that was not much of a 
challenge.” 

The influences and bases of 
the show are clear, not only due 
to visual aesthetic but also due to 
references and nods to different 
nuances of the past. There is a 
visual gag in episode 2 centered 
on the separation of the couple’s 
beds in reference to the early 
industry’s squeamishness toward 
showing married couples in bed, 
like the separated beds on “I Love 
Lucy.” Episode 2 also features an 
animated intro which is likely 
in reference to the series “Be- 
witched.” 

The composer for the series is 
Christophe Beck, known for his 
work on “Ant-Man,” “Ant-Man 
and the Wasp” and “Frozen.” 

In a production brief, he 
explained his approach, “For each 
(TV) era, the music is a loving 


By MAKAYLA MONTGOMERY 


homage to the sitcom scores typi- 
cal of the time period.” 

According to Beck, “this 
involved not only the instrumen- 
tation, but also the composition 
style.” 

He also mentioned that he 
found it “exciting to find ways 
to connect scores together even 
as they span the stylistic variety 
across all episodes.” 

It is a wonder that Disney 
approved such an unconventional 
show. Wanda and Vision are not 
flagship characters of the MCU 
and there are no traditional action 
scenes in the first two episodes. 

‘The show is a refreshing 
change of pace from the tradi- 
tional Marvel formula. The series 
grants an opportunity to slow 
down and explore the characters 
of Wanda and Vision who often 
got neglected due to the larger 
picture of the Marvel franchise. 

The setting is a great choice, 
and its jovial nature helps punc- 
tuate the odd and unsettling mo- 
ments that are breaking through 
Wanda’s utopia. The running gag 
of in-universe commercials and 
their connections to different 
MCU organizations is a great 
addition. 

Hopefully, the series will 
continue to build off the base of 
these first two episodes without 
changing direction too far. 








“Wandavision” promotional photos. 





Aries: You're electric this 
week, Aries! Your ambition 
is obvious to your admir- 
ers. Keep that spark going 
by starting a new creative 
project. Wear something 
red this week. 


Taurus: Tune into your 
wanderlust, Taurus. Use 
your planning skills but 
keep your caution in your 
pocket. Go somewhere that 
feels green. 


Gemini: Express yourself 
this week, Gemini. You've 
been holding something in 
and it’s time to stop let- 
ting it fester. Find a way to 
breathe in some light this 


week. 


Cancer: Put on your 
listening ears, Cancer. It’s 
time to take in the criti- 
cism you've been tuning 
out. Allow yourself to take 
in unfiltered advice. Hold 
something silver. 
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Leo: Your energy is need- 
ed this week, Leo. You're 
having all the fun and oth- 
ers want in! Start some con- 
versations. Do something 
dramatic. 


Virgo: You've been hold- 
ing yourself back, Virgo. 
Your hard work is paying 
off, be indulgent this week. 
Eat a piece of chocolate. 


Libra: Take some time to 
yourself this week Libra. 
You can't be everywhere 
at once. We know that you 
could if you would. Think 
pink this week. 


Scorpio: Chin up, Scor- 
pio! You've been exception- 
ally moody, but fret not, 
now is the time to release 
the tension. Wear purple 
to combat your usual dark 
wardrobe. 


Sagittarius: chill out, 
Sagittarius! You've been 
giving off energy that those 
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around you aren't ready to 
receive. Be more patient. 
Feel the blueness. 


Capricorn: You're as 
productive as ever, Capri- 
corn. This is your season 
but be careful not to over- 
extend. The bigger pic- 
ture will reveal itself soon 
enough. Sit in a comfort- 


able chair. 


Aquarius: Now is your 
moment, Aquarius! You've 
been a social butterfly 
lately. Ride this high for as 
long as you can. Go with 
the flow. 


Pisces: You're perplexed 
this week, Pisces. Try put- 

ting the pieces where they 
don’t seem to fit. Anything 
is possible. See the yellow. 


(Yes, you!) 
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UM student Alexis Martinez joins Shelby Humane Society 


By HANNAH IRVIN, Copy editor 


The Shelby Humane Society 
has cared for thousands of ani- 
mals since their opening in 1977 
and they don’t plan on slowing 
down any time soon. 

They recently added a new 
member to their team to serve as 
the Volunteer Coordinator. 

Alexis Martinez is a communi- 
cation studies major with a minor 
in Nonprofit Studies and she will 
graduate this spring. 

As Volunteer Coordinator, 
she is responsible for “recruit- 
ing volunteers for both on-site 
and off-site assignments for the 
shelter, manag|ing] volunteers for 
community service hours, coor- 
dinat[ing] with staff on volunteer 
assignments, and train[ing] new 
volunteers.” 

Martinez said she was already 
working at the shelter as an 
intake specialist and was offered 
the position after interviewing 
Shelby Humane Society’s Public 
Relations Coordinator for a class 
assignment. 

In reference to wanting the 
role, she said, “it was an opportu- 
nity to become an administrator 
at a nonprofit that I love and step 
into my career upon graduation.” 

When asked what she wished 
the public knew about the shelter, 
Martinez replied, “I wish others 


knew that SHS has many more 
programs and services to offer 
besides just coming to adopt pets, 
such as the fostering, low-cost 
vaccine clinics and pet retention.” 

Not only does Shelby Humane 
Society offer adoption, fostering, 
vaccine clinics, and pet retention, 
as Martinez shared, but they also 
have a program called SafePet, 
dedicated to caring for the pets of 
domestic abuse survivors as they 
focus on getting the support they 
need. The program was launched 
in 2018 and is one of the only of 
its kind in the state. 

In addition to supporting the 
community through outreach 
programs, the organization 
increased their adoption rates 
by providing basic obedience 
training to eligible pets in their 
care. The training is provided 
by volunteers trained on-site by 
certified trainers and is called 
WoofPack. Martinez encourages 
the community to volunteer at the 
shelter or foster cats and dogs to 
“get them one step closer to their 
forever home!” 

While adjusting to her new 
position, Martinez said she 
has learned “just how great of 
a village it takes to operate a 
nonprofit and that proper, ethical 
communication is so important to 


maintaining operations.” 

Her communication skills 
have been honed by the commu- 
nication studies program at UM, 
and she credits her professors for 
contributing to her growth. The 
past two virtual school semesters 
have helped prepare her for more 
technical aspects of the job — 
conducting volunteer tours and 
orientation online to reduce the 
number of people in the shelter as 
part of COVID-19 protocol. 

Although normal fundraising 
events have been rescheduled 
or canceled due to COVID-19, 
adoption events are still taking 
place off-site, and cats are avail- 
able for adoption at PetSmart in 
Alabaster. 

Martinez says her favorite part 
of her new position is “helping 
people fulfill their passions for 
animal welfare and service while 
also enriching and saving the lives 
of so many cats and dogs.” 

However, she ultimately 
dreams of running her own non- 
profit one day. She wants to focus 
on underdeveloped, low-income 
areas, and is “soaking in the 
experience working in a nonprofit 
and really working for the service 
of others, human or not.” 





Alexis Martinez, senior communications major. Photo by Mad- 
elyn Alexander, Photo editor. 


CROSSWORD: US Presidents 


By ANNAPRENZIE KOCSIS 


DOWN 


11. This was the first president 
to be inaugurated in Washing- 
ton D.C. 


2. This president got stuck in 
the bathtub. 


3. He toppled outhouses for 
fun as a kid. 


4. This president's father was 
the former ambassador to En- 
gland from the U.S. during 
WWII 


5. This president ended the 
US. involvement in the Viet- 
nam War. 


9. This president shares a 
name with the second pres- 
ident, but his middle name 
is... 


10. This president’s inaugura- 
tion was in New York. 


11. This president’s inaugura- 
tion was the firstto be photo- 
graphed with a camera. 


12. This president was an offi- 
cer on a nuclear submarine. 


13. In the Broadway musical 
“Hamilton, he was men- 
tioned, but never made a 
physical appearance. 


14. He was known for honesty, 
but he was also 
known as the “rail splitter” 


18. He was not elected pres- 
ident, but was vice president 
when Nixon resigned. 


ACROSS 


6. This president’s nickname 
was Ike. 


7. This president’s wife ran for 
presidency and lost. 


8. Blamed for the Great De- 
pression. 


11. This president’s inaugura- 
tion was the first to be photo- 
graphed with a camera. 


15. This was the first president 
to fly while serving in the 
white house. 


16. This president was known 
as a man of few words. 


17. This president’s inaugu- 
ration was the first to be re- 
corded with motion pictures. 


19. This the last vice president 
for FDR. 


20. He tried to put the coun- 
try in the League of Nations 
(the predecessor of United 
Nations). 
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By HARRISON NEVILLE, 
Managing editor 


Protest in Russia as oppo- 
sition leader is arrested 

On Tuesday, Jan. 26, well 
known Russian opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny was 
sentenced to two years and 
eight months imprisonment 
for violating his parole. 

Navalny was originally 
sentenced to three and a half 
years after being convicted for 
fraud in 2014. 

According to NPR, the 
European Court of Human 
Rights ruled in 2017 that 
Navalny had been tried unfair- 
ly, ordering Russia to pay 
him compensation, which it 
complied with. 

According to the New York 
Times, Navalny had been 
detained several times for 
short stays of a few weeks in 
jail, which many believed were 
meant to contain him without 
making him a political martyr. 

After completing his 
treatment, Navalny returned 
to Russia on Jan. 17, at which 
point he was arrested by offi- 
cials for violating his parole. 

His arrest triggered protest 
all across Russia, and a report 
from the Associated Press 
stated that tens of thousands 
of people have taken to the 
streets to protest Navalny’s 
arrest. On Jan. 31 over 5,000 
were arrested; most were 
released after being issued a 
court summons and will face a 
fine or 7-15 days in prison. 

Western leaders around 
the world have called for the 
release of Navalny. 

Russia has dismissed the 
concerns of other nations and, 
according to the Associated 
Press, dismissed Western con- 
cerns as foreign meddling. 
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SGA Town Hall for human trafficking awareness 


By AUBRIE CHASTAIN 
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Graphic by Zoe Hall, Editor in chief. 


On Wednesday, Jan. 27, SGA 
hosted a Town Hall to raise 
awareness around the issue of sex 
trafficking. 

Two speakers, Ellie Friedman 
and Abby Grace Worrell of the 
Guardian Group in partner- 
ship with the Junior League of 
Birmingham presented a Power- 
Point to discuss the topic of sex 
trafficking. 

Through the Junior League of 
Birmingham, Friedman and Wor- 
rell offer free community training, 
and work with hospitality services 
such as hotels to spread awareness 
about trafficking. 

To start off the presentation, 
Friedman and Worrell explained 
what sex trafficking is. Traffick- 
ing is classified as a commercial 
sex act that involves force, fraud 
or coercion. When it involves 
trafficking minors, force, fraud 
or coercion do not have to be 
proven. 

There are also different types 
of trafficking. Familial trafficking, 
survival sex, Romeo pimp, Gorilla 
pimp and illicit massage parlors 


were some of the types of traffick- 
ing discussed in the PowerPoint. 

The two explained trafficking 
is a business, and not only is it 
a business, but one thriving in 
Birmingham and other nearby 
locations. Traffickers are successful 
because they target girls who are 
more vulnerable, such as girls who 
are in foster care. 

In Birmingham alone, it is 
a 100-million-dollar industry. 
Typically, the average buyers are 
33-44 years old, 1/3 of buyers are 
married and many have children 
under 18 years old. For those 
being trafficked, the average age 
of entry into the sex trade is 15 
years old. 

Birmingham is a hub for sex 
trafficking due to its wide con- 
nections of interstates that lead to 
many major cities in the South. 
In 2017, Birmingham reported 
having 122,000 escort ads and in 
those ads 88,000 of them were in 
the 18-25 age category. In those 
122,000 ads, 2,600 were minors 
for sale. 

As the presentation carried on, 


OBLUE 
CAMPAIGN 


One Voice. One Mission. End Human Trafficking, 


In 2017, Birmingham 


To report suspicious 


reported having activity, call 911 or 
122,000 escort ads, the Blue Campaign 
2,600 of which were 


minors for sale, 


Friedman and Worrell explained 
community indicators to look 

for if concerned that someone is 
being trafficked. One is if a victim 
cannot tell you where they are or 
where they are from. 

Another indication could be 
multiple computers and cell- 
phones, as well as unexplained 
cash, condoms and other sex 
items. Another sign can be certain 
language or words. Lastly, is a 
sudden change in behavior and 
appearance in a young person. 

While there are community 
indicators in actions, there are also 
indicators in appearance. Brands 
and tattoos of a crown, rose or 
someones name can often be an 
indicator. Another indicator is if a 
girl seems inappropriately dressed 
for her age. 

If a minor is seen with some- 
one at a hotel during school hours 
or late at night, this can also a 
sign. The last sign the presentation 
mentioned was if a young person 
is being demanded or controlled 
and is not willing to make eye 
contact. 


at 1-866-347-2423, 


Friedman and Worrell had a 
small activity for the audience 
to participate in. The idea of the 
game was to look at the images 
shown on the presentation slide 
for a minute and then in the chat 
option of Zoom, say all the images 
you could recall. 

After the audience participated 
in this brief activity, Friedman and 
Worrell explained that the mental 
notes we used for this activity 
are also the same mental notes 
we must make when faced with 
indications that someone may be 
trafficked. 

Friedman and Worrell furthe- 
more explained how fast we must 
act upon our intuitions when 
faced with the difficult situations 
dealing with sex trafficking. 

With all the facts and statistics 
laid out about sex trafficking, 
Friedman and Worrell explained 
what to do if you do suspect sex 
trafficking. The first thing to note 


is to not confront the victim, as 
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Interstellar hopes to make move to Montevallo 


By CADY INABINETT, City beat reporter 


i 





Photo of Victory Autos on Montevallo Main Street. Photo by Zoe Hall, editor in chief. 


A recent point of discus- 
sion for the Montevallo City 
Council has been the fate of 
the former Victory Autos and 
Collision Center. 

The city purchased the 
building last February and has 
since been working on refur- 
bishing the building in hopes 
to bring a new business into the 
location. Currently, the city is 
in negotiations with a potential 
tenet, Interstellar Ginger Beer 
and Exploration Company. 

Interstellar has operated a 


INSIDE 
THIS 
ISSUE 


brewery in Alabaster, near the 
Shelby County Airport, since 
2017 and specializes in brewing 
ginger beer. The brewery, co- 
owned by Dr. Shane Kelly and 
Daniel Sims, was the first to open 
in Shelby County. 

‘The pair aim to “provide our 
community with creative, high 
quality beers and a lively place to 
gather on the weekends.” At their 
current location, they operate 
a taproom and a distribution 
business—distributing their beer 
to bars, restaurants and groceries 
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across the state. 

Interstellar’s statewide distri- 
bution has been highlighted as an 
asset to Montevallo in previous 
city council meetings with Kelly, 
pointing out that Montevallo’s 
name would appear on their 
packaging, providing publicity for 
the city. 

With this new location, 
Interstellar is hoping to expand 
its production to include malt 
beers. They also plan to include 
guest taps at their bar, featuring a 
variety of brews from other local 
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breweries. Other plans for the 
new location include putting in 
pool tables, dart boards, projec- 
tion screens, a stage for full bands 
and classic arcade games. 

When asked why the company 
wanted to open a new location 
in Montevallo, Kelly responded, 
“The city of Montevallo is cute 
and funky. We really think our 
‘weird beer’ will fit hand and 
glove there.” 

He also added that the Victory 
building, where the brewery 
would be located, would allow for 
the company to “have more space 
for production and more space for 
hosting events... than we do at 
our current location.” 

However, Interstellar’s poten- 
tial opening has not come without 
debate. At previous city council 
meetings, many citizens, as well 
as current Mayor Rusty Nix, had 
expressed concerns that taking 
on the Victory Building renova- 
tion project might cause the city 
unnecessary financial burden. 

In a council meeting last 
September, Nix said, “I think a 
brewery would be great here in 
town, but it just doesn’t fit that 
building as far as square footage 
and the price that we’re paying for 
the amount of sales revenue that 
you'd get back.” 

Kelly has since said that he is, 
“open to doing whatever it takes 
to make this economical for the 
city.” 

As of now, there is not an 


Student feature . 


Calendar of events . 


estimated opening date for the 
Montevallo location. 

“This is a very large and 
exciting project with a lot of 
moving parts. We are currently 
negotiating with the city about 
being a tenant on the property. 
‘The wheels are in motion and we 
hope to be moving our business 
as soon as the building is ready,” 
said Kelly, when asked about the 
progress of the project. 
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Calls for unity have dominated 
the political world for the last few 
weeks, and they peaked recently 
after Joe Biden’s inauguration. 

Both sides of the political 
spectrum have something to 
say for unity, but at the end of 
the day, the concept of unity 
will change for each party. 
Republicans believe unity 
means Democrats have to 
consider outrageous ideas and 
conspiracy theories that have been 
consistently supported by the likes 
of Rep. Marjorie Taylor Green 
and other Republican officials. 

Democrats look towards unity 
as addressing the current crises 
that face America, together on a 
united front. 

Republicans have taken 
President Biden’s calls for unity 
out of context. He has set the 
tone of his presidency to unite the 
country to move past the previous 
president’s four years of chaos and 
turmoil. 

In his inauguration speech, 
Biden did not say he was going to 
cater to the wants and desires of 
the Republican party. 

Instead, he addressed the 
“attack on democracy and on 
truth” and the multiple crises 
we face as Americans: “A raging 
virus...Growing inequity...The 
sting of systemic racism...[and] A 
climate in crisis.” 

Unity will not come from 
submitting to the Republican 
party. It comes from passing 
common-sense legislation, 
regardless of bipartisan support, 
so that we may finally address 
the most pressing issues of our 
country. Biden himself said, “if 
you pass a piece of legislation that 
breaks down on party lines, but 
it gets passed, it doesn’t mean 
there wasn’t unity; it just means it 
wasn’t bipartisan.” 

While politicians speculate on 
what unity looks like, we cannot 
forget that whatever shape it 
takes, it will not exist without 
accountability. 

Those who were involved 
in the Capitol Insurrection 
and those who promoted, and 
continue to encourage, the lies 
that Biden lost the election 
must be held accountable. 

Trump was impeached, and 
the eight senators and 139 House 
Representatives who voted to 





overturn the election must be held 
accountable. 

We cannot continue to talk 
about this country’s future 
when there are people in our 
government who believe in 
conspiracy theories like Q-Anon 
or support the execution of the 
Speaker of the House, Nancy 
Pelosi. How are we supposed 
to ‘unite’ with a party that is 
represented this way? A party 
that has politicized a pandemic, 
and has cost the lives of 400,000 
Americans, is a party you cannot 
unite with. 

Imagine you rob a bank, and 
while you're robbing the bank, 
your actions result in people 
dying. When you're caught, 
you can't just give the money 
back and say sorry. You face the 
consequences and are arrested. 
You are held accountable, and the 
same should go for our country. 
Trump and the other Republicans 
cannot take back their actions 
and words. Their rhetoric has 
resulted in real consequences 
of people dying and our system 
of government weakening. 
Without accountability, hate and 
misinformation will continue 
to stress the foundations of 
our nation until it ultimately 
collapses. 

However, in the end, unity will 
always be evoked by politicians to 
be used to appeal to the public. 
To be cynical, it is often a half 
empty promise. 

Nevertheless, it is a useful 
reminder that there has never 
been true unity in our country. 
We may have shown to bea 
united front in times of crisis, but 
we will always be a disconnected 
state. Until we address the 
inequalities and inequities of our 
country, until we address the 
disease of greed and money that 
plagues our political system, and 
until we address the historical 
accountability needed for our 
nation, we will never have unity. 


The psychology 
of memes 


By SARAH CLAYTON 


‘The year no one will miss, 
2020. A year where a pandemic 
flourished, where the Black Lives 
Matter movement was broadcast 
around the world, and people’s 
true colors shown over the stupid 
argument of wearing a mask. Out 
of all of those struggles, however, 
people’s sense of humor seemed to 
stay consistent. 

There are a plethora of memes 
ranging from ridiculous topics, 
such as the movie “Cats” and Elon 
Musk and Grime’s baby name, 
to memes that connect to serious 
matters such as the possibility 
of there being a third world war, 
the COVID-19 outbreak and the 
election of a new president. 

Why is it that people find the 
humor during serious situations? 
Why do we as human beings turn 
to humor as a comfort or coping 
mechanism? 

By looking into the context 
of memes, the human psyche of 
Gen Z, as well as how memes are 
a product of culture, I should be 
able to answer all these questions. 

Memes are a product of cul- 
ture. 

Richard Dawkins, British 
ethologist is credited with creating 
the word “meme.” In his work, 
“The Selfish Game,” Dawkins 
states that memes are a cultural 
parallel to biological genes. 

This theory does not mean that 
if you like a meme, you are selfish. 
It means that the reason memes 
become so popular is because of 
how in touch they are with what’s 
going on and relatable to others. 

For example, the memes about 
toilet paper back in March 2020. 
Dawkins goes into detail on how 
memes are like a parasite fighting 
for dominance within the internet 
world which is why some memes 
last longer than others. 

Sharing memes on the internet 
is similar to sharing gossip in real 
life. Both types of sharing are 
shown to be emotionally driven 
and the more stimulating it is 
emotionally the more likely it is 
to be shared. Examples of high 
stimulation emotions are joy, an- 
ger and fear, which is why memes 
that connect to serious subjects 
like fear and anger, such as World 
War 3 memes, go more viral than 
memes that evoke low stimulation 
emotions like sadness. 

There is also the bandwagon 
effect — the more people share an 
idea or belief the more likely oth- 
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ers will too, which is why memes 
are retweeted and shared across 
multiple platforms because people 
have this sense of sharing. The 
bandwagon effect also explains 
why memes die because the novel- 
ty of the meme just dies over time 
once the next meme of the month 
starts to gain popularity. 

This is why at one point society 
thought “Grumpy Cat” was hilar- 
ious until over time after seeing 
hundreds of the same Grumpy 
Cat tweet it eventually died and 
the new, hip meme was trending 
on Twitter. 

During hard times people tend 
to gravitate to things that spark 
joy in them. 

According to the CDC, in late 
June of 2020 40% of US adults 
reported struggling with mental 
health or substance use. One way 
people tend to cope with strug- 
gling mental health is through 
humor. 

Humor is a great way to fight 
depression and whenever one 
finds something funny, they 
usually send that to a friend 
which then leads to more shared 
laughter. 

It is scientifically proven that 
laughter makes us feel bet- 
ter. When we laugh, the brain 
decreases cortisol and other 
stress-related chemicals. 

It activates secretions of endor- 
phins, serotonin and dopamine 
which are the same chemicals we 
release when we exercise. Laugh- 
ter can dampen stress, ease pain, 
lower blood pressure, stoke your 
immune system and brighten your 
mental outlook. 

According to Emily Sands in 
her 2017 TedTalk, “More Than 
Just a Meme,” the importance of 
memes comes from their univer- 
sality and their ability to touch 
on experiences and feelings we 
all have that we do not talk about 
because society has deemed them 
shameful. 

Memes are more than just 
funny videos or pictures with 
captions, they are the language of 
humor. They help make connec- 
tions with others and help others 
find humor during dark times. 


how its going 





4:13 PM - Oct 12, 


2020 - Twitter for iPhone 








Dear readers, 


Recently, I’ve felt like ’'m 
burning out, even though we're 
only a month into the semester. 

I don’t know if it is the 
pandemic, or if I really am just 
burning out fast. Either way, the 
emotional and mental toll that 
this semester has already had on 
me is appalling. 


I feel like I have tried 


absolutely all there is to try when 
it comes to self-care. I have even 
gone so far as to adopt a cat. 

I’ve never owned my own 
pet before, only family pets, but 
having a living creature to care 
for besides myself will hopefully 
make a difference. 

That way I won't be working 
in my office all day and night. I 
just want more balance in my life, 
between work and my personal, 
life, between working and taking 
a break when I need to. The truth 
is | don’t take care of myself 
enough. 

Granted, I don’t feel like most 
college students do take care of 
themselves properly. 

We're constantly exhausted 
because we're juggling working 
full time, classwork and a healthy 
social life. We don’t usually eat 
well or get enough exercise or 
drink enough water. Well, that 
might just be me, but I digress. 

I want this letter to be some 
kind of way to keep myself 
accountable for the coming 
months. 


I want to be able to get out 
of bed on a Monday morning 
and want to dance. I want to be 
excited to wake up for my 9 a.m. 
class. I want to be excited to go to 
my Zoom meetings! 

Life hasn’t been so exciting in 
the last year. (I can’t believe it’s 
actually been a year.) It’s actually 
been the opposite. 

I used to go on runs everyday 
and take my vitamins and hit the 
books for hours and work and 
do my best. It was a lot to handle 
under normal circumstances. It’s 
too much to handle now. 

I try to give myself some slack. 
I really do. So, here is the letter 
to remind myself, and any of you 
readers, to take better care of 
yourself. 

Try to get some extra sleep 
tonight. Go on a walk. You can 
even do what I did and get a pet! 

Regardless of how much | 
may get burnt out, I feel like 
every ounce of the work I put in, 
especially into The Alabamian, is 
worth it. 

You may or may not have 


noticed that we have a podcast 
now! It is an exciting project that 
has been in the making for the 
last year and half, mostly planned 
by my predecessor and friend, 
Waid Jones, but we picked it up 
and ran with it. 

It’s called Falcons on Air, and 
I highly recommend you take a 
listen. 

Besides the podcast, we’re 
also in the midst of College 
Night season. In a normal year, 
The Alabamian would also be 
producing the College Night 
issue soon after this one, and I’m 
glad that isn’t the case this year. 
I will have more time to take in 
the unique opportunity to make 
a College Night issue for a united 
College Night season. 

With all that being said, I hope 
you enjoy what this issue has to 
offer. 


Sincerely, 
Zoe Hall 
Editor-in-chief 
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News 


Governor Ivey signs CoreCivic contract for two 
private prisons 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor 








Governor Kay Ivey signed a 
30-year lease agreement Feb. 1 to 
lease two new men prisons from 
CoreCivic. The prisons in ques- 
tion will be located in Escambia 
and Elmore counties. 

‘The Governor's office released 
copies of the lease agreements for 
the Elmore prison and the Escam- 
bia prison. 

Ivey announced in September 
2020, the locations of three new 
men’s prisons were meant to help 
address the issues that had been 
brought to light by a recent report 
by the Department of Justice. 

Instead of being owned by 
the state, these new prisons were 
proposed to be built and owned 
by private groups and then leased 
and run by the state. 

The DOJ declared in July 2020 
that Alabama men’s prisons were 
unconstitutional after alleging the 
same in April 2019. The DOJ had 
been working with the state and 
Alabama Department of Correc- 
tions to address the issues, but 
in December they filed a lawsuit 
against both Alabama and the 
ADOC. 

Ivey has said that the DOJ’s 
decision is “disappointing” and 
stated that “the state has actively 
been negotiating in good faith 
with the Department of Justice 
following the release of its find- 


ings letters.” 

The press release on the DOJ’s 
website says that “for over 20 
months the department has 
engaged in negotiations with 
the state without achieving a 
settlement that would correct 
the deficiencies identified by the 
department’s investigation.” 

The construction of these 
prisons has been met with a large 
amount of resistance and skep- 
ticism from both residents and 
legislators. 

Residents of Brierfield formed 
a Facebook group called Block 
the Brierfield Prison and have 
advocated for the prison not to 
be built in their region, citing 
environmental concerns and 
voicing complaints over the lack 
of communication from the state 
to the locals. 

In response to the announce- 
ment from the Governor’s office, 
the official spokesperson for Block 
the Brierfield prison, Jackson Mc- 
Neely, told The Alabamian that, 
“It’s extremely disappointing that 
the Governor has decided to go 
against the will of the citizens and 
strap them with this outrageous 
debt. The fact that she plans to 
sign it the day before the legisla- 
ture goes back in session is very 
telling.” 

Block the Brierfield Prison 


Town Hall cont. 


this could jeopardize safety for 
both parties. 

It is just as important to 
remember as many details about 
the potential victim and situation 
as possible. They also mentioned 
that if you see something, say 
something. Two ways a person can 
say something is to either call 911 
or report what the person saw to 
the Blue Campaign at 1-866-347- 
2423. 

To bring the presentation to 
a close, Worrell left the audience 
with the reminder that “You can- 
not see the psychological abuse a 
trafficker is going through.” 
While this Town Hall event was 
insightful and helpful for many 
Montevallo students, some mem- 
bers of SGA had some issues with 
the event. 

“T feel as though the infor- 
mation provided was outdated 
and somewhat misinformed, and 
that there weren’t actually a lot of 
resources provided to defend your- 
self and others against trafficking,” 
said Josie Jones, sophomore politi- 
cal science major. 
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Jones also noticed that there 
seemed to be informational bias 
that could potentially turn the 
audience away from the message. 

Another student, Solomon Ba- 
laam-Reed, senior class president, 
expressed, “I wish they talked 
about how it affects black and 
other minorities in the state, but 
I love all of the work that they are 
doing for the state and protecting 
these girls.” 

Despite these complaints, Reed 
said that every time the group 
comes to speak, he learns a lot. 


isa 











thealabamian.com 


was one of the 43 groups so far to 
have signed a letter sent to all the 
members of the state legislature 
protesting the imminent signing 
of the plan. 

The letter closed with an 
appeal to the legislators. The letter 
was a modified version of the one 
sent out to all the legislators by 
another member of the coali- 
tion, Alabama Students Against 
Prisons. 

ASAP represents a coalition 
of “275 Alabama students from 
28 colleges, universities, and law 
schools.” 

In their letter, ASAP drew atten- 
tion to the longevity of the con- 

tract that Ivey would be signing 

and that the burden of paying it 

would fall largely to the younger 
generation. 

“If Alabama moves forward 
with this prison construction 
plan, our generation will be 
paying for it until we retire—and 
we won't even own anything in 
the end.” 

ASAP was also one of the 
groups calling for Regions Bank 
to cease supporting CoreCivic, 
and protested outside of their 
main office in downtown Bir- 
mingham in December. Accord- 
ing to Associated Press, Regions 
bank released a statement Satur- 
day that they would be ending 


their contractual relationship with 
CoreCivic in 2023. 

Regions Spokesman Jeremy 
King stated, “We are not extend- 
ing additional credit services to 
CoreCivic, and we are specifically 
not providing CoreCivic with 
financing for the construction of 
the prisons to be built in Ala- 
bama. To be clear, Regions Bank 
is 100% committed to creating 
more inclusive prosperity and 
advancing racial equity.” 

While Ivey is able to sign the 
lease for the prisons, the budget 
that ADOC would use to pay for 
it still needs to approved by the 
state legislature. For many of the 
legislators, the amount of secrecy 
surrounding the negotiations has 
been problematic. 

According to the Associat- 
ed Press, a group of Alabama 
Lawmakers has asked Ivey’s 
administration to release more 
information, including the profit 
margins for the companies, before 
Ivey signs the lease. 

“T think this committee de- 
serves to know what the return on 
cost really is for the developers,” 
said Republican Rep. Rich Wingo 
of Tuscaloosa. 

Currently, the estimated 
cost for the prison has not been 
released, but the governor’s office 
has stated that there will be an 
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affordability cutoff of $88 million 
per year. Since the leases are set 
to be for 30 years, this would cost 
the state a total of 2.6 billion. 

This number is contested by a 
recent report by Alabama Daily 
News, which states that the ad- 
ministration shared new numbers 
with lawmakers on a Friday zoom 
call, which estimate the cost of 
the prison starting at $94 million. 
The report puts the actual total 
cost at over $3 billion with these 
new numbers. 

At this time, there is no cur- 
rent update on the third prison, 
which would be leased from 
Alabama Prison Transformation 
Partners and constructed in the 
Brierfield area. 

This is an ongoing story. Check 
our website, www.thealabamian. 
com for updates. 
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Gamers decide to play the stockmarket 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 





Image by Lorenzo via Pexels. 


What started off as a series of 
investments into GameStop stock 
has now turned into a war be- 
tween some users on Reddit and 
Wall Street, with even lawmakers 
starting to take notice. 

When discussing the situation 
on CNBC Jim Cramer, host of 
CNBC’s “Mad Money,” said that, 
“We are seeing a phenomenon 
that I have never seen and that 
is a phenomenon of... the Wall- 





StreetBets people. And they have 
ganged up... to center on a few 
stocks.” 

Over the past few years, the 
video game retailer, GameStop, 
has seen a decline in business as 
the gaming industry shifts from 
the brick-and-mortar retail and 
toward digital sales. Users of 
the subreddit r/WallStreetBets 
believed Wall Street was hasty 
in their judgement of GameStop 


and began to invest in the dying 
company. Recently, they noticed 
an opportunity to abuse the 
situation. 

By investing and inflating 
stock, they put short sellers into 
a situation known as a short 
squeeze. Short sellers are those 
who bet that the stock price 
would fall in order to profit but 
when the stock price increased 
instead, they may choose to buy 
the stock at a higher price to cut 


— RECAP— 


By WESLEY HYDE, Digital media manager 


The first SGA of the meeting of 
the semester was on Wednesday, 
Jan 20. 

It began with an announce- 
ment that a Board of Trustees 
meeting would be held in Febru- 
ary and that there will be a blood 
drive held on Feb. 16. 

This was followed by Freshman 
Forum presenting Resolution 
2021 R-002. This resolution 
focused on visitation restrictions 
in the campus dorms, mainly 
retaining the current restrictions. 

After being asked the purpose 
of the resolution, the Freshman 
Forum presenters stated it was 
meant more to signify to the 
Board of Trustees that the stu- 
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alabamian@montevallo.edu or DM us 
on social media 


dents care about the safety of the 
dorms. 

In contrast, a SGA member 
brought up student surveys 
which pointed to complaints 
about the current restrictions that 
are in place. 

After a vote, the resolution 
was passed. 

It was then announced that 
Higher Education Day will be 
held February 25th. 

The SGA meeting on Jan. 27 
held multiple announcements 
from the senate committees 
though there were no new pieces 
of legislation brought the Senate. 

Students Rights and Interests 
announced they were working 


wwwthealabamiagn.com 





on a resolution to influence of the 
professors’ proficiency of online 
resources, as well as better trans- 
parency with grading on Canvas. 

Academic Affairs announced 
looking into more sanitation and 
options for collaborative locations 
on campus. 

Governmental Affairs an- 
nounced they are moving towards 
writing up a bill on replacing 
some of the volleyball nets on 
campus, but are waiting for 
pricing. 

Campus Life stated they were 
writing a bill to gather funds to 
put in new cement pads for the 
disc golf course. 





back on losses - an action which 
inevitably adds to the inflation of 
the stock price. 

As a result of the ram- 
pant investments, the price of 
GameStop’s stocks grew from 
$17.25 per share on Jan. 4 to $325 
per share on Jan. 29. They shot 
as high as $483 on Jan. 28. The 
efforts of r/WallStreetBets are not 
limited to just GameStop either 
as they have also tackled the 
struggling companies AMC and 
BlackBerry. 

While things were continually 
rising, they met a block when 
the free trading app Robinhood 
restricted trading in the stock due 
to “market volatility,” a move that 
affected many participators ability 
to open new positions. 

Vlad Tenev, CEO of Robin- 
hood told CNBC’s Andrew Ross 
Sorkin that “in order to protect 
the firm and protect our cus- 
tomers we had to limit buying in 
these stocks.” 

Robinhood’s decision then 
led to a customer of theirs filing 
a class-action lawsuit that alleges 
that “Robinhood’s actions were 
done purposefully and knowingly 
to manipulate the market for the 
benefit of people and financial 
institutions who were not Robin- 
hood’s customers.” 

U.S Representative Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez criticized Robin- 
hood’s decision on Twitter and 
said, “We now need to know more 
about [their] decision to block 
retail investors from purchasing 


stock while hedge funds are freely 
able to trade as they see fit.” Cor- 
tez held that she would “support a 
hearing if necessary.” 

She continued with the idea 
that “Inquiries into freezes should 
not be limited solely to Robin- 
hood.” 

Sen. Ted Cruz commented on 
her tweet and that said that he 
“fully agree[s].” 

Robinhood has since reopened 
trading on Jan. 29 and is allowing 
“limited buys of these securities.” 
They intend to “continue to mon- 
itor the situation and may make 
adjustments as needed.” 

The entire situation has led to 
an investigation by the Securities 
and Exchange Commission at the 
request of Sen. Elizabeth Warren. 

Ina letter to SEC Chairwom- 
an Allison Lee, Warren said that, 
“I am writing to seek information 
on how the SEC intends to ad- 
dress these concerns and prevent 
these and future incidents of 
potential market manipulation.” 

As for r/WallStreetBets they 
are currently promoting their 
position with various memes and 
advertising stunts. They are cur- 
rently encouraging others to “hold 
the line” in order to keep stocks 
high and incur further losses to 
short sellers. 





By CADY INABINETT, City beat reporter 


The Montevallo City Council 
met Monday, Jan. 25, for their 
regularly scheduled, biweekly 
meeting. The Council met to 
discuss the set agenda topic as 
well as field the concerns of 
citizens who chose to attend the 
meeting. The Council met both 
in person and via Zoom, with the 
meeting livestreamed on the city’s 
Facebook page. 

The council started their meet- 
ing with several recognitions. The 
first was a proclamation honoring 
Rey. Dr. William Thomas Evans, 
Sr, who died Jan. 18 at his home 
in Montevallo. 

Mayor Rusty Nix remarked 
that Evans was “a beloved advo- 
cate, mentor, pastor, trailblazer 
and visionary for citizens and 
churches in the Montevallo area.” 

Evans helped found Faith 
Visionary Baptist Church in 1975 
and served as the church’s first 
pastor. He also worked as a chap- 
lain at Shelby Brookwood Baptist 
Hospital. 

The council declared Jan. 25 
as “Rev. Dr. William Thomas 
Evans, Sr. Day in Montevallo,” 
and invited to citizens to “join 
us to remember and celebrate his 
remarkable and most sincerely 
appreciated lifetime of service to 
those around him.” 

Tina Niven, Montevallo High 
School’s women’s basketball 
coach, was also recognized by 
the council for becoming “the 
winningest basketball coach in 
Montevallo High School history,” 
with Nix saying that Niven 
“serves as an example of dedica- 
tion for community for us all.” 

Inductees to the Montevallo 
Chamber of Commerce’s Hall of 


Fame were also recognized at the 
meeting. 

The 2020 inductees are com- 
prised of Montevallo Chiropractic 
Center, for “providing 32 years 
of adjustments”. The inductees 
included Bob Butterworth, a State 
Farm insurance agent who has 
“provided 43 years of insurance 
needs, with 25 of those years in 
Montevallo,” as well as Trust- 
mark National Bank, which has 
operated a branch in Montevallo 
since 2013. 

Additionally, the council 
approved the Fire Prevention and 
Protection Ordinance that was 
presented at the previous city 
council meeting. 

The ordinance makes non- 
compliance with the municipal 
fire prevention code a misdemean- 
or and establishes fines and penal- 
ties for noncompliance. It did not 
receive any changes between this 
meeting and the prior one. The 
ordinance passed unanimously. 

The next City Council meeting 
will be held Monday, Feb. 8, at 6 
p.m. The meeting will be lives- 
treamed on the city’s Facebook 
page. Citizens may also attend the 
meeting in person at City Hall, 
however there will be limited 
seating and social distancing 
protocols put in place. 
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Athlete spotlight: Men’s Lacrosse Player Dylan Witt 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 


Dylan Witt originally started 
off playing football, but as he 
tried new sports, lacrosse became 
one of his life passions. He has 
been playing for eight years, and 
despite being a junior at Mon- 
tevallo, he’s still got two more 
seasons of lacrosse due to the 
NCAA giving student-athletes an 
extra year of eligibility because of 
COVID-19. 

According to Witt, lacrosse has 
ultimately shaped him to be the 
leader he is today. 

“My teammates come from 
all different cultures and back- 
grounds. I think it [lacrosse] 
helped me become a man by 
finding ways to bring people 
together,” he said. 

For him, lacrosse has become 
more than just a sport; it has be- 
come, “more about caring about 
others.” 

By being a leader on the team, 
Witt focuses on the team rather 
than focusing on his own best 
interest. 

Last season, Witt could not 
play against one of the tough- 
est opponents Montevallo has 
seen, Belmont Abbey, who were 
ranked number six in the nation. 
Montevallo lost to the nationally 
ranked team 21-6 while Witt 
had to watch his defense on the 
sideline. 

This year, however, Montevallo 
faces the team again. 

“I made some mistakes and did 
not get to compete against them 
last year. I want them to see what 
the entire Montevallo lacrosse 
team is really about,” Witt said. 

Witt wasn’t always a team 
leader but a follower. He played 
football during high school, where 
he hardly saw playing time until 
his senior year. 

“The hard work I put in with 


no expectation of reward made 
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Dylan Witt headshot (above).Men’s lacrosse practice (right). 
Photos by Madelyn Alexander, Photo editor. 


me who I am,” said Witt. 

Now being one of the leaders 
for the Montevallo lacrosse team, 
Witt is looking towards the up- 
coming season. 

The new players to the team, 
freshmen and transfer players, 
have all “meshed very well with 
our team.” 

“This has been a stressful year 
for everyone, and for us to all 
get back to what we love is truly 
amazing. Seeing all of us being 
able to compete again excites me 
every day,” said Witt. 


Looking back at the previous 
season and COVID, he contin- 
ued, “I am more thankful than I 
ever have been before. The team is 
learning to not take advantage of 
anything in this life.” 

While student-athletes are 
focused on their sports, they 
also have to keep up with their 
academics off the field. 

For Witt, though, lacrosse is 
a perfect fit for his lifestyle. Ma- 
joring in exercise and nutritional 
science, he said, “I have a passion 
for living a healthy lifestyle.” 


Witt’s life motto is always to 
be the best version of himself he 
can be. 

While not playing lacrosse, 
Witt’s favorite place to be is the 
student activity center. He enjoys 
working out, listening to music 
and wakeboarding. Recently, he 
has taken up teaching people how 
to wakeboard at Oak Mountain 
State Park. 

“Tt has become a huge part of 
my life. Teaching kids has taught 
me patience, and the inviting 
wakeboarding culture has shown 
me a different outlook on life,” he 





said. 

After college, Witt plans to 
coach college lacrosse or become a 
strength and conditioning coach. 

Continually striving to be his 
best, Witt said, “Through life, I 
always try to grow and change for 
the better. Through lacrosse, the 
best version [of myself] not only 
means the best I can be athletical- 
ly, but be the best teammate I can 
possibly be.” 


Calendar of Events: Feb. 7 through Feb. 20 


SB vs MBB vs 
University of University of 
North Georgia West Georgia 
Montevallo, AL Montevallo, AL 
12:00 PM 6:00 PM 
Live Video Live Video 
Live Stats Live Stats 
SB vs 
University of 
North Georgia 
2:00 PM 
Live Video 
Live Stats 
14 15 16 
BB vs SB vs Miles 
University of College 
West Georgia Montevallo, 
Montevallo, Al Ala. 
1:00 PM 1:00pm 
Live Stats Live Stats 
SB vs Miles 
College 
Montevallo, 
Ala. 
3:00pm 
Live Stats 
MBB vs Auburn 
University 
Montgomery 
(Ala.) 
Montevallo, AL 
6:00 PM 
Live Video 


MSOC vs BB vs 
Auburn University of 
University West Georgia 
Montgomery Montevallo, Al 
Montevallo, 1:00 PM 
Ala. Live Stats 
3:00 pm 
Live Stats WBB vs 
University of 
WBB vs West Florida 
University of Montevallo, AL 
West Florida 2:00 PM 
Montevallo, AL Live Video 
6:00 PM Live Stats 
Live Video 
Live Stats BB vs 
University of 
West Georgia 
Montevallo, AL 
4:00 PM 
Live Stats 
17 18 is 20 
WSOC vs MBB vs Lee SB vs 
Shorter University University of 
University Montevallo, AL Alabama in 
(Ga.) 6:00 PM Huntsville 
Montevallo, AL Live Video Montevallo, AL 
5:00 PM Live Stats 2:00 PM 
Live Stats 
WVB vs 
Birmingham- MBB vs Lee 
Southern University 
College Montevallo, AL 
Montevallo, 2:00 PM 
Ala. Live Video 
6:00 pm Live Stats 
SB vs 
University of 
Alabama in 
Huntsville 
Montevallo, AL 
4:00 PM 
Live Stats 
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By MAKAYLA MONTGOMERY 


Ariess Let it out, Aries. 
It's been bubbling to the 
surface for a while now and 
it’s time to release. Remem- 
ber your soft side. 


Taurus: If your options 
are open, keep them that 
way. Romance is in the air 
this week, Taurus. Don't 
trip. 


Gemini: Keep it together 
Gemini. Your ship is sailing 
rough waters this week. 
It'll be clear skies ahead 
soon enough. Don’t get the 
blues. 


Cancer: Keep your 
empathy by your side this 
week, Cancer. Your un- 
derstanding nature will be 


tested. Open any boxes 
that come your way. 


Leo: You're strangely 
agreeable this week, Leo. 
The dramatics are un- 

der wraps for now. Allow 
yourself to observe rather 
than be observed. Go peo- 
ple-watching. 


Virgo: Let your flag fly 
Virgo. You've been working 
hard, so make sure to cele- 
brate it! 


Libra: Be flexible, Libra. 
Your charm can’t win over 
everyone. Tap into your 
natural diplomacy. Stay on 
the fringes as much as you 
can. 


Scorpio: A much needed 
burst of inspiration is at 
the door, Scorpio. Use any 
vitality you can scrape up 
this week. Get after it. 


Sagittarius: Don't be 
afraid to have the wrong 
answers this week, Sag. 
You'll have a lot of them. 
Curiosity won't kill you. 


Capricorn: Challenges, 
challenges, challenges. You 
may be butting heads more 
than usual this week, Cap- 
ricorn. Stubbornness isn’t 


the key to any door. 


Aquarius: It may be 
your season, but don’t get 
a big head. Your outside- 
of-the-box ideas will be 
welcomed, but only some- 
times. Make it a self-care 
week, Aquarius. 


Pisces: You're very 
impressionable, Pisces. 
Letting others mold you 
won't do you any favors, 
this week. Get creative on 
your own. 


Student views on Cyberpunk 2077 


By HANNAH IRVIN, Copy editor 


The release of Cyberpunk 2077 
has been anticipated for nearly ten 
years and its debut in December 
2020 created a huge stir for many 
reasons. 

Though it was made available 
on multiple platforms to make it 
more accessible, players quickly 
discovered that the role-playing 
video game is full of glitches and 
overall poor performance. 

News about the bugs spread 
quickly and stocks in the Polish 
production company, CD Projekt 
Red, plummeted 29% in the 24 
hours after the game’s release. 

On January 28, Elon Musk 
tweeted that “the esthetics of 
cyberpunk are incredible,” and 
stocks increased somewhat in 
response, but not enough to make 
up for the losses. 

Investors have filed a class 


action lawsuit, wanting to recoup 
losses they claimed were the result 
of misleading statements. CD 
Projekt Red had a stellar reputa- 
tion after the release of Witcher 3 
in 2015, but has drawn criticism 
since their latest game. 

In anonymous interviews, 
developers revealed that many 
errors were discovered during pro- 
duction but never fixed because of 
the fast-approaching deadline that 
had already been delayed several 
times. 

In addition to the numerous 
glitches and monetary damages, 
Cyberpunk 2077 also drew heat 
from some fans for being overtly 
sexist and a few even say the game 
“hates women.” 

One commentator wrote 
that the game is transphobic, 
due to questionable marketing 
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tactics and dismissive statements 
from the game’s official Twit- 
ter account, and racist due to 
stereotyped, hyper-personified 
characters. 

Despite these flaws, the game 
has positive features and ventures 
into a new world of technology. 
The game’s aesthetic and highly 
customizable main characters 
have attracted players who nor- 
mally avoid first-person games. 

Fans of the game can be found 
in Montevallo as well. 

James Echols, a senior theatre 
major, gave an optimistic review 
without dismissing the glitches. 
“T really think it’s an incredible 
game that got shoved out too 
soon,” he said. 

“Tt balances main story quests 
that feel pressing with meaningful 
side missions. The glitches are 
primarily aesthetic,” said Echols. 
“But when they’re in a game that 
tries so hard for visual realism, 
they can stick out.” 

He went on to describe some 
of the glitches he encountered, 
including his character getting 
stuck in a wall, and that the game 
crashed on multiple occasions. 
He concluded by saying, “People 
wanted the game now with no 
more delays, so they got it. Glitch- 


es and all.” 

Senior communications major 
Ellie Fulbright offered a different 
perspective as a female gamer. 

She praised the character 
development and how interactions 
between characters shape the 
storyline, referring to the charac- 
ters as “feel[ing] like real fleshed 
out people who sometimes get on 
your nerves and sometimes are 
absolutely endearing.” 

She said that her experience 
playing Skyrim meant the glitches 
in Cyberpunk 2077 did not 
bother her much from an aes- 
thetic perspective but affected the 
immersion from a more physical 
perspective. 

“I’m someone who struggles 
with headache and motion sick- 
ness during first person games,” 
said Fulbright. “And there’s 
nothing about disembodied hands 
and swiveling blurry views that 
immerses me.” 

She also echoed sentiments of 
other players who commented on 
the limitations regarding genders 
and sexualities of characters. 

Fulbright explained that play- 
ing as a male character includes 
a romance option with a female 
character that features a great deal 
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of dialogue, multiple side quests 
and overall interaction. Playing as 
a female character, however, offers 
a romance option with a male 
character that includes one side 
quest and a single text. 

“They really delivered for the 
straight guys out there but left 
some scraps behind for LGBTQ 
individuals and heterosexual 
women,” said Fulbright. 

These aspects, combined with 
what Washington Post reporter 
Elise Favis called, “uncomfortable 
moments...where women, both 
cis and trans, are demeaned for 
arbitrary reasons that never fold 
into the main narrative,” add to 
what one reviewer called “the 
most aggressively masculine game 
I’ve ever played.” 

Developers are continuing to 
work on fixing the glitches, pri- 
oritizing them before focusing on 
the planned additions, though the 
patches have come with problems 
of their own. 

In an official release, CD 
Projekt Red said they are “com- 
mitted to fixing bugs and crashes 
and will continue to work and 
improve the game via future 
updates.” 
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Sarah Clayton 

My experience with Pita Pit 
has been good so far. I’ve had the 
gyro, the super Greek with schug, 
and the chicken Ceasar pitas. 

‘The gyro and super Greek are 
similar in what they have. Both 
have spinach, tomatoes, cucum- 
bers, onions, black olives, feta 
cheese, schug and tzatziki. The 
only difference is that the super 
Greek comes with chicken souvla- 
ki, so you get two different meats. 
As someone who loves Greek food 
these options are pretty satisfying 
if you are craving Greek. 

The smoothies are also very 
good, though I’ve only had the 
berry-go-round, which has rasp- 
berries, blueberries and possibly 
blackberries. If you are looking 
for a healthy option on campus, I 
would recommend Pita Pit. 


Noah Wortham 

As a fan of Mediterranean style 
food I was pleasantly surprised 
with Pita Pit. I enjoyed getting 
the super Greek with schug. The 
ingredients filled a pocket in the 
pita and rolled together it felt like 
a Greek burrito. I like the variety 
of ingredients, the good service 
and I look forward to visiting Pita 
Pit again. 


CROSSWORD: 


By ANNAPRENZIE KOCSIS 


DOWN 


1. Genius dog and a history 
expert. 


3. Of ninety-nine puppies, this 
one saved the 
day. 
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6. A scientific assistant. 


7. Only animal of Mickey 
Mouse's friends that 
does not speak. 


8. Humble and lovable 
Shoeshine boy. 


10870 Hwy 25, Calera, AL 35040 


(205) 319-7310 


Email: Quest@ROEHobby.store 


12. He has a green mean 
owner. 


13. He puts an “R’ in front of 
everything spoken. 


13. Often beats up Tom. 


R.O.E. Hobby 


"Your Quest Awaits!" 


F:@ROEHobby 
IG:@ROEHobby 
T:@HobbyROE 


www.ROEHobby.store 
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Harrison Neville 

I’ve been excited for Pita Pit 
from the moment I learned last 
spring that it would be accepting 
swipes. Now that it has finally ar- 
rived, I am happy to say it didn’t 
disappoint. 

I’ve tried a lot of items on the 
menu, but I think my favorite so 
far has been the Chicken Sou- 
vlaki. I always get mine toasted 
because I think it helps keep the 
wrap together and I like a little 
crunch. 

The addition of Pita Pit into 
my daily routine has been really 
nice and I enjoy having a health- 
ier option then some of the other 
eateries around town. 


Zoe Hall 

I wasn’t sure what to expect 
when I heard that Pita Pit was 
going to replace Moe’s, but I’ve 
enjoyed it thus far. 

I love the variety of the menu. 
I’ve tried a bunch of different 
things, but my favorite thing I’ve 
tried was the gyro. I don’t have a 
lot of experience in Medditerra- 
nean style food, but I absolutely 
recommend it. 


Cartoon dogs 


14. was always in a 
Quest. 


16. “SQUIRREL!” 


ACROSS 
2. The BIGGEST dog ever. 


4. This dog went on many 
adventures and 

rescued many princesses with 
his human 

friend. 


5. This dog lives in Nowhere, 
Kansas. 


9. One of Andy’s toys. 


10. He is a master detective 
who keeps 

showing up no matter where 
criminals run 

off to. 


11. “I ruv roo Reorge!” 


15. These two pups shared an 
Italian dish. 


17. A lazy cat’s best friend. 
18. Fights the Red Barren. 


19. Leaves paw print clues. 
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Montevallo to open new businesses 


By CADY INABINETT, City beat reporter 


Over the past year, Mon- 
tevallo has seen a boom in new 
businesses. 

In 2020, the Monteval- 
lo Chamber of Commerce 
reported eight new businesses 
opened in the city, including 
two in the downtown Main 
Street area. 

They plan for eight more 
businesses to open in 2021, as 
well. This boom in new busi- 
nesses comes after efforts made 
by the city council to revitalize 
the Main Street and Highway 
25 areas. 

The eight new businesses 
that opened in 2020 include 
Save My Cell cellphone repair 
and Tobacco Plus tobacco shop 
on Main Street, Ideal Insurance 
Agency, Elite & Co. hair salon 
and Brick & Valley Boutique 
on Valley Street, Roses Express 
discount store and Affordable 
Small Engine Repair on High- 
way 25 and Montevallo Health 
Center on Salem Road. 

This wave of new businesses 
came in part due to previous 
mayor, Dr. Hollie Cost, and 
city council’s efforts to revital- 
ize downtown Montevallo. 

The current mayor, Rusty 
Nix, and city council, howev- 
er, have turned to focus their 
efforts on Highway 25. 

The council approved a new 
project to add sidewalks along 
Highway 25 on Jan. 11—with 
the plan saying that “the eco- 
nomic vitality along Highway 
25 is impeded by several vacant 
and underutilized commercial 
strip centers and inadequate 
pedestrian and bicycle infra- 
structure.” 

In the new year, Mindful 
Wellness, a massage therapy 
store, opened at its location on 
Middle Street. 

The business, which offers 
a number of massage services, 
hopes to “promote health 





E-sports has 
strong start to 
spring 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top 
sports reporter 


As students begin to settle into 
the spring semester, spring athlet- 
ics are finally getting their seasons 
started. Last semester, the Mon- 
tevallo Esports team managed to 
make it to the Overwatch quarter- 
finals in the Peach Belt Confer- 
ence (PBC). Although they lost 
the match, the Overwatch team 
proved their potential in the PBC 
by ending the season 6-4. 

‘This semester, the Esports 
team is competing in League of 
Legends. There are also plans on 
entering competition for Super 
Smash Bros. Ultimate, but so 
far there are no official dates. 
Although it was a close match, the 
League of Legends team lost 0-2 
against Lander University. 

Emily Dickerson, the Mon- 
tevallo Esports Public Relations 
Assistant, said, “The team holds 
the ideal that winning isn’t and 
shouldn't necessarily be the main 
focus...at the moment. Right 
now, our main concern as a team 
is to grow and learn, whether that 
be through losing or winning.” 

Going into the new season, 
the Esports team has also brought 
in a new assistant coach, Austin 
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awareness and wellbeing using 
massage therapy and mindful- 
ness.’ Its services are “performed 
mindfully by a dually licensed 
therapist to ensure maximum 
results.” 

Included in the eight new 
business set to open this year is 
Soul Spot Wings, whose ribbon 
cutting ceremony for its new 
location on Main Street is sched- 
uled for Feb. 27 at 10 a.m. The 
Soul Spot already has a location 
in Calera, and boasts a menu of 
wings and fish. 

Also planning on opening 
this year is Slice Pizza and Brew. 
The new Slice Pizza location on 
Ashville Road was scheduled to 
open in April 2020, but, accord- 
ing to the Montevallo Chamber 
of Commerce, there is still work 
being done on the building. 

Slice Pizza already operates 
two locations in Lakeview and 
Vestavia. The business also 
places an emphasis on sourcing 
its ingredients locally, with their 
website saying, “Slice Pizza and 
Brew is as local as you can get, 
from the ingredients that go into 
every pizza to the beer on tap.” 

Along with these businesses, 
two more restaurants are expect- 
ed to open this year—Xcaret Grill 
and Pit 119, both on Main Street. 

This is in addition to a new 
grocery store, Navarro’s Fresh 
Market—set to be located at the 
corner of Valley Street and High- 
way 119, two new Dollar General 
stores—located on Highway 119 
and Highway 25, and a currently 
unnamed party rental business— 
to be located on Main Street. 


| 


View of Montevallo Main St. Photo by Bell Jackson, 


Design director. 
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Graphic by Zoe Hall, Editor in chief. 


Gibson. Gibson currently plays 
for the Auburn University Esports 
team but will be balancing his 
time between the two programs. 

Gibson joined the Montevallo 
program at the end of January 
and had initially tried out for the 
Esports team last year. 

“He was liked at the tryouts 
last year, and that has carried 
over all of this time. The team is 
especially receiving of [him],” said 
Dickerson. 

Currently, Gibson will be 
working with the League of 
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Legends team “to promote growth 
in numerous ways,” according to 
Dickerson. 

She continued, “He is coach- 
ing individual players while also 
coaching the team on a larger 
scale. He is also providing higher 
morale and directly supports all of 
the current players on the team.” 

With ten years of Esports com- 
petition, Gibson hopes to bring 
his varied experience in play and 
coaching to the program. 


Continued on page 4 
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By ZOE HALL, Editor in 
chief 


Winter storms delay 
COVID-19 vaccination distri- 
butions 

Winter weather all across the 
United States has left nearly 4 
million homes and businesses 
without power. 

According to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin- 
istration, more than 70% of US 
mainland was covered by snow 
last Tuesday. Florida, Georgia 
and South Carolina were the only 
snow-free states. 

“In areas ... with these devas- 
tating ice accumulations, residents 
can expect dangerous travel condi- 
tions, numerous power outages 
and extensive tree damage,” the 
weather service wrote. 

‘The weather has led to at least 
26 deaths nationwide. 

Some people have turned to 
unconventional heat sources, such 
as stoves or gas generators, which 
has led to three who died due to 
carbon monoxide incidents. 

There was also an incident of 
one driver who hit a snowplow. 

According to the CDC, the 
dangerous conditions also delayed 
the vaccination deliveries. 

In Alabama, the Alabama De- 
partment of Public Health closed 
some county health departments 
on Tuesday, Feb. 16. 

Several cities, including Dallas, 
Memphis and Little Rock, are ap- 
proaching or have set new records 
for extreme cold. 

Power issues, especially those 
in Texas, are expected to continue 
for at least a one or two more days 
as of now. 

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency is currently 
preparing to distribute generators, 
water and blankets. 


Board of Trustees 
raises cost of board 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor 


It has been no secret that the 
University of Montevallo has 
taken some financial hits due to 
the economic upheaval caused by 
the pandemic. Despite this, UM”s 
board of trustees voted at its Feb- 
ruary meeting to freeze tuition, 
room and fees for 2021-2022 
school year, marking the fourth 
year in a row the board has frozen 
tuition. 

Due to contractual obligations, 
board was not frozen and will be 
raised 3.9%. 

According to Susan Hayes, 
UM’s chief financial officer and 
treasurer, most universities are 
keeping their rates the same “to 
help students.” 

Board chairman, Todd Strange, 
“I don't know if we're going to be 
able to keep doing that.” 

The Board of Trustees also 
passed a motion to make online 
tuition the same for both in-state 
and out-of-state. 

In other matters, SGA Pres- 
ident Thomas Dillard informed 
the Trustees that SGA was 
working on a resolution to thank 
faculty and staff for all of their 
hard work. 

Student Trustee Anakate 
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Andrasko stated that SGA would 
be sending out another student 
survey to gather student feedback 
on the semester and thanked the 
Trustees for responding positively 
to the previous survey. 

On behalf of the Academic and 
Student Affairs, Trustee Wynelle 
Sewell informed the Board of five 
action items from the committee. 
The five items were renaming 
the department of English and 
Foreign language to English and 


Continued on page 4 


SYor- J ala a al=Mevele (=) 
i Xom alate me l-melal li al=y 





- “OK Human” album review 


« Double masking 
- Horoscopes 


« Crossword 


Opinions 


Page 2 








By ZOE HALL, Editor in chief 


As I'm sure many of you are 
aware, February is Black History 
Month. 

With the events of the past 
year, I think it is so vital to take 
the opportunity that has been 
presented to us and learn some- 
thing about it. 

Growing up school, as a stu- 
dent at a primarily white school, I 
was taught almost nothing about 
Black people or their history or 
their culture. For the most part, it 
felt very much like bullet points, 
but it never sat right with me. 


I teach myself about Black 
history because I want to be a 
better ally to the Black commu- 
nity. There are so many people 
that we were never told about 
in elementary school. History, 
especially in the United States, 
is written for white people. And 
so, I didn’t know really just the 
Black narrative of most historical 
events. 

Recently, I have found myself 
diving deep into Black stories 
and I listened to a podcast about 
the world’s first Black military 


Black History Month 





pilot, Eugene Bullard. 

He was the son of a Black man 
and an Indigenous woman in 
Georgia. Bullard eventually ran 
away to Virginia, where he was 
able to sail to Scotland. 

Bullard was an actor in Lon- 
don and trained with the famous 
Dixie Kid in France. Bullard 
eventually went on to fight 
alongside France in World War I 
and II. 

When he was wounded in 
World War II, Bullard was sent to 
New York. After his death, France 


made him a Knight of the Légion 
@honneur, and was called a “true 
French hero” by General Charles 
de Gaulle. In 1989, nearly thirty 
years after his death, he was in- 
ducted into the Georgia Aviation 
Hall of Fame. 

This was just one story of 
many Black people who were left 
out of history class, but everyone 
has a story worth telling, espe- 
cially Black people with their 
deep culture and history. 


We need to talk about the Golden Globes 


By SARAH CLAYTON 


On Feb. 3, the 78th Golden 
Globe nominations were an- 


nounced with a good line-up 
of nominations. 

Netflix’s “Mank’” lead with 
a total of six nominations, 
including Best Picture in the 
drama category. The lately 
deceased Chadwick Boseman 
was nominated for Best Actor 
in a drama for his last film 
credit “Ma Rainey’s Black Bot- 
tom,’ and many fan favorites 
such as “Lovecraft Country,’ 
“The Crown’ and “Schitt’s 
Creek” were also nominated 
for awards. 

Along with good nomina- 
tions came problematic nom- 
inations. This included Sia’s 
directing debut with “Music,” 
James Corden’s nomination 
for Best Actor in “The Prom” 
and the drama involving how 
HBO Max’s “I May Destroy 
You” was not nominated. 

“Music,” directed by singer 
and songwriter Sia, has faced 
backlash since the release of 
the first trailer last summer. 

“Music” is about a woman 
named Zu, played by Kate 
Hudson, a struggling drug 
addict whose world is turned 
upside down when she has 
to take care of her autistic 
half-sister named Music, 
played by Maddie Ziegler. 

The movie has faced back- 
lash from the autistic com- 
munity because of Sia’s choice 
of casting Ziegler, who is not 
autistic, to play the non-verbal 
autistic titular character. 

Sia stated that at the begin- 
ning of the project she casted 
an actress on the spectrum 
but deemed working with her 
was “too difficult,’ which was 
when she fired the actress and 
hired Ziegler. 


With all the backlash hap- 
pening, Sia has been actively 
responding to people's angry 
tweets with how she is going 
to fix the film as well as de- 
fending her choice of casting 
Ziegler. 

A tweet from Sia about her 
decision to not hire an autis- 
tic actress read, “I’ve never 
referred to Music as disabled. 
Special abilities is what I’ve 
always said and casting some- 
one at her level of functioning 
was cruel, not kind, so I made 
the executive decision that we 
would do our best to lovingly 
represent the community.” 

This tweet contradicts Sia’s 
message of wanting to rep- 
resent the community. If she 
really wanted to represent the 
autistic community, she would 
not have fired the autistic 
actress and hired Maddie. 

I am not autistic, but I work 
in the entertainment world 
and representation matters, 
especially now. 

The film also promoted 
restraining autistic children. 
In the scene, Music is having 
a meltdown and she is re- 
strained in the prone restrain 
position, which is when the 
child is being restrained in the 
face down position. This posi- 
tion can be triggering to some 
people and can be extreme- 
ly deadly. The fact that Sia 
approved of this scene, which 
promotes this kind of action 
towards someone with autism, 
is irresponsible. 

Sia has also been called 
out for working with Autism 
Speaks, a nonprofit organiza- 
tion that portrays a negative 
depiction on autism is like as 
well as promoting eugenics. 

Sia just comes off as insen- 


sitive and the movie comes off 
as tone deaf, and with a 19% 
of Rotten Tomatoes it’s safe to 
say the Music will not be the 
game changer Sia thought it 
would be. 

Shifting away from “Mu- 
sic,’ I move onto James 
Corden’s nomination for Best 
Actor in a Comedy/Musical 
for “The Prom?’ 

Since the Netflix film 
directed by Ryan Murphy has 
aired in December, Corden 
has faced backlash from the 
LGBTQ+ Community for his 
offensive performance. 

Corden’s performance was 
mocking in a way, putting on 
a lisp and attempting to be 
more feminine when playing 
a gay character. The issue with 
hiring straight actors to play 
gay characters is their inter- 
pretation of what gay means 
and will most likely fall into 
more stereotypical choices. 

Actors need to be true to 
a character without being 
offensive in their choices. ’m 
not saying that straight actors 
should only play gay charac- 
ters or gay characters can only 
play gay characters. There just 
needs to be more conversa- 
tions about representation, 
and what is and is not okay to 
showcase on screen. 

HBOMax’s “I May Destroy 
You,” which revolves around 
a Black woman who is facing 
the aftermath of being sexual- 
ly assaulted, has gotten praise 
since its release. However, the 
British TV drama was not 
nominated for any Golden 
Globes, which sparked a lot 
of controversy considering its 
story and themes. 

The show also focuses on 
mental health, trauma and 





feminism. With “Promising 
Young Woman,’ also a sto- 

ry with these themes, being 
nominated for multiple Gold- 
en Globes, it seems odd that 
“I May Destroy You” was not 
nominated. 

I think the reason why 
is because when we look at 
stories about sexual assault 
on TV and in movies those 
stories still revolve around 
white protagonist. “Promising 
Young Woman” has a white 
protagonist and “I May De- 
stroy You” has a black protag- 
onist, but both revolve around 
the protagonist's assault. 

It seems that the entertain- 
ment industry still believe that 
certain stories can only be told 
by certain characters when 
people from all walks of life 
can share the same experienc- 
es. 

It's important to see some- 
one who looks like you rep- 
resent you. No matter where 
they come from or what 
they look like, someone can 
experience sexual assault and 
it is important to be open to 
conversations like that, and it 
starts with what we watch. 

It hurts me as a performer 
to see these types of stories 
being praised when they cause 
more harm than good. What 
these nominations prove is 
that there needs to be more 
conversations within the 
entertainment world when it 
comes to telling certain sto- 
ries. It’s important is to share 
stories and our opinions about 
the issues around us. 
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Cyberpunk’s 
portrayal of women 


By HANNAH IRVIN, Copy editor 


Warning: the following arti- 
cle discusses sexual violence 


It's disappointing when 
you don't even have to play 
a game to know it is terri- 
ble. I imagine the develop- 
ers of “Cyberpunk 2077” 
would agree. The glitches 
alone cost the company an 
estimated $1 billion. 

Although I would not 
consider myself a “gamer,” 

I was excited about “Cy- 
berpunk 2077” because 

of the open world and the 
storyline. I love the aes- 
thetic and the game was 
something my friends and I 
could talk about. 

Unfortunately, glitches 
aside, the game was a fail- 
ure and a disgrace. 

From the very beginning, 
it is disgustingly misogy- 
nistic towards women by 
including graphic displays 
that don't even attempt to 
advance the plot. Female 
and male characters are 
discovered together, having 
been murdered, and the 
female character is mangled 
and naked while the man is 
not. 

Why are women not 
afforded the same decency 
as men? There are a few 





Dear reader, 


This issue was a tough one. I always want to use the opporunity of a 


strong female characters at 
the beginning of the game, 
but even they are subjected 
to abuse, assault and even- 
tually, murder. 

We are sick of being 
“represented” in games 
as prostitutes, victims of 
assault and naked bodies 
in the background. No one 
should be represented in 
such a way. It’s inhumane. 
It's unethical. It’s old-fash- 
ioned, to say the least. But it 
certainly isn't rare. Popular 
games like “God of War,’ 
“Grand Theft Auto V” and 
“Red Dead Redemption 2” 
go so far as to use sexual 
assault as part of missions. 

If an argument is made 
that Cyberpunk 2077 
features violence against 
women for the realism, it is 
a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

Male players are more 
likely to exhibit aggression 
towards women after play- 
ing violent and sexualized 
video games. ‘They are less 
likely to exhibit empathy 
towards female victims of 
violence. 

One study found that 
games depicting the sexual 
objectification of wom- 
en resulted in increased 
rape-supportive attitudes 
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new issue to challenge myself somehow. 


However, I also think that this issue was a tough one because of the 
content. So much of news coverage in the last year has been COVID-19 related 
or other not-so-happy events. That's just the reality of the world, and so in this 
issue, we have writers talk about represenation in the entertainment industry, 
the continuing challenges of COVID-19 and why we all need to learn Black 


history. 


If you've listened to The Alabamian’s podcast, “Falcons on Air,’ you 
might remember me talking about how I didn’t understand how Waid and 
Kat (my editorial predecessors) managed to do so much last year, particularly 
during College Night season. 

In response to this, Waid told me, “spite, frustration and deep exhaus- 
tion with the expectation that I would use March as a recovery period.” 

I must agree with him. Despite how tired I’ve been this last year with 
the normal things that I face with added emotional stress of the world around 


me, I keep leaning on spite and frustration. 


I will never stop being frustrated that we are still nearly a year into this 
pandemic. I will never stop being frustrated when things don’t go according 
to plan. I will never stop being frustrated at the unethical practices that go on 
in journalism. But, the drive I get from doing things everyday out of spite is 
exhilirating because anything worth doing is always going to be challenging. 

So, please, while this issue may lean on the heavier side, it’s definitely 
worth reading. Maybe you might even learn something new. 


Sincerely, 
Zoe Hall 
Editor-in-chief 


(also known as “rape myth 
acceptance”). Female play- 
ers who observe over-sex- 
ualized female characters 
are more likely to have poor 
self-image and a negative 
self-concept. Sexist video 
games encourage sexist 
beliefs and behaviors. It is a 
vicious cycle. 

In addition, player-cre- 
ated modifications include 
having sex with characters 
based on real people and 
brain-washing a lesbian 
character into have sex with 
a man. None of this is eth- 
ical. None of it is respect- 
able. It is a filthy display 
of the violence many of us 
already know and experi- 
ence. 

Gaming is supposed to 
be an escape from the real 
world, a chance to expe- 
rience things you would 
never have the chance to 
otherwise. Over half the 
world’s population experi- 
ences these elements daily. 

According to the Rape, 
Abuse & Incest National 
Network (RAINN), 1 in ev- 
ery 6 American women has 
survived a rape or attempt- 
ed rape and 90% of rape 
survivors are female. 

A study by the CDC 
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According to the Rape, 
Abuse & Incest National 
Network (RAINN), 1 in ev- 
ery 6 American women has 
survived a rape or attempt- 
ed rape and 90% of rape 
survivors are female. 

A study by the CDC 
shows that the majority of 
perpetrators are male, even 
in cases where the survivor 
was also male. In short, if 
you think you don't know 
someone who has been 
raped, they just haven't told 
you. 

We don't need sexual vi- 
olence in video games and 
we don't need more indi- 
viduals viewing these imag- 
es and deciding to replicate 
them. Women are much 
more than the limited, 
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degraded, inferior objects 
developers portray us as. 
We deserve to be portrayed 
as the strong, multi-faceted 
warriors we know ourselves 
to be. 

Cyberpunk 2077 has 
dedicated fans who will 
defend any decisions the 
developers made and in- 
stead of using that influence 
to usher in a generation of 
inclusive gaming, free of 
unnecessary sexual vio- 
lence, they chose to further 
those perspectives and in 
doing so, solidified a failure 
worse than any glitch. 
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Esports has strong start in spring (cont.) 


Gibson also hopes to bring his 
own philosophy to the team. 

“T endorse optimism that’s 
grounded in realism,” he said. “Pm 
optimistic for the future of this 
program and Esports. The poten- 
tial of each player is high, and I’ve 
witnessed significant individual 
and collective progress within the 
last couple weeks.” 

Along with the recent addi- 
tion of their assistant coach, the 
Esports team is looking for new 
players to join the program. 

Coach Beal and Gibson will 
be heading the tryouts on Feb. 
20. The tryouts are held at Magic 
City ePLEX with the proper 
COVID-19 precautions, such 
as social distancing, masks and 
equipment cleaning. If players 
want to try out but do not feel 
comfortable in person, tryouts will 
also be on Discord. 

‘The Esports practice room will 
be available to all players Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Following 


COVID-19 guidelines, there are 
capacity limits to the room and 
social distancing and mask re- 
quirements. The Esports program 
will also be using Discord to do 
additional practices or competi- 
tions. 

Overall, the goal for the pro- 
gram this semester is “growth.” 

“We're looking to not only be 
better people, be not only a better 
team but also a better program.” 
said Dickerson. “Winning certain- 
ly isn’t everything, so we're going 
to take the position of learning 
from our mistakes and not becom- 
ing disheartened by the losses we 
may or may not face.” 

‘The program also hopes to 
make progress in breaking down 
the stereotypes and stigmas that 
surround competitive gaming. 

“When people hear the phrase 
‘competitive video games,’ the first 
thing they think of is a bunch of 
men, sitting in a room, yelling at 
some screens, when that’s not [the 


reality]. As an Esports team, we 
work on bonding exercises, [phys- 
ical training], and [are currently] 
implementing a mental health 
check system,” said Dickerson. 

Through team-wide support, 
Dickerson and the rest of the pro- 
gram hope to “not only be [better] 
than we were at the start but [be] 
a better program through coopera- 
tive growth with one another. 

Some of that support includes 
a new mental health check-up sys- 
tem that will be established within 
the team. 

Head Coach Brendan Beal de- 
cided that “forcing players to win 
and compete isn’t the first priority 
of the Esports team.” 

Dickerson said, “Coach Beal 
preaches and prides himself in 
saying that mental health comes 
first.” 

The creation of the mental 
health check-up system was a 
team-wide decision. 

“For now, [the goal] is making 


sure players are not only on top of 
their schoolwork but also doing 
simple things like walking around 
their living space and drinking 
water,” said Dickerson. 

“Our goals are to provide 
reassurance for players, but also 
to provide a confidant for players 
who may see it hard to talk to 
anyone else.” 

Looking to the future, the 
Esports team hopes to be a more 
inclusive program that is known to 
the Montevallo community. 

“We are planning on hay- 
ing in-person fundraisers after 
COVID-19, but for now, we're 
working on streaming fundrais- 
ers,” said Dickerson. 

‘The program also hopes to 
work with other on-campus or- 
ganizations such as Game Studies 
and Design, Montevallo Organi- 
zation of Gaming, and organizing 
mixers with Greek Life. 

“Coach Beal, as well as the 
rest of the team, is determined to 


Faculty Senate discusses mixed-modality 


By CADY INABINETT, City beat reporter 


The majority of the meeting 
time was spent discussing a letter 
written by the English and Foreign 
Language Department regarding 
the return to in-person classes for 
the Spring 2021 semester—veer- 
ing away from the points outlined 
in the letter and focusing on 
the concerns faculty hold about 
mixed-modality classes. 

The letter in question, which 
advocated for a later return to 
campus date for the semester, was 
sent to Faculty Senate President 
Professor Emily Gill, and College 
of Arts and Sciences Interim Dean 
Dr. Ruth Truss, on Jan. 18. 

It outlined some of the health 
concerns returning to in-person 
classes pose—pointing out that 
“Alabama has the lowest vaccine 
rate in the country,” that “Ala- 
bama continue to be very nearly 
overwhelmed” with COVID-19 
patients and that “Alabama 
currently has no plan” to contain 
COVID-19. The letter also pro- 
vided a list of sources and data to 
back up these claims. 

However, the conversation at 
the Faculty Senate meeting veered 


away from the points outlined in 
the original letter; instead focusing 
on some of the issues mixed 
modality hybrid classes pose. For 
example, teaching hybrid class- 

es where some students are in a 
physical classroom and others are 
coming to class via Zoom requires 
extensive multitasking on the 
professor’s end. 

Some faculty believe that this 
will reduce the effectiveness of 
their classes—with Gill saying, 
“the general opinion of those 
advocating for an extension is it’s 
better to have a single delivery 
mode than concurrent, different 
modes.” 

Additionally, some faculty felt 
as though some classrooms lack 
adequate, updated technology 
to make teaching hybrid classes 
effective. This can be related to 
the campus wide technology 
refresh carried out by Information 
Services and Technology depart- 
ment being halted and delayed by 
the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic in Spring 2020. This 
delayed the schedule of faculty and 
classrooms set to receive updated 


technology, leaving some faculty 
feeling as though they lack ade- 

quate technology to teach mixed 
modality classes with maximum 
efficiency and effectiveness. 

However, not all faculty in 
attendance shared the opinion that 
in-person classes should’ve been 
further delayed. 

Some believed that having 
in-person classes was the most 
effective way to teach to students. 

According to Dr. Carolyn 
Garrity, she feels “that learning 
is more likely to take place when 
students are in the classroom,” and 
that “when students are remote 
and on a computer screen, they 
turn into spectators instead of 
participants.” 

Faculty also discussed concerns 
largely held by the University’s 
administration that halting or de- 
laying in-person classes will cause 
students to be dissatisfied. These 
concerns include students feeling 
as though they are not receiving a 
“real college experience,” and be- 
come so dissatisfied that they will 
withdraw or not return in the fall. 

Additionally, there is concern 


that delaying in-person classes will 
cause potential incoming students 
to lose confidence that the Univer- 
sity will return to in-person classes 
for the Fall 2021 semester and 
may choose to attend a different 
school, instead. 

Largely, the discussion around 
this letter and the topic of in-per- 
son classes was less of a call to 
action, and more of a voicing of 
concerns—as the original letter 
regarded students’ return for the 
spring 2021 semester that has 
already occurred now. 

As Gill pointed out, there 
was “a little bump” in campus 
COVID-19 case number within 
the first week of student return to 
classes, but “they subsided quick- 
ly.” This, however, hasn't alleviated 
some faculty’s feelings that their 
concerns are being overlooked for 
the sake of reopening or dimin- 
ished their apprehensions about 
the effectiveness of mixed-modal- 
ity classes. 


COVID-19 challenges Purple and Gold athletics 


By AUBRIE CHASTAIN 


With College Night in season, 
Gold and Purple Side are looking 
at ways on how they will practice 
for the sports season. So far, both 
Sides have had to adjust due to 
COVID-19 but are making the 
most of it. 

Since this year’s College Night 
production is combined, many 
who are interested in the compet- 
itive aspect of College Night are 
looking to sports, as both Sides are 
able to compete like normal. 

This year, each side will partic- 
ipate in sports such as men and 
women’s volleyball, men’s frisbee 
and women’s kickball. 

During a normal College Night 
season, each side partakes in men 
and women’s basketball. However, 
due to COVID-19, basketball was 
removed from the list of sports for 
College Night because it is con- 
sidered a close contact sport and is 


hard for teams to social distance. 

To make up for losing basket- 
ball, the Sides decided to add men 
and women’s volleyball to make 
up for the lost sport. 

In order to make sure prac- 
tices and games are safe, there 
are COVID-19 guidelines and 
implementations to make sure ev- 
eryone is safe. At practices, masks 
are required, and sanitization of 
equipment happens frequently. 
The teams also social distance 
when possible and hand sanitizer 
is given to everyone. 

To further safety, each side 
alternates days that Myrick gym is 
utilized. To alternate days for Gold 
Side, women’s volleyball and men’s 
frisbee will practice three days for 
one week. Then, the next week, 
men’s volleyball and women’s kick- 
ball will practice for three days. 

For Purple Side, men and 


women’s volleyball will practice 
three days and men’s frisbee and 
women’s kickball will practice two 
days a week. 

For each team on both Sides, 
there are around 10 to 14 players 
to ensure that the number was 
below 15. 

Usually during a College Night 
season, vast amounts are wel- 
come to cheer on the side of their 
choice, but this year things will 
have to look differently. To main- 
tain everyone’ health and safety, 
limited spectators will be allowed. 

All that the Sides know for 
now, is that there will be sign- 
up sheets for those who want 
to watch, and it will be on 
first-come, first-serve basis. The 
number of spectators will also be 
determined by the total capacity 
limit for Myrick Gym. 

In a normal College Night sea- 


son, the cheer team from Purple 
and Gold help hype up the crowd 
and root for their side, but only 
about half of the cheer squad will 
be able to attend the games. 

‘The first game for women’s 
volleyball will be on Feb. 27, ad- 
ditional details will be announced 
later 

Maggie James, the head of ath- 
letics for Purple Side, said, “This 
will be my third year playing as 
well as coaching. I am so proud of 
all my teams this year and I know 
it will be different for returning 
players.” 

Even though College Night is 
different this year, James men- 
tioned that she was still excited to 
be able to experience the sports 
aspect of College Night. 

With College Night being so 
different, James noted that, “We 
get to experience the new players 


Board of Trustees raises cost of board (cont.) 


World; establishing a new Ed.D. 
degree program in Restorative 
Leadership; extending tenure track 
for professors due to COVID-19 
disrupting plans; approving a 

new marketing concentration for 
students; and making a revision 

to the current calendar to move 
College Night to March for this 
year only. 

All of these motions were 
passed. There were also plans 
discussed by Alumni Affairs to 
stream College Night performance 
for $30 online. 

Disruptions caused by COVID 
was a common theme for the 
meeting. The board of trustees 
normally does its end of year eval- 


uations at its in-person retreat, but 
due to COVID-19 concerns, they 
will be completing the evaluations 
online. 

Scott Dillard, the vice president 
for advancement and external af- 
fairs, mentioned that COVID-19 
had forced his department to 
readjust and they were working on 
a developing a plan for fundraising 
moving forward. 

Looking toward the future, 
many of the trustees expressed 
hopefulness that the pandemic 
would be under control by the fall. 

One of the events planned for 
the fall is a lecture series being put 
together by the Black Heritage 
Committee. Dr. Stewart asked 


Dr. Greg Samuels, an associate 
secondary education professor and 
the chair of the Black Heritage 
Committee, to speak to the board 
about the lecture series. 

Samuels explained to the board 
that the committee would like to 
name the series in honor of Dr. 
Wilson Fallin Jr., a professor emer- 
itus of History in the Department 
of Behavioral and Social Sciences. 

The proposal issued to the 
board stated that “he [Dr. Lee] 
has been a consistent and fearless 
supporter of numerous efforts in 
the area of civil rights and social 
justice and beloved friend to all 
those who made his acquaintance, 
including Dr. Martin Luther King, 


Jr. Himself.” 

The board accepted the pro- 
posal, officially naming the lecture 
series in honor of Dr. Lee. 

Despite all of the disruptions 
caused by COVID-19, Strange 
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SGA 


By WESLEY HYDE, Dig- 
ital media manager 


During University Com- 
mittee reports of the Feb. 3 
meeting, SGA vice president 
Natalie Seevers shared updates 
from the prior Campus Dining 
Committee meeting. 

First Was that Pita Pit the 
campuses newest dining option 
has been performing well and 
had new hires, also adding 
that the location is looking to 
provide incentives for students 
looking for a on campus job. 
Before closing the meeting 
Seevers also announced that 
Higher Education Day will be 
held Feb. 25 with sign-ups on 
Falconlink. 

The Feb. 10 meeting held a 
few announcements. 

The Government Affairs 
committee said they were work- 
ing with the Student Activity 
Center to get nets for new volley 
courts they discussed in earlier 
meetings. Academic Affairs 
brought up that they are look- 
ing into opening study rooms 
in the library and study centers 
around campus while working 
out how to establish a policy 
for more lenient deadlines on 
assignments. 

After the senate committees 
wrapped up their announce- 
ments a new resolution was 
brought forward, Resolution 
2021-R-003 titled: “Giving 
gratitude and Appreciation to 
the UM COVID-19 Task Force 
to Ensure the Safety of Students 
and Faculty.” The resolution was 
tabled for next week’s meeting. 

SGA applications for execu- 
tive and senate positions open 


Feb. 15. 








nerves about the first game but 


also the returning players eager- 
ness to continue this tradition.” 

“I’m most looking forward 
to seeing how the teams come 
together to overcome all of the 
adversity that COVID-19 brings,” 
said Catherine Gay, Gold Side’s 
head of women’s athletics. 

Even with COVID-19 bring- 
ing change to the College Night 
season, both Sides are thankful to 
be able to participate in sports and 
bring an aspect of competition to 
such a long-standing tradition. 


stated that he was proud of how 
well UM was handling things 
compared to other universities. 

“This institution we call 
Montevallo is exceptional,” said 
Strange. 
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CDC encourages double masking 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 


Masking has grown to be 
increasingly common during the 
pandemic and there are different 
ways in which people try to pro- 
tect themselves from COVID-19. 
Some of the common types of 
protection used are cloth masks, 
surgical masks, face shields or 
neck gaiters. Regardless of which 
you choose; the purpose is to pro- 
tect both yourself and others from 
infectious droplets. 

Although a single face covering 
itself is generally good for pro- 
tection, some people have taken 
to double masking for increased 
protection. Double Masking is 
now one of several techniques that 
are now supported by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion after some research. 

According to Medical Epi- 
demiologist John T. Brooks of 
the CDC, in January the CDC 
specifically tested the benefits 
of “wearing a cloth mask over a 
medical procedure mask (double 
masking)” and a second method 
involving “knotting the ear loops 
of a medical procedure mask... 
and then tucking in and flatten- 
ing the extra material close to the 
face.” 

Afterward they found that the 






Wearing a mask that fits tightly to your face can 
help limit spread of the virus that causes COVID-19 


In lab tests with dummies, exposure to 


potentially infectious aerosols decreased 
by when they both wore 


tightly fitted masks 


Cloth mask over 
medical procedure mask 
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“receiver's exposure was maxi- 
mally reduced (>95%) when the 
source and receiver were fitted 
with modified medical procedure 
masks.” For them, the success of 
the experiments points toward 
the “importance of good fit to 
optimize mask performance.” 
They also conducted studies 
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involving “mask fitters to improve 
the fit of cloth and medical proce- 
dure masks.” These fitters “can be 
solid... or elastic... and are worn 
over the mask, secured with head 
ties or ear loops.” Their “results 
indicated that when fitters are se- 
cured over... they can potentially 
increase the wearer’s protection by 


Album Review: OK Human 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 


“OK Human” is the latest 
album by the American rock 
band, Weezer. Released on Jan. 
29, this record is the 14th studio 
album for the group. This release 
sets itself apart by introducing a 
backing orchestra of strings that 
were recorded at Abbey Road stu- 
dios. The group’s current ensem- 
ble is composed of Rivers Cuomo, 
Patrick Wilson, Brian Bell and 
Scott Shriner. 

The albums production dates 
back as far as 2017 and Cuomo 
credits producer Jake Sinclair for 
planting the idea of “you (Cuomo) 
and a piano and an orchestra, and 
it’s gonna be like super personal 
quirky songs that only you could 
write, not worrying about com- 
mercial potential at all.” 

The band was roughly 90 
percent done with the record 
when they received an offer to 
participate in 2020’s “Hella Mega 
Tour,” alongside Green Day and 
Fallout Boy. 

OK Human’s sound and style 
did not match up with the tour, 
so they shifted and produced a 
metal album instead for the tour. 

In an interview with NPR, 
Cuomo mentioned how after they 
finished the metal album their 
“manager called and said ‘Guess 
what? The whole tour is off! 
‘There’s a pandemic!” 

Thus, the group backpedaled 
and returned to focus on release 
of “OK Human” once more, with 





the metal album postponed to 
later this year. 

The record starts off strong 
with the single “All My Favorite 
Songs.” The track begins with a 
somber flute piece backed up by 
light chimes before the song picks 
up with strings and Cuomo’s 
vocals. 

The lyrics immediately begin 
with the track’s hook about how 
“All my favorite songs are slow 
and sad” and how “All my favorite 
people make me mad,” An idea 
that points to his conclusion “I 
don’t know what’s wrong with 
me.” The rich and varied instru- 
mentation alongside the catchy 
and relatable hook set an excellent 
tone for the album. 

‘The second track “Aloo Gobi” 
focuses on how Cuomo was living 
out the “same old dull routines” 
and how he'd “rather be a man on 
a mission.” However, the meaning 
of the track has become ironic to 
Cuomo who commented to NME 
that “when I wrote it, I was just 
bored with my social life, but I 
really took it for granted. That’s 
all been obliterated now, and I 
sure do miss it!” The instrumenta- 
tion stands out again on this track 
with its rich strings that back 
Cuomo’s vocals and the violins 
that flow underneath. 

Track 2’s ending flows into 
the start of track 3 “Grapes of 
Wrath.” Inspired by a sleep- 
less night listening to the book 
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“Grapes of Wrath” on Audible, 
the track explores that state of 
mind and makes references to 
various pieces of literature. The 
instrumentation is scaled back on 
this track and is reserved mostly 
for the delivery of the hook. 

The understated song, “Num- 
bers,” carries a melancholic tone 
and dwells on the dark side of 
statistics. The “numbers are out 
to get you” and “they'll kill you if 
they get through.” 

Rather than having numbers 
grant freedom in individuality 
they become an object of preoc- 
cupation that can oppress and 
restrict. The instrumental backing 
starts off soft and somber then 
swells up to the chorus. The song 
features a nice blend of mixed in- 
strumentation with piano, strings 
and horns. 

“Screens” is one of the groovier 
songs in the track list with its 
prominent beat and deep strings. 
Despite an instrumental catch, 
the track can come across as tire- 
some with its themes. The lyrics 
focus on the digital age where 
“the real world is dying” and how 
“Everyone stares at the screens.” 

The track “Bird with a Broken 
Wing” has a woodwind-based 
entrance and a hypnotizing 
string backing with light tex- 
tures weaving back and forth. 
‘The instrumentation assists in 
painting the nostalgic tone of the 
track. Cuomo portrays himself as 


Other effective options 
to improve fit include: 


Nylon covering over mask 





> 90” percent. 

It is important to note. howev- 
er, that these findings “are subject 
to at least four limitations.” They 
were done with “one type of med- 
ical procedure mask and one type 
of cloth mask among the many 
choices that are commercially 
available.” 


+Wwee +o Ave 


lousiness days. 


wy Hew FRIENG Foy 


Page 5 


They did not “include any 
other combinations of masks.” 
The “findings” may not be “gen- 
eralizable to children because of 
their smaller size or men with 
beards... which interfere with 
fit.” Lastly, although these options 
have advantages, it is important to 
remember that “double mask- 
ing might impede breathing or 
obstruct peripheral vision” and 
“knotting and tucking can change 
the shape of the mask such that it 
no longer covers fully.” 

Ultimately, the thing to con- 
sider is your own personal limita- 
tions and make sure that the mask 
is “well fitted to the contours of 
the face to prevent leakage around 
the masks’ edge.” Also remember 
that masking is an additional 
protection alongside “other pro- 
tective measures, such as physical 
distancing, avoiding crowds and 
poorly ventilated indoor spaces 
and good hand hygiene.” Such 
protections are considered neces- 
sary “Until vaccine-induced pop- 
ulation immunity is achieved.” 





OK Human Album Cover by Mattias Adolfsson. 


a bird that is reflecting back upon 
his life. Despite having become a 
“bird with a broken wing” he still 
has “this beautiful song to sing.” 
The album concludes with a 
track titled “La Brea Tar Pits.” 
Cuomo’s lyrics places himself as 
a man who is “sinking in the La 
Brea Tar Pits” after “tromping 
the jungles” and he says that “I 
don’t want to die cause there’s still 
so much to give.” The chorus is 
warm and beautiful despite the 
subject matter. The track closes 
out the album with an instrumen- 
tal finale that holds and fades. 


Weezer managed to fit a 


surprising amount of content into 
a 12-track album that has a total 
runtime of only 30 minutes. The 
album is fairly consistent in its 
approach of catchy hooks with the 
mixed instrumentation to back 

it. A negative aspect of the album 
is that it is fairly frontloaded 

with good tracks with a weaker 
midpoint. However, they are still 
able to provide a conclusion to 
end strong. 
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By MAKAYLA MONTGOMERY 


Aries: Let it go, Aries. 
Letting it fester won't let it 
heal. In order to get what 
you want you're going to 
have to give. No pain, no 
gain. 


Taurus: Routine, routine, 
routine. Get out of it, Tau- 
rus! Add some spice to your 
life. We know you're all 


about stability. Keep them 
on their toes. 


Gemini: Don't be a 
know-it-all, Gemini. You're 
a chatty one, but do your 
actions back it up? Your 
words are heavier than you 
think. Act it out. 


Cancers Go after what 


you really want, Cancer. 
In order to do that, your 
hands must be empty. 
Speak your wishes to the 
Universe. Someone will be 
listening. 


Leos Center-stage, as 
always, Leo. You'll have 
many opportunities to play 
dress-up this week. Make 
sure at least one of your 


characters is you. 


Virgo: Get to the bottom 
of it, Virgo. Allow yourself 
to tune into your inner de- 
tective. The pieces will only 
fall into place if you put 
them together. The truth is 
out there. 


Libra: The name of this 
week's game is “risk,” Libra. 
You won't get anywhere by 
staying comfortable. Break 
through for the break- 
through. 


Scorpio: Your corner is 
not as empty as you think it 
is, Scorpio. However alone 
you may feel, someone is 
rooting for you. You are not 
the lone wolf you think you 
are. 


Sagittarius: Words are 
your friend this week, Sag. 
Not everyone can read 
your mind. If you need 


something, let them know. 
Communication is the key 
to most doors. 


Capricorn: Money, mon- 
ey, money. We know your 
goals, Capricorn. You are 
more than what you want. 
Your worth doesn't lie in 
the material. 


Aquarius: In the midst 
of your season, good things 
are happening, Aqua. The 
Universe is always listen- 
ing, and you've been heard. 
Keep talking. 


Pisces: Be adventurous, 
Pisces. There's a lot out 
there you haven't experi- 
enced and it’s because you 
like to stick to the inside of 
your shell. Get out there. 


CROSSWORD: Black History 


By ANNAPRENZIE KOCSIS 
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2. Last name of the first Black 
woman elected to Congress. 


4. The Underground 

was a network of secret routes 
and safe houses to help slaves 
escape to free-states and Canada. 


5. An American jazz legend who 
played tenor sax and as well as 
being a composer who played an 
important role in the develop- 
ment of jazz. 


6. Born in Louisville, Kentucky, 
he was a professional boxer and 
social activist who died on June 
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3, 2016. 


8. A seamstress that worked at a 
department store who was arrest- 
ed and fined for refusing to give 
up her seat on a bus. 


1.0 The 
a civil rights protest in which Af- 


bus boycott was 





rican Americans refused to ride 
city buses to protest segregated 
seating. 


11. This national museum has the 


building in which James Earl Ray 
shot the bullet that assassinated 
Martin Luther King Jr. 


13. Founded in 1738 by Spanish 
colonists, this fort is the site of 
the first free Black settlement in 
the United States. 


14. Sylvester Croom was the first 
African American head coach for 
what conference? 


15. This plantation, located in 
Jacksonville, Florida, is one of the 
oldest plantations in Florida and 
is currently being used as a house 
museum that displays what life 
was like during the early years of 
the plantation. 
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1. He is the 44th president of 
the U.S.A. 


3. Abolitionist and political 
activist that was born into 
slavery and later became a 
union spy during the Civil 
War. 


4. The first African American 
child to desegregate an all- 
white elementary school in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. 


7. Martin Luther King Jr. 

gave a famous and influen- 

tial speech entitled “I Have a 
” on August 28, 1963. 


9. A famous director of dance 
theater who founded his own 
dance company in New York 
City known as the 

American Dance 
Theater. 


12 Jackie Robinson was the 
first African American to play 
at a professional level of this 
sport. 
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By AUBRIE CHASTAIN 


Archeologist Discover 
Well-Preserved Ceremonial 
Chariot Near Pompeii 

On February 27, Archeolo- 
gists located on the grounds of 
ancient villas in Pompeii an- 
nounced that they had found 
a ceremonial chariot dating 
back to around 79 A.D. 

When the eruption of 
Mount Vesuvius happened in 
79 A.D., it nearly destroyed 
much of the ruins of Pompeii. 
Due to the walls and roof of 
a structure the chariot was 
surrounded by, the chariot 
survived and remained intact. 

Archeologists believe that 
it was a ceremonial chariot 
and was used for celebrations, 
festivities and parades. 

The chariot was discovered 
after police found illegally 
dug tunnels near the ruins 
of Pompeii. Currently, the 
two people who are accused 
of these tunnels are on trial 
for digging more than eighty 
meters of tunnel of the arche- 
ological site. 


Never Before Seen Vin- 
cent Van Gogh Painting on 
Display in Paris 

Recently a painting from 
the infamous painter, Vincent 
van Gogh, has been found 
after being hidden in a French 
family’s private art collection 
for more than a century. 
“Street Scene in Montmartre” 
was painted in 1887 by Van 
Gogh, three years before his 
alleged suicide. 

In this painting, viewers 
can see the rural Montmartre 


with bystanders walking by. 


This place is popular among 
tourists but there is little to no 
resemblance from the painting 
to how Montmartre is now. 

‘The painting is soon to go 
on display for the first time 
before going to an auction in 
Paris. The painting is expected 
to bring in six to nine million 
dollars when up for sale in 
March. 


House Democrats Intro- 
duce the George Floyd Jus- 
tice in Policing Act of 2021 

On February 24, House 
Democrats reintroduced 
a police reform legislation 
to change the name to The 
George Floyd Justice in 
Policing Act of 2021 to honor 
George Floyd who lost his life 
at the hands of police. 

This legislation would ban 
no-knock warrants for federal 
drug cases and establish prohi- 
bitions against racial profiling 
in law enforcement. The act 
would also ban chokeholds, 
classifying them as a civil 
rights violation and create a 
registry for police misconduct. 

While the House passed 
a similar bill earlier last year, 
the Senate never approved the 
bill. Renaming the bill and 
adjusting it, the House can 
vote on this proposal as early 
as this coming week. 
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15k Awarded to Environmental Studies 


Environmental studies, 2017. Courtesy of University Marketing and Communications. 


Recently, Montevallo’s En- 
vironmental Studies Program 
received a $15,000 grant to sup- 
port ongoing efforts to provide 
educational opportunities for 
Title I schools. 

The Daniel Foundation pro- 
vided the grant and has already 
partnered with Montevallo on 
many previous projects. 

The Daniel Foundation’s mis- 
sion is to “strengthen communi- 
ties within Alabama and improve 
the quality of life for citizens 
from all regions of Alabama.” 

In addition to the Daniel 
Foundation’s mission to bring 
communities together, they also 
have priorities for, “Operational 
support for arts organizations, 
particularly those with organiza- 
tional sustainability strategies.” 

Because of the Daniel’s Foun- 
dation’s priority of organizational 


sustainability strategies, Dr. Su- 
san Caplow, an associate profes- 
sor of environmental studies and 
the coordinator of the University 
of Montevallo’s Environmental 
Studies Program, explained that 
UM and the Daniel’s Foundation 
have many aligned interests - one 
being that they specifically want 
to support projects that increase 
access to nature. 

With this grant, Caplow’s 
goals are “to establish new school 
partners and get kids outside.” 
The grant will help by deliver- 
ing free educational programs 
to schools in Shelby, Bibb, and 
Chilton counties. 

With free educational 
programs, Montevallo hopes 
to expose students to nature, 
which they believe will increase 
attention capacity, positive emo- 
tions and ability to reflect on life 


Former Gold Side 
leader lectures on 
College Night history 


By SARAH CLAYTON 


Before a lecture from former 
Gold Side leader, Dr. Jeff Walker, 
SGA President Thomas Dillard 
announced the winners of Mr. 
and Ms. Montevallo on Wednes- 
day, Feb. 24. 

Dillard discussed the nominees 
and acknowledged each of their 
campus and community involve- 
ment. 

‘The nominees for Mr. 
Montevallo were Nate Blakely, 
Jonathan Everheart and Lavaun 
Thompson. The nominees for Ms. 
Montevallo were Abby Jo Askins, 
Christine Compton and Peri 
McCoy. 

Jonathan Everheart and Peri 
McCoy were announced as the 
winners. 

Walker gave a brief lecture on 
the history of College Night from 
its beginnings of a class competi- 
tion in Main dining hall. 

According to Walker, it was 
not until 1921 that Gold and 
Purple Sides were created, as 
for the first several years of the 
tradition, it was played based on 
classifications. 

For the first three decades, 
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College Night was more of an eve- 
ning of entertainment with Vaude- 
ville type of shows. 1950 was the 
year where the competition shifted 
to competitive musical theatre. 

Walker described how the 
tradition has changed over time 
to what we see today, with sports 
being added, moving to Palmer 
Hall and the introduction of the 
catch phrase. 

“College Night was really 
giving women an opportunity to 
do things they would not get to do 
at some other institutions in the 
country. Because women were not 
only playing men’s roles on stage, 
but they were doing a lot of what 
would have been traditionally con- 
sidered masculine work, right? 

“They were the ones designing 
and building set pieces. Women 
were the ones writing the scripts 
and directing the plays and doing 
every single thing related to these 
College Night productions,” said 
Walker. 

Walker is now a communi- 
cations studies professor, and 
teaches the College Night class 
on campus. He is also the author 
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- Faculty Senate 


problems, as well as closing ed- 
ucational gaps in the classroom. 
Additionally, students can learn 
more about sustainability and 


environmentally friendly options. 


Caplow explained in-depth 
how the Environmental Studies 
Program can benefit from the 
grant. Programs through the 
grant will provide a multitude of 
employment opportunities for 
students who enjoy working out- 
doors with the public, including 
environmental studies majors 
and minors. 

“The UM Environmental Ed- 
ucation Program, which is part 
of the Environmental Studies 
Program, helps us get more folks 
out experiencing Montevallo’s 
unique outdoor spaces, which 
helps promote connections to 
nature across our community!” 
said Caplow. 





Through fieldtrips to Ebenezer 
Swamp, the Organic Community 
Garden, the James Wylie Shep- 
herd Observatory, University 
Lake and the main campus the 
community will be allowed to be 
further connected to the Univer- 
sity through various educational 
opportunities. 

With COVID-19 making 
in-person fieldtrips difficult, 
the Environmental Education 
Program is developing virtual 
activities and socially distanced 
ones to keep students and faculty 
safe. Through trying times, the 
Environmental Studies program 
remains flexible and are dis- 
covering newer ways to involve 
Montevallo and surrounding 
communities. 





College Night page from the 1950 Montage. Courtesy of Anna 


Crawford Miner Archives. 


of “College Night: A Centennial 
Celebration.” 
In reference to this year’s 


changes due to COVID-19, Walk- 


er said, “It is important to keep 
traditions going no matter what is 
in the way.” 
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EDITO 


Dear reader, 

It’s hard to believe that it’s 
already March. The semester is 
halfway over, but there's still so 
much opportunity left. 

Recently, I was offered a great 
internship opportunity for the 
summer. Not only does it pay 
well, it will allow me to grow as a 
reporter, which is so exciting. 

Shortly before I graduated 
high school, I made a promise to 
myself to say ‘yes’ to things for 
me. I didn’t want to let anyone 


influence what decisions I made, 
so I made decisions based on 
what was best for me because at 
the end of the day, I was the one 
who had to live with it. 

It’s why I went to Montevallo 
and started studying journalism 
to begin with. That’s why I want 
to take opportunities as they 
come to me. 

However, I don't want to get 
too caught up in planning my 
entire future. Given the events 
of the past year, I especially want 








to enjoy the things I feel like I've 
taken for granted. 

I only have a few months left 
of my junior year. I want to enjoy 
the time I have in my classes and 
the rest of my term as editor. I 
want to spend time with my boy- 
friend and my best friend. I want 
to go hiking and go to art mu- 
seums. I want capture moments 
in photos like I used to and sing 
with the windows down. 

I’ve grown so much since the 
beginning of my college career, 
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and The Alabamian has been a 
huge part of that journey. I still 
have a lot more room to grow, but 
I’m excited for what comes next. 


Sincerely, 
Zoe Hall 
Editor-in-chief 














By KATY BARNES, Distribution manager 


This February marked 
the 25th anniversary of the 
Pokémon Franchise, and in 
true Nintendo fashion, they 
used this anniversary to an- 
nounce the long-awaited “Di- 
amond” and “Pear!” remakes 
for the Nintendo Switch. 

While rereleasing remas- 
ters of Pokémon games have 
been a staple since 2004, many 
fans find themselves under- 
whelmed with this decision. 

Originally released in 2006, 
“Diamond” and “Pearl” were 
the first Pokémon games 
made for the DS System. For 
many fans my age, “Diamond” 
and “Pearl” were their first 
introduction to the world of 
Pokémon, and as such we 
have the fondest memories 
of playing through Sinnoh 
with our starter Pokémon of 
choice. 

Time marches on, however, 
and since 2006 video game 
graphics have come a long 
way. Screens are bigger, they 
have more pixels, and the art 
style in Pokémon games has 
shifted dramatically in the last 
15 years, leading many fans 
to be underwhelmed with the 
final product. 

For many people, the 
main issue with the rerelease 
is disappointment with the 
way “Brilliant Diamond” and 
“Shining Pearl” look. 

For this specific game, Game 
Freak, the normal creators of 
Pokémon games, has out- 
sourced to ILCA in the design 
portion. 

ILCA has worked on 
Pokémon before, with the 
app “Pokémon Home” - a 
Pokémon Storage app de- 
signed for easy transfer of 
Pokémon between games. 
ILCA is mostly known as a 
design support studio, so this 
would be one of the first proj- 
ects they completely control. 
The designs for the characters 
are in an art style known as 
“Chibi” - a Japanese way of 
drawing characters with small 


bodies and large heads. 
Coupled with the 3D aspect 
of the new game, it results in a 
look many have called remi- 
niscent of app store games, or 
another notorious game series 
for the Wii called “MySims.” 
The dramatic art style shift 
was made even more apparent 
by Game Freak’s announce- 
ment of another new game 
“Pokémon Legends: Arceus” - 
an open world type Pokémon 
game also taking place in the 
Sinnoh region. 

Many fans cite they would 
rather the remakes look like 
the upcoming “Pokémon 
Legends” game. As an avid 
Pokémon fan and a casual 
gamer however, I find I much 
prefer the Chibi style of the 
remakes. 

It’s important to note that 
game franchises should be 
visually different. “Pokémon 
Legends” is a different line 

of games than the Pokémon 
main titles — naturally they 
need to change the way the 
two games look. 

This choice allows for a wider 
variety of interest in their 
titles. If you don't like the 

way “Brilliant Diamond” and 
“Shining Pearl” look, then 
Game Freak has another op- 
tion for you. 

For me, I want the remake. 

It’s traditional for Game Freak 
to rerelease their older titles, 
and for my personal favorite 
to be left out would insult me 
as a longtime fan. I have been 
looking forward to this game 
for ages and when it comes to 
video games, story is the most 
important thing. 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, 


When I was a kid in ele- 
mentary school, my cousins 
and I used to run around our 
grandmother's yard and pre- 
tend to be Pokémon trainers. 

When we got our hands on 
our first packs of Pokémon 
cards, we didn't understand 
how to play the game, so we 
just ran around and pretended 
that those were our Pokémon 
and held mock battles - 
which usually involved lots 
of arguing over whether our 
Pokémon dodged attacks. 

I’ve stayed interested in 
Pokémon for years, though I 
quit watching the show years 
back. 

I probably wouldn't have 
clicked on the trailer for 
“Pokémon Legends: Arceus,” 
if one of my cousins hadn't 
texted in a group chat about a 
remake of the Pokémon “Di- 
amond” and “Pearl” games, 
which we had all loved. 

I was riveted by what I saw 
in the trailer, and one of the 
first things I messaged my 
cousins back was “You can 
roll!” 

For some, this may seem 
like a small thing, but I’ve 
been a long time Pokémon 
fan for a long time, and have 
spent most of my time playing 
the Game Boy Advanced and 
DS Light games, which are 
fairly restricted in how char- 
acters move. 

It was only later that I 
figured out I hadn't watched 
the trailer for the new “Dia- 
mond” and “Pearl” remakes, 
but a trailer for the completely 
separate open world game. 

Naturally, I immediately 
watched the trailer for the 
remastered “Diamond” and 
“Pearl” games, now called 
“Brilliant Diamond” and 
“Shining Pearl” 

While the trailer did con- 
jure up in me a sense of nos- 
talgia that “Pokémon Legends: 
Arceus’” trailer did not, I was 
ultimately disappointed. 

The graphics look signifi- 
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cantly improved over the orig- 
inal games, but that is about 
all I can say for it. 

Instead of using the same 
free flowing movement style 
of “Pokémon Sword and 
Shield,” it appears that they 
have chosen to keep to the 
same grid-like movement that 
players were stuck with in the 
original games. 

This seems like a waste to 
me; this is a chance for them 
to take an excellent story and 
give the actual game an up- 
dated look and feel to match 
the higher quality gameplay 
players now experience. 

In comparison, “Pokémon 
Legends: Arceus” seems to 
be exactly what the Pokémon 
franchise needs to help keep 
fans both old and new inter- 
ested in the series. 

As I noted before, you 
can roll, and not only that, 
you have the ability to stalk 
Pokémon and attempt to cap- 
ture them by throwing poké 
balls at them without engag- 
ing in combat. 

One of the first things one 
of my friends pointed out to 
me after he had watched the 
trailer was the resemblance to 
“Legend of Zelda: Breath of 
the Wild,’ which is an open 
world RPG. Several other 
sources, including Screen 
Rant, have made this same 
connection. 

Personally, I think this is 
exactly what the Pokémon se- 
ries needed. As longtime fan, 
I have often felt that Pokémon 
wasnt taking full advantage 
of the opportunities that their 
massive world gave to them. 

This seems like they are 
finally choosing to take hold 
of some of that potential for 
broader storytelling and run- 
ning with it. 

I can't wait to dive into this 
new and exciting world of 
Pokémon, and look forward 
to seeing the finished product 
released next year. 
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City holds annual Arbor Day celebration 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor 








In the past, Arbor Day in Mon- 
tevallo has been a crowded event 
full of vendors and people happily 
collecting their trees, while this 
year lacked the grandeur of the 
past, the tradition carried on none 
the less. 

Like last year, Montevallo’s 
Arbor Day event was held at the 
Montevallo recycling center. Due 
to the current COVID-19 pan- 
demic, the decision was made by 
Montevallo Arbor and Beautifica- 
tion Board to downsize the event. 

Instead of hosting a variety of 
vendors inside, the group set up 
tables outside manned by board 
members and extended their hours 
until 3 p.m. rather than ending at 
noon like they would normally. 
The idea behind this was that it 
would keep the event more spaced 
out and give people plenty of time 
to come by and pick up a tree 
without having to worry about a 
crowd. 

John Mckinnon, the Char- 
main of the board, who is both a 
former University of Montevallo 
student and employee, said he has 
been involved with the board for 
around 10 years, and has been the 
chairman for two of those years. 

Though Mckinnon hopes to 
return to a more normal setup 
for Arbor Day next year, he had 
positive things to say about how 
things were going for this year’s 
Arbor Day. 

At 10 a.m., Mckinnon said he 
was “so far really pleased” with the 
event, and that they had “already 
run out of two different types of 
trees.” 

Mckinnon’s positive feelings 
were reflected by Olivia Barone, a 
former New Jersey resident who 






Photo by Harrison Neville. 


moved to Montevallo in 2019 
to take the job of sustainability 
coordinator. 

“T think John’s done a great 
job,” said Barone, adding that she 
thought the event had gone “a lot 
better than expected.” 

Herschel Hale, the former 12- 
year chairman of the Montevallo 
Arbor and Beautification Board 
echoed these sentiments, stating 
“we're doing enough.” 

One of the reasons that Mck- 
innon and the other members 
of the board wanted to still host 
Arbor Day is because it is among 
the requirements in order to 
stay a recognized Tree City USA 
community, which Montevallo has 
been a part of for 27 years. 


City passes pet ordinace 


By CADY INABINETT, City beat reporter 


The Montevallo City Council 
met Monday, Feb. 22, for their 
regularly scheduled, biweekly 
meeting. The Council met to 
discuss the set agenda topic as well 
as field the concerns of citizens 
who chose to attend the meeting. 
The Council met both in person 
and via Zoom, with the meeting 
livestreamed on the city’s Face- 
book page. 

At the meeting, Mayor Rusty 
Nix honored two long-time 
citizens of Montevallo who passed 
away over the past few weeks. 

The first honored Deloris Cross 
Evans, who died Jan. 31. Evans 
was a teacher for more than 25 
years, working at ABC Daycare 
and Kindergarten in Homewood. 

Nix recognized her “gift of 
patience and love,” her “love for 
encouraging people with her 
kind words and soft voice,” and 
thanked her for her dedication the 
people of Montevallo. 

‘The second proclamation hon- 
ored Barbara Mayweather Belisle. 

Belisle was also a teacher, with 
Nix pointing out that she was the 
“first African-American teacher 
in the Shelby County System and 
taught for 28 years at Montevallo 
High School.” 

Belisle was also a published 
author and poet, in addition to 
being involved in a number of 
community organizations, includ- 
ing the Montevallo Arts Council, 
Montevallo Main Street Players, 
the Birmingham Civil Rights In- 
stitution and the Alabama Writers’ 
Conclave. 

‘Three citizens addressed the 
council during the meeting. 

‘The first was C.P. Pierson, who 
requested that the council provides 
monthly updates about a project 
taken on by the previous mayor 
and city council to build a hotel in 
Montevallo. 

The council did not comment 
on this request. 

Two other citizens, Jennifer 
Boyd and Martin Herbert, spoke 
in favor of approving a new 
animal control ordinance that 
would be discussed later in the 
meeting—with Boyd saying that 
she doesn’t “see that it negatively 
affects anybody,” and that passing 


the ordinance would “only posi- 
tively affect our town.” 

The council went on to discuss 
this revised animal control ordi- 
nance. The ordinance, which was 
presented and read at the previous 
council meeting on Feb. 8, amends 
Chapter 4, Article II of the Mu- 
nicipal Code to better protect the 
welfare of animals within the city. 

This ordinance establishes rules 
about owner’s duty to provide for 
their pet’s health, such as a rule 
requiring owners to provide “ad- 
equate clean, fresh potable water 
available to the animal continu- 
ously” in the area where it is kept. 

‘The amendments also create 
rules about how to “properly 
restrain dogs on private and com- 
mercial property.” 

The ordinance states that it is 
the responsibility of dog owners or 
owners of premises where dogs are 
housed to “keep the animal within 
effective, humane, and hygienic 
restraint,” and deems “failure 
to provide or maintain effective 
restraint” as unlawful. 

The ordinance goes on to 
outline what constitutes as proper 
restraints for a dog. These include 
fenced enclosures “with adequate 
space for ease of movement and 
adequate exercise based on the 
animal’s breed, age, size, health, 
coat, and medical condition,” and 
trolley systems created by “attach- 
ing a leash to a pulley on a cable,” 
given that requirements regarding 
the dog’s freedom of movement 
are met. 

The ordinance also says that 
“any animal that is habitually 
left outside” must have access to 
a “structurally sound, moisture 
proof, windproof shelter.” 

The council unanimously 
passed the ordinance. 

Following this, the council 
moved into a closed Executive 
Session. Executive Sessions are not 
open to the public, and no notes 
or minutes will be available from 
the session. 

According to the agenda, the 
session was held to discuss “terms 
of a Property Lease and Economic 
Incentive Package.” 

The council remained in this 
session for an hour and a half. 
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Hale described with pride the 
way that Montevallo’s Arbor Day 
event attracts visitors from outside 
of town. According to Hale, one 
of the best parts of the Montevallo 
Arbor Day is the way it welcomes 
people from all over to come and 
participate. 

Throughout the morning, sev- 
eral families ventured in and out 
of the event, usually talking a little 
with the various board members 
before they picked up their sapling 
and headed back out. One of these 
families mentioned that they had 
just happened to see the signs up 
while driving by and decided to 
come check it out. 

Arbor Day isn’t the only thing 
that the Montevallo Arbor and 


y Foundation 





Beautification Board works on. 


They also hand out beatification 
awards to residents, but unfor- 
tunately, Mckinnon said that he 
does not believe they will be doing 
it this year due to the difficulty of 
having the judges view the areas 
together. 

The Board also does design re- 
views of the landscaping outside of 
new businesses in town, and helps 
out with some of the local parks. 
Recently, they participated in the 
planting of 10 trees in Orr Park. 

“T think Montevallo continues 
to lead by example in all sustain- 
ability initiatives,” said Barone. 


Shelby County lacks 
infrastructure for cold 


By CADY INABINETT, City beat reporter 





Photo courtesy of Rylee Holt. 


Much of the southern United 
States experienced extreme cold 
weather on Feb. 15, as a winter 
storm moved across the country. 
This cold front resulted in low 
temperatures in the teens and high 
temperatures hovering around 
freezing across the area, in addi- 
tion to an accumulation of snow 
and ice. 

‘The weather caused the 
University to delay opening until 
10 a.m. on both Feb. 15 and 16 
due to potentially dangerous road 
conditions and for Shelby County 
schools to remained closed Feb. 
16. 

Cold weather such as what the 
area experienced on Feb. 15 can 
have serious health consequences 
for those who lack adequate heat- 
ing in their homes or lack homes 
at all. While there is no available 
data on the number of homes 
that lack heating or the number 
of homeless people in Shelby 
County, according to the US. 
Census Bureau 6.2% of people 
in Shelby County live below the 
poverty line. 

Warming stations and cold 
weather shelters often offer a 
means of refuge for those who lack 
adequate protection from the cold. 
However, there is no readily avail- 
able information about warming 
stations and cold weather shelters 
in Shelby County. 

When asked about Monteval- 
lo’s response to extreme winter 
weather, Mayor Rusty Nix said 
that the city has “tried warming 
centers in the past with not much 


luck,” citing the “lack of funds and 
volunteers as the reason. 

Additionally, at a city council 
meeting on Jan. 25, citizen Joyce 
Sherer addressed the council 
about an issue faced by volunteers 
running a warming station at 
Montevallo First Baptist Church. 

Sherer spoke very vaguely while 
discussing the issue but said that a 
man had been harassing volunteers 
at the warming station. Sherer 
did not go into specifics about 
the harassment, but did say that 
the church had “decided now that 
we're not going to be doing it.” 

It appears that First Baptist 
Church did decide to no longer 
host a warming station, as there 
was not a warming station opened 
there during the recent cold 
front. No other churches in the 
Montevallo area appeared to have 
hosted warming station during 
this time either. 

The local Salvation Army chap- 
ter didn’t have any information 
about warming stations available 
either. 

Shelby County Emergen- 
cy Management Agency has a 
section for information regarding 
warming stations on their website, 
but there are no warming station 
locations listed. 

Additionally, there is no 
information about measures in 
place to help mitigate the effects 
of extreme cold available on the 
Shelby County EMA website or 
in the Shelby County All Hazards, 
Multi-Jurisdictional Mitigation 
Plan, despite the plan pointing 
out the risks that many individuals 
face from extreme cold weather. 

The plan points out that “many 
homes will be too cold,” that fire 
and carbon monoxide poisoning 
risks will increase “as people use 
space heaters and fireplaces to 
stay warm,” and that exposure to 
extremely cold temperatures can 
“lead to serious or life-threatening 
health problems such as hypother- 
mia, cold stress, frostbite or freez- 
ing of the exposed extremities.” 

Shelby County EMA was con- 
tacted for comment on this topic 
but did not respond. 
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SGA 


By HARRISON NEV- 
ILLE, Managing editor 


In the recent SGA meeting, 
the SGA Senate passed their 
first bill in the one-year term of 
this current Senate. Bill 2021-B- 
001, titled “Replacement of the 
sand court volleyball net” was 
brought to the floor by the Gov- 
ernmental Affairs Committee. 

As its name suggest, the 
bill would replace the current 
net in the sand court, which 
committee member Sen. Caitlin 
Blackburn, the SGA adminis- 
trative vice president, described 
as “sagging” and said they were 
“not regulation.” 

Blackburn also told the Sen- 
ate that “the assistant volleyball 
coach has offered to go out and 
set it up for us, so we don’t even 
have to worry about it.” 

The bill was tabled for the 
week and then passed at the 
Feb. 24 Senate meeting. When 
it was brought up again at the 
graduate senator Tez Mitchell 
reiterated some of the points 
made by Blackburn and added 
that the committee hoped the 
net would “encourage exercise.” 

“We're hoping that once we 
do replace this net, it'll attract 
more people and more teams 
to be able to come out and use 
the net in a more professional... 
[and] recreational manner,” 
explained Tez. 

The total cost of the bill was 
$77.70. The net was picked out 
by the assistant volleyball coach. 

The other highlights from 
the meeting held on Feb. 17 
were the committee reports 
given by executive members. 

SGA Treasurer Josiah Gar- 
rett informed everyone that the 
Alumni Committee was work- 
ing on activities for alums to 
participate in lieu of the normal 
activities. 

Garrett also told the Sen- 
ate that the Black Heritage 
committee was a thing and 
he thought that it just got a 
lectured series passed for an 
undefined date. 

Senior Class president, Sol- 
omon Balaam-Reed added that 
the lecture series would be in 
the fall of 2021 and was named 
after UM Professor Emeritus 
Dr. Wilson Fallin Jr. 

Blackburn announced that 
the concert and lecture com- 
mittee approved a two-part 
series with two different string 
quartets. The series will feature 
some of UM music professor 
Dr. Joseph Landers work, and 
will be held in two parts. The 
first part will be held in Davis 
to a limited, socially distanced 
audience. The second part will 
be in an outdoor venue and will 
be open for people to walk by. 

For the University Student 
Publications committee, Educa- 
tion senator Heather Collier re- 
ported that the committee had 
met to approve a new business 
manager for The Alabamian 
and would meet again in April 
to select new editor in chiefs for 
the next school year as well as 
approving the business manager 
for the next year. 

For SGA Senate reports, 
Government Affairs announced 
that they were working on new 
legislation to address the air 
conditioning being turned off 
in Bloch on the weekends. Both 
the students’ rights and interest 
and the Academic Affairs com- 
mittees said that were work- 
ing on resolutions, while the 
Campus Life Committee said 
they were working on a bill to 
acquire launchpads for the disc 
golf course on campus. 

In closing, Natalie Seavers 
SGA Vice President announced 
that SGA Senate and Executive 
position applications were open 
and invited interested senators 
to sit in on executive meetings. 
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Women’s basketball nationally ranked 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 


F 


For the first time in 25 years, 
the Montevallo Women’s Basket- 
ball team is nationally ranked. 

Last month's D2 Sports 
Information Directors Associ- 
ation Poll placed the women’s 
basketball team at number 23 in 
the nation, ahead of their final 
matches of the regular season. 

The recent weekend sweep 
against Shorter University 
secured them a host spot for 
the Gulf Southern Conference 
playoffs. 

The team hosted Ala- 
bama-Huntsville on Tuesday, 
March 2 at 6 pm. 

As the Montevallo Falcons 
go into the GSC tournament for 
the second year in a row, they 
are led by their head coach, Gary 
Van Atta, and their two senior 
captains, Kourtnie Smith and 
Kiya Sain. 

Van Atta was originally head 
coach for the team from 1989 
to1996 but left to coach for the 
University of Tennessee-Martin 
and then his alma mater, Trevec- 
ca Nazarene University. 

Eventually, he left his alma 
mater to return to coaching for 
the University of Montevallo. 

Van Atta made the transition 
back to Montevallo due to being 
constantly on the road and away 
from his family. 

When the position at Mon- 
tevallo opened up, Van Atta said, 
“Tt was a perfect fit for me and 
my family.” 

Van continued, “It was a place 
I was very familiar with and had 
a successful program in the past.” 

Being the fifth season since 
Van has returned, he has been 
rebuilding the program with the 
student-athletes. 

“We have very committed 
student-athletes that are driven 
to be the very best, not only on 





Women’s basketball. Courtesy of University Marketing and Communications. 


the basketball court but in the 
classroom, he said. “This path 
was being paved by the previous 
players who made the com- 
mitment to help us rebuild this 
program.” 

For Van Atta though, winning 
games isn't the only motivation 
for continuing to coach. 

For him, it’s about “the oppor- 
tunity to challenge and empower 
young athletes to be their best.” 

“Every day, it is a pleasure to 
watch them grow into adulthood, 
watch them choose for them- 
selves who they want to become,’ 
he said. “Who wouldn't want to 


be part of something like this?” 

For senior captains Kiya Sain 
and Kourtnie Smith, the women’s 
basketball team at Montevallo 
means more than anything to 
them. 

“Tve been part of this program 
going on five years, and being 
able to say I was a part of the 
history and growth of this team is 
very special to me,’ said Sain. 

Although the two women 
have worked together to lead the 
team throughout the years, they 
go about it differently. 

“T approach leading the team 
by figuring out what's best for 


[them] as a whole and by having 
positivity at all times,” said Smith. 
“T feel like I have never [strayed] 
away from the task at hand and 
vocally [I am] a positive voice 

for the team. Even when we are 
down, I let it be a motivation and 
push through.” 

Sain approaches leading the 
team more individually. 

“Each one of my teammates 
needs a different version of me in 
order for me to help them best. 

I take my leadership role very 
personal,’ said Sain. “I just put 
my uniform on and play just like 
my teammates honestly. I would 


MOG holds Among Us event 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 


While COVID-19 continues 
to dominate social lives, student 
organizations have been adapting 
in different ways. Among these, 
the Montevallo Organization 
of Gaming has looked to online 
gaming. 

Recently, they hosted a Zoom 
“Among Us” event where partic- 
ipants joined a Zoom call and 
were split into breakout rooms 
to play the widely popular video 
game, “Among Us.” 

“Among Us” is an online mul- 
tiplayer game where players are 
randomly assigned to be an Im- 
poster or a Crewmate. Imposters 
have to kill the rest of the crew- 
mates, while the crewmates either 
have to finish their assigned tasks 
across the map or find out who 
the Imposters are. The catch is 
that the only time players are 
allowed to speak is during group 
meetings, either called through 
an emergency button or when a 
player reports a dead body. The 
game is filled with deception, 
lies and is the perfect recipe for a 
viral video game. 

Payton Kerr, treasurer for 
MOG, said, “I think the event ran 
quite well. We had a couple issues 
relating to Wi-Fi and some par- 
ticipants losing their connection, 
but we were always able to get 
them back for the next game.” 

Kerr continued, “After talking 
to the MOG members who 
attended the event, the over- 
whelming majority said that they 
enjoyed it and would love for us 
to do another at some point.” 

Before the pandemic, MOG 
would host several events 
throughout the week where 
students could come and play any 
number of tabletop games. “De- 
spite being held virtually, I think 
this event stacks up nicely when 
compared to previous events we 
hosted in person.” 

“The reason is rather sim- 
ple: MOG’s chief purpose is to 


create a space where students can 
come together to play games ina 
friendly and supportive environ- 
ment. This space doesnt need to 
be a physical location and judg- 
ing from the jokes and general 
talking I heard between games 
and in emergency meetings, we 
created a comfortable space for 
participants to play games,” said 
Kerr. 

MOG has plans for future 
online events and games. 

Other than “Among Us,’ Kerr 
said they are looking for other 
online games. 

One of these ideas is a two- 
part event of Dungeons and 
Dragons. The first session would 
be a “Character Creation Work- 
shop” where people can learn 
about D&D with MOG mem- 
bers. The second part would be a 
“One-Shot Event” where play- 
ers can use the characters they 
previously created in a “short, 
new-players-friendly adventure.” 

Overall, the “Among Us” event 
lasted two hours, but some par- 
ticipants like Cody Hodge said, 
“Once I resolved my connection 
issues, the event ran so smoothly, 
I lost track of time” 

Hodge said, “It was the most 
fun I have had on campus since 
COVID happened. I cannot 
imagine it going any better with 
the current state of things.” 

“T was able to interact with 
students I have never seen before 
on campus. That is what college 
should be,” he continued. “By 
participating in this event, I felt 
like I had a connection with 
strangers I have not really experi- 
enced since the pandemic began.” 

Students want to be back in 
person, but in the meanwhile, 
student organizations are doing 
everything they can to bring back 
some level of normalcy. 

“MOG is probably my favorite 
nonacademic club on campus, 
and I am not even a member. Ev- 


eryone should try to participate 
in at least one of their events. I 
guarantee they will have fun,’ 
said Hodge. 


Among Us promotional poster. 
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just say I lead by my effort and 
my drive to never quit even when 
youre not seeing the results you 
want to see.” 

While the program has been 
led by the senior captains and 
their head coach, COVID-19 has 
proved to be challenging but on 
and off the court. 

Besides focusing on ways to 
address COVID-19 to continue 
playing, recruiting for the team 
has drastically changed. 

“The NCAA granted every 
college player an opportuni- 
ty to repeat this year. This has 
drastically affected our ability to 
recruit, said Van Atta. 

The senior captains have had 
to navigate the various challenges 
in their own way as well. 

Smith said, “We have to stay 
aware of our surroundings and 
think of the team, and not just 
ourselves when it comes to our 
health and being safe.” 

Despite COVID-19, the team 
has persisted through the chal- 
lenges and looks forward to the 
next game. 

Regarding being number 
23 in the nation, Van Atta said, 
“Winning is the only thing that 
matters to pollsters. We have won 
on the road and beat a Top 10 
team on the road. We aren't really 
concerned about the polls. We 
only care about being the very 
best team we can be on a daily 
basis?” 

Looking forward to the rest of 
the post-season, Van said, “We 
are preparing daily to become 
the best team we can possibly 
become.” 

Smith and Sain both share the 
same sentiment that if they were 
to win the GSC tournament, it 
would be the accomplishment 
and recognition they deserve. 
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Be The Match: a guide to donation 


By HANNAH IRVIN, Copy editor 


Signing up to save a life takes 
less than five minutes and only a 
small bit of saliva. 

Be The Match, a nonprofit run 
by the National Marrow Donor 
Program, matches patients with 
blood diseases with bone marrow 
donors. Over 100,000 lives have 
been saved by donors who simply 
swabbed their cheeks to join the 
registry. 

Be The Match has more than 
22 million volunteers who have 
sent in samples and are waiting 
to be matched with a patient. 
Matching requires identical hu- 
man leukocyte antigens (HLA), 
which is more specific than blood 
types. If the HLAs do not match, 
the patient’s body will reject the 
donated marrow. 

HLAs are based on genes, and 
because genetic type is inherit- 


ed, patients are more likely to 
match with someone of the same 
ethnicity. 

Because of this, Be The Match 
is currently searching for more 
donors who are Black, Alaskan, 
Asian, Native Hawaiian, Pacific 
Islander, Hispanic or Latino, and 
multiracial. 

Gender and sexuality do not 
affect the eligibility of a donor. 

Guidelines request that donors 
are between the ages of 18 and 
44, to protect the safety of both 
donor and patient. 

Many people believe that do- 
nating bone marrow is incredibly 
painful because of the portrayal 
in TV shows and movies. 

However, donors report 
“discomfort,” not pain, and say 
it is worth it in order to help save 
a life. 


In fact, 79% of donations are 
peripheral blood stem cells, which 
does not require surgery at all. 
Peripheral blood stem cells are the 
cells found in circulating blood, 
rather than the bone marrow 
itself. They are collected via a nee- 
dle, similar to an ordinary blood 
donation. 

While no medical procedure 
is completely risk-free, donating 
blood stem cells is very safe. Only 
1 to 5% of a donor’s marrow is 
needed to save a patient's life, and 
the immune system of the donor 
stays strong and recovers com- 
pletely in 4 to 6 weeks. 

All expenses for the donor, 
such as travel, meals, and hotels, 
are covered by Be The Match, so 
it’s completely free. The registry 
also helps patients cover the costs 
of transplants. 


Be The Match offers more than 
just life-saving donations. 

Their services include tele- 
phone counseling and one-on- 
one support, support groups and 
telephone workshops, caregiver 
support, tips for talking with a 
healthcare team, help finding 
clinical trials for blood cancers 
and blood disorders, educational 
materials, information and sup- 
port in many languages. 

They also conduct research to 
lead to better donor matching, 
faster transplants, and treatment 
of even more diseases. Their glob- 
al transplant network includes 
over 467 centers worldwide. 

Individuals interested in 
joining can sign up online to 
be sent a kit designed to collect 
cells by swabbing inside cheeks 
with a standard cotton swab. If 





Electronic Duo Daft Punk Announces Split 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 


On Feb. 22, the electronic 
duo Daft Punk announced their 
breakup. They released a video 
on their YouTube channel titled 
“Epilogue” featuring a scene 
from their film “Electroma.” In 
the video, artwork by Warren Fu 
displays the timeline of “1993 to 
2021.” 

‘The news was surprising, con- 
sidering their last studio album 
release was “Random Access 
Memories” in 2013. 

They are known for large spans 
between album release cycles but 
after 28 years, this announcement 
seems final as publicist, Kathryn 
Frazier, officially confirmed the 
group’s breakup. 

Daft Punk was comprised of 
French musicians Guy-Manuel 
de Homem Christo and Thomas 
Bangalter. 

They were initially part ofa 
French rock band called Darlin’, 

a group that received a negative 
review in the magazine Melody 
Maker which called them “a daft 
punky thrash.” 

The two musicians grew an 
interest in electronic music and 
inspired by the negative review of 
their previous group, they took on 
the name Daft Punk. 

Their first successful single was 
“Da Funk”” recorded in 1993 and 


the track later appeared on their 
debut album “Homework” in 
1997. This initial record is where 
they began to define their sound 
with repetitive dance grooves 
and extensive use of synthesizers. 
“Homework” also contained the 
hit single “Around the World,” 
which helped to secure their place 
in the spotlight with its catchy 
hook and dance infused beat. 

By 2000, the duo had rein- 
vented their image with robot 
personas and donned their iconic 
masks. Bangalter described their 
transition as “an accident in our 
studio. We were working on our 
sampler, and exactly at 9:09 a.m. 
on September 9, 1999, it explod- 
ed. When we regained conscious- 
ness, we discovered that we had 
become robots.” 

In 2001, with their new look 
established, they released their 
second studio album “Discov- 
ery.” According to Bangalter, 
the album focused on the duo’s 
“childhood and the memories of 
the state we were in at that stage 
of our lives. It’s about our person- 
al relationship to that time.” 

Alongside this conceptual 
direction for the album, the duo 
introduced live instrumentation 
into the mix and produced a more 
accessible synth-pop focused 


sound. The fusion proved success- 
ful for the group with the album’s 
hit singles “One More Time” and 
“Face to Face.” 

In March 2005, after only 6 
weeks of recording, Daft Punk 
delivered their next album 
“Human After All.” This record 
was controversial and a departure 
from their typical style since its 
sound was more rock-oriented. 

The album received mixed crit- 
ical reviews and Entertainment 
Weekly described it as “overly 
repetitive.” 

Despite the critical reception, 
the album still delivered singles 
“Robot Rock,” “Technologic” and 
its title track “Human After All.” 

Although the group worked on 
the soundtrack to Disney’s “Tron: 
Legacy,” the duo did not release 
another studio album until 2013's 
“Random Access Memories.” 

The record was a return to 
form for the group and has since 
become their swan song. For this 
album, the duo wanted to avoid 
samples and implement live in- 
strumentation with features. 

In an interview with Rolling 
Stone, Bangalter explained that 
they “wanted to do what we used 
to do with machines and sam- 
ples...but with people.” 


This feat that was accom- 


plished with the exception of 
a sample on the closing track 
“Contact.” 

On “Random Access Memo- 
ries,” Daft Punk worked with the 
talents of artists Giorgio Moroder, 
Julian Casablancas, Pandabear, 
Paul Williams, Pharrell Williams, 
Nile Rodgers and Todd Edwards. 

The album’s lead single “Get 
Lucky” reached number one in 
the UK and at the time became 
Spotify’s most streamed new song. 

In 2014, the group won four 
awards for “Random Access 
Memories” at the Annual Gram- 
my Awards, including Album of 
the Year. 

Aside from their discography, 
Daft Punk collaborated with a 
few other artists. They worked 
with Kanye West on four tracks 
from his album “Yeezus.” They 
also appeared on The Weeknd’s 
“Starboy” and featured on the 
tracks “Starboy” and “I Feel It 
Coming.” 

Although they have an- 
nounced their split, they leave 
behind a strong discography and 
legacy spanning over two decades 
with various accolades and a loyal 
fanbase. 


the initial test shows a positive 
match, more testing is conducted 
to ensure the transplant will go 
smoothly. 

Only about 8% of members 
who complete additional testing 
will go on to donate, so most vol- 
unteers will not be contacted. 

In 2019, 6,553 patients re- 
ceived transplants due to Be The 
Match’s work. 

One transplant recipient's 
story on the organization’s website 
refers to donations as, “a small 
way to have [a] big impact on 
someone's life.” 

She finished by saying, “For 
whoever youre saving, you're 
saving their entire world.” 
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UM students comment on E3 relevance 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 


Since its inception in 1995 
through The Entertainment Soft- 
ware Association, The Electronic 
Entertainment Expo has been a 
valuable part of the video game 
industry. 

The event, known as E3, has 
allowed various publishers to 
gather in one place to announce 
their upcoming catalogue of 
games. Its style of press con- 
ferences shifted over time from 
the mundane and expository to 
becoming a massive commercial 
event. The ability to stream the 
event online allowed the compa- 
nies to grow their viewership, thus 
increasing E3’s influence. 

However, in recent years there 
has been a change as publish- 
ers like Nintendo and Sony 
have started creating their own 
presentations rather than solely 
relying on the annual event. This 
self-reliant shift by publishers was 
then expedited by the COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020. 


On March 11, 2020, the 
ESA canceled E3 due to “over- 
whelming concerns about the 
COVID-19 virus.” This choice 
left publishers Sony and Microsoft 
to host their own events for their 
upcoming consoles. 

This February it was noted 
in an agenda for the city of Los 
Angeles that E3 is a “cancelled 
live event 2021.” 

Despite the physical event’s 
perceived cancellation, the ESA 
has confirmed that “we are trans- 
forming the E3 experience for 
2021 and will soon share details 
on how we're bringing the global 
video game community together.” 
‘These events led some news out- 
lets to believe that the event will 
be solely digital. 

Student Luke Arrington 
explained that, “E3 is relevant 
and will stay relevant. There’s a lot 
that goes on there, it’s not just a 
games expo.” 

He elaborated with the idea 


that “it’s too big and there are too 
many people that believe in it.” 

Despite this, he conceded that 
“after a while the cost will begin 
to offset the benefits developers 
may receive... or the expo will 
undergo a change in format.” 

He believed that, “It can only 
get so big as it exists now.” 

Another UM student, Jay 
Thompson, feels that on the con- 
trary, E3 is losing its relevance. 

“Honestly, I haven’t followed 
E3 in some time. I think it’s 
waning in relevance because there 
are so any game announcement 
and expo programs now, and E3 
doesn’t own any game rights,” 
said Thompson. “I play a lot of 
Blizzard games and I would much 
rather tune into Blizzcon rather 
than E3.” 

“Tt seems best to follow some- 
thing like Reddit or another out- 
side source for the most efficient 
game news at this point.” 


He added that, “I think that 





companies will transition to 
having their own announcement 
programs following Blizzcon’s 
sustained success.” 

Arrington agreed with this 
sentiment and explained that he 
“can see why companies would 
want to host their own individual 
events. Games as an industry have 
gotten so huge, I’m starting to feel 
like the effort of going to a trade 


show every year and preparing a 
massive floor show isn’t as valu- 
able as it once was.” 

With the precedent now set by 
other companies, it will be inter- 
esting to see which publishers will 
continue to involve themselves 
with the annual event of E3 and 
which ones will establish their 
own digital events. 
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Student Noelle Barrows builds her business 


By ZOE HALL, Editor in chief 


Noelle Barrows, freshman 
graphic design major at UM, first 
started her business in 2018. 

“T have loved art my whole 
life. In middle school, I remem- 
ber doodling little flowers and 
stuff like that. As I got older, I 
always knew I loved business 
management and I thought that 
was what I wanted to do in col- 
lege,” said Barrows. 

During her sophomore year of 
high school, she realized that she 
loved hand lettering and typog- 
raphy after her mom got a t-shirt 
press and Barrows found people 
asking about her designs. 

“People that I knew from 
school and church started asking 
me, ‘Where do you get your 
shirts? Can we buy some?’ And I 
said, “Well I make them, but I can 
totally sell you some:” 

Around February 2018, she 
launched her first shirt, and 
then launched her Instagram the 
following summer. 

“Tt made me so happy seeing 
people in public wearing my 
shirts. It was really exciting and 
I realized how much I loved 
designing” 

According to Barrows, shed 
been designing for about a year 
before quarantine hit. 

“When quarantine hit, I had 
so much free time, it blew up and 
it became ‘this is what I want to 
do.” 

She then changed her college 


plans to study graphic design 
with a marketing minor, “with 
hopes to work at Left Lettering 
after graduating.” 

Barrows described her designs 
as an outlet for her stress and 
anxiety during quarantine. 

“T couldn’t go anywhere and 
Tm a social butterfly,” said Bar- 
rows. “Between working with my 
service dog, Harper, and working 
with my business, it was all hours 
of the day, but it was a big stress 
reliever.” 

Many small businesses, 
including Barrows, began to 
grow over quarantine because 
people were spending more time 
on social media and discovering 
smaller artists. 

“T could easily compare myself 
to all the millions of other artists 
out there, but as I've gotten more 
support for my business, I've 
taken myself more seriously. Just 
because I’m one of millions of 
artists doesn’t mean that my art 
doesn’t matter or isn’t as cool or 
as good at someone who does a 
similar thing.” 

Dr. Tiffany Wang, associate 
professor of communication 
studies, has purchased several 
things from Barrows’ shop. 

“Tve loved all the things I’ve 
bought from Noelle,” said Wang. 
“Tm even wearing her design 
right now.’ 

When coming up with her 
designs, Barrows said that ideas 


come to her randomly, but one of 
her favorite things to do is to “sit 
in front of the TV for hours and 
just draw” 

According to Barrows, she’s 
learned to respect her growth as 
an artist. 

“Some of the things I made 
and sold when I was first starting 
or before I started Left Lettering, 
I cringe now, but I think about 
four years from now, I'll cringe 
at [current designs] because 
Ill hopefully be improving and 
changing.” 

Recently, Barrows did a spring 
launch with several new designs. 
Barrow also advised others 
who may also want to start or 

grow a small business. 

“Putting myself out there, my 
personality, not just my prod- 
ucts and my art, was something 
that helped my business grow 
and what helped me respect my 
business.” 

According to Barrows, one 
of her goals of her business is to 
spread her faith. 

“Tve always wanted to spread 
the Gospel and positivity through 
my business however I can. 
Whether it means a shirt with 
a Christian lyric on it or a note 
of encouragement on an Insta- 
gram post, I try to reach people 
in a way that is accessible,” said 
Barrows. 

“Tt isn’t necessarily, “Hey, you 
should be a Christian, but it’s 
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Noelle Barrows headshot. Photo by Madelyn Alexander, photo 


editor. 


‘hey, this is what being a Chris- 
tian is about, being encouraging 
and loving and supportive; and I 
want to continue to do that as my 
business grows,” she continued. 
While Barrows does have 

Christian designs, she sells stick- 
ers, shirts, art prints and more for 
different seasons and occasions. 


One customer from Barrows’ 
Etsy shop, Julia Bornhardt, 
described Barrows as “incredibly 
talented.” 

“Honestly, my portrait was 
much more amazing than I could 
have ever envisioned,’ she said. 


CROSSWORD: Card Games 


By ANNAPRENZIE KOCSIS 


aR 


pl A A 


ACROSS DOWN 


3. Name of the game is the 1. No card lower than a nine. 


trump suit. 


eights are wild. quick as you can. 15. Acquire the deck, win the 
game. 
2. Lowest score wins the 


game. 


10. Person who has the last 
card is the... 
12. Brooklyn has one. 


17. Created in 1982, a variant 


of Liverpool Rummy. 19. Get rid of all your cards as 


4. Made by Mattel, this card 
quick as you can. 


game has four suits of twen- 
ty-five cards each and eight 
wildcards. 


6. Stud, draw, and baseball are 


18. A game, sometimes played _ versions of this game. 


with two decks, where players 
try to form sets and sequences 
of cards. 


20. This game’s name origi- 
nates from a reference to its 
eight foundation piles. 


13. The kid friendly version of 
a popular adult card game. 7. Aces have different values. 


5. This card game was a eis 
9. Fill in the blank card game 


branch of the rummy family made for adults 


14. If the opponent says “__ 
___” then you must draw a 


card. 


and was the most popular 


card game in the 1950s. 11. Many versions played by 


one. 


8. The classic game where 16. Get rid of all your cards as 
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By MAKAYLA MONTGOMERY 


Aries: Get it done, Aries. 
Stop putting everything off 
until the last possible mo- 
ment. Get it in gear. 


Taurus: This week is all 
about socializing, Taurus. 
Don't be afraid to make 
connections you wouldn't 
otherwise. It’s time to come 
out of your chrysalis. 


Gemini: This week 
brings inconvenience, Gem- 
ini. Don’t expect things to 
go smoothly. Bring an um- 
brella, the rain is coming. 


Cancer: Breathe, Can- 
cer. It’s not so bad. The 
roadblocks will be removed 
soon enough. Keep your 
kindness at your side. 


Leo: It’s all coming up 
roses, Leo. You'll be getting 
the attention you deserve 
this week. Make sure that 
you dress to impress. 


Virgo: You can't know 

it all, Virgo. Your ability to 
read others is leaving you 
puzzled. Ask questions, but 
you may not get answers. 


Libra: Keep it up, Libra. 
You are almost over this 
hill. Reach out and grab 
anything you can carry. 
Help is on the way. 


Scorpio: You can put it 
in cruise control this week, 
Scorpio. The storm has sub- 
sided and the waves have 
parted for you. Step out. 


Sagittarius: Don't be 
power-hungry, Sagittarius. 
You must make the jour- 
ney yourself and not on 
the nearest coattails. Go it 
alone this week. 


Capricorn: You can't 
always get what you want, 
Capricorn. However, some- 
times you can if you ask 
nicely. Kindness is the key 
to many doors. Start knock- 


ing. 


Aquarius: Your ideas 
are as unconventional 


as always, Aquarius. This 
week, people will listen. Be 
sure to keep track of it all. 
Write down your lightbulb 
moments 


Pisces: You're putting 
too much into it, Pisces. 
Show some self-discipline. 
A little bit goes a long way. 


Freshman Eleanor Bruce makes UM debut 


By ZOE HALL, Editor in chief 


Women’s lacrosse player Eleanor Bruce. Courtesy of University 
Marketing and Communications. 


Originally from Toddington, 
England, freshman Eleanor Bruce 
grew up loving sports. 

“My Dad would take me and 
my sisters to watch professional 
league soccer on a weekly basis 
which I really enjoyed, and it 
initiated my dream of one day 
playing in front of a crowd in a 
stadium,” said Bruce. 

According to Bruce, she 
played every sport available to 
her. 

“When I moved to my middle 
school, I played up to seven 
sports at once before finally 
focusing on three: field hockey, 
netball and lacrosse,” said Bruce. 

However, Bruce didn't always 
love lacrosse. 





“Tnitially, lacrosse was my 
least favorite as it was very hard 
to pick up and it was introduced 
to us significantly later than my 
other sports.” 

When she was introduced to 
the sport around 13 years old, she 
progressed to higher levels. 

“After a couple of years of 
playing the sport, I trialed for 
Regional Academy, which is the 
first step in the England pathway. 
I was successful [and] worked 
extremely hard in order to climb 
my way up over the years until I 
was selected for the U19 World 
Cup training squad. 

“Unfortunately, I wasn’t one of 
the 18 selected to travel to Can- 
ada for the World Cup in 2019 


www.thealabamian.com 


but I learn[ed] so much from the 
experienced and grew as a player 
both mentally and physically. It 
was this experience that made 
me want to play lacrosse at an 
American university - the stan- 
dard is much higher than in the 
UK? 

However, Bruce described her 
journey of com- 
ing to Monteval- 
lo as “far from 
typical” 

“T was signed 
up start at 
Loughborough 
University back 
home in En- 
gland Septem- 
ber 2021 as my 
plan was to take 
a gap year,’ said 
Bruce. “Due to 
COVID and the 
harsh lockdown 
restrictions in 
the UK, a gap 
year would 
have been very 
pointless and 
being at home 
all the time 
made me realise 
how much I 
missed playing 
lacrosse.” 

With help 
from her parents 
and a recruitment 
manager, she met 
UM’s women’ la- 
crosse coaches, Adrianna Piontek 
and Jessica Ormrod, and the 
team in October. 

“T will never forget the Zoom 
call I had when I met the team,” 
said Bruce. “Everyone was so 
friendly and to this day it is why 
I love the environment here so 
much. Overall, I couldn't be hav- 
ing a better experience here - it 
is everything I'd hoped for and so 
much more.” 

Bruce made her debut in the 
game against Mars Hill Univer- 





sity in North Carolina over the 
weekend of Feb. 6. She had four 
goals in the 14-3 win over Mars 
Hill, and added two more points 
against Lenoir-Rhyne on Feb. 
7. She also recorded four draw 
controls over the weekend. 

“My favorite memory being 
a Falcon so far is our away trip 


ra 





to North Carolina where I made 
my debut,’ said Bruce. “The 
team experience was so fun, 
from just simple things like the 
bus journeys and the pre-game 
time in the locker room to the 
bigger things like scoring my first 
collegiate goal and then getting 
Freshman of the Week.” 

Bruce expressed her gratitude 
of her UM experience so far. 

“Tt is definitely a family cul- 
ture here at Montevallo - some- 
thing I really value, especially 
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being far away from home,’ said 
Bruce. 

Though Bruce has just made 
her college debut, she looks 
forwards to new experiences with 
the team. 

“T cannot wait to grow with 
the team - we are working so 
hard day-in-day-out, so to start 


Bruce playing lacrosse during debut game. Photo courtesy of UM Sports 
Information. 


picking up some solid perfor- 
mances and hopefully wins 
against some ranked teams 
would be really cool once confer- 
ence games start,’ said Bruce. 
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A Green, a Gold and a Purple walk out of a Mixer 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor 


For this year’s joint show, 
“Collide of the Sides; Royal 
and Loyal,’ Purple and 
Gold Sides united to create 
a story that visits potential 
scripts of the past and tells 
the story of someone who 
wants to join a side, but is 
currently undecided. 

The curtains rise and 
kick the show off in the 
middle of a College Night 
mixer. The mixer is ex- 
pressed through the open- 
ing number and shows off 
some of the rivalry between 
the veteran Purple and 
Gold main characters, Peter 
and Gabby. 

After the music and 
mixer end, Peter and Gabby 
are left standing together, 
discussing the event and 
comparing who convinced 
the most people to join 
their side. As the two talk, 
Victoria, a freshman who 
they share a class with, 
joins them. 

It is revealed that the 
three of them have a school 
assignment which requires 
them to work together to 
come up with a script for 
the joint College Night 
show. Victoria tells the oth- 
ers she is excited to learn 
more about the two sides 
from two people involved 
with the tradition. 

Peter has been given 
access to past College Night 


scripts, so the trio decides 
to look at them for inspi- 
ration. The first script is a 
Gold Side show that fea- 
tures Shakespeare charac- 
ters in a bar. 

The scene shows the 
script in action, and fea- 
tures Romeo, Macbeth and 
Hamlet all mourning the 
deaths of their lady loves. 
They then sing “Shake- 
speare, a song expressing 
their sadness. 

It is later revealed that all 
of their lovers faked their 
death. The scene ends with 
Macbeth saying “all’s well 
that ends well” 

The next script that they 
look at is a Purple Side 
script, which features a 
group of women working 
in a US. factory during 
World War II. The women 
are planning to unionize in 
order to stop their sexual 
harassment at the hands of 
their boss. 

Both Victoria and Peter 
enjoy this script, but Gabby 
seems dissatisfied. Peter 
then picks another Purple 
Side script, this one featur- 
ing a girl who sells her soul 
to a demon in order to get 
the boy she likes to notice 
her. 

The scene features the 
song “Boy of My Dreams” 
and has the demon walking 
the girl through the process 


of signing the deal with him 
in blood. 

All three of the students 
are somewhat disturbed by 
this script and they move to 
the next script which fea- 
tures an evil witch talking 
to her magic mirror. 

The scene features a duet 
called “Violet's Magic,” in 
which the witch, named 
Violet, talks about her 
evil deeds and the mirror, 
named Maggie, complains 
about being dragged along. 

The trio talk a little and 
Victoria expresses that she 
wants the script to have 
more depth. They then 
move onto another script, 
which features a dramatic 
gangster-style story. 

Gabby and Peter start 
bickering after they finish 
looking at the script, but 
Victoria interrupts and 
gets them to look at the 
next script called “Country 
Strong.” 

The script features a 
small-town get-together, 
and two characters danc- 
ing on a first date. There 
is a song called “Country 
Strong,’ with one of the 
characters being taught 
how to line dance. 

While both Victoria and 
Gabby enjoy this script, 
Peter strongly dislikes it, 
which leads to a fight be- 
tween Gabby and Peter. The 


argument is interrupted by 
another script reading, but 
it is clear that neither Peter 
nor Gabby are happy with 
the other at the moment. 

The next script shows 
two best friends, one of 
whom is a bartender. The 
bartender accidentally kills 
the other with a bad drink. 
The friend becomes a ghost 
meets the Grim Reaper. 
“Boosical” is sung and it is 
revealed that the reaper is a 
woman. 

Gabby doesn't like this 
script and says, “Who wants 
to read a script about a 
bunch of dead people?” 

This enrages Peter, and 
he accuses Gabby of not 
liking it because it was 
written by Purples. The two 
fight and then both decide 
that they would rather fail 
the assignment than work 
together. 

Before the two can storm 
off, Victoria tells them both 
to stop, and says, “I thought 
by doing this assignment 
together, I could get to 
know more about each side 
and find my place at Mon- 
tevallo. But the way you are 
behaving, I don't know if I 
even want to play College 
Night? 

Both Gabby and Peter 
are ashamed of their behav- 
ior and apologize. 

Having calmed down, 


_ 


Cast members rehearsing choreography. Photo courtesy of Gold Side Photography. 
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Purple Side choreographer Annslyn Pilkington. Photo courtesy of Gold Group number rehearsal for “Country Song.” Photo courtesy of Gold Side Photography. 


Side Photography. 


they look at another script, 
this one called “Disco 
Sucks,’ and features two gay 
men who find themselves 
united in trying to save a 
disco club. Gabby, Peter 
and Victoria all feel that 
this is closer to the type of 
show they want. 

Victoria asks Peter and 
Gabby about their College 
Night experiences and 
they both spend some time 
talking about why they 
joined their sides. 

The final script that they 
look at is titled “Utopia.” It 
features an underwater city 
and a girl who has her heart 
broken by her best friend 

The girl sings “Utopia,” 

a song talking about her 
feelings and the two of their 
relationship. 

This final script helps the 
three of them solidify the 
ideas that they have, and 
they agree to meet the next 
day finish. 

Victoria thanks both 
Gabby and Peter for spend- 
ing time with her and tells 
them, “I know that which- 
ever side I choose, I’ll have 
a great friend there to show 
me around.” 

The three students part 
ways, and the closing num- 
ber plays before the show 
ends. 
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College Night 


The history behind the tradition 


By AUBRIE CHASTAIN 


For more than a hundred 
years, the University of 
Montevallo has carried the 
tradition of College Night 
with various festivities and 
celebrations. 

Through trying times 
such as World War I, World 
War II and even now, the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Col- 
lege Night has continued to 
be a tradition for students 
and faculty. 

According to Dr. Jeff 
Walker’s “College Night: A 
Centennial Celebration,” 
book, College Night began 
in 1919, right as World War 
I ended. 

To celebrate wartime ef- 
forts put forth by students, 
the students and faculty at 
what was then called the 
Alabama Girls’ Technol- 
ogy Institute decided that 
George Washington's birth- 
day would be the perfect 
day to launch a series of 
celebrations. 

To kick off the festiv- 
ities, the school held an 
ice-cream reception deco- 
rated with large letters that 
spelled out “PEACE,” and 
had impersonators of well- 
known presidents. 

To encourage the fes- 
tivities even further, the 
Dean of Women, Mary 
Goode Stallworth, who was 
responsible for student af- 
fairs, suggested celebrations 
and competitions among 
the classes. 

The first College Night 
was held in the dining hall 
with candles and streamers 
to add decorations for the 
events. The streamers were 
decorated with different 
colors to represent classes. 

The seniors had white 
streamers, juniors with 
green streamers, sopho- 
mores with black and gold 
streamers and freshman 
with purple and white 
streamers. 

As the program con- 
tinued at the dining hall, 
College Night included 
poems, stunts, toasts and 
class songs. 

The beginning of College 
Night in 1919 was even 
predicted to be a lasting 
tradition for the school 
when the Technala, the 
school’s yearbook at the 
time, said, “All enjoyed this 
night so much that it will 
probably become a custom 


Maggie James takes her turn during women’ kickball. Photo by Zoe Hall. 


for all succeeding years.” 

Fast forwarding to 1921, 
the 25th anniversary of 
Alabama Technical Institute 
and College for Women, 
the student body decided to 
instead split into two sides, 
the Purples, led by Ora 
Swann and the Golds, led 
by Lillian Sharpley. 

As the 1920s continued, 
College Night became an 
“all students affair.” mean- 
ing that it was led and 
conducted by students. 

Additionally, College 
Night took place on Mon- 
days during this time 
period. 

There were many tra- 
ditions made during the 
1920s, including the begin- 
ning of dedications. This 
was also the time that the 
recruitment of judges who 
were unaffiliated with the 
school took place. 

However, at the time, 
judges were chosen from 
the same profession or 
professional backgrounds, 
eventually leading to prob- 
lems in 1925. 

During the ‘20s, the 
school itself also experi- 
enced changes. In 1923, the 
Alabama Technical Institute 
and College for Women 
became Alabama College, 
State College for Wom- 
en. The title was changed 
because women could now 
attend the school and grad- 
uate with a degree. 

In 1925, a group of 
librarians judged College 
Night so one-sided that 
the Purple’s Shakespeare 
themed play ended up 
winning that year. Because 
of the biased judging of the 
show, a more diverse se- 
lection of judges each year 
were chosen. 

Also, during the 1927 
College Night, the Purples 
and Golds battled twice, 
one in the dining hall and 
one in the chapel, now 
Reynolds Hall. 

Because of the second 
battle in Reynolds, Col- 
lege Night festivities began 
being housed in Reynolds 
Hall in the later decade of 
the ‘20s. 

To close off the decade, 
in 1929, sports were added 
to College Night festivities 
and the Golds won the first 
ever hockey game against 
the Purples. 


Moving into the ‘30s, 
College Night was finally 
moved to Palmer Hall, a 
newly constructed building 
with more room for festiv- 
ities. 

During the first year 
in Palmer, in 1931, the 
Purple’s production had a 
live horse and pigeon that 
behaved well during the 
production, but the pigeon 
began to cause a commo- 
tion, flying around the 
room, during the Gold Side 
toast. 

During that year as well, 
College Night became such 
a huge success that 500 peo- 
ple were turned away from 
the show because capacity 
had been met. 

There was also so much 
worry about seating, many 
members of the college 
would pretend to be mar- 
ried, to bring a friend to the 
show. 

In 1936, a statewide 
influenza outbreak post- 
poned College Night for 
two weeks. 

Because of the outbreak, 
the Purples and Golds faced 
off in their first every snow- 
ball fight to allow for stu- 
dents to remain distanced, 
but the event ultimately led 
to a tie. 

In 1938, the traditions 
of toasts from both sides 
during College Night 
festivities was no longer 
included. 

Ending off the ‘30s, Pur- 
ples made history in 1939, 
by winning the first Purple 
and Gold basketball game. 

The Purples also intro- 
duced their first mascot, a 
puppet named Little Char- 
lie McPurple. 

To start of the “40s, 
College Night was finally 
recognized as a homecom- 
ing tradition at Alabama 
College, allowing College 
Night to act as its own 
event instead of being com- 
bined with others. 

Continuing into the ‘40s, 
College Night faced much 
criticism due to continu- 
ation of festivities during 
wartime, many saying that 
it was unpatriotic. 

College Night was 
continued because many 
students saw it as an escape 
from the war and even put 
on productions of grim and 
somber showcases of World 


War II. 

During the “40s, Col- 
lege Night featured many 
progressive causes such as 
women empowerment 

Throughout College 
Night, women were able to 
include positive portrayals 
of female leaders in produc- 
tions. Male characters were 
even played by women at 
that time. 

However, it is import- 
ant not to forget about the 
Purples and Golds use of 
blackface to portray neg- 
ative and poor images of 
African Americans, as well 
as negative portrayals of 
other cultures. 

Even though many have 
acknowledged the painful 
past of some of the College 
Night shows, it is important 
to acknowledge and speak 
on this harrowing moment 
in time. 

Moving into 1950, 
College Night rules were 
changed, where instead 
of stunts, short comedies 
or skits, both Sides had to 
make one cohesive, unified 
musical. 

The Purple and Gold 
Side Songs originated in 
this decade as well. 

Margaret Utley wrote 
several songs for Purple 
Side. Gold Side lyricist, 
Bobby Long, wrote one for 
Gold Side also. 

In 1956, men began 
attending Alabama College 
making the school co-ed, 
changing the game for Col- 
lege Night and its dynamic 

The first men to play on- 
stage roles in College Night 
were in 1957 during the 
Gold production of “Tall 
Tales and Towlines.” 

Even now looking at Col- 
lege Night, the COVID-19 
pandemic will make an 
everlasting impact on the 
history of College Night. 

For the first time in the 
history of College Night, 
both Purple and Gold Side 
are coming together to 
create one musical, instead 
of competing against one 
another, making the 2021 
College Night a unique 
year. 
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Esports joins this year’s College Night events 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 


For the first time, Esports have 
been added to the activities of 
College Night with an event on 
March 10 in Palmer. 

‘Tm excited ... that Esports 
has been added. I think it is a 
great way to get different people 
involved in College Night,” said 
Hope Hodges, Gold Side Esports 
leader. 

Hodges expressed her belief 
that it, “delivers a twist on the 
traditional College Night activi- 
ties and I hope students can see 
this and want to participate more 
in Esports activities. Everyone 
is pumped up for this new event 
and I hope it delivers.” 

“It’s great to see College Night 
coming out with new ways to get 
students involved and I'm proud 
of the leaders for all their hard 
work in making this happen,” 
Hodges concluded. 

When asked about the intro- 
duction of Esports to College 
Night, the Purple Side Esports 
leader, Kristen Bayles said, “I 
hadn't given it too much thought 





———— 


Gold Side men’ volleyball game. Photo courtesy of Gold Side Photography. 


until Breyanna Hamblin, my 
sorority sister and [a] Purple Side 
leader, mentioned it to me? 

She continued, “T told her that 
I thought it would be an excellent 
idea to include Esports in the 
next College Night, especially 
considering that some sports 
are unable to be played this year 
because of COVID” 

Bayles also added that, 
“Esports is not only a new and 
exciting sport, but also a safe one 
to play while adhering to CDC 
guidelines.” 

“Personally, I think Esports 
being added to College Night will 
not only benefit College Night by 
introducing a new sport but also 
help people get ... a better idea 
of what competitive Esports are 
like,” said Bayles. 

Despite this, she recognized 
that Esports are “still struggling 
to find its place in the world of 
sports. Video games are not con- 
sidered a viable sport to many.” 

She suggested that, “even in 
Montevallo, many people are 





unaware that we even have an 
Esports team,” and explained 
that, “I hope that through this 
collaboration with College Night, 
people will be able to see that 
competitive video games are... 
more than just a hobby.” 

“Tm incredibly excited and 
hopeful for this new introduction 
of Esports into College Night,” 
she continued. “During these 
difficult times, it’s so important 
that we find ways to retain some 
sense of normalcy.” 

“T believe that Esports is a 
great way to have the fun sense of 
competition that College Night is 
known for, while also giving the 
world of Esports a new platform 
to shine on, said Bayles. 

“Td say the more recognition, 
the better,’ commented former 
Esports captain and alumnus, 
Jackson Kennedy, when asked 
about his feelings toward Esports 
inclusion in College Night. 

He felt that “it’s pretty signif- 
icant because I imagine quite a 
few people still don’t even know 
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Gold Side womens volleyball practive. Photo courtesy of Gold 


Side Photography. 
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Abbie Clark pitches during women’ kickball. Photo by Zoe Hall. 





we have an Esports team and this 
just brings the team to the light it 
deserves.” 

He is also “hoping it can boost 
our Twitch viewership since 
more people will know we have 
an Esports team.” 

According to Kennedy, “the 
Esports team, not just ours, but 
all the ones across Alabama, 
could improve on is our student 
viewership.” 

“Hopefully bringing it to 
College Night might excite some 
people; concluded Kennedy. 

Esports Head Coach Dr. Bren- 
dan Beal also commented on the 
addition. 

“T am very proud of the Es- 
ports team to be represented in 
the activities of our UM College 
Night tradition.” 

When it came to the event 
itself, he explained that, “While 
we originally had more than one 
game planned, we have scaled 
back, and are only putting on a 
single crew battle, Gold vs Pur- 
ple, in Smash Bros Ultimate.” 





“This is the best option in our 
opinion, as it gives the most com- 
petitive atmosphere for one side 
versus another,” said Beal. 

“We would love for this to 
be a recurring part of CN,’ said 
Beal. “Our hope is to put ona 
near-perfect game competition 
this week so that the leaders of 
next year’s College Night invite 
us back to be a part of the event 
again.” 

Beal finished by voicing his 
hopes that, “if things go well, 
Montevallo Esports could contin- 
ue to host one of the most even 
competitions within the [College 
Night] festivities, and this would 
be very significant.” 

Those interested in learning 
more about Montevallo’ Es- 
ports division or are interested 
in recruitment may check the 
Esports page on the University of 
Montevallo’s website. 


Purple Side cheer during women’ kickball. Photo by Zoe Hall. 
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UM to return to traditional learning this fall 


By CADY INABINETT, City beat reporter 


On March 3, it was announced 
that the University would be 
returning to “a traditional in-per- 
son class model for the fall 2021 
semester.” 

This change would entail shift- 
ing from the current remote and 
hybrid class models put in place to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19 
to a more traditional in-person 
class model. 

University President Dr. John 
Stewart cited the declining num- 
ber of COVID-19 cases and the 
increasing vaccination rate across 
the country as the main factors 
that influenced the COVID-19 
Task Force’s decision to return to 
normal operations in the fall. 

He reported that many faculty 
members have already been able to 
be vaccinated, and hopes that stu- 
dents will be able to be vaccinated 
by the summer. 

However, Stewart also said that 
“safety is foremost” and that the 
COVID-19 Task Force will likely 
keep meeting throughout the 
summer and into the fall semester. 

As for additional safety pre- 
cautions such as required masking 
and social distancing, Stewart said 
it’s “difficult to say” if they will still 
be in place for the fall semester. 

Likewise, Faculty Senate 
President and COVID-19 Task 
Force member Professor Emily 
Gill pointed towards the safety of 
students, faculty, and staff as one 
of the foremost factors consid- 
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ered while deciding to return to 
campus. 

However, Gill also pointed out 
that quality of instruction and stu- 
dent experience also played a large 
role in deciding to return, saying 
that “some disciplines or course 
outcomes translate well” to remote 
or mixed modality learning while 
“some do not.” 

She also noted that “social 
and environmental factors” play a 
significant role in “contributing to 
optimal mental health” of students 
further influencing the decision to 
return for the fall semester. 

Similar to Stewart, Gill said 
that it is difficult to predict what 
exactly the fall 2021 semester will 
look like. 

She pointed out that the role of 
COVID-19 Task Force so far has 
been to find “solutions and mini- 
mize risk in as many categories as 
possible,” while operating in an 
“emergency response” format. 

Now, the Task Force is pivoting 
towards “the phase of work where 
we look at the long haul,” making 
it difficult to predict exactly what 
the fall 2021 semester will be like 
in terms of masking and social 
distancing, as plans are “still in 
development.” 

Dr. Tammi Dahle, vice presi- 
dent for student enrollment and 
chair of the COVID-19 task force, 
highlighted the ever-changing na- 
ture of these plans, as well, saying 
that the Task Force is “prepared to 
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Getting a COVID vaccine 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 


On March 11, President 
Biden announced the admin- 
istration’s goal to “make every 
adult in the USS eligible for 
(COVID-19) vaccination no 
later than May 1.” 

The World Health Organi- 
zation described vaccines as “a 
critical new tool in the battle 
against COVID-19” and that “it 
is hugely encouraging to see so 
many vaccines proving success- 
ful and going into development. 

“Working as quickly as they 
can, scientists from across the 
world are collaborating and 
innovating to bring us tests, 
treatments and vaccines that will 
collectively save lives and end 
this pandemic.” 

As vaccines become increas- 
ingly available, an individual 
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may want to consider how they 
work and the various types. 

According to the CDC, there 
are currently three main types of 
COVID-19 vaccines authorized: 
mRNA vaccines, protein subunit 
vaccines and vector vaccines 

Pfizer-BioNTech and Mod- 
erna distribute mRNA vaccines. 
They consist of two shots, with 
Pfizer’s being 21 days apart and 
Moderna’s 28 days apart. 

The CDC explained on their 
website that mRNA vaccines 
“contain material from the virus... 
that gives our cells instructions 
for how to make a harmless pro- 
tein that is unique to the virus. 

After our cells make copies 


Continued on page 3. 
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adapt as needed if things change.” 
Dahle also said that the Task 
Force will “continue to monitor 
the situation through the spring 
and summer and will notify the 
campus community in a timely 
manner” about other safety pre- 
cautions such as masking and so- 


cial distancing that will be put in 
place upon returning to campus. 
Some students have expressed 
excitement about returning to 
campus in the fall as well. 
Sophomore Sara Crippen said 
that she will be “ecstatic to be back 
on campus,” largely because she 





feels as though she “has a harder 
time making myself focus and 
complete work on time at home.” 

Junior Summer Levins shared a 
similar opinion. 

“T feel like I learn way better in 
the classroom and can’t wait to be 
back,” said Levins. 


UM will continue to enforce COVID 


guidelines until CDC declares safe to cease 
By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor 


With the recent announce- 
ment by Governor Ivey that the 
statewide mask mandate would 
be ending on April 9, many cities 
and organizations are now decid- 
ing what their own policies will 
be after the change. 

Ivey said in a press con- 
ference, “We need to get past 
Easter and hopefully allow more 
Alabamians to get their first shot 
before we take a step some other 
states have taken to remove the 
mask order altogether and lift 
other restrictions. Folks, we 
are not there yet, but goodness 
knows we're getting closer.” 

Ivey is not the only gover- 
nor to choose to end masking 
restrictions. 

Iowa, Mississippi, Montana, 
North Dakota, Texas and Wyo- 
ming all have lifted their mask 
mandates. They are joining the 


11 other states that never imple- 
mented any mask mandates. 

While Ivey has chosen to 
end the mandate, she does still 
encourage Alabama residents to 
wear masks in public after the 
mandate has ended. 

“Even when we lift the mask 
order, I will continue to wear my 
mask while I’m around others 
and strongly urge my fellow cit- 
izens to use common sense and 
do the same,’ Ivey said. 

The decision to continue the 
mask mandate another month 
was widely praised by health 
officials, but criticized by local 
politicians. 

The Alabama Senate passed 
a resolution asking Ivey to end 
the mandate, and Lt. Gov. Will 
Ainsworth criticized the mandate 
calling it “a Big Brother-style 
government mandate.” 


While the statewide mandate 
is slated to end in April, individ- 
ual cities can still determine their 
own policies, and as of March 
21, the city of Birmingham has 
announced that it is likely to con- 
tinue to hold the mask mandate 
after April 9. 

The University of Montevallo 
has also said that it plans to keep 
its current COVID-19 policies 
after the state’s mask mandate has 
ended. 

According to COVID task 
force chair, Dr. Tammi Dahle, 
“The University will continue to 
encourage mask wearing on and 
off campus until CDC guidance 
suggests otherwise. We will 
enforce mask wearing on campus 
per the protocols established by 
the Task Force.” 


Continued on page 3. 


UM theatre department ranked 
top in the state 


By SARAH CLAYTON 


On Feb. 28, Onstage Blog 
recognized the University of 
Montevallo’s Theatre Depart- 
ment as the top theatre program 
in the state of Alabama for their 
2021 edition. 

Onstage Blog posts an annual 
list every year to recognize uni- 
versities and schools across the 
country, and Montevallo had the 
privilege of being on the list this 
year. The list of schools was com- 
piled by a committee consisting 
of students, educators, parents 
and alumni alike. 

Other online rankings of 
theatre programs base their 
rankings on the region, like best 
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programs in the South, while 
others like this list are compiled 
by each state. They have criteria 
for each list that is compiled and 
then added up to recognize a 
school or university. 

Chairman of the Theatre 
Department, Dr. David Cal- 
laghan, had this to say on the 
recognition, “It was very nice to 
heat this news. I think the nature 
of any recognition like this is you 
have been working for a number 
of years and then at a given time 
somebody making these kinds of 
assessments acknowledges it. 


Continued on page 3. 
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Let’s talk about the end of the mask mandate 


By HANNAH IRVIN, Copy editor 


On April 9, Alabama's 
state-wide mask mandate will 
expire, and we will follow in the 
footsteps of other states that have 
ended mask mandates despite 
recommendations from the 
CDC. 

Our neighbor, Georgia, never 
implemented a mask mandate, 
and has seen over one million 
cases and nearly 18,000 deaths. 
Florida, similarly, has had over 2 
million cases and 32,778 deaths, 
having no statewide mandate 
even at the beginning of the pan- 
demic. Alabama has had about 
512,000 cases and over 10,000 
deaths. 

Why are masks such a point 
of contention? 

Health professionals all over 
the world cite the benefits of 
wearing a mask, yet state officials 
scoff at those who enforce wear- 
ing. 

A Colorado restaurant em- 
ployee was shot for not serving 
a customer who refused to wear 
a mask back in May of 2020. 
Health officials have received 
death threats after masks were 
required 

Some anti-maskers claim 
that mandates infringe on their 
constitutional rights, despite the 
fact that freedom to go without a 
mask infringes on the freedom of 
others to be safe. 

I find the debate about masks 
to be tiresome and even humor- 
ous due to my unique experienc- 
es with them. 

Despite being mocked for it 
on several different occasions, 

I started wearing a mask in the 
winter of 2019, during a par- 
ticularly rampant flu season on 
campus. 

I had seen disability advocates 
with lowered immune systems 
wearing masks to prevent illness 
or reactions to allergens and 
decided to try it for myself. 

While everyone around me 
got sick and missed a week or 
two of classes, I remained per- 
fectly healthy without catching 
so much as a cold. 

When the mask mandate here 
in Alabama went into effect, I 
was ready with my collection of 
cute masks. 

I was not ready, though, for 
the onslaught of vitriol sur- 
rounding the topic. 
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I agree that those who have 
legitimate reasons why they 
cannot wear a mask should be 
exempt. I have personal friends 
with autism and rheumatoid ar- 
thritis - conditions that can cause 
mask-wearing to be extremely 
difficult. 

I want to make it very clear 
that actual disabilities are under- 
standable and people who cannot 
wear masks for medical reasons 
should not be treated poorly 
because of it. 

Since wearing a mask often 
protects those around the wearer 
more effectively than the wearer 
themselves, a few exceptions 
should be fine. We should also 
be making services like curbside 
pickup more common so those 
who cannot wear masks but also 
do not wish to take a risk can 
obtain the items they need. 

However, simply citing “emo- 
tional distress” or an “undis- 
closed disability” is not enough. 

Several studies have actually 
linked refusal to wear a mask 
with antisocial personality traits, 
such as a “reckless disregard for 
the safety of self and others.” 

People have been found faking 
disabilities and documentation 
in order to avoid masks. One 
woman claims her disability is 
“overheating easily” and carries 
a fake exemption card (she also 
rammed someone with a shop- 


ping cart when refused service 
for not wearing a mask). 

Wearing a mask ist difficult. 
Many masks are comfortable and 
allow for easy breathing. They 
do not lower oxygen levels. They 
do not increase carbon dioxide 
inhalation. 

Many professionals, like 
surgeons, wear masks for hours 
every day as part of their job and 
suffer no ill effects. 

Those like myself who have 
limited airways due to asthma 
or related conditions might feel 
like masks make it harder to 
breathe - I like to remind myself 
that COVID makes it harder to 
breathe too. IfI don’t like a mask, 
I'm really not going to like a 
ventilator. 

I have seen far too much 
internet chatter dismissing the 
number of deaths, citing the real 
cause as “underlying conditions.” 

And yes, the CDC reported 
that 94% of people who died 
from COVID had contributing 
conditions. 

Too many people have 
claimed that having a healthy 
immune system is all you need 
to stay safe from the coronavirus 
- just eat healthy and exercise. 
Yet these “underlying condi- 
tions” include type 1 diabetes, 
Down Syndrome, cystic fibrosis, 
sickle cell anemia, and asthma 
- all conditions that you can be 


born with. Another “underlying 
condition” is pregnancy. We can't 
genuinely assume that a preg- 
nant person would have died 
anyway. Additionally, conditions 
like heart disease, renal failure, 
certain types of cancer, type 2 
diabetes, and obesity can all be 
managed for years without being 
life-threatening. To dismiss 
deaths because of existing con- 
ditions is to make excuses from 
a place of ignorance. People with 
existing conditions don’t deserve 
to die either. 

We know masks work 

Many, many studies can be 
found that provide evidence 
masks slow the spread of infec- 
tious diseases. 

Japan has included masks as a 
common cultural practice for de- 
cades, seen as “an individual duty 
to protect one’s family, commu- 
nity and country.” Ifa person has 
the sniffles, they wear a mask in 
case it is contagious so they don’t 
spread it to anyone else. 

The entire country of Japan 
has had 15,166 new cases from 
March 10 to 21. They have a 
population of 126,476,461 which 
makes their COVID cases only 
0.01% of their population. 

Unsurprisingly, Japan has a 
collectivistic culture, which puts 
the good of the community above 
the comfort of the individual. 

In the U.S., we pride ourselves 
on our individualistic culture, 
and one writer describes us as 
“more likely to prioritize them- 
selves over a group.” This has 
rarely been more apparent than 
in the politicizing of mask-wear- 
ing. 


The student body needs its SGA to step up 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor 


When I first got involved with 
The Alabamian back in 2018, I 
was surprised to discover that 
we did not do anything to cover 
SGA senate meetings. 

I brought this up as a clear 
lack of coverage, and was imme- 
diately given what I assume is the 
classic response of all under- 
staffed editor-in-chiefs, “that’s 
a good point, would you like to 
cover it?” 

To my great regret, I said yes. 

I hated the SGA beat, and I 
really didn’t do much to keep 
my dislike a secret. I found the 
meetings boring and the senators 
frustratingly inactive. 

I resented the way it ate up 
my time and the way I was the 
only reporter on staff who had 
to attend a weekly session. I'd 
always envisioned journalism as 
far more exciting than what I was 
given. 

But I never stopped believing 
that the beat was important, so 
the following year, when no one 
else was willing to pick it up, I 
agreed to do it again. 

It was probably about halfway 
through that year that I realized 
that I actually had grown to enjoy 
the role I had taken on. 

I learned to respect the work 
that SGA was doing. The senate 
was always full of members who 
just sat around and did nothing, 
but I began to respect those who 
clearly cared and were putting in 


the effort. 

Which is why this year has 
been such a disappointment 

As I said, it is perfectly normal 
that SGA has a large percent of 
senators who are clearly there 
just to pad their resume and don't 
actually care at all about help- 
ing their fellow students. This is 
normally somewhat counterbal- 
anced by the willful minority that 
work to actually do something 
productive. 

Normally, it takes SGA a few 
months before they actually pass 
any bills or resolutions. This is 
in part because a good chunk of 
the senators tends to be new and 
therefore have to learn all of the 
rules from scratch. 

This year, the SGA Senate 
didn't pass a bill until Feb. 24, 
not counting the approval of the 
budget. 

For reference, the previous 
Senate passed its first bill in 
September. 

Now, obviously, it is not always 
necessary to pass legislation. Put- 
ting forward bills just for the sake 
of doing it would be ridiculous. 

That said, the SGA is a group 
of students in the unique position 
of actually making improvements 
to their campus with a very large 
budget. 

Few other students are given 
the opportunity to make the 
types of campus improvements 
that SGA is able to, but this year 


they have wasted their ability. 

I understand that we're in a 
pandemic and that things are 
tough for everyone, but ulti- 
mately, there is a point at which I 
don't care. 

It is the job of leaders to stand 
up and act in difficult situations. 

All three of the student publi- 
cations, Montage, The Tower and 
The Alabamian have managed 
to find ways to continue to do 
their jobs despite the restric- 
tions placed upon them by 
COVID-19. 

The same can be said for sev- 
eral other student organizations. 

A group known as the 
Student-Athlete Mental Health 
Committee is working to destig- 
matize mental health. 

The various Greek organiza- 
tions are still functioning under 
the new regulations. 

If students can count on and 
expect these organizations to 
continue to function and provide 
a service for them, why should it 
be any different for the SGA? 

Please do not misunderstand, 
I am not trying to claim that no 
members of the SGA care about 
their work or want to do some- 
thing to invest back into their 
campus. 

In fact, I know that many 
members of the SGA executive 
branch, and even a few of the 
senators, have continued to work 
hard to serve the community of 


Montevallo. 

I have a huge respect for both 
Thomas Dillard, SGA president 
and Natalie Seavers, SGA vice 
president. 

Both of them are hardworking 
individuals who are trying their 
best to work through a difficult 
situation as they manage all 
of their normal work through 
Zoom. 

‘That said, we as a student 
body deserve better than what we 
have gotten. 

The SGA has thousands of 
dollars of budget in which to im- 
prove our campus, and thus far 
they have spent a measly $77.70 
for a single bill. 

The campus is full of potential 
improvements, and I am sure that 
I speak for many students when 
I say that if I had the amount of 
money that SGA gets, I could 
think of a lot of useful things to 
spend it on. 

As students prepare to elect 
their senators for the next year, 
they should think carefully 
about who they want to pick and 
then hold those representatives 
accountable to do their jobs and 
lead. 
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News 


Student athletes advocate for mental health 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 








With the ongoing pandemic, 
and an increase in isolation, men- 
tal health has become an increas- 
ingly important issue for many. 

The issues and stigmas of men- 
tal health are widespread, but one 
of the communities that may go 
unnoticed in their battles against 
mental health are student-athletes. 

Student-athletes face increas- 
ingly busy schedules of practices, 
workouts and competition, on 
top of the pressures of maintain- 
ing social relationships and their 
academics. 

The Student-Athlete Mental 
Health Committee was created in 
the 2020 fall semester, by Linda 
Silva and Sydney Smith. 

Silva, a member of the women’s 
lacrosse team, is a campus captain 
of The Hidden Opponent, which 
“focuses on student athlete mental 
health awareness and the destig- 
matization of mental health.” 

Smith, a member of the volley- 
ball team, is a student worker at 
the UM counseling services. 

The two women helped create 
the SAMHC and have continued 
to collaborate in their mission to 
destigmatize mental health issues 
among student-athletes and the 
athletic community. 

Working with the Montevallo 
Athletic Director, Mark Richard, 
the SAMHC is student-led and 


aims to, “create a safe space for 


student athletes to speak openly 
about mental health [and] advo- 
cate for mental health awareness.” 

Their goal is to have at least 
one representative for each sport at 
Montevallo. 

Currently they have represen- 
tatives from women’s and men’s 
lacrosse, volleyball, women’s and 
men’s tennis, women’s and men’s 
basketball, women’s and men’s 
soccer, softball, and swim. Rep- 
resentatives from each team “are 
encouraged to reach out to their 
[teammates] via group message, 
during practice, or a designated 
time to talk...” 

Silva and Smith plan on 
organizing more direct action 
and awareness through events 
and fundraisers for mental health 
organizations, student-led panels, 
speakers and information sessions. 

“The Hidden Opponent is a 
big inspiration to our committee, 
and we are hoping to have profes- 
sionals come speak on campus,” 
said Smith and Silva. 

The SAMHC also plans to use 
money from fundraisers to “do- 
nate to local research institutions 
that focus on and advocate for 
mental health.” 

Smith and Silva said, “Un- 
fortunately, there are not many 
resources within our community 
and that’s something we want to 
work towards.” 


The basis of the organization is 
consistent virtual meetings where 
the SAMHC “connects students to 
our local and on-campus resources 
while providing a safe space for 
conversation within our group.” 

Each meeting, representatives 
touch base about “current feelings 
and struggles.” 

Representatives are also 
responsible for reaching out to 
their teams to discuss individu- 
al concerns. Concerns are then 
brought to the SAMHC meetings 
where they, “address and educate 
ourselves on those needs.” 

The SAMHC also “encourages 
representatives to have an open 
conversation about what our goals 
are with other student-athletes and 
to emphasize destigmatization and 
a welcoming environment.” 

“The largest stigmas we are 
fighting are that student-athletes 
have to be ‘tough’ in all aspects of 
our lives and that we have it easier 
because of scholarships, structured 
schedules, [and our] health and 
fitness,” said Silva and Smith. 

One of the student represen- 
tatives of the Montevallo men’s 
Lacrosse team, Jackson Neufeld, 
said, “...athletics can often act as 
an extreme stressor on both an 
athlete’s body and mind. Research 
shows that student-athletes are 
more likely to deal with mental 


health issues such as eating disor- 
ders or substance abuse, as well as 
depression and anxiety.” 

Neufeld, a junior social work 
major, said that he first joined the 
SAMHC because, “The commit- 
tee gives me a chance to continue 
educating myself, to emerge as a 
leader on my team and to help 
combat the stigma surrounding 
mental health in the athletic 
community.” 

In the little time the SAMHC 
has existed on campus, it has been 
consistently growing. 

Neufeld said, “...each meet- 
ing the committee has been able 
to attract more members, and I 
find it really powerful to see... 
student-athletes who are advocat- 
ing for their mental health and 
[are] passionate about fighting the 
stigma surrounding mental health 
in athletic culture.” 

For student-athletes like 
Neufeld, Silva and Smith, the 
SAHMC provides an important 
space to navigate the unique chal- 
lenges of being a collegiate athlete 
in a new welcoming community. 

Neufeld said, “Joining the 
SAMHC has afforded me the 
opportunity to not only continue 
educating myself on these issues, 
but to establish myself as a leader 
and a resource for other athletes 
who also silently struggle.” 


Theatre department ranked top in state (cont). 
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View from Rebekah Luker stage in Center of the Fine Arts. Photo courtesy of University Mar- 


keting and Communications. 


UM to continue 
enforcing COVID 
guidelines (cont.) 


The exact nature of these 
policies, however, may change 
depending on how the sit- 
uation looks when students 
return from spring break. 

“The Task Force is continu- 
ing to monitor community and 
campus trends and will make 
decisions regarding compre- 
hensive mask use after spring 
break,’ said Dahle. 

“A spike in cases (or not) 
after spring break will help in- 
form our decision. That is why 
we encourage all students to 
be responsible over the break 
since the results of spring 


break behavior may have a 
direct effect on our COVID 


decisions for the remainder of 
the semester.” 

While the University has 
already announced plans to 
return to full in-person classes 
in the fall, it is not clear exactly 
what that will look like yet, 
and no exact timeline for when 
restrictions will be eased has 
been released. 

According to Dahle, “There 
is no strict timeline,’ and, “De- 
cisions are based on CDC and 
public health guidance.” 





“Tt was a very nice recognition 
of the collective endeavor of the 
theatre department.” 

This recognition can create 
this lasting impact within the 
department as it effects faculty, 
students, and incoming students 
as well. 

Callaghan asked alumni and 
other students about how they 
felt about the recognition and 
most of them felt proud of being 
a part of the University. 

“Tt is possible that a particular 
prospective student, especially 
from another region, might look 
a little closer at us now after 
reading the article, but ultimately 
it comes down to the work that 
we do, the training, the education 
we offer here at Montevallo,” said 
Callaghan. 

“In the field of higher educa- 
tion these types of recognitions 
do encourage people to take a 


Shoe 


By WESLEY HYDE, 
Digital media manager 


The March 4 SGA meeting 
opened up with SGA President 
Thomas Dillard reminding 
everyone of the University’s 
announcement of a full open- 
ing in the fall. 

This was followed by an 
announcement that the Food 
Advisory Committee was 
bringing back a waffle machine 
to the cafeteria and would 


closer look, certainly, and that’s a 
positive thing” 

The article acknowledges how 
now is a good time to get into 
theatre. 

Callaghan went into more 
detail. 

“The field/industry is rebooting, 
reenergizing, there is all this 
change happening and it’s going 
to be an exciting time ahead. We 
are seeing a lot of interest from 
prospective students, and the 
temporary changes of the past 
year did not shut down recruiting 
students who are interested in 
studying theatre, so that’s awe- 
some,’ said Callaghan. 

The article does not really 
list specific reasons on why the 
universities and schools were 
the best of the best. They went 
off seven-point criteria for the 
committee to go off. 

“There are so many great 


be adding a hot chocolate and 
frappuccino machine. 

The rest of the meeting 
consisted of the executive cab- 
inet members describing their 
positions for those looking to fill 
these now-open positions. 

‘The March 10 meeting 
opened with university commit- 
tee reports where Dillard shared 
that the Distance Education 
Advisory committee are working 
on fixing technical issues that 
are affecting students, which was 
followed by a reminder to set up 
Duo authentication with univer- 
sity accounts. 

During senate reports, Gov- 
ernmental Affairs went over their 
attempts to resolve issues with 


theatre programs offering theatre 
training, but they are all different, 
so when you are looking for a 
program, you are looking for a 
place that fits best with you,” said 
Callaghan. 

“We do things in our specific 
way and I believe we do a very 
good job at meeting students 
where they are directly, finding 
out what they are interested in, 
where they see their future, and 
mentoring them towards a path 
after graduation individually 
within the holistic curriculum 
we Offer all students. We feel our 
majors are extremely prepared 
for the next step of their artistic 
and personal journey after gradu- 
ation,” he continued. 

Callaghan said he hopes that 
students have had a good experi- 
ence being at Montevallo as well 
as growing as an artist and as a 
person. 

“Being an artist is a way you 
look at the world and we even- 
tually translate that into actual 
jobs and what we do in our lon- 
ger-term careers,” said Callaghan. 

Callaghan also added that 
there was still a possibility for 
growth within the department. 

“T cart envision a department, 
a theatre, any kind of artistic 
producing organization that 
couldn't grow and improve,’ said 
Callaghan. 

“Tt’s married with the idea of 
curiosity, as you can do really 
good work in this field or even 
great work at times, but there's 
always something ahead of you. 

“There's always more to learn 
in our field and that possibility 
makes for a rich and fulfilling 
life. There’s always something 
new happening, so we should 
never stop learning and growing, 
as it truly enriches our lives!” 


the air conditioning in Bloch. 
‘They said a representative 
shared that the air condition- 
ing was on a system which 
monitored and followed stu- 
dent usage of the facility and 
would not be changing. 
Campus life announced 
they were looking into gather- 
ing gifts and other things for 
resident assistants and other 
campus workers and would be 
looking into new legislation. 
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Vaccine 
(cont.) 


of the protein, they destroy 
the genetic material from 

the vaccine. Our bodies 
recognize that the protein 
should not be there and build 
T-lymphocytes and B-lym- 
phocytes,’ which are types of 
defensive white blood cells 
“that will remember how to 
fight the virus that causes 
COVID-19 if we are infected 
in the future? 

The Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine consists of a single 
shot and is a viral vector 
type which, according to the 
CDC, “contain a modified 
version of a different virus 
than the one that causes 
COVID-19. Inside the shell 
of the modified virus, there is 
material from the virus that 
causes COVID-19. This is 
called a ‘viral vector? 

Once the viral vector is 
inside our cells, the genetic 
material gives cells instruc- 
tions to make a protein that 
is unique to the virus that 
causes COVID-19. Using 
these instructions, our cells 
make copies of the protein. 

This prompts our bodies 
to build T-lymphocytes and 
B-lymphocytes that will 
remember how to fight that 
virus if we are infected in the 
future.” 

The CDC also notes that, 
“If it has been less than two 
weeks since your shot, or 
if you still need to get your 
second shot, you are NOT 
fully protected” 

They suggest to “keep tak- 
ing all prevention steps until 
you are fully vaccinated” 

Although the World 
Health Organization admits 
that, “Safe and effective vac- 
cines will be a gamechanger,” 
they recognize that “for the 
foreseeable future we must 
continue wearing masks, 
physically distancing and 
avoiding crowds.” 

They argue that, “Being 
vaccinated does not mean 
that we can throw caution to 
the wind and put ourselves 
and others at risk, partic- 
ularly because it is still not 
clear the degree to which 
the vaccines can protect not 
only against disease but also 
against infection and trans- 
mission.” 

According to Shelby 
County’s website, The Ala- 
bama Department of Public 
Health has developed a plan 
for vaccinations that is “fol- 
lowing a phased allocation 
approach.” 

On Monday, March 22, 
the current phase moved 
from 1b to 1c, meaning that 
“everyone 55 and older, 
people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities 
and those who are ages 16- 
64 with high-risk medical 
conditions.” 

Eventually, things will 
open up in Phase 2 to those 
that aren't in la, 1b and Ic. 

The vaccine is available at 
various clinics and phar- 
macies and there is a list of 
locations on Shelby County’s 
website alongside details 
of those eligible during the 
Phase allocation approach. 

According to their site, 
“every Tuesday at 9 a.m., 
Shelby County will post 
available vaccine appoint- 
ments for the next two weeks 
from ADPH. 

At the University of 
Montevallo, student workers 
have had the opportunity to 
sign up for vaccinations on 
March 31. 
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By ZOE HALL, Editor-in-chief 


might feel a bit muddle. 
Take a step back and con- 
sider your options. 


Aries: You might be 
feeling under the weather, 
Aries. Get some rest and 
it'll help you know where to 


start with your next tasks. | Geminis Routine is your 


You'll be sure to tackle it. favorite thing, but don't 
disregard the joy of spon- 


Taurus: Recent suc- taneity. Call a relative or 


cesses may make you feel just do something new. You 
might find yourself feeling 


like you're under a lot of 
pressure, and you're brain renewed. 


Cancer: You might be 
craving some solitude, 
Cancer. If you find yourself 
at a crossroads, this is a 
positive. Don't fight it. 


Leo: You'll find yourself 
with many opportunities 
for good conversations and 
some new insights, Leo. 


Virgo: There's many 
opportunities opening up 
to you and you might be 
facing some new choices, 
Virgo, but take your time to 
do what's best. 


Libra: Others around you 
may seem to be changing, 
but it might actually be 
you. Growth can be uncom- 
fortable, but bear with it. 


Scorpio: You might 

be pondering some deep 
subjects, Scorpio. Just re- 
member to focus and align 
yourself with your goals. 


Sagittarius: Stop dwell- 
ing on the old and look at 
the changes around you. 
Move forward with courage 
instead of doubt. 


Capricorn: Words are 
your friend, Capricorn. If 
you find yourself with a 
problem, do some read- 


ing or research it and you 
might find youself with the 

answer you were looking 
or. 


Aquarius: Your first 
reaction to someone bump- 
ing you might be to push 
back, but don’t let yourself 
get all worked up. 


Pisces: You have drive 
and enthusiasm, Pisces, but 
be wary of rash decisions. 


CROSSWORD: Artists and their genres 


By ANNAPRENZIE KOCSIS 





DOWN 

1. Ray Charles 9. Ariana Grande 
2. Whitney Houston 11. Mozart 

3. Donna Summer 12. Rick James 

4, Evita 14. Calvin Harris 


5. Luis Fonsi 16. Bob Marley 


www.thealabamian.com 





ACROSS 
6. Lin-Manuel Miranda 


7. Carrie Underwood 
8. Skrillex 

10. Deadmau5 

13. KISS 


15. Marvin Gaye 
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16. Deep Purple 
17. Macklemore 
18. Vanilla Ice 


19. Louis Armstrong 


R.O.E. Hobby 


"Your Quest Awaits!" 
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College Night leaders no longer limited by gender 


By ZOE HALL, Editor in chief 


Following a difficult College 
Night season under the Univer- 
sity health restrictions because of 
coronavirus, the current College 
Night leaders announced on 
Monday, April 5, that College 
Night leaders are no longer set to 
be binary in a gender structure. 

According Gold Side Leader, 
Abby Jo Askins, there were a few 
different reasons that this year’s 
leaders pushed for the change. 

“First of all, Montevallo is 
unlike any other place in this 
primarily conservative state. We 
embrace differences and we look 
to empower those who may be 
disenfranchised in other places in 
their lives,” said Askins. 

“We believe that anyone is 
capable of being a leader and that 
they should be offered the same 
opportunities no matter what 
their gender, sexual orientation 
or any other personal identifiers.” 

Askins also expressed hopes 
that the change “opens the doors 
for anyone to be leader as long as 
they are the right candidate.” 

“There should be no limit of 
male or female keeping people 
in a box and lowering chances 
for those who deserve it,” said 
Askins. 

“If you have the passion, the 
leadership qualities, the drive and 
the chance to run, then there is 
no good reason for your gender 
to prevent you from holding that 
position” 

“Two women could be leaders, 
two men, those who identify as 
non-binary can be welcomed to 
the table. The possibilities are 
endless with this amendment,” 
said Askins. 

While the election for next 
year’s College Night leaders has 
not yet started, candidates on 
both sides have commented on 
the change. 

“When I heard about the Col- 
lege Night board changing the 
rules of College Night, I thought 





Illustration by Isabella Ziglar. 


about it will not only open the 
doors for females and males to 
run for leader, but for everyone 
to run was incredible news. This 
also allows people who are the 
most qualified to be put in the 
position of power, which is great 
for both sides,” said junior musi- 
cal theatre major and Gold Side 
candidate Kensley Sandlin. 

“To me this allows the sides 
to vote freely for who they truly 
want. Going into the next season, 
I cannot wait to see how this 
plays out and the success that 
comes out of it,” said Sandlin. 

Another candidate for Gold 
Side leader, junior finance and 
accounting major Collin Ste- 
phens also commented, saying 
he “couldn't be happier to be part 
of such a historic College Night 


leader campaign.” 

Stephens particularly noted 
the change for its progressiveness 
and movement towards inclu- 
sion. 

“It’s nice to see progressive 
changes being made by the 
current Leaders and the College 
Night Committee to make such 
a large role on campus be more 
welcoming,’ said Stephens. 

“Tt provides a huge oppor- 
tunity for each side to elect the 
four best possible individuals to 
run for Leader regardless of their 
identity, and I think that taking 
away the limiting factor of only 
having two women and two men 
is a welcome change.” 

Though Stephens is also 
the only male running on the 
Gold Side ballot he said that “T 


wouldn't have it any other way.’ 

Junior musical theatre major 
and Purple Side candidate Car- 
son Reed agreed. 

“The non-binary structure 
is a brilliant step in the right 
direction for inclusion and for 
the longevity of College Night. I 
think it’s important to recognize 
the changing time,” said Reed. 

“The two leaders for College 
Night should be the most quali- 
fied individuals. Elaborating on 
the inclusion point, recognizing 
that there are people on both 
sides that don’t identify with the 
binary is important.’ 

“Everyone interested in 
running for leader deserves the 
respect to have it be a comfort- 
able experience. The tradition 
of College Night is so important 





to so many people and with a 
University that is often ahead of 
the times, it is wonderful to see 
us do a self-evaluation and make 
changes accordingly,’ said Reed. 


Check out 
the 2022 
for Tate | (et-1K=) 
lineup on 
page 8! 


Restoration of Sims House sparks debate over 


By CADY INABINETT, City beat reporter 





City of Montevallo emblem. 


Debate has erupted in recent 
Montevallo City Council meet- 
ings over a Montevallo Devel- 
opment Cooperative District 
project funding the renovation of 
the historic Sims House located 
on Montevallo’s campus. 

Both citizens and council 
members speaking against the 
project. 

The debate has also led to dis- 
cussions about how the MDCD 
approves projects, as well as 


leading to the resignation of city 
representative of MDCD, Denise 
Woodham. 

The Sims House project was 
approved by MDCD in February 
of 2020 with a budget of $125,000 
for renovations. 

These renovations will allow 
the University to house the 
Community Counseling Clinic 
in the building located on Middle 
Street. 

The clinic, which is run 


by the Graduate Counseling 
Department, “provides free 
mental health care to those in the 
surrounding communities who 
cannot afford it? 

The clinic also acts as, “a train- 
ing ground where counseling stu- 
dents, under the supervision of 
counseling faculty, gain valuable 
experience working with clients.” 
The clinic currently operates for 
only two afternoons a week and 
is housed in a shared space in 
the Wallace Speech and Hearing 
Center. 

Relocating to the Sims House 
would allow the clinic to expand 
its services to four days a week, 
as well as house new facilities 
such as spaces for individual and 
group counseling and child-play 
therapy, in addition to, “instruc- 
tional space and premier tech- 
nologies for telehealth counseling 
services in rural communities.” 

Clientele is also expected to 
increase, and enrollment in the 
counseling master’s program will 
expand “from 95 to 120 students.” 

MDCD cites rising concerns 
“regarding mental health and 
wellness” as one of the main 
factors driving this project, say- 
ing, “We are seeing an intensi- 
fication in these concerns given 


the challenges associated with 
COVID-19, including social iso- 
lation, depression, and anxiety.” 

MCDD’s project proposal 
went on to say that, “The ren- 
ovation of the Sims House is a 
durable solution to serving the 
citizens of Montevallo and sur- 
rounding communities who are 
in crisis, but may lack the funds 
to seek privatized care; as well 
as saying that the partnership 
between the University and the 
city “has the potential to serve 
as a durable model for sustained 
social services in that they are 
offered in the context of academ- 
ic and clinical preparation at no 
additional cost to the city.” 

However, some believe that 
offering free counseling ser- 
vices would hurt the business of 
licensed counselors in the area. 

These concerns were brought 
up by Robert Hurt at a city coun- 
cil meeting on March 8, with 
Hurt saying that going forward 
with the Sims House project 
would “hurt me and many other 
people, colleagues of mine,” as 
well as saying, “those of us who 
have professional licenses in this 
town and the surrounding area 
do not want to have to compete 
against Montevallo.” 





No information about Hurt’s 
practice has been able to be 
found, and The Alabamian has 
been unable to contact him for 
comment. 

Later at the March 8 council 
meeting, council member Martha 
Eisenberg spoke against funding 
the project as well, saying “the 
city of Montevallo needs to con- 
centrate on getting our house in 
order” before providing funding 
for a project on the University’s 
campus. 


Continued on page 4. 
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Bureaucracy is hurting natural distaster response 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 


Tornadoes are an unfortunate 
but constant part of living in 
Alabama. 

I was born in Northport, Al- 
abama, but grew up in multiple 
states due to moving around. Al- 
though I was never in Alabama 
for more than a summer before 
moving to Montevallo, tornadoes 
were always something to be 
talked about in my family. 

I remember living in North 
Carolina in 2011 when my teach- 
er came up to me and pulled me 
aside. 

She asked me about my family 
and if they were alright from 
the tornado that hit Tuscaloosa 
and Birmingham. The tornado 
in question cost over 2 billion 
dollars, and left 64 people dead. 
Fortunately, none of my family 
was injured, and none of their 
homes were hit. 

A lot of my family in Alabama 
live in Perry County. Chances are 
if you walk into Perry County 
and talk to a random stranger, 
I'm related to them in some 
way. It’s a small community, but 
they’re all mostly kinfolk. To this 
day, my parents and grandpar- 
ents will be talking about some- 
one in our family, and I'll have 
to ask who it is. Every time, it’s a 
cousin or an uncle or aunt. 

This brings me to March 25. 

It was the end of spring break, 
and I was in North Carolina 
due to COVID-19 and remote 
learning. Regardless of where I 
was, I had my phone open and 
was watching James Spann on 
my TV. 

Seeing that the tornado path 
was directly going towards Perry 
County had me and my family 
worried, with our phones full of 
messages and concern for family 
members in Alabama. That fear 
is something that I think every 
person in Alabama has felt. 

Total damages of the March 
25 tornadoes are still being as- 
sessed, but it was a total ten tor- 
nadoes, with the Perry County 
tornado at an EF-3. Other areas 
of Alabama were hit just as hard, 
with another severely damag- 
ing tornado in Shelby County. 
Ultimately the tornadoes caused 
several injuries, along with five 
deaths in Calhoun County. 

This was the first time in my 
life that my family was direct- 
ly affected by tornadoes. It’s 
never something you plan for 
or believe will happen to you. 

It’s surreal. Fortunately, no one 
was injured, but homes were 
completely destroyed, and nearly 
everyone in the area was and 
continues to be displaced. 

One of the homes that was 
destroyed was my great grand- 
mother’s. Her house was the 
place that anyone could stay if 
they had nowhere else to go. It 
was where we had family holi- 





View of tornado damage. Photo courtesy of Cole Swain. 


days, and spent whole summers 
at. To see it the way it was, was 
gut wrenching. 

My parents decided that we 
were going to travel to Ala- 
bama to help out as much as we 
could. We saw that everyone was 
displaced because the entire com- 
munity was hit and couldn't help 
each other. We got to Alabama 
Saturday, March 27, and left on 
April 3. The entire week we were 
there, we tried to salvage what we 
could at not just my Nanny’s, but 
also as many houses as we could 
and tried to help however people 
needed it. 

Perry County and so many 
other areas in Alabama are deep- 
ly rural. The week we were there 
was primarily spent without 
phone service. 

This is why I decided to write 
this article. As I was looking at 
different reports, it continued 
to jump out to me the immense 
coverage of the different areas in 
Shelby County and other more 
suburban communities were 
receiving compared to Perry 
County. 

These areas suffered just as 
severely, if not worse, in specif- 
ic communities, but what was 
angering was the lack of response 
to Perry County and more 
impoverished communities. 
Talking to other family members 
and comparing different natural 
disaster responses in the past to 
the current one, it was clear to 
me there was a disparity. 

Because they’re so historically 
rural, areas like Perry County 
often rely on community help 
through neighbors, churches and 
different religious organizations. 
This time around, it was no 
different, except it was the entire 
community affected. It's hard to 
help your community when you 
are also in need of help. 


We needed assistance, not just 
from an organization like Samar- 
itan’s Purse or Lutheran Early 
Response teams, but from the 
Alabama Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency (EMA), FEMA and 
insurance companies like Alfa. 

It’s pitiful that we have to rely 
on non-profits to help out our 
most suffering communities, 
when the Alabama EMA receives 
$5 million from the State Budget, 
and FEMA receives $28.7 billion. 
Samaritan’s Purse, a Christian 
humanitarian aid organization, 
was contacted on March 29 and 
showed up the next day to help 
do a lot of the tree removal and 
came back the following day to 
help take down house debris. Be- 
fore me and my family had even 
made it ourselves, other religious 
non-profits were assisting the 
area. 

Some insurance companies 
showed up as early as March 
27, others didn't show up until 
March 31 - five days after the 
initial tornadoes. Speaking to 
family members in the area, most 
of them have said that the com- 
munity just wants better commu- 
nication. Most of them were left 
in the dark and continue to be 
uninformed about the different 
available resources and how to 
receive them. 

Perry County EMA Direc- 
tor DeAndrae Kimbrough sent 
out dumpsters and portable 
toilets to the area, which was 
much-needed and the people in 
the area were extremely grateful. 
However, as much help as he 
can be, his hands are tied due to 
the bureaucratic nightmare. In a 
rural area like this, it’s difficult to 
make assessments for the ‘quotas’ 
necessary for relief. 

So far, Kimbrough is the only 
significant representative or gov- 
ernment official to be in the area. 


Kay Ivey toured areas of Shelby 
County but did not bother to 
stop by Perry County. The state 
and the federal government have 
yet to provide the entire neces- 
sary assistance. 

As citizens in Alabama con- 
tinue to be displaced, without the 
necessary resources to continue 
on with their lives, Kay Ivey and 
other legislators are about to 
spend billions on new prisons. 
As Alabamians try to build back 
their homes, the government that 
is supposed to be for the people, 
is debating whether or not the 
sweet potato should be the state 
vegetable. 

It’s difficult to look at this 
situation and argue that our cur- 
rent system is fighting for every 
citizen’s needs and hearts. 

Tm not blaming any individ- 
ual, and I do not think that any 
individual is to blame. What is 
to blame is the system’s lack of 
care for the basic needs of the 
impoverished and of people who 
make up the working class and 
the backbone of our country. 

Bureaucracy is and will con- 
tinue to be the excuse of limited 
response or aid to these situa- 
tions. It’s what led to the disaster 
of Katrina, an event that hap- 
pened almost a decade ago, but 
we are continuing to see the caus- 
es of the humanitarian disaster. 
Enough of the excuses. It’s time 
for legislators to do their jobs. 

No matter the political party, 
natural disaster relief and a 
crumbling infrastructure contin- 
ue to be ignored in meaningful 
policy reform. Both parties claim 
they are the party of the people, 
but when the people begin to 
suffer, both parties’ cash into the 
political machine of meaningless 
rhetoric and bureaucracy. 


Letter to the editor: Students deserve more 


By EMILY TORRES 


Tolerance is a powerful thing. Tolerance allows for people with different 
religions, political ideologies, traditions, etc. to live harmoniously. Tolerance 
also, by definition, tells what is acceptable to an individual, institution or 


society. 


The choosing of representative Bill Poole as commencement speaker for 
the spring 2021 commencment ceremony and response to the concerns of 
students surrounding the selection is telling of what the University is willing 


to tolerate. 


Representative Poole’s voting record is highly concerning and indicative of 


discriminatory and harmful ideology. He has voted ‘yea to: 
e HB 314 - Increases Penalties for Abortions 


¢ HB 45 - Authorizes Display of the Ten Commandments on State 


Property 


e SB60 - Prohibits Alteration or Removal of Historic Markers 


e HB 445 - Enhances Penalties for “riots” and Prevent Municipalities 


from Reducing Local Police Department Budgets 


¢ HB 391 - Prohibits Transgender Youth from Participating in Alabama 


Public School Sports 


e HB 24 - Authorizes Child-Placement Agencies to Deny Services Based 


on Religion 


Are these ideas part of the “robust discourse” Montevallo welcomes? 

If these are the ideas of someone who “has been recognized as one of the 
most thoughtful, forward-thinking lawmakers in the nation,’ then the nation 
is in trouble. They most certainly do not contribute to a “diverse and welcom- 
ing atmosphere.” They are unacceptable. They are intolerable. To label them as 


anything less than that is to do a great disservice to the many people this type 


of ideology aims to oppress. Tolerance is fuel for the survival of injustice. 


The students deserve more. 





Headshot of Bill Poole. Courtesy of Alabama GOP. 
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The student body needs its SGA to step up 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor 


When I first got involved with 
The Alabamian back in 2018, I 
was surprised to discover that 
we did not do anything to cover 
SGA senate meetings. I brought 
this up as a clear lack of cover- 
age, and was immediately given 
what I assume is the classic re- 
sponse of all understaffed Editor 
in Chiefs, “that’s a good point, 
would you like to cover it?” 

To my great regret, I said yes. 

I hated the SGA beat, and I 
really didn’t do much to keep 
my dislike a secret. I found the 
meetings boring and the senators 
frustratingly inactive. I resented 
the way it ate up my time and the 
way I was the only reporter on 
staff who had to attend a weekly 
session. I'd always envisioned 
journalism as far more exciting 
than what I was given. 

But I never stopped believing 
that the beat was important, so 
the following year, when no one 
else was willing to pick it up, 

I agreed to do it again. It was 
probably about halfway through 
that year that I realized that I 
actually had grown to enjoy the 
role I had taken on. 


I learned to respect the work 
that SGA was doing. The senate 
was always full of members who 
just sat around and did nothing, 
but I began to respect those who 
clearly cared and were putting in 
the effort. 

Which is why this year has 
been such a disappointment. 

As I said, it is perfectly normal 
that SGA has a large percent of 
senators who are clearly there 
just to pad their resume and don't 
actually care at all about help- 
ing their fellow students. This is 
normally somewhat counterbal- 
anced by the willful minority that 
work to actually do something 
productive. 

Normally, it takes SGA a few 
months before they actually pass 
any bills or resolutions. This is 
in part because a good chunk of 
the senators tends to be new and 
therefore have to learn all of the 
rules from scratch. 

This year, the SGA Senate 
didnt pass a bill until Feb. 24, 
not counting the approval of the 
budget. For reference, the previ- 
ous Senate passed its first bill in 
September. 


Now, obviously, it is not 
always necessary to pass legis- 
lation. Putting forward bills just 
for the sake of doing it would be 
ridiculous. That said, the SGA is 
a group of students in the unique 
position of actually making im- 
provements to their campus with 
avery large budget. Few other 
students are given the opportu- 
nity to make the types of campus 
improvements that SGA is able 
to, but this year they have wasted 
their ability. 

I understand that we're in a 
pandemic and that things are 
tough for everyone, but ulti- 
mately, there is a point at which I 
don’t care. It is the job of leaders 
to stand up and act in difficult 
situations. 

All three of the student publi- 
cations, Montage, The Tower and 
The Alabamian have managed 
to find ways to continue to do 
their jobs despite the restrictions 
placed upon them by COVID-19. 
The same can be said for several 
other student organizations. 

A group known as the 
Student-Athlete Mental Health 
Committee is working to 


Letter to the editor: “Turn the tide 


By NATALIE SEAVERS, SGA vice president 


Dear Editor, 


I'm taking time to write to 
you today in order to have my 
voice heard by the student body. 
We all use our platforms in our 
own ways and as seen by the 
harsh words from one of your 
writers, this platform has been 
used in a harsh and negative way. 

As someone who has ven- 
tured to learn and grow at The 
University of Montevallo, I find 
it hard to understand why some- 
one would choose to spend their 
time degrading a group who is 
showing up week by week only 
to serve their peers. 

In an effort to turn the tide in 
a path of positivity, I would like 
to write about how, even during 
a pandemic where our mental 
health makes us feel like we are 


crawling to the finish line, our 
campus is coming together in 
order to show how we all belong 
at Montevallo. 

SGA Executive Cabinet, 
Senate, and Freshman Forum 
have continuously worked with 
students and administration in 
order to help our campus grow 
for the better. 

We have seen legislation pass 
such as building name changes, 
support for reinstating visita- 
tion, and replacing the beach 
volleyball net. Events such as 
“Do Good” helped people take a 
moment to spread their positivity 
and thankfulness to the com- 
munity and of course, everyone 
is excited that the Big Event is 
coming up soon. 

They are looking towards 
finishing strong and writing 


more pieces of legislation as we 
head into the home stretch of this 
semester. 

College Night was different 
this year in the most wonderful 
of ways. We saw people from 
sides we never thought could 
work together, put on a show, 
athletic events, and spirit fueled 
cheer routines that showed ev- 
eryone that nothing can put this 
campus down. 

Groups such as the Exercise 
Science Club have not done one 
but are working on their second 
donation drive for Shelby Emer- 
gency Assistance. Our wide range 
of Greek life may not be active in 
person, but you can still feel their 
spirit as you walk the bricks. 

With membership growing 
for NPHC, IFC, and Panhellenic 
groups, we are sure to hear their 


destigmatize mental health. The 
various Greek organizations are 
still functioning under the new 
regulations. If students can count 
on and expect these organiza- 
tions to continue to function and 
provide a service for them, why 
should it be any different for the 
SGA? 

Please do not misunderstand, 
I am not trying to claim that no 
members of the SGA care about 
their work or want to do some- 
thing to invest back into their 
campus. 

In fact, I know that many 
members of the SGA executive 
branch, and even a few of the 
senators, have continued to work 
hard to serve the community of 
Montevallo. I have a huge respect 
for both Thomas Dillard, SGA 
president and Natalie Seavers, 
SGA vice president. Both of them 
are hardworking individuals 
who are trying their best to work 
through a difficult situation as 
they manage all of their normal 
work through zoom. 

That said, we as a student 
body deserve better than what 
we have gotten. The SGA has 


thousands of dollars of budget in 
which to improve our campus, 
and thus far they have spent a 
measly $77.70 for a single bill. 

The campus is full of potential 
improvements, and I am sure that 
I speak for many students when 
I say that if I] had the amount of 
money that SGA gets, I could 
think of a lot of useful things to 
spend it on. 

As students prepare to elect 
their senators for the next year, 
they should think carefully 
about who they want to pick and 
then hold those representatives 
accountable to do their jobs and 
lead. 





In a path of postivity” 


joy as we get closer to the day 
we can safely be together again. 
I cannot forget our amazing 
student athletes as seeing them 
take the field, court, and track 
again is almost indescribable. To 
the groups I have named, and 
the countless others that deserve 
their own letter, I am thankful 
to you all for showing up for our 
campus. 

All in all, this school year has 
not been easy on any of us, but 
as we are students, we take this 
time to learn and grow with each 
other. Please remember that if 
there’s something that is making 
you unhappy, then you have full 
power to make a change. 

Change is made every year 
through SGA and other student 
organizations, so take time to 
reach out and join! 


Letter to the editor: My Problem with Turning 


By SAM RIX 


In the past few weeks since 
Biden became president, there 
has been a lot of controversy 
and discussion concerning the 
COVID-19 vaccine and the 
Southern Border crisis. 

After these events, I have seen 
only a few proposals to control 
the border crisis; Representative 
Marjorie Taylor-Greene pro- 
posed a bill that would impose 
a 4-year moratorium on immi- 
gration, as well as finishing the 
construction of the border wall. 

While all this has been going 
on, I have not heard a single 
thing from conservative activist 


groups, particularly Turning 
Point USA, or TPUSA for short. 

I once supported TPUSA and 
its founder, Charlie Kirk, at one 
point in my life. 

I believed that they were the 
catalyst and leader of the con- 
servative movement, and many 
others believed in what they 
believed: free markets, limited 
government, and individuality. 

I practically worshipped them 
once. But other events, such as 
my introduction to paleoconser- 
vatism and traditional conser- 
vative thinking, changed my 
view on TPUSA, and went so-far 


that I oppose the messages they 
espouse. 

My issue with TPUSA is that 
they are not conservative. 

They don't seek to preserve 
tradition and maintain order but 
wish to see our country become 
only an economy, with no em- 
phasis on American history, he- 
roes, or culture TPUSA believes 
in unlimited legal immigration, 
but they do not take into account 
the economic, cultural, political, 
and demographic consequences 
that mass immigration has on 
our economy, politics, culture, 
and way of life in America. 

They believe in free-market 





capitalism, but they don’t care 
what happens to the workers of 
a transnational corporation that 
gets rich from exploiting the 
workers by doing cheap labor 

so that the big businesses make 
trillions while the workers make 
nothing. 

TPUSA doesn't care about 
America’ culture and its people, 
with Charlie Kirk once stating 
that “America is just a placehold- 
er for timeless ideas.” 

Now, the University of Mon- 
tevallo has a TPUSA chapter; I 
saw someone last month carrying 
a sign that said, “Kiss me. [ma 
capitalist.” 


There's always a seat that can 
be filled in Senate or a position to 
run for in the Executive Cabinet. 
I hope we all move forward into 
what comes next for each of us 
with full hearts and that fighting 
Falcon spirit that we all know 
and love. 


Best wishes, 
Natalie Seavers 
SGA Vice President 


Point USA 


It made me very upset to see 
that generation-Z conserva- 
tives look up to people like Ben 
Shapiro and Charlie Kirk, who 
don't care about what happens to 
America, so long as GDP is high, 
taxes are low, government is al- 
most non-existent, and America 
is fighting wars for other coun- 
tries. 


alabamian@montevallo.edu 


News 
Update: City to build a hotel 


By CADY INABINETT, City beat reporter 








Questions were raised at a 
recent council meeting about the 
progress made on a hotel devel- 
opment project passed by the 
previous Montevallo city council. 

The project, which was 
approved last August, has rarely 
been mentioned by the current 
city council, and has very little 
information publicly available 
online. 

The hotel project was ap- 
proved through the Victory 
Through Accessibility project 
package passed by the city coun- 
cil on Aug. 10. 

The package included plans to 
renovate the former Victory Auto 
and Collision Center in order to 
house a tenant—currently slated 
to be Interstellar Ginger Beer and 
Exploration Company, and plans 
to construct a storm shelter in 
addition to the hotel project. 

However, while progress has 
been made on both of the Victory 


and storm shelter projects, there 
has been notably less progress 
made on the hotel. 

At the city council meeting 
on Feb. 22, Montevallo citizen 
C.P. Pierson requested an update 
on the hotel project and sug- 
gested that the council provides 
a monthly update, and he said 
people who visit Montevallo, 
“need places to sleep, and I feel 
we shouldn't be sending people 
to Alabaster, Calera, Pelham and 
Birmingham to sleep when we 
can finish this particular project 
and have a place for people to 
stay here.” 

The city council made no 
comment on the project at this 
meeting or at any meeting since. 

However, when reached for 
comment, Mayor Rusty Nix was 
able to share some information 
about the city’s plans for the 
project. 

Nix said that hotel chain, Cob- 


blestone Hotels, has presented a 
package, and would be the hotel 
developer, meaning they would 
construct and manage the hotel. 

The exact location is still un- 
certain though, with Nix saying 
the city is currently looking at a 
site located near the softball field 
and a site located behind the 
Victory building. 

However, there are hang-ups 
with both of these potential 
locations. 

The city does not currently 
own land near the softball field, 
and Nix said the current price for 
the site is about $200,000 more 
than the appraised value. He said 
he was hoping to “find another 
investor” to purchase that land. 

As for the site behind the 
Victory building, Nix said it is 
currently divided into “three 
or four” development parcels. 
The city would need to get these 
parcels condensed back into one 


before a hotel could be built on 
that site. 

Nix also commented on how 
successful a hotel in Montevallo 
might be. 

He said over the past 25 years, 
there have been three different 
studies conducted on if Mon- 
tevallo would be able to sustain 
a hotel. 

Two of these studies said 
that it would be feasible, while 
one did not. Nix also said that 
the most recent study that was 
conducted concluded that if a 55 
room hotel were built, an average 
of 37 rooms would be occupied 
per night. 

Though, he also added he felt 
that these numbers are “a little 
inflated? and that occupancy 
would be more variable. 

None of these studies are 
currently available online. 

It will take a while for a 
hotel in Montevallo to become 


Sims House restoration (cont.) 


Eisenberg’s argument mostly 
focused on the fact that the city 
would receive “no tax revenue 
from this venture,’ as the city 
does not currently receive funds 
from the University. 

These two objections to the 
funding of the Sims House 
project led to a larger discussion 
at the March 8 meeting about 
how MDCD approves funding 
for projects, with Mayor Rusty 
Nix saying at the meeting that 
MDCD does not have to seek ap- 
proval from the council in order 
to enter a project. 

Nix suggested that the council 
could “get with our legal coun- 
sel” to determine how to change 
the approval project for MDCD 
projects. 


Several other council mem- 
bers spoke in favor of chang- 
ing the approval process, with 
member Sonya Swords saying she 
believes there should be “there 
should be some checks and bal- 
ances put in place” and member 
David King saying he believes 
that the council should “have 
some influence on how that tax 
revenue is spent.” 

Changing the approval 
process would not stop the Sims 
House project from moving 
forward. 

Following comments made at 
this meeting, City Representative 
to MDCD, Denise Woodham 
resigned. 

Ina letter to the city council, 
Woodham said that the council 


ied 


By WESLEY HYDE, Digital media manager 


The March 31 SGA meeting 
held a report from the College 
Night Committee. 

The representative said they 
discussed an adjustment to the 
leadership positions for the 
College Night sides primarily 
removing the gendered tags from 
the positions though still main- 
taining two positions per side. 

The representative from the 
Student Publications Commit- 
tee said that applications for the 
editor of the Montage were made 
available. 

A new resolution was shared: 
Resolution 2021 r-004 Estab- 
lishment of Opening the Group 
Study Rooms in Carmicheal 
Library. 

As the name implies the reso- 
lution is targeting an increase in 
the group study facilities to allow 
students to gather, and better 
access to hand sanitizer in these 
facilities. 

Though acknowledging the 
University’s return to normal 
classes in the fall, Jonathan Loria, 
who was presenting the resolu- 
tion clarified this was intended 
to benefit students during the 
current semester. The resolution 
passed unanimously. 

President John W. Stewart 
III attended the April 7 meeting 
with the primary focus being the 
concerns with the spring com- 
mencement speaker State Rep. 
Bill Poole. 

The biggest concern brought 
up was that of multiple bills Rep. 
Poole has signed in the past 


which held restrictions on abor- 
tion and the ability of trans youth 
to participate in sports on teams 
of their gender identity. 

Concerns of discriminatory 
behaviors from Poole and pos- 
sible estrangement of some who 
may be graduating were brought 
up by some in SGA. 

Stewart went on to vouch for 
Rep. Poole from their personal 
dealings and agreed to possibly 
hold a talk between students and 
Rep. Poole on these issues. 

Another one of the main 
points brought up was that a lack 
of student input led to the selec- 
tion of the speaker. 

Stewart said that one of the 
main aspects that brought Rep. 
Poole in mind was the need to 
have speakers of varying perspec- 
tives. 

Stewart said that they still 
planned on having Rep. Poole 
speak at commencement and 
did not want to set a standard 
of uninviting speakers who may 
hold differing but non-extreme 
rhetoric. 

He followed this up by saying 
that in the future they would be 
looking to work with students 
while looking for potential 
speakers. 

The meeting continued as 
usual after Stewart left the Zoom 
call. 

Two pieces of legislation were 
then presented. The first was bill 
2021-B-002 Allocation of Funds 
to Non-Profit Studies 420 for 
Community events. This is for 


“made many incorrect state- 
ments” about MDCD and that 
she was “offended both by the 
tone and what felt to be a person- 
al attack on me” 

Woodham also went on to 
say that she “reached out to the 
Mayor and each council mem- 
ber, repeatedly, regarding all of 
the operations of MDCD, most 
recently regarding the funding 
of the Sims House,’ but, “never 
had the courtesy of a single reply, 
with the exception of Kenny 
Dukes.” 


At the March 22 council 
meeting, the council appoint- 
ed council member Swords to 
replace Woodham as the city 
representative to MDCD. 

When asked to comment on 


an event called the Warrior Chal- 
lenge planned by the class. The 
funds totaling in $500 would be 
allocated for supplies for the run 
such as water bottles and shirts. 
The bill was passed unanimously. 

The second piece of legisla- 
tion was Resolution 2021-R-005 
Recommending the Formation 
of a Graduation Keynote Speaker 
Selection Committee. 

This resolution suggested 
forming a committee comprising 
of the SGA president, student 
trustee and other unspecified 
student leadership roles to help 
recommend future keynote 
speakers for selection the bill was 
tabled for the next week. 
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the current relationship between 
the city council and MDCD, 
Swords said, “I feel that the 
MDCD is a great organization 
who have assisted with and 
completed a number of import- 
ant projects throughout the City 
of Montevallo. They have been 
instrumental in forming relation- 
ships across the city, county and 
university to complete projects 
together.” 

She added that, “While the 
MDCD members have always 
worked well with city repre- 
sentatives it seems that council 
approval should be added to the 
mix. We hope to continue with 
the positive momentum that has 
already been created.” 
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a reality, with Nix predicting 
that the project could take “nine 
months to a year” to complete, 
saying “there's a lot more to it” 
than what is seen at city council 
meetings. 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, 
Managing editor 


School named after KKK 
Grand Wizard renamed after 
Hank Aaron 

Originally named after Na- 
than Bedford Forrest, a con- 
federate general and the first 
Grand Wizard of the infamous 
Ku Klux Klan, Atlanta public 
school Forrest Hill Academy 
will be renamed Hank Aaron 
New Beginnings Academy, 
in honor of baseball hall of 
famer, Hank Aaron. 

According to the New York 
Times, there was a unanimous 
vote made by the city school 
board on April 12 to change 
the name. 

Aaron died in January, and 
normally there is a policy re- 
quiring five year waiting peri- 
od after death before a school 
building can be renamed after 
them, but this can be waived 
by a unanimous vote by the 
board. 

“Names do matter, said Ja- 
son F. Esteves, Atlanta’s school 
board chairman, at the board 
meeting. 

The renaming of the school 
will take place this year. 


Canal blocking container 
ship seized by Egypt 

On March 23, the container 
ship, Ever Given, ran aground 
on the bank of the Suez Canal 
and remained stuck there until 
March 29, costing billions of 
dollars in world commerce 
each day. 

Now the ship is once 
again stuck, but this time by 
Egyptian Authorities, over the 
owner's failure to pay $900 
million in compensation for 
financial losses caused by the 
blockage. 

As of April 13, 25 crew 
members, all Indian nation- 
als, have remained trapped 
aboard, according to the 
Washington Post. 

The national Union of 
Seafarers in India has stated 
that keeping the crew confined 
to the ship amounts to holding 
them for ransom. 

The union's general secre- 
tary, Abdulgani Serang, told 
the Times of India that, “If 
the SCA has suffered losses, 
they can sort it out with those 
involved with the ship but that 
cannot haul up seafarers in 
any manner.’ 

Shoei Kisen Kaisha, the 
Japanese holding company 
that owns the Ever Given, told 
the Wall Street Journal that it 
was in negotiations with Suez 
Authorities. 
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E3 date and contributors announced 


By NOAH WORTHANM,, Top lifestyles reporter 


The gaming industry’s annual 
Electronic Entertainment Expo 
is returning in 2021 after the 
cancellation of 2020's events due 
to COVID-19. 

E3 typically displays upcom- 
ing titles by various publishers 
through press conferences and 
demos at a physical event along- 
side coverage through online 
livestreams. However, this year’s 
event, starting on June 12, will be 
digital only. 

“We are evolving this year’s E3 
into a more inclusive event,’ said 
Stanley Pierre-Louis, President 
and CEO of the Entertainment 
Software Association, in an an- 
nouncement on April 6. 

E3 “will still look to excite 
the fans with major reveals and 
insider opportunities that make 


this event the indispensable cen- 
ter stage for video games.” 

Those interested do not have 
to worry about a ticket price as 
Stanley Pierre-Louis explained 
that the “ESA will be working 
with media partners globally 
to help amplify and make this 
content available to everyone for 
free? 

The ESAs announcement also 
included the details of several 
publishers that will contributing 
toward E3 this year such as Nin- 
tendo, Xbox, Capcom, Konami, 
Ubisoft, Take-Two Interactive, 
Warner Bros. Games and Koch 
Media. 

Phil Spencer, the executive 
vice president of gaming at Mic- 
rosoft, tweeted about E3 and said 
that he was “glad to see the game 


industry coming together again 
in June for a digital E3. This and 
other summer events are proof 
that our industry is strongest 
when we work together. Looking 
forward to sharing what we have 
in store this summer.” 

As for speculation on their 
possible upcoming announce- 
ments, perhaps there could be 
an Official release date for the 
delayed “Halo Infinite” or an- 
nouncements from their recently 
acquired studios underneath 
Bethesda Softworks. 

Doug Bowser, president of 
Nintendo of America, also tweet- 
ed about the event and said “Tt’s 
going to be great to get the video 
game industry back together with 
our fans this June. Well make the 
virtual format fun and engaging. 


Looking forward to seeing you all 
in June!” 

Fans can speculate as they 
await further announcements, es- 
pecially since this year marks the 
35th anniversary of “The Legend 
of Zelda” and currently the only 
announced game to celebrate 
this milestone is “The Legend of 
Zelda: Skyward Sword HD” for 
the Nintendo Switch. There is 
also the upcoming sequel to “The 
Legend of Zelda: Breath of the 
Wild, which does not yet have a 
release date. 

According to a statement the 
ESA delivered to TechRadar, 
“Sony does not plan to partic- 
ipate in E3” The company has 
moved away from the annualized 
event lately and has instead been 
producing its own “State of Play” 


presentations for their PlaySta- 
tion console line. It will be up to 
Sony themselves to potentially 
reveal more information for their 
upcoming titles for the Play- 
Station 5 like “Horizon Forbid- 
den West” and “God of War: 
Ragnarok.” 

Despite its legacy and initial 
lineup, E3 will have of compe- 
tition this summer as last year’s 
digital event “Summer Game 
Fest” will also be returning in 
June with its own slew of gaming 
announcements. “Summer Game 
Fest” established itself last year in 
the absence of E3 and was hosted 
by Geoff Keighley of “The Game 
Awards.” 


CROSSWORD: First time jobs 


By ANNAPRENZIE KOCSIS 


DOWN 
1. Tally all the runs. 


2. “Keep all hands and feet 
inside the car at all times.” 


3. “Fore!” 


4. “How may I direct your 
call?” 


wound L was 
SHOOK SPEARE BY 


SABEWLA TUELAR 


SHAKESPEARE 
WAS owE mani 


5. Time to feed the animals. 


6. Send in the clowns. 


7. The golden arches 


10. Go get the leash, and 
maybe a harness. 











\ THINe 17 


WAS MANY 
Peorre ' 


13. Stocking the quiet 
shelves. 


18. Helping others learn 


ACROSS 


8. Making a yard look 
pretty. 


9. Don't forget the sun- 
screen! 


11. Campfire sing-a-longs 


12. Clearing the water 


14. Your last contact ina 
retail establishment 


15. Wet tongues and sharp 
claws is what you'll be deal- 
ing with. 


16. You need to fulfill the 
orders. 


17. Hope you like kids! 






SHAKESPE Qe ¢ 
WAS THE FRigMps 
WE MAPE ALONG 
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By MAKAYLA MONTGOMERY 


Aries: You're on the up 
and up, Aries. The fog is 
lifting, slowly but surely. 
Bask in this rare moment of 
clarity. 


Taurus: You need to 
cleanse, Taurus. Brace 
yourself for discordance, 


but don’t completely hun- 
ker down. Rest under the 
nearest tree. 


Gemini: You prefer to 
work with others, but this 
week may be lonely. Don't 
succumb to groupthink, 
Gemini. Work alone. 


Cancer: Stay focused, 
Cancer. You are not being 
taken for granted and your 
efforts are appreciated. The 
finish line is nearing. 


Leo: Relax, Leo. You can- 
not have a hand in every- 
thing. Those around you 


have more capability than 
you realize. Reach out. 


Virgo: Opportunities are 
making their way to you, 
Virgo. Don't be afraid to 
go outside of your comfort 
zone. Say yes. 


Libra: A helping hand is 
nice to have, but do not 
come to expect them. You 
can't trust everyone. Keep 
trailblazing. 


Scorpio: You've beena 
busy bee, Scorpio. Don’t be 


afraid to take a day to your- 


self. Listen to your body. 


Sagittarius: Boredom is 
not always bad, Sagittarius. 


We know you want excite- 
ment, but don’t exhaust 
yourself. Stay home for a 
change of scenery. 


Artist Spotlight: Zee Zilinkski 


By HANNAH IRVIN, Copy editor 


As a disabled, nonbinary, 
adopted Korean-American artist, 
Zee Zelinksi has always had a 
unique perspective on life. 

They have been writing poetry 
as long as they can remember 
and have been creating art since 
2014. 

They said they had a “rough 
time in high school” and needed 
“an outlet bigger than writing, 
something that allowed [them] to 
see the intangible” They turned 
to painting, setting up shop in 
their parents’ family room and 
getting to work. 

Despite having no formal art 
training beyond some basic art 
classes in high school, Zelinski 
has created some incredible piec- 
es, addressing issues like mental 
illness and racism. 

When describing their 
creative process, they said, “It 
depends on the purpose of the 
piece, but it usually begins with 
a feeling. I tend to create pieces 
in response to events and things 
Iam currently going through or 
observing.” 

They continued to explain 
that they pick a medium after 
establishing that there's enough 
emotional significance to warrant 
their time and energy. That 


Spotlight: UM’s literary magazine “The Tower 


medium is usually whichever is 
nearest to them at the moment in 
order to streamline the process. 
Sometimes they turn on music; 
sometimes they work in silence. 
It can take a few hours or a few 
days to get a piece just right. 

When it comes to experienc- 
ing racism and addressing recent 
acts of violence through art, 
Zelinski describes their perspec- 
tive as “zoomed in on one aspect 
of...grief” and sometimes unable 
to “see other...ways in which my 
identity intertwines with these 
stories... You can use big words 
and arguments to get your point 
across but it doesn't help you to 
see the experience of being.” 

They went on to say that mak- 
ing feelings out of ideas is less 
intimidating because they know 
how to turn feelings into lines, 
shapes, and color in “a way that 
makes sense.” 

Art is a non-judgmental way 
to express oneself and Zelinksi 
describes that as “the biggest 
grace art allows.” They begin cre- 
ation with an idea of what's going 
on, but finish the piece with a 
much greater understanding. 

As an Asian-American, 
specifically a Korean adoptee, 
Zelinski has come face-to-face 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 


Ongoing since 1932, “The 
Tower” is the University of 
Montevallo’s annually published 
literary and arts magazine that 
is made of student contributions 
and put together by student staff. 

The university's website de- 
scribes the publication as “filled 
with creative works by student 
artists, poets, photographers, 
creative writers, and music 
composers, it celebrates the ways 
students express themselves.” 

The current members of the 
publication are Editor Ethan Cole 
and Graphic Designer Deidre 
Darby. 

Cole had much to say as it 
relates to “The Tower” and its 
relevance to himself and the 
university. 

Cole believes that “The Tower” 
and literary magazines in general 
are important because “they are 
designed elevate and amplify the 
voices of young people’ 

They serve as “a tool for devel- 
oping writers and artists” and as 
“almost like a Microcosm of the 
Commercial Marketplace.” 

Cole explained that the publi- 
cation is essentially a “low-stakes 
venue for students to workshop 
material; to determine which 
pieces work and which dort? 

Getting involved in “The Tow- 
er” also “provides a small amount 
of exposure for its participants, 
and by being involved, partici- 
pants become familiar with one 
another,’ Cole thought that this 


“js an important aspect of net- 
working” and a “resume builder” 
Cole became editor of “The 
Tower” on Jan. 27 after the previ- 

ous editor resigned. 

He “got involved with the 
Tower because growing up, there 
was a local high school that had 
(sic) an excellent literary maga- 
zine. They had an awesome bi- 
annual publication and... social 
mixer...events that functioned as 
fundraisers.” 

Cole “thought that was really 
cool and wanted to be involved” 
but he “went to a different 
high-school, where there was no 
literary magazine. 

“Tm inspired to keep working 
on the Tower because I see all of 
the talented student artists and 
writers who are in classes with 
me. I find a lot of their work 
really exciting and inspiring,” 
explained Cole. “They all have 
such intelligent things to say and 
are finding really interesting ways 
of saying those things.” 

Although the publication has 
got this year’s anthology togeth- 
er, they still have plans “for the 
remainder of the year.” 

They are planning on an event 
for the purpose of “showcasing 
all of the awesome artists and 
Writers” who have “made this 
year’s Anthology so Distinctive.” 
‘The event, set to be around April 
16, is also where they plan to an- 
nounce the winners of a contest. 

Soon “The Tower” also plans 


with racism in their predomi- 
nantly-white, southern-Arizona 
community and white household. 

They explained the “absence 
of Asian culture” leads to an 
“erasure of...cultural identity and 
loss of....self? 

Growing up, the Asian-Amer- 
ican Pacific Islander (AAPI) pop- 
ulation in their city was 0.003%, 
yet their proximity to whiteness 
never shielded them from preju- 
dices and racism. 

Being in-between the two cul- 
tures allowed Zelinksi to analyze 
them both objectively, leading 
to questions about identity and 
belonging. 

Stereotypes about Asians, 
particularly ones regarding sub- 
mission and the model minority, 
lead to many Asian-Americans 
believing they are unwanted. 

Zelinski said, “When you 
grow up hearing that your 
voice does not matter, that your 
ethnicity, heritage, and race do 
not matter, to go back to where 
you came from, you eventually 
internalize that and silence your 
own voice.” 

Despite these messages, 
Zelinski is fighting for the right 
to be heard and creating art that 
personifies the experiences of 


to provide a revamped website 
where they will display pieces of 
artwork and creative writing. 

“The Tower” accepts sub- 
missions year-round and Cole 
encouraged students to send in 
their submission “if you ever 
have doubt about whether or not 
your submission was received.” 

“The Tower” typically aims to 
have a digital release early during 
the fall. 

They accept all types of 
creative writing and all types of 
artwork with 2-D and analog art 
working best but they are “open 
to new ideas.” 


SUBSCRIBE 


to our newsletter 


many Asian-Americans. 


Citing contemporary, ground- 


breaking artists like Christine 
Sun Kim and Chella Man as 


inspiration, Zelinski continues to 


create art and look to the future. 
“T make art for myself, first and 


Capricorn: Miscom- 
munication is nothing to 
fear, Capricorn. Things can’t 
always run smoothly. Leave 
room for error. 


Aquarius: You've been 
quite the social butterfly, 
Aquarius. Everyone won't 
be your friend, but don't let 
that hinder you. Dance a 
little. 


Pisces: Keep yourself 
in check, Pisces. You can't 
always have it all. Don’t 
exhaust your resources. 


foremost,’ they said. “But...I want 
to at least use my art as a force 
for good” 





Art piece by Zilinski, courtesy of their Instagram @zeezilinksi. 





Hosted by Wesley Hyde 


with Zoe Hall and Noah Wortham 
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Student athlete spotlight: 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 


Alyssa Williams has been 
playing basketball for nearly 
16 years, but to her, it’s more 
than just a sport, it’s a “source of 
release.” More than that, basket- 
ball has also helped shape her as 
a leader. 

Junior double major in histo- 
ry and communication studies 
with a minor in philosophy, Wil- 
liams is a part of the Montevallo 
women’s basketball team and is 
an active student on campus. 

With the end of UM’s bas- 
ketball historic season, Williams 
talked about her time at Mon- 
tevallo. 

“Basketball made me into 
a more compassionate person 
I feel because I was always 
thinking about ways to help my 
teammates shine and be their 
best person on the floor,” said 
Williams. 

As a rising senior, Williams 
always stresses the importance of 
teamwork. 

She said, “We want to win, 
obviously, but most importantly, 
we want to have a good team. 
Teamwork is a big part of UM 
basketball and if we continue 
to work together on and off the 
court as we always have, then 
success is sure to follow.” 

She added, “At this point, I 
can't wait for us to come back 
next season and show everyone 
that this year wasnt a fluke - this 
year was the blueprint for the fu- 
ture of UM women’ basketball” 

Although Williams is an ath- 
lete, she is a student first. 

When not playing basketball, 
she balances her time between 
her hobbies, being president 
for Montevallo’s Fellowship of 








Christian Athletes, co-director 
for the Montevallo Catholic 
Campus Ministry, peer tutor at 
the Learning Enrichment Center 
and member of multiple honor 
societies. 

“As you might imagine, it is 
a balancing act. Time manage- 
ment is a huge part of my life, 
but I love everything I get to do. 
I have a huge heart for service, 
and I’m glad to be able to serve 
in so many areas of my life,” said 
Williams. 

Although her schedule is busy, 
she said her most challenging 
time at Montevallo was when she 
first arrived. 

“T felt incredibly lonely at 
first, and I struggled with that 
a lot. Thankfully, I was given a 
team and other friends that have 
turned Montevallo into my home 
away from home.” 

When thinking about why she 
chose Montevallo, “I put a lot of 
thought into where I wanted to 
spend the next years of my life, 
and a good deal of that...was in 
prayer. I came to tour Monteval- 
lo, and every bone in my body 
was screaming ‘yes!’ at me”” 

Some of Williams's favorite 
parts of campus are the people. 
She said, “The faculty, staff and 
students give a life to Montevallo 
that is unlike any other place I’ve 
ever been. They make it a joy 
to be here, and they affirm my 
decision every day.” 

Many of her favorite moments 
happen when she’s spending time 
with her teammates off of the 
court. One of her favorite memo- 
ries while at Montevallo was on a 
bus ride from an away game. 

“We were all going a little stir 
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Alyssa Williams 


Alyssa Williams. Photo courtesy of University Marketing and 


Communications. 


crazy, and so we decided to do 
some singing together on the bus. 
Very few of us have any musi- 

cal talent but singing with my 
friends is a memory I will cherish 
forever.” 

After college, Williams plans 
to pursue a graduate program 
and PhD in theology. 

She said, “As of right now, my 
plan is to teach theology. I would 
be willing to teach any age group, 
but I am particularly interested in 
teaching high school and possibly 


coaching girls’ basketball while 
there” 

She continued, “I also aspire 
to marry and be a mom - I feel 
that all of these things are part of 
God’s plan for me? 

For now, Williams plans to 
continue playing basketball for 
the University and continue 
serving the community on and 
off-campus. 
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It’s your right. 
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The Purple and Gold in Black and White 


University responds to concerns over 
commencement speaker 


By SARAH CLAYTON 





It was announced on March 
31 via email that Alabama Rep- 
resentative William “Bill” Poole 
would be delivering the keynote 
address at the two in-person 
graduation ceremonies on May 
8 as well as receiving a reward 
at the ceremonies. Shortly after 
the announcement, Montevallo 
student Jessica Thrasher creat- 


ed a petition on Change.org in 
protest against Poole speaking at 
graduation. 

“When I got the email that 
graduation was rescheduled, I 
was elated. I saw Bill Poole listed 
as speaker and I wondered who 
he was. After the year of COVID 
and social unrest, I wanted to 
hear from someone who would 


speak to us about overcoming 
these challenges and reconcili- 
ating (sic) societal divisiveness. 
What I learned about Poole im- 
mediately discouraged that idea? 
said Thrasher. 

Within the petition Thrasher 
wrote a statement about how the 
student body has experienced the 
biggest racial social justice move- 


ment in a decade, beginning with 
the death of George Floyd back 
in May 2020. Bill Poole voted for 
HB 445 which was introduced 
on March 18 and is now heading 
to the House of Representatives. 
Opponents of the bill, which 
would expand the definition of 
rioting, say that it is meant to 
restrict the right to protest. 
From hearing about what 
Representative Poole voted 
against that was when Thrasher 
started questioning. “I wondered 
if other students were upset too. 
I knew that our student body 
did not agree with most of his 
choices. I've worked with other 
students at the Statehouse on 
some of the same bills that I 
highlighted from Poole’s voting 
history.’ Thrasher went on to say 
that Montevallo is a haven for 
students of color and LGBTQ+ 
students. That was when she de- 
cided to make the petition, “So, I 
made the petition to try to show 
UM that many students were 
also upset about this choice. We 
would rather not invite someone 
who has directly denied health- 


Continued on page 4 


UM holds open discussion after 
Chauvin trial verdict 


By CADY INABINETT, City beat reporter 


On April 20, former Minneap- 
olis police officer Derek Chauvin 
was found guilty of all three 
charges he faced for the death of 
George Floyd—a Black man who 
was killed while being arrested by 
Chauvin and three other Min- 
neapolis police officers in May 
2020. 

The university hosted an open 
discussion on April 20 regarding 
the verdict from the Chauvin 
trial. 

The discussion, which was 
moderated by the University’s Di- 
versity Recruitment and Reten- 
tion Coordinator, Jason Perry, as 
well as the University’s Chief of 
Police, Tim Alexander, aimed to, 
“give students an opportunity to 
engage in open, honest dialogue 
regarding the current climate in 
our nation.” 

University President, Dr. John 
Stewart, opened the discussion 
by acknowledging “just how very 
anxious” some students have 
been about the verdict of the 
trial. Stewart went on to say that 
he was, “happy and relieved that 
justice was done in this case.” 

Alexander addressed the 
group before the discussion 
began. 

He spoke on his role and 
perspective as a police officer, 
saying, “We in law enforcement 
feel some type of way about this 
because this is not what we want 
to portray,’ and that he believed 
that the outcome of the trial was, 
“a small victory.” 

He went on to say that he 
wanted to participate in this 
conversation because he wanted 
to, “engage on any platform I can 
to show that we are here to serve 
you.” 

Perry opened the discussion 
by asking the students in atten- 
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Derek Chauvin at trial. 


dance to describe how they have 
been feeling over the past year 
and while awaiting the verdict of 
Chauvir’s trial. Many students 
described themselves as “numb” 
or “restless,” while others said 
they have felt “hopeful” 

Perry then shifted the con- 
versation onto how to deal with 
these emotions. Director of 
Counseling Services Josh Miller 
suggested that students should 
view their feelings as, “real and 
legitimate,” and encouraged 
students to reach out and discuss 
their feelings with someone they 
trust. 

Perry went on to encourage 
students to, “develop systems 
of care; saying, “we don’t want 
you to continue to carry those 
emotions.” 

Alexander discussed the 
conflict he’s felt as Black man 
and a police officer. He shared a 
story of his 12-year-old daughter 
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being upset by the Chauvin trial 
and asking him to quit his job be- 
cause of police brutality towards 
Black people. 

He went on to say that he 
believes he has the power to 
provide positive change to the 
system through his role as an 
officer, saying, “I chose to be a 
part of the solution” 

One student asked Alexander 
how police officers with prior 
records of brutality, such as 
Chauvin, are able to continue to 
work in law enforcement. 

Alexander pointed out that, 
when a police officer resigns 
instead of being fired by a 
department, they are able to 
apply to work at other police 
departments. He spoke against 
this practice saying, “Instead of 
getting the bad apples out of the 
profession, they’re allowed to go 
somewhere else, which is bad” 

Alexander said Alabama now 
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requires that applicants to pass 

a psychological evaluation in 
order to be accepted to the police 
academy. This only became a 
requirement in November 2020; 
prior to that, applicants were 
only required to have high school 
diploma or GED. 

The conversation also ad- 
dressed how the university’s 
counseling department is 
prepared to address the specific 
mental health need of students 
of color. 

Miller explained that counsel- 
ing services does, “over 20 hours 
of continuing education every 
year,’ and have been focusing on 
how they can “remove barriers” 
for students of color. Addition- 
ally, he said that the department 
has been “building relationship 
with HBCUs with counseling 
programs” in order to bring 
interns from those programs to 
work at Montevallo. 
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Mr. and Ms. 
Montevallo 
start Campus 
Impact Fund 


By HANNAH IRVIN, 
Copy editor 


On April 13, Jonathan 
Everheart and Peri McCoy an- 
nounced the Mr. and Ms. Mon- 
tevallo Campus Impact Fund, 

a fundraiser benefiting the Big 
Event and the UM Food Pantry. 

Funds donated will go directly 
into the designated organization's 
account so it can be accessed 
when needed. 

Everheart described the moti- 
vation behind the fund as a desire 
to “leave an impact of communi- 
ty on this campus by helping col- 
lect resources for those who need 
it and make it more accessible for 
those people” 

“T have always thought the 
title of Mr. and Miss Montevallo 
should be a position where you 
give back to the community,” 
McCoy said. “So, when I won, I 
wanted to find a way to give back 
but was not sure how.” 

She and Everheart decided 
to create the fund after seeing 
other schools giving back to their 
community in the form of mental 
health awareness. 

McCoy explained why she and 
Everheart chose the Food Pantry 
and Big Event, saying, “We know 
that the Food Pantry helps so 
many of our peers throughout 
the school year and after this past 
year, students have needed fi- 
nancial and food assistance more 
than ever. The Big Event is also a 
way to engage the campus with 
the community which is some- 
thing we both find important for 
the city.” 

McCoy and Everheart would 
like to see more than one “Big 
Event” in coming years, reaching 
even more people in the commu- 
nity because of the fund. 

In the future, McCoy and 
Everheart hope to see future Mr. 
and Ms. Montevallo winners 
continue the legacy of campus 
impact, even if they choose 
different organizations to donate 
towards. 

McCoy and Everheart empha- 
sized their hope that fellow stu- 
dents will understand that their 
time on campus is an opportu- 
nity to improve the university 
and town, as well as enjoying the 
college experience. 

“We want people to know 
that this is a way to benefit the 
students,” Everheart said. “But 
it’s also a way to give back to our 
community that has given us 
support and love during our time 
at the University,” 
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from the 


EDITO 


Dear readers, 


This is the last issue of this 
academic year, and so I would 
like to take my last letter from 
the editor to thank our readers 
and my staff of writers and edi- 
tors, adviser and professors who 
put faith in me to do this job. I 
had no idea if I could do this job, 
but knowing that I had so many 
in my corner helped me remain 


confident in times of stress. 

Being editor in chief this 
year had its challenges between 
the restrictions of COVID-19 
and the unpredictability of the 
field, but I wouldn't trade it for 
anything. I have gone through 
so much growth in this position 
and within this publication, and 
I will always call The Alabamian 
my home. 

Id like to applaud next year’s 


LE TER 


editors in chief of the student 
publications as well, including 
my current right-hand, Harrison 
Neville, who has worked so dili- 
gently the past three years. I am 
so proud of all the work he has 
done for the publication, through 
his reporting, through his work 
on the podcast and the business 
team, through his leadership as 
managing editor. I couldn't have 
done any of it without him. 


Regardless, I will still have 
another year on these bricks to 
spend doing what I love most - 
writing. As I’ve been an editor 
for the last two years, I haven't 
been able to write as much as I 
would’ve liked. I want to take ev- 
ery opportunity I can to do what 
I came to Montevallo to do - be 
a reporter. 

Even though this is the last is- 
sue of the semester, it is so worth 
the read. There are constantly 
things going on in Montevallo, 
both on campus and off. 

In this issue, you can read all 
about the theatre department's 
production of “Company, a 
statement on this year’s com- 
mencement speaker, a recap of 
UM's lacrosse team’s seasons and 
more. 

‘These are good pages, and I 
tip my hat to you readers, and the 
next editor in chief, who I'm sure 
will give you quality issues of our 
paper. 


Sincerely, 
Zoe Hall 
Editor in chief 


Letter to the editor: The Law is Clear—lIvey’s Prison Plan is Illegal 





Kay Ivey at her desk. Photo courtesy of Governor's office. 


In 2014, the French gov- 
ernment decided to overhaul 
its public transit system. They 
doled out $20 billion on 1,860 
new express trains. The plan was 
reviewed by government offi- 
cials, transit experts, and railway 
operators alike. But when the 
trains arrived, there was a small 
problem—they didn't fit on the 
tracks. 

What does this have to do 
with Governor Ivey’s mega-pris- 
on plan? Sometimes, even when 
the stakes are high, people miss 
the obvious. 

On February Ist, Governor 
Kay Ivey announced shed signed 
the contracts to pay private 
prison company CoreCivic 
more than $2 billion to build 
two mega-prisons in Alabama 
and lease them back to us. She 
and her team have argued that 
these new facilities will solve our 
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overcrowding problem. Crit- 

ics disagree, and argue that $2 
billion dollars is too much to ask 
the taxpayers of Alabama to pay 
in rent. 

Whether or not you think 
Ivey’s plan is good for our state, 
there’s a bigger problem—it’s 
illegal. 

You read that right. In order 
to build new prisons, Ivey’s team 
is breaking the law. The irony 
shouldn't be lost on anyone. 

Section 14-1-1.2 of the Code 
of Alabama was amended in 
1999 to “require the consent of 
the Legislature before a penal 
institution is leased, transferred, 
or placed under the management 
of a nongovernmental entity.” 

Ivey and her team were willing 
to pay a corporation three times 
what it would have cost to build 
the same prisons ourselves. Ivey 
and her team were willing to do 





iam cat-teiteleleliilts ls Martial 


this without the input of the tax- 
payers or a vote in the legislature. 
What Ivey and her team weren't 
willing to do, apparently, was 
read their own laws. That, or they 
think we're all morons. 

Alabama law explicitly re- 
quires the consent of the legis- 
lature before the Department of 
Corrections enters into a lease. 
The law does not specify whether 
it bars us from leasing a prison 
to a corporation or a corpora- 
tion leasing a prison to us. It 
simply says a prison may not be 
leased without first obtaining the 
consent of the legislature—some- 
thing Governor Ivey hasn't even 
attempted to do. 

According to State Auditor, 
Jim Zeigler, “They missed the 
obvious and I’m not surprised. I 
don't know whether they misread 
it or ignored it, but it’s right there. 
Ivey’s plan is flat-out illegal” It 






may seem unlikely. How could 
our Governor, her team, and 
Alabama lawyers push forward a 
$2 billion plan without following 
the law? Well, France spent $20 
billion on trains that didn't fit the 
tracks. 


David Zell is a graduate 
student at The University of Ala- 
bama, a University Fellow, and a 
member of the school’s Blackburn 
Institute. He is the co-founder of 
Alabama Students Against Pris- 
ons and a policy research intern at 
the Alabama Appleseed Center for 
Law and Justice. 
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Women’s lacrosse ends 
season with highest 
percentage wins in 
program history 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 





Women’s lacrosse senior day 2019. Photo courtesy of Univer- 
sity Marketing and Communications. 


With a historic close, the 
Montevallo women’s lacrosse 
team’s season ends with their 
highest win percentage in 
program history. The women’s 
lacrosse team lost to the Univer- 
sity of Alabama in Huntsville on 
April 21, but not without putting 
up a fight. They went into the 
second half of the game only 
trailing by two goals but were 
unable to catch up to UAH. 

UAH went on to win the Gulf 
South Conference championship 
against Young Harris College. 

In only her second year as 
head coach for the program, 
Adrianna Piontek entered her 
first full season, and first Gulf 
South Conference post-season 
with the Montevallo Falcons. 
She said, “It’s been such a great 
experience coaching this team... 
They make it fun for us to go to 
work every day.” 

Despite losing in the semi-fi- 
nals, Piontek said, “The biggest 
thing we can take from this 
season is believing in ourselves. 
There will always be good things 
and areas to improve on, but after 
the year we had I think they fi- 
nally know they can be successful 
in this conference.” 

After last year’s abrupt end, 
the women’s lacrosse team found 
a lot of their motivation from 
their “unfinished business.” 
Piontek said, “We were already 
making huge improvements in 
our play prior to the shut down 
and the girls could measure it 
with our statistics compared to 
previous years.” 

This season, the team came 
out “hungry” and to prove that 
“last year’s first winning season 
wasnt just a fluke,” according to 
Piontek. And that’s exactly what 
the team did. The first game of 


the season was a huge win against 
Mars Hill University, 14-3, 
followed by a tough close loss to 
Lenoir-Rhyne University, one of 
the top teams in the country. 

Despite their loss, the Falcons 
came back for a four-game win 
streak that was ended by Lee 
University. After the last four 
games of the season, the women's 
lacrosse team ended with their 
highest win percentage ever at 
.667. 

At the end of the post-season, 
two Montevallo players, Anja 
Kuys and Brianna Shepler, made 
the GSC All-Tournament team. 
The two players proved to be 
vital in the Falcons’ success on 
the field with Kuys having five 
ground balls and five draw con- 
trols in their match against UAH. 

When asked about the semi- 
final, Kuys said, “It was super 
exciting and I loved playing very 
minute. We played our rivals, 
[UAH] and although we didn’t 
win, we held them to the closest 
margin of goals in program his- 
tory — another milestone for the 
program.” 

Looking to the future of the 
program, Piontek said, “I think 
we will continue to grow each 
season. We have a solid founda- 
tion of expectations and culture 
now with our returning players 
and many talented newcomers... 
We are just getting started!” 

Kuys added, “We are contin- 
uously growing each year and 
passing down information and 
skill from the graduating classes. 
Iam extremely excited for next 
year and seeing where this pro- 
gram will go from there on.” 


Men’s lacrosse goes to 
conference championship 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 





Montevallo Men’s Lacrosse February 2020. Photo courtesy of University Marketing and Com- 


munications. 


Finishing the regular season 
as the number one seed in their 
conference and undefeated 
in their conference, the Mon- 
tevallo men’s lacrosse team has 
proved to be a dominating force 
on the field. As they enter the 
conference post-season, they 
are set up to finish strong. 

With eight wins and four 
losses during the regular season, 
head coach Jason Lange said, 
“The season has gone well. We 
scheduled a very tough out of 
conference schedule against 
some of the best teams in the 
country. I believe it has paid 
off” 

At the beginning of the 
season, the men’s team put up 
a fight against Belmont Abbey 
College, Westminster College, 
and Wingate University — all 
historically impressive pro- 
grams. 

Despite the early losses to 
these teams, they came back to 
go on a seven-game win streak, 
the longest in program history. 
Now, they look to host Univer- 
sity of Alabama in Huntsville 
in the Peach Belt Conference 
championship on May 1. The 
Montevallo Falcons have 
already beat UAH twice in the 
regular season. 

Looking to the past season 
and the effects of COVID-19, 
Lange said, “We have to be 
diligent in wearing our masks... 
Our mindset has been to be 
able to change and adapt at a 
moment’ notice. Our guys have 
been embracing that mindset 
and it has led to our success.” 


According to Lange, what 
makes this year different, how- 
ever, is the leadership within 
the team. Lange said, “We have 
seniors for the first time. Those 
guys have been through a lot. 
Ups and downs in their four 
years. Their experience has 
helped guide us.” 

Being one of the team leaders, 
Thomas Vaesen said, “We've got a 
special group of guys, and every- 
one realizes the opportunity we're 
presented with this year, so we 
had a lot of guys step up and keep 
one another accountable.” 

Kyle Little, another team 
leader said, “Like many of the up- 
perclassmen in our program, we 
have reciprocated what the CDC, 
coaches, and athletic trainer has 
sadi to us regarding how to ap- 
proach and prevent COVID-19. 
As a leader it is important to 
remind the team of the rules and 
regulations that have kept us safe 
this entire season.” 

Seniors like Little and Vaesen 
have stepped up and led the 
team. Little is currently num- 
ber four in the country for save 
percentage at 61 percent, while 
Vaesen is in the top ten players 
in the NCAA for goals per game 
at 3.5. 

Both Little and Vaesen were 
part of the beginning of the men’s 
lacrosse program. For Vaesen, be- 
ing part of the inaugural season 
meant he had the opportunity to 
“build lifelong relationships.” 

Vaesen said, “I remember 
Coach Lange telling us in the 
programs first year that if we 
buy into the process, we will win 


a conference championship in 
our time here. And it seems as 
though we have an incredible 
chance this year.” 

Getting to and winning the 
conference championship would 
mean a tremendous ending for 
Little and Vaesen before they 
graduate. When Vaesen grad- 
uates this semester he said, “I 
hope to leave behind the sense 
of family I feel we have built 
throughout the past four years. 
We are a very close and dedicated 
group of men, and I hope that 
never changes as that is what has 
made my time at Montevallo so 
special.” 

Little shares a similar senti- 
ment when he said he wants to 
leave “a culture that believes in 
what we are trying to accom- 
plish.” He continued, “[Which is] 
a program that develops young 
men into better individuals and 
better equipped to handle life 
after graduation.” 

Winning their semifinal 
against Shorter University 20-4, 
the Falcons keep their undefeated 
PBC record as they head into the 
conference championship. The 
championship will be against the 
University of Alabama in Hunts- 
ville on May 1. 





University hosts 5K and color run 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 





Volunteers throwing color. Photo courtesy of University Marketing and Communications. 


On April 17, The Warrior 
Challenge, comprised of a 5k 
and a 1-mile color run, was held 
at the Disc Golf Course near the 
McChesney Student Activity 
Center at the University of Mon- 


tevallo. The first male and female 
winners of the 5k were awarded 
medals and a prize. 

The Warrior Challenge was to 
benefit the local charity, The ARC 
of Shelby County. According to 


the University of Montevallo’s 
website, The ARC of Shelby 
County aims to “advocate for 
specific policies and programs 
that benefit people with develop- 
mental and intellectual disabili- 


ties and their families.” 

The event was hosted by In- 
structor DeAnna Smith and her 
Social Entrepreneurship and Sus- 
tainability class, which is a course 
that teaches event planning and 
preparation for non-profits. 

Karley Armstrong, a student 
who helped in hosting the event, 
described the ARC as “friendly” 
and “nice.” When it came to the 
event, she conveyed that she had 
a “place in [her] heart for people 
with disabilities.” 

Due to the ongoing threat of 
COVID-19, The Warrior Chal- 
lenge took various precautions 
to try and safeguard the event. 
The runners were provided with 
runner masks from Trak-shack 
and socially distanced at the start 
of the race. There were sanitiza- 
tion stations available and the 
food distributed afterward was 
pre-packaged. 

The 5k began after 8 a.m. and 
there were 10 runners involved 
and a stroller. There was also a 
Virtual Run option for those who 
were not present for the event. 

The male winner and first to 
finish was Joshua Reed, a me- 


chanical engineering major, and 
freshman from the University of 
Alabama. He described himself 
as “exhausted” after the 5k and 
mentioned how he was “nervous 
being out in front.” He expressed 
that when it came to how the 
event was run, he had “not a 
complaint.” 

The following runner, Mason 
Yancey, is a nursing major and 
sophomore at UAB. He remarked 
that he was “tired but happy I got 
it done.” It was very coordinated,’ 
commented Yancey on how the 
event was held. 

The family-oriented Color 
Run began after 10 a.m. 

Due to COVID-19 precau- 
tions, they did not employ obsta- 
cles like they do normally. Five 
children participated in the Color 
Run alongside two students from 
the university. 

One student, Madison Aver- 
hart, found out about the event 
through Vallo Voice. When asked 
how she felt after the run she 
remarked that she was “feeling 
energized and rejuvenated.” 
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University to hold two commencements 


By CADY INABINETT, City beat reporter 


On April 13, the university 
announced that spring com- 
mencement this year would 
include two ceremonies—one for 
spring 2021 graduates and one 
for Class of 2020 graduates. This 
comes after a year without any 
commencement ceremonies due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The commencement ceremo- 
ny for the Class of 2021 will take 
place on Flowerhill lawn May 8 
at 9 a.m. 

Each graduate will be al- 
lowed five guests who must have 
reserved tickets in order to enter 
the event. Seating for guests 
on the lawn will be arranged 
in groups of five, with social 
distancing between each group. 
Masks are required to be worn at 
all times by both graduates and 
guests. 

The ceremony for Class of 





Graduating senior Christine Compton. Photo by Alyssa Luna. 


2020 graduates will occur later 
that day at 5 p.m also on Flow- 
erhill lawn. This ceremony will 


follow the same guidelines as the 
ceremony for the Class of 2021 
in terms of guests and social 


distancing and safety guidelines. 
Graduates from the spring, 
summer, and fall Classes of 2020 
will be able to participate in this 
ceremony, as long as they have 
filled out the registration form 
prior to April 19. 

University President Dr. John 
Stewart said that the university 
decided to host a commencement 
ceremony for the Class of 2020, 
“because of growing interest 
from those alumni returning for 
a ceremony.” 

He also noted that interest 
from the Class of 2020 has been 
greater than expected, saying 
that, “At first we thought we 
would be able to manage having 
them included with this year’s 
seniors but there was more inter- 
est in returning than we knew— 
which is great!” 

Stewart also seemed optimis- 


tic about the commencement 
ceremonies proceeding safely. 

He credits Physical Plant 
director Coty Jones and facility 
and events scheduling director 
Marion Brown in planning for lo- 
gistics of the ceremonies, saying, 
“Marion Brown and Coty Jones 
worked very hard to figure out all 
the square footage requirements 
that state and federal distancing 
protocols outline. They set that 
information to the available space 
on the Flowerhill lawn and came 
up with an excellent plan that we 
feel is at once safe and meaning- 
ful for our graduates:” 








By BELL JACKSON, Design director 


The Student Government 
Association met on April 14 to 
discuss creating a new commit- 
tee. 

SGA Vice President Natalie 
Seavers, Senior Class President 
Solomon Balaam-Reed and Ad- 
ministrative Vice President Cait- 
lin Blackburn drafted a resolution 
to form a committee of students 
to select future keynote speakers 
at the annual commencement 
ceremony. 

Every year, a notable citizen 
is chosen by the university to 
give a speech at the graduation 
ceremony. 

At the last ceremony, in 
2019, alumnus Dr. Richard D. 
Cummings, world-renowned 
researcher, delivered the keynote 
address. 

Alabama Rep. William S. 
“Bill” Poole of Tuscaloosa was 
scheduled to deliver the address 
on August 7 of last year, but due 
to COVID-19, the entire ceremo- 
ny was postponed. 

Resolution 2021-R-005, titled 
“Recommending the Formation 
of a Graduation Keynote Speaker 
Selection Committee,” aims to 
include student representation in 
the selection of speakers. 

The reason for forming this 
committee is that there is not one 
currently. 

“All in all, we understand that 
graduation is a big celebration for 
students who are completing aca- 
demic requirements to wear their 
robes and walk at commence- 
ment. We want this committee 
to be able to honor that,’ said 
Seavers. 

The committee will include 
the SGA president, senior class 
president and student trustee. 

The rest of the committee 
will be made up of other student 
leaders from underrepresented 
portions of the student body. 

To conclude the meeting, 
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Seavers reminded meeting at- 
tendees of the upcoming kickball 
game for SGA members on Flow- 
erhill as a team bonding exercise. 

On April 21, SGA met to 
swear-in new officers for 2022. 

Seavers also reminded mem- 
bers that this was the last meeting 
of the school year. 

“T just want to thank you all so 
much for being here with me on 
our little fun time being in SGA. 
We have made some great prog- 
ress with the legislation we have 
worked with, and I hope you all 
have felt like you’ve earned some- 
thing and learned something 
from being together this year,.” 
said Seavers. 

President Thomas Dillard 
then presented awards to out- 
standing members. 

“T have to say I have been able 
to see all these people do some 
incredible work in their areas, 
and I am so incredibly proud of 
the different areas that they've 
overcome in this really hard 
time,” said Dillard. 

The Freshman Forum mem- 
bers of the year are were Nila 
Shipman and Dalton Brown. 
Executive Member of the Year is 
was Jacob Heath. Senator of the 
Year is was Jonathon Loria. 

Returning members were 
asked to stay on the Zzoom call 
after the meeting was adjourned 
to be sworn in. 

Anakate Kate Androsko swore 
to be was sworn in as the new 
SGA president. 

Next, Androsko’s first official 
business as president was to 
induct new officers of the Student 
Government Association. 


R.O.E. Hobby 
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By CADY INABINETT, City beat reporter 


The Montevallo City Council 
met Monday, April 12, for their 
regularly scheduled, biweekly 
meeting. The Council met to 
discuss the set agenda topics 
as well as field the concerns of 
citizens who chose to attend the 
meeting. The Council met both 
in person and via Zoom, with 
the meeting livestreamed on the 
city’s Facebook page. 

The council started the 
meeting by establishing April as 
National Child Abuse and Pre- 
vention Month in Montevallo. 

Mayor Rusty Nix acknowl- 
edged that, “Child abuse and 
neglect is a serious problem 
affecting every segment of our 
community, and finding a solu- 
tion requires input and action 
from everyone in our commu- 
nity.” 

The council also highlighted 
some statistics about child abuse 
in Shelby County, including that 
in 2020, 1,222 children in the 
county were “subjects of abuse, 
neglect, and prevention reports 
made to the Shelby County De- 
partment of Human Resources.” 

Following this, Montevallo 
resident C.P. Pierson addressed 
the council about, “the possibili- 
ty of hiring more people of color 
at City Hall” 

Pierson, who is the Vice 
President of the Shelby County 
NAACP and on the executive 
board of the state NAACP, 
pointed out that very few people 
of color work at City Hall and 
that Montevallo doesn’t have any 
Black police officers. 

Pierson also suggested estab- 
lishing a “police-citizen advisory 
board,’ an idea he says has been 
discussed at NAACP meetings. 
He did not provide specifics on 
what this would entail, but did 
say, “We're not talking about 
defunding the police, and this is 
not something that I am trying 
to talk bad about.” 

City clerk Steve Gilbert 
responded to Pierson’s statement 
about hiring more people of 
color at City Hall by saying one 
Black woman applied for a recent 
job opening for mayor’s assistant, 
but that she is “the only person 
of color that applied for any 
openings” at City Hall. 

No members of the city coun- 
cil responded to Pierson’s sugges- 
tion to establish a police-citizen 
advisory board. 

Another citizen, Joyce Sherer, 
addressed the council about 
the hotel and brewery projects; 


asking why the council believed 
these projects would be success- 
ful. 

Gilbert responded to this 
question by pointing out that 
three studies have been conduct- 
ed on the feasibility and success 
of a hotel in Montevallo. 

Additionally, he went on to 
say that the city has “worked with 
58 Ink, which is Shelby County’s 
Economic Development Au- 
thority;” which the council met 
with during a closed executive 
session at their meeting on Feb. 
22. Ink 58 provided the council 
with “some figures on actual 
possibilities of room rentals and 
the economic impact of having a 
hotel? 

Regarding the brewery proj- 
ect, Gilbert said that the lease for 
the former Victory Auto and Col- 
lision Center building has been 
presented to Interstellar Brewery, 
and that the city is now waiting 
to hear back from the owner and 
his attorneys. 

He went on to say that, “All 
indication is that he intends to 
lease the building if the city pro- 
vides a certain amount of repairs 
and refurbishing to the building” 

This led into a later discussion 
about allowing the city to “engage 
the services of Rod Kanter of 
Bradley, Arrant, Boult, Cum- 
mings LLP for the purpose of 
invoking Amendment 772” for 
the Victory Auto and Collision 
Center building project. 

Amendment 772 is a means 
of offering incentives for the 
company that will occupy the 
building. Nix described the in- 
centive as a “tiered five-year lease 
plan,” where the cost to lease the 
building would increase gradual- 
ly over a five-year span. 

Council member Martha 
Eisenberg spoke in opposition 
of invoking Amendment 772, 
saying that she asked Nix “back 
some time ago about incentives 
for a company that builds vehi- 
cles which were used for recre- 
ation, and you told me that we 
cannot do that.” 

She went on to say that she 
was “totally opposed to giving 
any incentives to anything” on 
this basis. 

Eisenberg went on to ask 
council member David King, 
who owns local pawn shop 
Goliath Lending LLC, if he was 
provided with an incentive plan 
while opening his business. King 
replied that he was not. 

However, council member 


Kenny Dukes pointed out that, 
“the city didn’t own his property 
either,’ and that the incentive 
plan outlined by Amendment 
772 can only be put in place on 
city property. 

Nix went on to say that, “the 
city can't do anything with land 
transaction or building transac- 
tion without invoking Amend- 
ment 772.” 

Gilbert also pointed out to 
Eisenberg that, “there are numer- 
ous other ways to give incentives” 
to businesses in the city, and 
suggested the Industrial Develop- 
ment Board for the recreational 
vehicle business Eisenberg spoke 
about. 

He went on to say that, “This 
is the first I've heard about this 
business.” 

The motion to invoke Amend- 
ment 772 passed, with only 
Eisenberg opposing it. 

The council also discussed 
opening bids “for the purpose of 
constructing a tornado shelter at 
Stephens Park.” This bid process 
will remain open for three weeks, 
then the council will select a bid- 
der to construct the new storm 
shelter. 

Nix said that, “tornadoes com- 
ing through a couple of weeks 
ago really put everything on the 
fast track” with the project. 

Eisenberg questioned if it 
would be possible to construct 
a storm shelter in the basement 
of the Victory building. She 
explained her belief that this 
would be more cost effective than 
building a new structure. Nix 
said this would not be a possibili- 
ty because, “the Victory building, 
right now, is not storm certified” 

The process to get the build- 
ing FEMA storm certified would 
entail replacing the walls and 
ceilings of the building. Nix went 
on to say, “youre talking, basi- 
cally, a new building” in order to 
make converting the basement to 
a storm shelter possible. 

Eisenberg also suggested the 
idea of putting a metal building 
inside of the Victory building. 
Gilbert pointed out that this 
would not “meet FEMA require- 
ments.” 

The motion to open the 
bidding process passed unani- 
mously. 

The next City Council meet- 
ing will be held Monday, April 
26, at 6 p.m. The meeting will 
be livestreamed on the city’s 
Facebook page. Citizens may also 
attend the meeting in person at 
City Hall, however there will be 
limited seating and social dis- 
tancing protocols put in place. 
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Alabama Congress looks to ban 
vaccine passports 


By XANDER SWAIN, Top sports reporter 


As vaccines become increas- 
ingly available, and every adult 
being eligible as of April 19, 
the discussion of the pandemic 
has shifted towards “vaccine 
passports.” 

Plans for vaccine passports 
have been spreading around the 
globe to ensure public safety as 
the fight against COVID-19 con- 
tinues. It would require official 
documentation of vaccination, 
and potentially restrict people 
from entering certain business- 
es, countries, and deny certain 
services. 

In America, every citizen 
already deals with some form of 
a vaccine requirement. Whether 
that be through requirements by 
schools and summer camps, or 
requirements for international 
travel, the idea of vaccination 
documentation isn’t a new one. 

At the University of Mon- 
tevallo, there is only one vaccine 
required by students, which is 
the measles vaccine. Other vac- 
cines are only recommended by 
the University. 

On April 6, the White House 
press secretary Jen Psaki said 
there will be no “federal vacci- 
nation database,’ or required 
vaccination documentation. 

She continued, “Our interest 

is very simple from the federal 
government, which is American's 
privacy and rights should be 
protected...” 

However, multiple states have 
begun legislation, or signed 
executive orders, that ban the is- 
suance of ‘vaccine passports, and 
other forms of government-is- 
sued vaccine documentation. 
This ist just for COVID-19, but 
every vaccine. 

In Alabama, on April 8, the 
state senate passed Senate Bill 
267, which prohibits the issuance 
of government vaccine passports. 





Graphic by Bell Jackson, Design director. 


The bill also prohibits any entities 
or businesses from denying 
service to individuals based off of 
their immunization status. 

The sponsor SB267, Sen. Ar- 
thur Orr, R-Decatur, said, “This 
bill is important for the civil lib- 
erties of Alabamians. Never be- 
fore has healthcare information 
been kept by the government. 
Passing this bill will prevent that 
precedent.” 

Public health information, and 
general healthcare information 


is kept and tracked by state and 
federal government public health 
agencies. Information sharing 
occurs between law enforcement, 
healthcare providers and other 
entities. 

The level of dissemination of 
this information, and the specific 
amounts or types of information 
to the individual varies from 
state to state. This collection and 
use are for a number of different 
reasons, varying state to state, but 
can be tracked and used by the 


government to prevent, monitor, 
and stop disease outbreaks; this 
includes COVID-19. 

However, there are numerous 
laws that differ between each 
local, state and even the federal 
government. Reasons for collec- 
tion and use of medical infor- 
mation is a legally controversial 
topic. More information can 
be found out at the Association 
of State and Territorial Health 
Officials. 


Regarding the requirement of 


University responds to concerns over 
commencement speaker (cont). 


care access, human rights, and 
the very identity of our students 
to our graduation,’ said Thrasher. 

There has been a response 
from this petition. On April 8, 
Thrasher announced on the pe- 
tition that the SGA was working 
hard with Dr. Stewart in favor of 
Thrasher and everyone signing 
the petition. 

According to SGA president 
Thomas Dillard, the university 
looks for commencement speak- 
ers who have made a significant 
impact on campus or have some 
connections to the university. 
That can range from distin- 
guished alumni to influential 
people who made a difference 
on campus. Natalie Seavers, 

SGA vice president, said that it is 
someone who is a leader in their 
field, beneficial to the university, 
and has shown to shine a light on 
the future for potential gradu- 
ates, or some combination of the 
three. President Stewart makes 
the final decision on who gets to 
speak. 

When asked if it would be a 
smart idea to have the students 
involved with picking the speaker 
Dillard responded with, “I believe 
it is a very smart idea. SGA is 
currently working on legislation 
to have a formal committee rec- 
ognized to recommend potential 
commencement speakers in the 
future. Dr. Stewart has already 
stated that for the 2021 winter 
commencement and every com- 
mencement that follows will have 
a committee that oversees the 
recommendations of speakers.” 

Seavers agreed, saying, “I 


think that having students 
involved in picking the com- 
mencement speaker is the best 
way forward. The students are the 
entire reason our university has 
been here since 1896 and having 
their voices heard in who speaks 
to them in a keynote address is 
crucial.” 

As of now Rep. Bill Poole is 
speaking at the morning com- 
mencement on May 8, however, 
Seavers said that there are con- 
siderations for having a member 
of the esteemed faculty and staff 
speak at the afternoon com- 
mencement for the spring class 
of 2020 and fall class of 2020. The 
Alabamian reached out to Bill 
Poole to talk about his view on 
the matter, but was unable to get 
a response. 

When asked, UM President, 
Dr. John W. Stewart said that 
suggestions of the speaker come 
from students, faculty, trustees, 
staff, and alumni. “I feel that we 
have enjoyed a pretty balanced 
offering of speakers including 
political figures (from both sides 
of the political aisle), philan- 
thropists, medical researchers. 
authors, actors, military generals, 
filmmakers, CEOs, nonprofit ex- 
ecutives, environmental activists, 
educators, and others. We often 
take those suggestions forward 
and extend invitations. Diver- 
sity rightly informs decisions 
regarding speakers as well,” said 
Stewart. 

Stewart explained that Poole 
had been invited in large part 
for his support of education and 
his history of working across the 


aisle. “I invited Representative 
Poole to serve as last spring's 
commencement speaker a couple 
of years ago. Since we did not 
have that ceremony due to the 
pandemic, I was pleased to carry 
that invitation over to this spring. 
We have worked closely with him 
in his role as Chair of the Ala- 
bama House of Representatives 
Ways and Means Committee.” 
Stewart agreed along with Dil- 
lard and Seavers that it would be 
a smart idea to have students in- 
volved with picking a commence- 
ment speaker. “After learning that 
there were some students who 
were concerned about our spring 
commencement speaker, I had 
a Zoom meeting with student 
government officials. Their ques- 
tions and concerns were under- 
standable and valid during such a 
sensitive and anxious time in our 
nation’s history, and I pledged to 
them that moving forward, we 
will always seek student input 
through the SGA concerning 
commencement speakers.” 
Shortly after the meeting with 
the SGA senate it was decided 
that there would be two separate 
speakers. “We spoke with the 
SGA leadership about a speaker 
for that later ceremony, and I am 
pleased to announce that Cyn- 
thia Todd, our national alumni 
association president (and aunt 
of one of our current students) 
will deliver that address. Iam 
glad that a result of the student 
concern and advocacy expressed 
will now ensure that we will seek 
student and faculty input even 
more in the future. We are here 


to serve students so you should 
always have agency and a voice 
in administrative decisions,’ said 
Stewart. 

For Stewart, students sharing 
their opinion is an important 
part of Montevallo. “I would not 
have it any other way. Mon- 
tevallo is at its best when we are 
sustaining our liberal arts values 
of critical thinking and good 
communication. That’s what 
makes our graduates different 
than those from many other 
universities...As a liberal arts 
community of learners, we must 


immunization for public schools, 
the bill allows “an institution of 
higher education [to] require a 
student or employee to prove that 
he or she has received vaccines 
required by the institution.” 

However, this only applies to 
regular use vaccines approved 
by the Federal Food and Drug 
Administration. The bill does not 
allow higher education institu- 
tions to require vaccines that, 
“are only available via an emer- 
gency utilization authorization by 
the [FDA]...” 

This means that COVID-19 
vaccines can only be required 
by higher education when they 
receive regular authorization by 
the FDA, and go through the full 
process of testing. 

There are exceptions to the 
requirement, including medical 
conditions or religious beliefs 
that prevent the individual from 
receiving a vaccine. 

There are also exceptions to 
the bill for healthcare employ- 
ees. This includes, “physicians, 
surgeons, dentists, medical 
institutions, or other health care 
providers...” 

The bill passed the Senate 
30-0. 

After the senate, the bill 
moved to the Alabama House 
Health Committee where it also 
passed unanimously on April 21. 
It now moves to the full House 
for the final votes. 


I wanted to speak out about our 
students’ dissatisfaction with the 
keynote speaker presently and 
in the past. I am proud of the 
university for listening to their 
student’s voice. Iam proud to 

be a part of Montevallo, said 
Thrasher. 


always hold precious the free and 
respectful exchange of ideas, even 
those with which we don’t agree.” 

Despite the disagreement 
between members of the student 
body and the administration, 
Seavers doesn't feel as though the 
situation has resulted in tension 
between the two groups. Instead 
Seavers believes that it “Opened 
a door for the student body and 
faculty alike to continue to learn 
from one another.” 

Even though there was not a 
finalized change to remove Rep. 
Bill Poole, between the student 
body and the faculty, there was 
better communication between 
the two, and Thrasher is proud 
of that accomplishment. “I am 
glad the students were heard. 
Even though it doesn’t change 
things this year, I am happy 
there is a long-term solution in 
place for future students. That 
will make an impact that lasts. I 
did not want to “cancel” Poole, 
but I wanted the university to 
realize the impact of this choice. 
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Campus opinions on COVID-19 
measures in the fall 


By HARRISON NEVILLE, Managing editor 


After a year of living under 
the restrictions of COVID-19, 
many members of the UM 
community reacted with relief 
to the announcement that the 
University of Montevallo would 
be returning to in-person classes 
in the fall. 

However, while the decision to 
go to in-person classes has been 
made, very little additional infor- 
mation has been made available 
at this time. Overall, it appears 
that a large number of the UM 
community support the return to 
in-person classes in the fall, but 
they vary on what exactly they 
want to the return to look like. 

Most of those who The Al- 
abamian reached out to agreed 
that they would encourage every- 
one to get vaccinated in the fall. 

Some such mathematics pro- 
fessor Dr. Benton Tyler, would 
encourage everyone to be vacci- 
nated, but “[does] not personally 
think it should be a requirement 
to return to classes or work.” 

Dr. Tyler, along with all of the 
faculty and staff who respond- 
ed to The Alabamian, has been 
vaccinated. 

“My personal belief is why 
would anyone NOT want to be 
vaccinated, said Jason Quarles, 
the director of dining services in 
an email with The Alabamian. 

This viewpoint seems to be 
a widely shared one, and Dr. 
Cathlena Martin, the associate 
professor for the game studies 
and design minor as well as the 
director for the honors pro- 
gram, suggested that there might 
be a precedent to require the 
COVID-19 vaccine due to the 
vaccines already required by the 
university. 

Currently, all students are 
required to have immunization 
for measles; other vaccines are 
encouraged, but not required. 


Similarly, Valerie Flynn, a 
sophomore art major, stated that 
she would “expect them [the uni- 
versity] to” require vaccinations 
for COVID-19. 

According to Flynn, “others 
who can get vaccinated abso- 
lutely should, because it’s a good 
safety precaution for the public as 
well as themselves.” 

Sophomore theatre major, Joe 
Keegan expressed that he saw 
the vaccine as a way to achieve 
“normalcy.” 

“If everyone on campus was 
vaccinated, then it would ease 
a lot of fears for everyone and 
hopefully speed up the return to 
normalcy,’ said Keegan. 

Not everyone agreed with this 
viewpoint. 

Amanda “Amy” Brown, the 
University Mail Services Coor- 
dinator, expressed concern over 
the idea of required vaccinations. 
Brown stated she had no inten- 
tions for being vaccinated, and 
“T don't believe others should be 
required to be vaccinated.” 

Brown explained that due to 
religious reasons, she did not 
wish to be vaccinated. 

Of course, vaccines are not 
the only method of prevention 
against COVID-19. Throughout 
the pandemic, the Center for 
Disease Control has advocated 
the wearing of mask as one of the 
most effective ways to prevent the 
spread of the virus. 

Despite the possible vaccina- 
tion of the majority of campus, it 
is still uncertain whether or not 
the university will continue to 
require masks in the fall. 

“If Covid-positive numbers 
are extremely small when August 
comes, I don’t think the Universi- 
ty should have a mask mandate,” 
said Tyler. “Having said that, I do 
think that many students, faculty, 
and staff will choose to continue 


City holds Arts 
Fest in Orr Park 


By NOAH WORTHAM, Top lifestyles reporter 


On Saturday April 17, the 
Montevallo Arts Collaborative 
hosted the 15th annual Mon- 
tevallo Arts Festival in Orr Park 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The event featured over 70 
artists. There was live music from 
local musicians, food vendors 
and a children’s area at the event. 
Art vendors were spread out 
alongside the sidewalk through- 
out the park. 

Melanie Poole, President of 
the Montevallo Arts Collabora- 
tive, described the festival as a 
“family friendly event.” 

She remarked that she was 
“grateful for [the] artists” and 
the “community coming out and 
supporting us.” 

The event was shut down in 
2020 due to the emergence of 
COVID-19, so the return of the 
event provided opportunity for 
people to get out again. 

However, Melanie Poole ex- 
plained that they did take certain 
precautions at the event. They 
spread out the booths and food 
was to be individually bagged. 

They encouraged masks and 
there was hand sanitizer avail- 
able. 

“T think it’s really cool,” com- 
mented senior social work major, 
Linda Silva, on the festival. The 
event provided a “break to nor- 
malcy” and was “relieving.” 

International student and 
freshman psychology major, Kate 
Gammie-Baglini also described 
how the events make it “feel like 
home.” 

Five musicians were sched- 
uled to perform live at the event 
and the first scheduled, Brendan 
Young, had much to say about 


the Arts Festival. 

He described the event as 
a “great opportunity” perform 
“live” He mentioned “getting to 
go and support the local crafts 
people” 

Young explained he was 
“glad things are starting back” 
in reference to COVID-19 and 
he commented that “people are 
ready to do something” 

When it came to how he felt 
about performing at the event, 
Young explained that “every 
venue is different” and there is a 
“different crowd, different feel” 

Ultimately, he described the 
audience at the event as “sup- 
portive.” 

The Montevallo Arts Festival 
“helps us expand” and “connect 
with other artists,” explained 
Michael Amidon, a surreal and 
psychedelic pop artist with a 
booth at the festival. He men- 
tioned the “perfect weather” and 
that it was “beautiful to be able to 
come out again.” 

Another artist, Stephanie 
Stone, who has been to the festi- 
val “several years” expressed that 
the festival was a “great event” 
and that it seemed “larger” this 
year. 

Those who missed out on 
the Montevallo Arts Festival 
and even those who attended 
may want to consider going to 
the annual Tinglewood Festival 
which will be held in Orr Park on 
Sept. 11. In the past, the festival 
has included wood carving, live 
music, a car show, food vendors 
and children’s activities. 


Photo by Anna Shvets from Pexels 


to wear masks.” 

“T fully support wearing a 
mask in the fall, especially if 
it means we can have face to 
face classes that are not socially 
distanced,” said Martin. “Wearing 
a mask seems a small inconve- 
nience to help stop the spread 
and to keep everyone safe as we 
try to return back to a physical 
normal.” 

This sentiment was echoed by 
associate professor of theatre and 
faculty senate president professor 
Emily Gill, who sees the mask as 
a potential boon to public health 
as a whole. 

“We've all gone to class or 
work with ‘vague respiratory 
congestion that could be aller- 
gies, could be a cold, could be 
over-achieving AC. If we start 
wearing a mask on those days, 
we might see overall better public 
health,’ said Gill. 

Even if the university chooses 
not to require it, many members 
of the community have already 


expressed their intent to continue 
to wear mask. 

“Chartwells hasn't decided on 
masks for staff but I foresee my 
staff remaining in masks or at 
least allowing them that option. 
Many are older and prefer the 
safety of the mask,” said Quarles. 

Gill suggested that perhaps 
individual professors should be 
allowed to decide their mask pol- 
icies, saying, “I think we need to 
watch variants closely, especially 
in terms of air transmission and 
take into account our campus 
density. I think a professor 
should be able to set a mask 
requirement for their classroom, 
they may have a family member 
or themself who is still at a high 
risk, but they need to work (sic).” 

“T hope that they are not worn. 
It’s so much easier to breathe 
without them,’ said Keegan. 

Currently, there are a lot of 
factors making the fall semester 
an uncertainty. Various members 
of COVID-19 task force have 





stated that it will continue to 
meet throughout the summer 
and into the fall, but it will likely 
be closer to fall before a decision 
will be made. 

This is a cause for concern for 
some, like Flynn who expressed 
anxiousness over the return in 
the fall, saying, “I am just very 
unsure of what the future looks 
like, truthfully” 

Martin also expressed some 
concerns, but said she is “cau- 
tiously optimistic about the fall” 

Quarles noted the advances 
that had been made in the com- 
munity regarding COVID-19 and 
the number of vaccines. Accord- 
ing to Quarles, most of his staff 
had taken advantage of vaccine 
opportunities on campus and 
were now vaccinated. 

“I feel comfortable about the 
fall, a lot more comfortable than 
I felt in the fall of 2020 when no 
one had vaccines and Covid was 
running rampant in the commu- 
nity,” said Quarles. 





Environmental Club’s 
Earth Fest Photo Recap 





Photos by Madelyn Alexander, Photo editor. 
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hosted by Wesley Hyde with Zoe Hall and Noah Wortham 


From the editor’s desk 


By ZOE HALL, Editor in chief 
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View of Zoe’s desk. Photo by Zoe Hall, editor in chief. 


Book 

As a fan of F. Scott Fitzger- 
ald, I was excited to pick up “Z: 
A Novel of Zelda Fitzgerald” 
by Therese Anne Fowler. After 
recently visiting the Fitzger- 
ald house in Montgomery, I 
wanted to learn more about the 
Fitzgeralds. 

This biological story tells the 
story of Southern belle Zelda 
Sayre as she meets the man who 
later became her husband when 
he was a young army lieutenant 
stationed in Alabama. At the 
dawn of the Jazz Age, this beau- 
tiful story brings Zelda to life. 


TV Show 

From one mystery fan to an- 
other, finding good shows can 
be hard to find. Trying to find a 
show that is thrilling in plot and 
character and keeps the twists 
unpredictable is a challenge, but 
it’s a challenge that “Cruel Sum- 
mer” does well in solving. This 
Hulu show recently released 
and centers around a small 
Texas town when the popular 
teen girl, Kate, is abducted, and 
Jeanette takes her place in the 
high school hierarchy. The show 


is visually stunning and keeps 
me on the edge of my seat. 
10/10 recommend. 


Podcast 

Podcasts have become my 
favorite form of entertainment 
and “Ladies and Tangents” is 
exactly what I love. I found 
this podcast on TikTok and 
laughed with them in clips, but 
listening to full episodes made 
these people I listened to so full 
of personality and quirkiness. 
Ciara and Jen are transparent 
with their struggles and their 
experiences, especially from 
their twenties, which is incred- 
ibly comforting to hear as I go 
through these struggles myself. 


App 

If you find yourself scroll- 
ing aimlessly for hours on end 
to burn some extra minutes, 
you might enjoy Best Fiends. 
This game is addicting and 
mind-numbing as I match up 
the matching shapes using the 
powers of cute bugs, to beat the 
evil slugs of course. To take a 
break from endlessly scrolling 


from TikTok like me, download 


Trevan + Zoe 





today from the app store. 


Movie 

I've been revisiting some old 
classics of my childhood, one of 
which is “Who Framed Roger 
Rabbit?” Don't be fooled by the 
cartoons though because the 
movie is a dark noir style film 
as it follows Eddy, a private de- 
tective, as he tries to figure out 
the titular question. There are 
numerous entertaining cameos 
of some of my favorite cartoons 
including Bugs Bunny, Mickey 
Mouse and Betty Boop. It’s so 
worth the rewatch. 


(Yes, you!) 
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By MAKAYLA MONTGOMERY 


Aries: Your diligence will 
be noted this week, Aries. 
Your resourcefulness will 
come in handy. The only 
way to go is upward. 


Taurus: Challenges are 
lying in wait, Taurus. How- 
ever, you are completely 


capable— it is your season, 
after all. With any cross- 
roads you come across, go 
with your instincts. 


Gemini: Lay low this 
week, Gemini. Find comfort 
in disarray, for harmony 

is just out of your grasp. 


Accept defeat. 


Cancers Your comfort 
zone won't always be avail- 
able, Cancer. You'll have to 
communicate in order to 
make things happen. Get 
out there. 


Leo: You can't please 
them all, Leo. Negative crit- 
icism can hold more weight 
than praise. Take it witha 
little more than a grain of 
salt. 


Virgo: It's all coming 
together, Virgo. The pieces 
you have put in place are 
working exactly as they 
should be. The next phase 
is imminent. 


Libra: Relying on others 
is not a sign of weakness, 
Libra. People can be re- 
sources too. Your circle is 
not small. 


Scorpio: You are in con- 
trol this week, Scorpio. You 
have an acute awareness of 
those around you and your 
intuition is accurate. Take 
the wheel. 


Sagittarius: You can 
be your own worst enemy, 
Sag. You have been get- 
ting in your own way and 
holding yourself back. Step 
aside. 


Capricorn: Keep twid- 
dling your fingers, Capri- 
corn. Take this gap in your 
schedule as a much-needed 
break. Being constantly in 
motion isn’t healthy. 


Aquarius: Accept any 
praise that comes your 
way, Aquarius. Those 
around you are seeing your 
excellence. Listen to the 
applause. 


Pisces: With every tool 
you could need at your 
disposal, this is a week of 
action. Take these opportu- 
nities for all they’re worth, 
Pisces. You have the upper 
hand. 


CROSSWORD: Summer time fun 


By ANNAPRENZIE KOCSIS 
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DOWN 


1. It's better to never to go 
to one of these alone. 


3. These colorful stains are 
not meant to come out in 
the wash. 


6. Bust out the marshmal- 
lows, chocolate and graham 
crackers. 


7. These icy treats are a 
great way to cool off on a 


hot day. 


8. Get ready to run for this 
colorful and wet fight. 


12. Invite your friends for a 
—_ are see who can 
make the biggest splash. 





16. Make sure to bring 
plenty of water and a few 
snacks for this nature walk. 


ACROSS 


2. Make sure to pack a tent 
for this trip. 


4, When you think of sum- 
mer, you most likely this of 
this sandy place. 


5. Dark rooms, neon lights 
and epic battles to get the 
highest score. 


9. Good food, family rides 
and happy memories 


typically come from these 
wonderlands. 


10. Family or friends, just 
make sure to enjoy your 
company for this car ride. 


11. Most girls have gone 
to at least of these types of 
parties. 


13. This is usually done 
outside at a park, but 


Si Mal 


sometimes it is a potluck at 
home. 


14. What kind of meat are 
you planning to use for this 


party? 


15. Get the bait and hop 
into the boat. 
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Behind the curtains of “Company” 


By SARAH CLAYTON 





On Wednesday April 21, the 
Discover Shelby Theatre within 
the Center for the Arts opened its 
second show, “Company”. 

Written by Stephen Sondheim 
and George Furth, the musical 
follows Bobby, a single man 
living in New York City who can 
not commit to a steady relation- 
ship and the five married couples 
that are his best friends. 

It is a concept musical, which 
is a type of musical that does 
not follow a narrative but rather 
themes that revolves around Bob- 
by’s thirty-fifth birthday. 

With themes revolving 
relationships, marriage and 
loneliness this musical directed 
by Dr. David Callaghan has the 
honor of being the first musical 
production within the Center for 
the Arts. 

Originally the department 
announced a different Sondheim 
musical for the spring semester 
“Merrily We Roll Along” but it 
was announced last semester on 
October 8 that “Company” would 
be the spring musical. 

“We did the show in 2008 and 
over the years many students 
have expressed a desire to per- 
form in ‘Company, as it is one of 
the great Stephen Sondheim mu- 
sicals. The script also has several 
stylized conventions influenced 
by the experimental theatre of 
the 1960s, which we thought 
were well suited to the social dis- 
tance and safe singing practices 
we needed to follow. And myself, 
Music Director Jennifer Hartsell 
and Guest Choreographer Carl 
Dean all have a history with the 
show and really love it,” stated 
Callaghan. 

Similarly, to the department’s 
first show, “Stickfly,’ there were 











MATH BY ISABEULA VibLAR 


SUBMIT 
YOUR 
COMICS 


concerns regarding COVID-19 
safely. 

The department decided to 
work on the spacing. There was 
limited spacing for audience 
members sitting in the orches- 
tra area with the first five rows 
of seats blocked off to audience 
members. With spaced out 
choreography, no touching or 
romantic intimacy between char- 
acters both on stage and off and 
limited props. 

One interesting thing about 
the production was that there 
were plexiglass boxes created 
that the five married characters 
used for most of the production. 
The boxes had plexiglass doors 
that were swung open at certain 
points of the show but also creat- 
ed safe social distance to the cast 
members on stage. 

Also, all the characters on 
stage wore masks, and under- 
studies were cast in case of a 
main stage cast member getting 
sick. 

Of course, when performing a 
show in the middle of a pandem- 
ic, there come challenges with the 
production process. 

“Tt’s been really different 
because we never had to work 
through COVID-19 protocols, 
so the biggest of those two have 
been social distancing and the 
masks mandate, so that has 
offered a new challenge but also 
a new way to live theatre for us,” 
said Josh Norris, who played 
Bobby. 

“This process has been 
stressful and overcoming a lot 
of challenges in terms of having 
social distancing choreography 
and not being able to get into 
clumps especially with Carl Dean 
(choreographer of the musical) 


who loves his formations...but 
having to overcome that and have 
that feeling if we were touching 
or what that kind of does to us 

in our own little space. Trying to 
figure that out was very chal- 
lenging,;’ said Nolan Evans, who 
played David. 

“Tt was certainly challenging 
at times with observing our pan- 
demic related safety precautions, 
which included socially distanced 
staging with no physical contact 
(we also could only do group 
singing in the larger theatre ver- 
sus rehearsal rooms). But it was 
also a lot of fun and everyone 
was patient and very committed 
to the process, which included 
doing a large-scale musical/show 
for the first time in our new The- 
atre and figuring out that space 
and the lighting system,” said Dr. 
Callaghan. 

With a mixture of excitement 
and challenges along the way the 
cast was able to get into a flow 
and was still able to connect with 
one another. 

“Tt’s been really good. I think 
it’s been the first time in a long 
time that I have been connected 
to a cast, so I think it has been 
a good process. It’s been a really 
safe process too with COVID and 
everything, but it has been really 
fun,” said Kodie Mae McDear- 
mont, who played Joanne. 

Cast members faced challeng- 
es related to wearing and per- 
forming in masks while on stage 
and in rehearsals, choreography 
and how to portray romantic 
intimacy with one another on 
stage. 

“Masks are obviously a 
challenge and not being able 
to touch each other. That was 
something that Dr. C had to work 


on with us, was how to find the 
intimacy between these married 
couples with touching being 
able to touch, so finding those 
moments where it’s like I know 
in this moment if we didn't have 
COVID then maybe we would 
have hugged here or kissed here, 
and we cant do that, so we have 
to find that electricity in that 
and love without that,” said Mars 
Peterson, who played Harry. 

“Tt was definitely a challenge 
when we got into choreography 
rehearsal whenever we were 
trying to figure out how close we 
could be to each other and where 
we had to be facing. People 
couldn't be upstage of someone 
singing downstage from them, so 
there was some trouble figuring 
that out, but I think Carl Dean 
and Dr. C came up with solutions 
a thousand times faster than my 
brain could and we adapted really 
well? said Macy Robinson, who 
played Marta. 

Despite all the challenges 
the cast had to overcome, a lot 
of positives came out of the 
rehearsal process. “I really didn't 
like ‘Company’ at first but now I 
think with the experiences that 
I’ve had doing it and being a part 
of this all the characters are very 
important to me because they 
have beautiful arcs and now, I 
went from hating the show to 
loving the show and now I like 
it? said McDearmont. 

There were a good number of 
freshmen casted in “Company” 
that felt grateful for being casted. 

“Well for all of us it’s our first 
college show because we are 
freshmen, so it’s pretty big, it’s a 
big deal for us. It’s a big honor 
to be a part of the process,’ said 
Thomas Massey, who played 


\F NOT HEADACHE 
PCRSEVERING ? 


Paul. 

“Apart from what I talked 
about like it’s great being back 
in the theatre obviously, but just 
the show itself is a really cool de- 
piction of the expectations of the 
seventies,’ said Peterson. “It’s all 
about love, it’s all about heart, it’s 
all about finding your own way to 
love which is really important to 
me and like you know I think ev- 
eryone finding your personal way 
to love and not have to follow a 
script with it” 

“Company” set a milestone 
within the Center for the Arts as 
being the first musical performed 
on the Discover Shelby Theatre 
and for Callaghan it means a 
lot to him to be putting on this 
production. 

“T think ‘Company is a truly 
great play, and the great plays 
offer a multiplicity of mean- 
ings. ‘Company explores the 
need for connection and figuring 
out your own path towards ‘being 
alive’ [the name of the leading 
character’s final song],” said 
Callaghan. 

“As we emerge from the past 
year, that strikes me as a valuable 
takeaway from this show. It has 
also been clear to me how much 
the cast and crew, as well as our 
audiences (even with only 40 
people per night), have enjoyed 
being able to gather and share 
live theatre again. That has been 
truly special!” 
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